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ir president to-day, whether 

or simply de facto If, however, from rictly 
legal standpoint I might question the ver of 
the executive board to f i vacancy e pres 
lency, yet an interpretation which nfer: 
igreeable an office cannot lightly be repudiated 
by the beneficiary. Beforethe end oft eet 
ing a constitutional amendment will n yubt 
be proposed which will establish a definite rule 
for the future. And in the meant is I 
serve nder re rest of Mr. Haye mseil 
cordially expressed I do i fort 
ssurane 

Submerging, however, matters of n 

st grievo fact at | stand fore n 
this capacity because of your very gri 
It was pleasant in Lond sts ier to hear 


Winsor pay tribute t Richard Garnett 
bibli 


is the foremost bibliographer 


yet we of America, paying tribute to tin 
Winsor, must go one step further : we must hold 
him the foremost /térartan of his time, foremost 
in his conception of a work to be don ‘3 


brought to its servi 

knew Dr. Winsor only 
reference library, 
grapher un 


istorian thoroug 


the qualities which he 


The your ger or us 


librarian of a great 


reputation established as a cart 


excelled in his field, as an! 


sincere, untiring in research, content only with 


first sources; as a bibliographer patient, accu- 





rate, and prompt to disclaim knowledge where 
he had not exact knowledge; as an a nistt 
tor careful, practical, economical, capal f 


assiduous in 


shaping large projects 


as a librarian generous to the last degree in 


placing this knowledge and these capacities at 


service of others. I have at times heard 
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vu 


{kK PRESIDEN' 
’ t ' 
some wonder expr 1 with an imy tior 
of criticism that Dr. W I ild administer 
properly the Harvard College I ary and find 
time for writing history Hef 1 time y 
he uld administer He hada ar vis f 
the thing t be done, | id expe ( 
vhich re thim trom ex riment ast 
d, and he knew how to utilize the capaciti t 
ther 
lie was not, indeed, as ited actively with 
ecent movement wards operation. H 
pected devi " ibstitute for the n 
ind he cert ly fe that ration might 
f ralize to the egle f particular 
lit ind that the z for associated effort 
ght tend to disparage the rvic lone by ir 
l lual effort acting with the t lk vledg 
lue to direct experiment 1 with tl s f 
res{ bilit d t ition In pre 
¢ tia iddr Is7y he ivar ] 
tior 
‘If th t k for our new library pl 
| il er lraging ne Ww I ist ili 
int e error of verestimatin t I old 
philosoy va t so bad Great librarie 
a grown under it, and great librarians have 
amped their ind ty ‘ work ” 
way that iter ¢ erative methods, if per 
tect 1, \ i 1 te ler ¥y, not ait ether 
satisfactory, to repre What we may ! 
ga t portant a t w ] btless 
prove, must not lead u forget that isolation 
< endeavor is tS advantages als ind tha 
I raria ges his action in a union 
force se ome ways while he gains in 


Whatever doubt may have been implied in th 
Winsor fron 
f the 


suggestion did not withhold Dr 


the presidency during nine years « A meri. 


Library Association rganized to advan 

perat ndertakings. Few members of 
the tion so constant in attendance at the 
A. L. A. conferences, few kept so close a watch 


ntemporary library endeavor ; and n 


brarian was, I suppose, so frequently 
nsulted at crises in the organization and ad- 


} +} 


ministration of public libraries throughout the 
ted States 


Hlis own later years were passed in a library 


' 
not much called upon in co-operative under- 
takings nor dependent upon them And no 
American librarian can forget the marvel of 


his decade of administration of a library ofa 


j 


different type Panizzi raised a great dome 
rein scholars might find stud s refuge 

I ! ement was no greater than that of 
Just \\ ! en he tden u s read 
ing -Tro« t titt na whole city 

So tl eminet f Justin Winsor was mn 

rt ( er I id the perception of a 
work to lone br lening with the oppor 
tunities w h a democracy tlers he had 
Sagacity n this ch f economic methods ; 
he was independent of mere traditior yet 
equall ndependent against innovation and 


calm against example ; he had profound desire 
i 


pen the approache t earning, he was 
t self a s¢ lar competent to lead the way, 
t he was too true a scholar t ffer royal 


roads, or to countenance a pretence that to the 
iccomplishment of thorough learning there 
s any mechanical substitute for laborious in- 
lividual effort. In the aggregate, therefore, 


iis career offers the best we have offered or 


are likely to be able to offer in one man of those 
administrative capacities in which, as a group, 
we may perhaps excel the members of our pro- 
fession abroad, and those scholarly attainments 


which as individuals we are fairly their in- 


It is matter of hearty satisfaction that this 
ureer did not close til Dr. Winsor had stood 
oremost representative of our association at 
the Internationa Conference of 18907 as he 


id sto fore st at the mference of 2 


Of all the events the past year that con- 
ference must rank ast most important. Its 
tance lay not in the program itself. There 

ere few topics upon it of strictly international 


ew that would not have been equally 





meeting f a local as 


sociat ‘ th rogram as a whole lacked 
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unity and definiteness of purpose The dis- 
cussions were meagre and ineffective, and left 
an impression rather confused and _ kaleido- 


scopic. 

But this was not a conference of views s 
much as a conference of persons and places 
And in this latter character it had a significance 
most impressive. The conference of 1877 
brought together 216 members from II coun- 
tries. The conference of 1897 brought together 
600 members from 21 countries. Holland, Spain, 
Portugal, Japan, Canada, Jamaica, West Aus- 
tralia, New Zealand, Ceylon, and South Africa, 
; 


not represented in 1877 appeared in 1897. The 


gathering was too great for detailed discussion 
or even detailed acquaintance gut these might 
well be foregone for what took their place 

the sense of the magnitude of the interests rep- 
resented, and of the variety of the traditions, 
purposes, and characteristics entering into alli- 


ince 


That the hospitalities were lavish was to 


have been expected of our English brethren. 
For those which made the ante- and post-con- 


ference excursions a bewilderment of interest 





‘legates from the United States owe a 
particular gratitude, which cannot be briefly 
expressed. 

The conference had no central bibliographic 
purpose, nor was it in furtherance of any par- 
ticular bibliographic project. In these respects 
it lacked the significance attaching to the con- 
ferences relating to the Royal Society index 


What these have already achieved is very nota- 


ble. [wo first barriers in international co- 
operation — jealousy as to the location of the 


Central Burea and disagreement as to lan- 
guage — have been quietly surmounted. Lon- 
lon has been accepted without debate as the 
place for the Central Bureau, and English as 
the language. That this latter decision was 
upon motion of an Austrian delegate adds to 
the significance. If it is the just desire of the 
Anglo-Saxon race to meet other nations upon 
a common ground the satisfaction is not di 
minished if the common ground is ovr ground. 

The undertaking initiated by the Royal So- 
ciety is entitled to our hearty admiration and 
support. It is so, although as to details we 
may question the decisions reat hed For th ey 
will have been reached only after a deliberation 
which at least pays respect to the magnitude 
of the undertaking. If we cannot pay a quite 


equal tribute to the Belgian project of an uni- 
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Sa) 

















versal catalog, it is not because we are Ang]! 











Saxons, but because a natural Ang Sa) 
caution renders us slow to accept so <¢ pr 
hensive a project entered upon with so meagre 
a comparison of experience and of counsel. If 
however, the enthusiasm of the Belgians appear 
to have t mpetuous we may remembe 
that the undertaking s« iid 
and this aid might not perhaps have een 


forthcoming save at the particular time taker 


advantage of, nor might it have been continued 





nless interest was sustained by a prompt ex- 
hibit of results 
The Belgians have adopted issificatior 
and in this respect are a stage in advance of the 
Royal Society But there has just come t 
hand the report of the committee of the Royal 
Society embodying the preliminary draft of a 
system of classification to be tted for con 
sideration at an adjourned conference to | 
shortly held It will be your right and interest 
to be represented at this conference Im the 
meantime the system of classification ought not 
to be estimated from a hasty perusa It may 
not, as has been suggested, exhibit tl trong- 
est argument for the decimal tem yet ! 
need ; but f it present only Ss many 
e de mal syster t lor the 
| rior of the de Ss) y y 
r a catalog which t made 
universally available tt ssificat er 
ally current, or most nearly , or ter “uy t 
become s is infinitely the most ser eable 
lassification; and to my mind tl gh | 
not represent a library using the decimal sys- 
tem —that system has now in its favor s 
weighty a presumption of use and tends 
that any competing system must show ve 
near perfection in detail to overcome it 
The Bibliographic Conference held at Br 
sels on August 2-4 of last summer ine l ‘ 
polite hearing t ertain schem«< f classifica- 
tion and other matters in some respects con 
tributory; but its chief purpose was to exhibit 
the Belgian project as it stood, and to secure 
for it international indorsement The Belgiar 


Bureau was complimented upon its undertakis 
and *‘ authorized” 


Before disbanding, the conference in a res 


to proceed with it 

lution expressed [he wish that in higl 
studies greater weight should 
ography 


tes 
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‘ res la nw s ‘ 
n are wit! t iv I trust the 
r from the ther s we n 
t I ut 
y hich Messrs. Litt Davie 
ter set fore us ve mus 
‘ t W t t rw 
tab } , rse 
gy 1 r ‘ 
for Dart t Cc iT 
pectivel 
eat bh 5s et 
[ nities of yea La 
f t S été bB graph 
vitat 1 to it De al Int 
erence Tr} eee A. wa 
and rey ts | ress dur 
So far | know tl is tor 
F tation; nor ¢ find t 
proceeding of 135 A rd 
4 t} S té Bit ) 
nderstoc t ea Roman Catt 
n n ding ( ly t ] ! ad 
has meant it itations ip| 
g t sharing its ! 
t val tile t 1 tr 
c respond will 1 be ascril 
! I er yr iry 
! ol estior 
1 State 1 prote 
ri ct | I n 
1 \ t ( I 4 
hat 1 their w nt rint 
le ( t} { P 
ar t i ie k 
| it hat 
r j nterest | 1 
t ittit towards fj ! 
tral | v I if 
esented The difference, for 
veen Gert rit and France 
both legree ar f kind If 
s (ser iny sec { 
gy a gy t l e Ita 
R t the new I moder 
alian is a surprise to the visiting 
lo not ! a g us, for in 
t f ter rar an quite 
iat h rward A ire 1 t 
ref c { Ss h ir at P? c 
e transportat to tl ZZ ‘ 








read or suggested improvements more closely 
studied In Italy as also in Germany there has 
en held we the astinternational conference 
national conference. Switzerland preceded 
the Let us hope that France will not be 
ig behind them 
Phat libraries should lead in projects of in- 
rnat il alliance and co-operation is in the 
ry nature { things Ihe community that 
we each serve may be local; but the work that 
we for this community inevitably takes us 
broad We are to help the citizen of to-day 
t in existence truly contemporary; an ¢ t 


ence which takes advantage of the experience 





that has gone before and of the example that 
es beyond r gate his service discounte- 
nances geographical and political barriers It 
is necessarily international We are inconceiv- 
bl n isolat I 
Che pro ts for international conference, ay 
preciation, alliance, and co-operation that have 
stinguished the st two years we may there 
fore welcor asa necessary development And 
we should omit n ffort to assume with dignity 
ind eff \ e responsibilities which the. 
involve for us In these ternational under- 
takings as the leadership with us be gs among 
r learned instit ns to the Smithsonia the 
ead t braries belongs to the 
Lit Hiow gladly would we 
acct il Library will assume 
this have re ced in the ay 
preciat which has recognized the splendid 
possibilities of this institution in so splendid a 
bu li i Ww I ive re ¢ | nm ¢ ery accession 
to its service of trained capacity; we are ready 
to accept in good fait is necessary from con- 
litions of which we cannot have adequate 


knowledge a certain proportion of compro 





se with expediency ; we congratulate Mr 
Young on his identification with the beginning 
f a new career for this great institution: we 
ngratulat rselves for every sympathy that 
has expressed for the ideals we have in view, 
for the work which we have in comm and 
we sole y urge upon him to recognize that 
there a work for him and for his library which 
s te re-eminent amongst us; that as his 
I g stands the stateliest monument yet 
erected to rary service, the library itself 
st 1 stand as the culmin g effort of the 
co erating library interests of this country. 


by itself the Library of Congress 


Significance: it is but one of 
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us As the leader in co-operative effort in this 


yuntry, and as the representative of this coun- 
nations — as 


op 


try n 


the National 


co-operative ellort among 


Library, in short it has an 


portunity for service, for power, and for repute 
that might lift it far above and beyondus. The 
work to be done for a beginning needs no dar- 


ing imagination to conceive, nor extraordinary 


resource to carry out: it is simply to make 
national the work which is being carried on here 
and there by local experiment, such as the in- 


irative index 


lex to scientific serials or the comy 
to state legislation; and to d nee for all the 


work that is being wastefully duplicated a 


thousand times over such the cataloging 


f current publications entered under the copy- 
right law If the National Library will but 
make use of the prestige t which it is entitled, 
and of the contributory energies that are freely 


it its service from all over the yuntry, it will 
find little need of special 1 rees to accon 
plish great end 

The past year, which has seen so various 
projects for international alliance, has seen als 
extraordinary advance within r own borders 
Ihe enthusiasm for association which, not cor 
tent with the opportunities er this sing 
vearly meeting, led to the formation of local li 
brary clubs with several meetings a year, has 
proceeded a step further and brought together 
the local clul interstat erer \ 
half-dozen such have been |} 1 during the past 
year, the last of which, at-Evanston, repre 
sented the library nterest { seven states 
There is so much to be said, it must be said t 
so many people, and so many times and in s 
many forms to the same people, that it would 
be unsafe to prophesy a limit to such gather 
ings. They mean statement of principle, com- 


if experience, exhortation, and that 


parison <¢ 


ense of power which comes from comradeship 


in responsibility ; they begin with the ambition 


to know and they result in the ambition to d 


It is pleasant t such organization extend- 


» sce 


ng into the southern states ; and we congratu- 
late the Library Club of Georgia on its achieve 


ment in the establishment of a state library 


for Tennessee 


uth 


A new library law 
the 
be held east of the Blue Ridge 
We 
has been entirely free from [ 
the north. In bill 


lishment of a library commission was defeated 


commission. 


shows that progress in the s S$ nott 


cannot claim that the general advance 


impediment even in 
the estab 


Minnesota a for 

































PUTNAM. 


through th pposition of Ignatius D \ log, the firs un { the Catalogue of the 
It was not,” said Mr. D ¢ vith | I e Nationa Th perative it 
province of the legislature to supply the {| exing cientific serials entered upon by tl 
with books anyj ethan it was w I t ( bia, Crerar, Ha 1, New York Publi 
Moreover, he d ted t practica fw i Bost Pul libraries already an 
wast e attempted Books were not eve t in i g passed the prelin 
a single day nora ngle week (ne men I nd being alr ly unde va Its value 
f a family did 1 veruse them a then returs f w I rtant Its tribution t 
‘ then Ch were read by every member tl R Societ 1 the xperier 
the family ( lation nder h f will yield as ¢ d ar letail may be more 
stances w 1 slow process Again, how were portant st The B rary has en 
these different libraries t t from part t made free i chang \ h v luct f 
part of the stat The whole thing was really free libraric nust pF ‘ ‘ me as the 
a scheme for some ealer to off a lot of progress of tl hi alis to tl larger nat il 
! ks; and the $ appropriation wa . fe and service of the butterfl I " ance 
ended isalevyt ry a hole in the t er indicated by the general str iral develoy 
in nm the red anne f intelligence and ment ha nm it lf been fl ently t nt 
tion t t flood of t1 iva ’ The ¢ umbia Library has en ¢ pleted and 
trea y Gramma or epigra thrown ope The new brary bull g at 
Mr. Donnelly may always be depende »be Providence not merely we nder wa but 
ryptogr mat is to be ym pleted worthy amplitude wit 
\ th ire Donnellys in other parts a to tl f pene! y of Mr. Brown; the cor 
One ther guarding the trea \ New petit at Newark has re ted in plans an ‘ 
Y City ) a similar flood of extr c the most interesting yet devised for a librar f 
He deter 1 that no liber I e tl €; a site as been pu ised f the St 
wit e Sat me f te gence and Le bl ] rary W I rea ibly 
eve { t t € ( t ma st I i Iding irger 
per cer the sesse " t f the t than that at I ul the | es vards 
H r re t gift of 1 I free put i w library gy f Cleveland how 
library t ristocrat stit n”’ whic th M ( t fe ks left in spit 
I i x re alue the yu t e {re s the per f which 
return The aristocracy t which M Van ta r Eng h u ist 
Wyck refer S$ pres ibly t iristocracy of sun And New York City itse given 
arning, Ww ) has ed, w é ifer t the | t ve ide towards a 
little of value on the present administration 11 ientif ystem the deter iat f plar 
New York City fora library t ling nsideration of pris 
[here have been other perplexiti the s, careful and deliberate investigation of ex 
q netropolitan district In Brookly a site f sting examy idoption of precise ecifica 
library building failed on the gr nd that a_ tions, embodied in a provisional schem« 
public library not ar educat nstit missior f this scheme to the criticism of 
tion. In the face of this rebuff we can only brariar " e npetit n which, while 
q take what comfort we may in the fact that the sper t were prescribed, other so 
brary section of the National Education Ass tions of arrangement were invited ; a second 
iation was launched at Milwaukee last July, restricted competition in which advantage was 
and that in England the attempt to impose in- taken of suggestions advanced in the first ; and 
come taxes upon public libraries was s s- a final de n based uy the judgment of 
fully resisted on the ground that such libraries experts: the librarian himself adviser of the 
ire educational institutions trustees throughout, and himself a member of 
But after all, the occasional impediment only the jury of award We may not all agree as t 
adds relish to the general progress; and with the perfection of the plans a lopted, but we 
this we have small reason for dejectior A ng can agree that the meth 1 adopted f jeter 
particular bibliographic projects of note there mining these plans was in fact a method, and 
have been the new volume of ‘ Poole’s index, ne eminently calculated to secure the best 
the first volume of the ‘‘ Cumulative index, r t There were 12 firms of architects 


the supplement to the Peabody Institute cata- in the final competition, Of these, if my in- 











formation is correct, 11 submitted plans based 


the scheme suggested by the trustees ; and 
10 of the 11 testified that they did so after 
trying other schemes and discarding them as 
ess satisfactory rhe 12th plan disregarded 
the scheme entirely It received recognition 
for its beauty and was rebuked for its disre- 
gard of administrative requirements 


I repeat: | believe that this competition in 


New York, in its method of procedure, in th 

stitution of its jury, in the award, and in 
the rebuke that accompanied the award, is the 
most in rtant ntribution yet made to the 
cient yf library architecture as an applied 
science 


Philadelphia's turn is t ome next. Afte1 
suffering long reproach for being without any 
free-library system whatever she ha idenly 


whose ictivity 


world With 


expanded a library system 
measured by home use, leads the 


in appropriation i S1,oo 00 








Start towards a central structure for this system. 
We wish her prosperity and trust she will not 
be content with a building less than the best or 
facilities less than the amplest ind we hope 
thatin plar ling for tl building she will avail 
herself of the example in pr dure set by New 
York If she can improve upon it, so much the 
better A few such examples will establish a 
ige and a definite usage as to procedure 

is the first step towards agre nt in the apy 
ation of proper principles to the thing itself 
ation of proper principles 
n have concert It is 
tat ir res] sibility 
lies, and it is there that the influence f these 
conferences may be felt Phat they have a 
value to each one of nthe i rmat they 
ield on part ir points eacho f us knows 
But the service that they render in these ec 
tions is one that may be rendered very ade- 
uately as time goes on by the local associations 
What we can d n these national ferences 
to gather up the larger experience, tor d 

tendencies, to estimate their effect for i 1 


pinion into the application ofthem. The proper 
exercise of this influence may lead us to inter 
fere t nsel or protest in particular cases 
for instance, where legislation is proposed, asin 
the Dingley bill, injuriously curtailing the facili- 


ties for the education which we exist to extend 


or where, in a national department, whose con- 


duct aflects each one of us, and where continuity 
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in apparently satisfac- 


of policy is important, 


tory administration is abruptly terminated and 


an inexperienced one substituted. But, as @ 
rule, our safer influence may be found in the 
enunciation of general principles, to which par- 
ticular cases may be referred by the dividuals 


most ser 


viceable if each be framed to comprehend a 


ymmplete statement of a single problen the 
experience, the points at issue, the discussion 


is possible, a determina- 


tion of the better doctrine or practice This is 
the theory upon which the present program has 
been framed. It takes up not ne but two 
problems, but it attempts a reasonably complete 
exposition of each 

Our first deals with the education necessary 
to the proper practice of our profession itself. 
That we do constitute a profession we hav: 


casually announced as pportunity offered 
during many years past I do not know that 
we have ever been ntradicted, but this does 
not relieve us from responsibility to make g i 


the boast We know that ours is not one of the 
learned professior riginally -called We 
must confess that admittance to its privileges 
requires as yet neither special ed ition nor 
formal test. It is probably true that a larger 
proportion of the members of this associatior 
to-day a! with tpl ess lai trait g, except 
iS gaine 1 practice, than was tl ise when 
the association was formed 22 years agt 
Itis very likely tr that brarians to-da 
i irger percentag ack the higher academi 
training than lacked it before ever rariat 
ship claimed to be a professior But we fe 

r work to be high, and so broad, and 

paone; we see itsou nited a demand 
yr tl highest broades ind deepest 





sess them, we feel tl ntitled 
to ther and rank tl ard. 

We have, however neere a 
respect for precisi nd that a 
profession can be « t definite 
standards, a specialized educat i a formal 
test Now that S an associal I we have 
passed our majority it is very fitting that w 
should consider and determine all of these pre 
requisites. We have reached the age of self 
consciousness; we are to pause and consider 
how we came to be what we are, how others 
may come to be like us. But something more 


than this: for we are to have presented to us 

















t conference voted it desirable that its ¢ 
1 ‘**should consider how library assistar 
7 may best be aided in their training in the ge 
eral principles of their profess Ps 
fessor Macgregor ibted the rofit of t 
estigat n bec s brariar < In't 
j tra ] they must be bor: It is but 15 ye 
since Mr. Dewey's plan f i library sche 
I ed s istonished oppositior t 
American Associat It is but 10 year 
the first school was inaugurat whi Ss! 
par i lusty family Let not get 
op Sition t I pr posal as scounte ce 
by thes € ithe r t It wa lt \ 
grounds t st fear that such schools h 
ing outa rt ted sp lalized train re tl 
technig library work w d induce t 
gard of that thoroug general ¢ cation wh 
should be its fundament Whether as now « 
stituted ney cak ted t d s 
re 
ther . 
l Itw 
ied in tl 
ations 
the Ir 
ternat il Institute of Bil graphy or its 
tional sections for founding library scho« 
This resolution seemsto have been a 
gravity and without dissent I ought to 
. your attention t t because it indicates t 
*rtain authorities should properly rey 
sented in the formati f librarians whi 
have hitherto been lacking in the foundation 
’ library schools. If the businesses of publishin 
and of bookselling are to establish standard 
for the profession of librarianship we ge 
ce a lenient ncept of the term “‘ professior 
which may be of use and comfort 


to the 

special 
sion w<¢ 
f itself 
On this 


treat th 








Our second 








main topic is entire 


first. It consists of all th 
and popular activity know 
rk Ihe public library us 
as an ‘‘allied agency” of 


erse the 


irious methods of trainir i educat 
ilso the method that consists in training 

t ethod, and re t letern e sc 
practicable wl f s ca ated 
ply the essential ally ot ' 
mining \ tar he essentials. 

It is 18 years since the British Associat 





PUTNAM. 


nm as ex 
ed to spea 
the scl ] 
relation an 


and the club and the muse 



































th art ga y as allied agencies of t 
brary It is natural that this toy should 
ear r prograr ra certain gentlemar 
the Philippines is t the only e of his 
¢ . I c ! = es I in Kat 
\ re ar ‘ e e: « mt 
eums, art galleri ecture courses; the only 
Ww f whict he National Educati Asso 
1 itself cou " 1 being annexed by 
vas elf-defe t nne s first Like the 
strong maninthecir have been taking on 
t alter anothe til we ave becomea 
great regate ot hithert ! t t t s 
r t wir uf t t « } é to sup- 
port these « } wn f ndat and reta 
his eq t But i not ntent with 
mere ¢ ilibriun Wea not « tent t tand 
it rest And our entieen s ' ‘ 
this great mas t n e forward 
But also it is especially appropriate that this 
¢ Ca witl t ti nfere e, | iuse 
Ww ! et att . r of the most v ] 
fused extension system on this hemispher 
a i system has a most intimate 
s iS a syster of practical and 
I ed il naugurated by a sincere 
humanitar sm, sustained by an enthusiast 
missionary spirit, Successful in re hing a vast 
dy of livi st reached by more formal 
processe f educat n is ‘ I als in 
bringing these, at least for a time and even if 
but superficially, into touch with the highest 
literature and achievement Hlere we are to 
have opportunity to see Chautauqua in 
c to hear it from the lips of its chief 
postle, There reason, indeed, for our meet 
g in this place th this program And with 
the enthusiasm of interest, endeavor, and a 
mmon purpose that we bring with us; with the 
eauty andcharm of the place itself, ma le facile 
t is by the t hospitable and considerate 
irrangements for our comfort and enjoyment 
with the ner top planned for discussion, 
ind with the special local toy for it tiga 
tion and study if with all these our confer 
ence fail of interest and success, the next a 
ministration M h is to say the incoming 
secretary has a k before | which I do 
not envy 
I have alrea letained y long fron 
the real bu c the session Taking pattern 
y our English usins, whose formality in 
these details » fascinated us last summer, | 
now declare nference OPEN 





BRANCHES 
WELLMAN, 


BY HILLER 


N the 
must attempt rathera description of branch 


absence of recent reports this paper 


systems now in operations than a mere sum- 


mary of progress for the year. Closely allied 


with a branch system are the delivery to schools 


of books charged on cards, and the travelling 


library plan of sending small collections for 


temporary use at schools, charitable and re- 


ligious associations, hospitals, city institutions, 
Boston, for 


number of 30 are com- 


etc In instance, 


the 


fire companies 
all such agencies t 
prised and administered under the branch de- 
But 


fined to public 


partment discussion must here be con- 


agencies of distribution—such as 


Stations, reading-rooms, and branches 


DELIVERIFE 
t a station, 


Ihe simplest form of delivery is n 


but a Aome delivery by messenger such as is in 
operation at the Mercantile Library of New 
York. ‘' For two dollars per year books are 
delivered to any part of New York south of 
the Harlem River. No limitations are placed 
ipon the number of books which may be de 


livered for this sum, excepting that the extra 


books which are permitted to be taken in the 


summer cannot be delivered under this arrange- 


ment.”’ (77th annual report, 1597, p. I1.) 

Mr. Peoples, the librarian, writes We 
have members who get as many as three and 
four deliveries each week for at least eight 


months in the year.” The library also sells a 
postal card to members (not paying by the year) 
**for five and ten cents each, which insures the 
** We start 


the messengers on the deliveries for the resi- 


delivery and return of one book.” 


dences at about two o'clock p.m. each day. 
We divide the city east and west and make de- 
liveries to each side on alternate days ; three 
times per week on the east side and the same for 
The books are carried 


the west side in straps, 


and when the bundles are not too large we al- 


ways utilize the surface street cars These 
messengers are regular employes of the li- 
brary S417 volumes were so delivered last 
year 


The advantages of this arrangement over the 
old 


system of delivery stations appear to be 
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DELIVERIES * 


PUBLIC LIBRARY, BROOKLINE, MA 


himself 
I know 


of no public library employing this system, and, 


sufficient here to induce the borrower 


to bear the expense of transportation 


if substituted for delivery stations, it would cut 
the 


The scheme is of interest, 


off the poorer public unless expense were 


borne by the library. 


however, as a possible future line of develop- 
ment 
ELIVERY STATION 
rhe type of delivery station almost universal 


is that located in a store and administered by 
the propriet r He receives the books returned 
and forwards them with the cards to be dis 
charged at the central library He also hands 


out the books charged and sentto him from the 


central library. Under this arrangement the 


responsibility of the proprietor is ata minimum, 


consisting in handing out and receiving books 
and forwarding them, together with fines, cards, 


and applications for registration. In many 


cases he is not even required to compute fines, 


but the account sent to him daily from the 


central library. 


For such service he sometimes receives a 


fixed sum ranging from almost nothing to as 


high as $250 per year, the amount most often 


paid being, perhaps, in the neighborhood of 


$roo. It is becoming more common now to pay 


Station agents according to their circulation 


Here, too, rates vary. lersey City 
ota 


card sent to the library 


pays one- 


third cent for each book or borrower's 


Newark pays one 
TOOO vol- 
for 


Chicag« 


cent for each volume circulated up to 
and half a cent 
rhe the 


Public Library has been $10 per month for 500 


umes per month, each 


volume additional. rate at 


$2 a hundred 


tor 


volumes or less, from 500 to 1000 


volumes, and $1 each 100 volumes over 


leliveries 


G. W. Cole, 
pers prepared for the World's 
A. E. Bostwick, * 


NAL, Jan., 1898, vo t 1 


* Branches and 
Library Congres 


} 


Branch libraries "’ in the Liprary k 


the annual reports of vari 


ous libraries, and especially those of the Boston Public 
Library for 1896-97 and for 18 correspondence 


and branches and 


Philadelphia, Newark 


with certain librarians inspection of 


deliveries in Baltimore Jersey 


City, New York Boston 

















































cient to create competition for tl I € 
among storekeepers, wit t any other r 

neration. A compensation based on circulat 
seems to be preferred by th e libr 1 Ww 


have had experience with both. 


** The 





new method makes it to their [the st 
terest to interest the local constit 
de ample and attractive a 
modat is, to advertise these and t win 
popularity for the station by adequate and at 
tentive service (Boston Put Library, An- 
nual report, 1896-97.) 

In spite of the fact that new delivery statior 
are rapidly being established, their desirability 
is sometimes questioned The president of the 
New York Mercantile Library Association says 
** We believe this system [home delivery] far 
preferable and much more advantageous 
every way for our members than the 1 plan 


ns in vogue many years ag 














and which had to be abandoned for the reason 
that it did not give satisfaction either to the 
library members or to the library management 
We are sometimes adversely criticised for not 
rehabilitating this systen 

‘While delivery stations wit! t opport 
ties of examining or inspecting the books may 
inswer very well for fre ibraric n ul 

inion they are not suital ind t be 
made to give satisfaction to the classes com] 

ig ir members! Annual report, 1 
p. 12 

he same objectionsare felt publ braries 
rhe ef of them are 1) Two trips necessary 

to apply for the ok the other to get it 

2) the conseq t delay 3) the liability of not 
securing a book asked for and the necessity of 
g g without any book until another yplica 
tion can be tried }) the lack of opportunity 

in the t k before selecting 

lo obviate these difficulties, the Boston P 
il Library has deve pe 1 the plan KI ! i 
the deposit system. From 300 t ‘ ‘ f 
sent to each of the 17 delivery stations ar 
placed on shelves, where they may be har d 
freely by the publi They are then allowed t 
circulate directly from the station, being charged 
and discharged there Somewhat more than 
half the collection is fiction, the rest hist 
biography, travel, literature, science. Great 


care is taken to choose books of 
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‘ i ira sufthciently poy 
at £ Lhe tar I Ww 
h t x esd ted « vely 
t ! ‘ ‘ f tion on 
I t t it a ’ t ‘ t nge 
50 V im¢ thiy 
Che dey t fe re yi cat nt ed 
t le the re ery, but pple 
‘ 1 the r ul 
il ‘ ! It t el ¢ 
ma ect s t le ery tat is 
mu s )if the borrower w ere et 
tertaining | k to read, | i et it wit t 
two trips 2) he car t it wit it delay 
f unsuccessful in his ition tot 
library, he need not go empty away 1(4 
in drawing a book from the deposit, he |} t! 
pri georex l ysevera j re nes 
But perhaps the strongest cla for the deposit 
system is based in the fact that by it a better 
class ¢ é ng can be circulated tha 1 almost 
any other way. With a sprinkling of fiction as 
at the borrower finds himself handling a set 
of most excellent books The practica I 
venience f taking one of the nediately 
rather than waiting to send to the central library 
will ‘ etermine | many times in favor 
fa better So thateventhe ‘ best t ks 
of time, which,” Mr. Dana sa ‘no one 
reads,” stand a good ur 
\ syster this sort must, of course, require 
t m the station agent Wher 
lelivery needs merely a shelf for st 
ks pr to har g then ver the cour 
‘ t ition 1 res a separate m 
r t f the stor isuall t least 12 feet 
re { i n ite n ises chair 
and ible, where books 1 catalogs may be 
te More labor s s demanded from 
¢ Her t rg ind discharge the 
nd e notices yllect fines, remove 
1 nding, pay for volumes stolen, 
ré rtt ily statist etc., et For all this 
including ght, heat, rent, ar ser ‘ tl 
ul rar iys $12 for the first 30 
\ es le I 1 monthly and tw 
ts for each lume additiona In compari 
sons rat however, it n t be remembered 
it r this tem the tra brary wa 
t ye relic 1 of re ling a circulation of 
sot I “x es 
[he deposit system worthy of considera 






ment of stations It is noteworthy also that in 
spite of the attractiveness of the deposit feature, 
which, since its introduction in Boston two 
years ag has increased the use of the stations 
fourfold, this increase has not taken place at 
the expense of the daily delivery, which has 


; 


wna marked gain. 


Most libraries prefer to hire their own wagons, 
week for 


and driver, each team capable of cover- 


it a cost of about $25 per horse, 
wagon, 
g nearly 40 miles per day. 
fs 


nomical than 


f 


The employment 


ich wagons may or may not be more eco 


local expresses according tothe 


number and location of the stations — but the 
greater gain lies in the regularity of the ser- 
vice, 

The books are carried in all sorts of boxes, 


trunks The form preferred in 


recently adopted in Worcester, isa 


and 


chests, 
Soston, and 
heavy wooden chest, bound with iron straps 
and co 
n to be used when 


sliding partit 


the box is but partially filled Such boxes cost 
$5.75 each, wear a long time, and furnish good 
protection forthe books. On the other hand, 
the Jersey City Library obtains good results 
with an ordinary, light, extension or ‘‘tele- 


le of cloth or paper material. 





ANCH READING MS. 
Many raries i tion with a delivery 
system maintain branch reading-rooms. These 
liffer from stations in being located in rooms 


and 


ary 


hired by the library, in being administered 


regular li employe. Besides pro- 


viding periodicals, they frequently contain ref- 


ks : metimes books for circula- 


tion In Boston a reading-room can be sup- 


rted at an average cost of $1000 per year. 
ing 
homes, the reading 


ffering attractive quarters for read 
good 


room has a great advantage over the station in 


to persons without 





iffording opportunity for personal work by a 
ski attendant in guiding the choice of read- 
ng 
BRANCHES 
[he term *‘ branch” is used to denote an in- 
stitutior such as may be found in Boston, 


New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and else- 


much more elaborate than a mere 


where 
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latter c« 


ntai 
milal 


reading-room, even when the 
stock of books for circu 
a distributing 


lation. Forthe reading- 


room is primarily agency, with 
1; 


provision in addition for recreative reading on 
the premises, while a branch performs also the 
more serious uses of a small independent li- 


brary, and in connection with the central library 


A well-equipped brancl 


still other functions. 


in addition to the work-rooms needed for ad- 


ministrative provides accommoda- 


purposes 


tions for a delivery-room, a general reference 


or reading-room, a periodical reading-room 
a study-room for school classes and clubs, and 


whenever possible a separate children’s 1 
There are many small branches which do not 
enjoy such extended facilities, but there are 


others which approximate such requirements — 


many providing for most of these departments 
of work forall. The plans 


Lawrenceville Pittsburgh 


some for the 


and 


branch at include a 


lecture hall also. 


la 


Mr. Bostwick’'s very full discu } 


ssion of branch 
administration in the LIBRARY J NAL for Jan- 


extended 


uary, 1898, renders unnecessary an 

treatment here. In general a branch has the 
customary records — register, shelf-list, acces- 
sions book, and catalog ; but at Baltimore and 
Philadelphia the branch accession books are 


kept at the central library. The ordering is al- 


most always done at the central library, whilethe 
cataloging is done at the branches in the Agui- 
lar and Free Circulating libraries, New York, at 
| ’ I ia 


ards are print- 


the central library in Baltimore, PI 


and Boston. 





In the latter case the 


ed. In Boston there is at the central library a 





union branch catalog, and a union s -list is in 


s 


progress; the main register and accessions 


book include the central library with the branch 
records in duplicate. 
** Pratt 


but no union catalog nor register; 


Institute has a union accession book 


Baltimore 


n find- 


has a union shelf-list and a printed uni 
ing list; Philadelphia has an official union cata- 
log at the New York the 


Aguilar has no union accession book, register, 


central library. In 


or catalog; the Free Circulating has a union 


shelf-list and is making a union card catalog 


duplicate of which it is intended to 


I 
sjostwick in List 


every branch.” (A. E ARY 
JOURNAL, Jan., '98.) 
Baltimore, printing frequent editions of the 


union finding list, furnishes no other catalog at 


the branch. Elsewhere a separate card cata- 











s usua ite 


the New York | 








few special books which seem to be required 


by the peculiarities of certain districts only. 


Elsewhere strict uniformity is not usually 


sought 


The introduction of open shelves in branches 


s the most pronounced tendency of the times 


}ooks rare or costly will naturally be preserved 


in the central library, while books located at 
the branches will all be suitable for the general 
reader For these reasons a branch offers the 
best | ble field for the succe f the open- 
shelf syster At Pittsburgh the branches now 
t ding are constructed with this in view. At 
Philadelphia free access is general throughout 
} 1 


ranches and central lil 


At New 


are provi 


York 


rary. 


and Boston open shelves 


branches recently organized, while alterations 


ilitate their luc 
] l l At the Enoch 


reviousiv close 
the branches 


are being instituted to fa introc 
tion in others f 
Pratt Free Library the shelves at 


ire closed, and the librarian emphasizes his 


With this 


ously t 


lisapproval of allowing free access. 


exception pinion seems unanim » flavor 


open shelves 


In comparing the advantages of branches 
ind stations the greater cost of branches is fre- 
rently cited in a vague way To give the 


teness I have compiled statistics 


howing the cost per volume of circulation last 
year at certain branches and stations. Under 
branches I have omitted the cost of books and 


annot be estimated for 


binding, since this item « 
ns If I 


correctly the figures 


have read 


as { 


Stat the printed reports 


are llows 
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Cost per voiume cir- 
culated through 


Cost per volume 
circulated by 


stations. branches. 
Public Library of | Free Library, } 
Newark, £ 2€ Philadelphia, {****** — 
Public Library of ' Free Circulating Li-} 
Chicago, { s.3 brary, New York, { *°% 
Public Library of } .. Public Library, { 
Boston, \ soe Boston, } 1“ 


In comparing these figures it must be remem- 


bered, first, that the cost of charging and 


discharging the books is charged against the 
branches, but is probably 


the 


not ¢ hargé d against 


stations except in Boston, where this work 


is done at the stations; second, that in the case 


of branches the whole cost of all the work done 


including reference work, co-operation with 
the schools, reading-room use, et: has been 


charged against the circulation for home 


that the comp 


use, so 


irative cost may perhaps roughly 
measure the 


in each 


amount of such work accomplished 


case. Taking these facts into consid- 


eration, it is by no means certain that for circu- 


lation alone the cost of a branch need be greatly 


in excess of the cost of a station, while for the 


amount of service rendered, if such a comparison 
is allowable, the branch may yield dollar for 
dollar better results. The determining factor 


will in many cases be found in the geographical 
distribution of population. Where compara- 


tively isolated districts exist, with al 


lation grouped around prominent and accessible 


irge popu- 


centres, there the opportunity will offer for 


establishing a strong, far-reaching branch 


while with a dense population, stretching 


con- 


tinuously, without well-defined centres, frequent 


delivery stations may be preferred. 
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TH! scope of ar rt like this is t e in- mittee, | r ot it f the 
terprete la ‘ ng the pr | s 1 g é \ the liate 
methods which are represented library pla charg f t S} this be 
- us well as the details of suc! brary ngs the tset f en the ng 
is ha been re itly erected (2 . el t i t 1 tw 
There i ncreasit lis] tion 4 I t t t t t € t | 
tt ra s nnected with the | f tt £ as ! will be 
4 a library Iding, to turn to experts wl re considered i ! f 
competent in their various departments r in the light of t girest sw h t libr 
trustworthy suggestions or direction. Instances rian is et g f vard This ha ‘ 
in point ar vent t 1, heatir et Vet ( 1 th e New Yor Newark 
ery \ sly, itis in the field of ar tectur and Pr c [ 2 ‘ 
tself that the greatest need for the 1 s rhe est of the tual relat f libs 
an expert has show tself, pa rly wher rian and h t ft t tter | 
rcumstances have made it desirable to reach selected, is so rece ncreas ttent 
the select of the architect of t l g Itist means new t r as th 
throug! c f the var s forn f « et t to meet tl librarians at ast f ‘ 
tion, rather than | tright cl e of been wholl\ s 1 heret ( Ss witne 
individual In such instances, a consulting the very adn e paper of Mr. Nor nd S 
architect s required The wisdom of sucha Patt in architect of Chicag I re this 
course has beer ry em{ t y t ition in 1889 Late 8 t Bat \ 
trated to those raries which have te G 1 ( ny f Boston are the | 
it uding the New York, Milwaukee t shers of lr ra t nd al f 
Providence pu! libraries, and t ( the Br ure s f are ectural illustra 
University Library, for w this service s§ tior unned to is i ** Spec brary n 
1 performed by Professor W m R. Ware € f the latter j tion, whicl | 
f Columbia | versity nd tl Newar Free t t the s t f rar irchitect t 
Public Library, for which a similar work has from the point of view of the architect and 
been performed by Professor A. D. F. Hamlit from that of the librariar his number (dated 
of Columbia University. A like « rse ha November, 1897), conta 1 a noteworthy art 
since been taken by the Jersey City Publ n ** Librar rchitecture ’ from one of the 
Library, which has also engaged Professor most eminent of American ar tects, Russe 
Hamlin as consulting architect. Sturgis, but gav ip seven of its pages toa 
Equally noticeable is the increasing tendency presentation of the san subject from the 
the part of library boards, to recognize that librarian’s point of view. These pages included 
the librarian himself is or ought to be the ul article the writer this r rt, of 
expert authority to be consulted within the ‘‘ Planning a librar from the librarian’s point 
field of technical library details. An ideal way f view M Charles C. Soule \ 
of bringing the librarian into closest contact mirable paper on ‘‘ Points of agreement among 
with every successive step in the planning and brariatr rar hitecture + That 
ling is by making hin 


4 construction of the bu 


secretary 
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so pronounced a statement of library needs 


architecturally considered, but presented from 


the librarian’s point of view—should have been 
placed before a constituency of architects, under 


circumstances so exceptionally favorable, is an 
occasion for much gratification. Some of the 


fruits of this increased interest in the subject, 
by architects, may perhaps be seen in the inter- 
esting ‘‘Competition for the ground plan of a 
library building for a town or small city,” which 


of 


In connection 


was arranged for in the number the same 


periodical, dated January, 18908. 
with the announcement of this competition, the 
‘* strongly advised to 
the the No- 


vember number The plan which received the 


competing architects were 


} 


i” * ove named, in 


read articles al 


award (made in February, by the judges, Pro- 
Ww 


Institute of 


Chandler, of the Massachu- 


Technology, Mr. Charles C 


fessor Francis 
setts 


Soule, and the editor of this architectural jour- 


nal) is published in the March number, at p. 
$5 At p. 47 of the same number is an instruc- 
tive tabulation of all the plans submitted.t 
Mention should be made of several recent 
urchitectural competitions which are of excep- 
tional interest The first of these is that of 
the New York Public Library. The prelimi- 
nary arrangements were conducted by a com- 


mittee of the board (with a special advisory 


committee of three, consisting of the executive 


officer of the library, Dr. Billings, Professor 
William R. Ware, of Columbia University, and 
Mr. Bernard R. Green, of the Library of Con- 
gress). It was decided to obtain the plans by 
two consecutive competitions, the terms of which 
are reprinted in the LIBRARY JOURNAL, June, 


1897, Vv. 22, p. 296-97. The terms of the sec- 
ond competition, in which twelve architects 
took part, were published August 2, 1897, and 
are summarized in the LIBRARY JOURNAL, V. 22, 
| \ [The award was made November 10, 
1897, the plans of Carrére & Hastings, of New 
York, being then adopted. A brief description 
of their plans will be found in the LipRary 

RNAL, V. 22, p. 744-45, and the floor-plans 
ind view are reproduced at p. 735. Itis not 


isant to be obliged to add that, owing to a 


pe arly unenlightened course of action which 
ary “ B hure series,"’ p. i 

I e Nove er ue, above ted f the B hure 

} shed 45 library views, Europea and 

American, reproduced in half-tones of exceptional excel 
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the New York City Comptroller has felt obliged 
to adopt, this admirable building remains un- 
letter from Dr. 
‘** The 
Public 


stimate and Appor- 


built, and not even begun. A 


Billings, dated May 19, 1898, says 

matter is now before the Department of 
the Board of | 
tionment, and it is impossible t 
taken. I think it pr 


mately the necessary funds will be granted and 


Parks and 





» say when action 


will be bable that ulti 


the work go on to complete the contract made 


by the city, but this may not be done before 
next fall, or possibly not for a year.” 
The that of the Newark 


Free Public Library. The pamphlet announce- 


second instance is 


ment of ‘‘Conditions of competition” was is- 


sued June 21, 1897, the plans being called for 
between September 20 and September 23, 18907 

I I , j 
The award was made October 7, 1897, the plans 
of Rankin & of Phi 


then adopted. 


Kellogg, ladelphia, being 


The third instance is that of the Jersey City 
Onthe sth of Ay 
ied to 


Free Public Library. yril, 1898, 


circulars of instructions were issi archi- 


tects. A preliminary sketch competition was 
closed April 30, 1898, and a second competition 
was then announced, to close June 24, 1898 
The committee of award consisted of three 
eminent architects, George B. Post, Bruce 
Price, and A. D. F. Hamlin. 

A competition has also been held in connec- 
tion with the Lynn (Mass.) Public Library 
plans. 

One of the most elaborate schemes of archi- 


tectural competition is that embodied in the 


pamphlet of 39 pages, entitled ‘‘ Programme 
for an international competition for the Phebe 
Hearst architectural plan of the University of 


California (including a library building for 


=50,000 volumes), which is dated ‘‘ Berkeley, 


California, December 3, 1897,"’ and which was 


distributed to architects and others in both con- 


tinents early in 1898. The estimated cost of 
the building is not stated, but the fact that the 
sum of $50,000 has been set apart simply for 


the purposes of this competition, including the 


payment of the awards, makes this a note- 


worthy architectural incident 
In 


much is to be hoped fe 


leaving this subject it may be said that 


r from the increased at- 


tention, as well more intelligent atten- 


tion, which is now paid to the mutual relation 


between the architect and the librarian 


If now we pass to the second part of the sub- 

























































ject and examine briefly the notewort le 


tails of recent library buildings, regret must be 


expressed that the response to the request for 
such details from the various libraries has beer 
so meagre 

It is possible, however, to t ns f 


the more noteworthy instances, as named be 


Library at Albany (now moving for a locatior 


listinct from the State Capitol the ¢ eland 
Publ Library (now making comparison of 
plans); and the St. Louis Public Library (wl 

n the 24th of last March purchased a lot 324% 
282 feet for its new building). To the should 


e added the New York Public Library and the 





Jersey City Public Library, neither of which 


has yet advanced beyond the stage of securing 
plans 

Seven libraries, costing in each instance m« 
than $100,000, are now in process of construc- 
tion, namely, the Lynn (Mass.) Publ Library, 
7} 


State Historical Society Librar Madison, 
W ind the Milwaukee Public | ry and 
Museum 

The record of noteworthy library buildings 
which have bee pene 1 to the public since 
January I, 1895, is a striking one It is les 


the Boston Public Library, January 31, 1895 
e Carnegie Library, Pittsburgh 
5, 1895 ; the Pratt Institute Library, 
1896; the Peoria (Ill.) Publi 


11, 1897; the Hart Mem 





Y., May 12, 1897; the 


rary, September 1, 1897; the Chicag 





brary, October 9, 18907; the Col 


niversity Library, October 12, 1897; the Li- 


brary of Congress, November 1, 1897; the 


says Mr. Dewey 





Omaha (Ne I Library; and the Prince 
t University Library, November 7, 1897. * 
Sever fthe pub braries above amed 
~ wa str gy re mbiance in general type t 
i tur It \ ya super a 
er t hich w ! fy the is re 
pr ng *’ the ture of the Boston Put 
lic Library | ling It Id be more rrect 
to say that I the Boston Public Library and 
tI thers named |} w s w stror y the 
fluence of tl Sainte Genevit Library? in 
Paris, as that t 1, shows the nfluence of 
some of the Italian palace fthe Renaissance 
ch as the Pit a t | rence th 
Pompei Pal at Vers 
This is a phe met \ h s} posse 
not only interest t tructiveness for both 
the librarians and the archit who are study- 
ing the future library architect Some of 
the subordinate bearings may be stated as fol- 
lows 
1. The architectural strong point of this type 
seems to consist in the symmetry and simplicity) 
f it tlines 1¢ main, two parallel line 
extended hor ntally only so far as symmetry 
demands.} It does not inc’ude such a feature 
as a tower as < f its growths, and it 
+] ri Ided se " tew ! 
re r Ww tl ust few ear ¢ ther 
ar ge tic whose beauty 1 expense ave borne 
relat the A in wi they are 
und I ew c B k Me I 
rar I ford, ¢ the I ot I ry at por 
t., the Robbins I \ Ar Ma the M 
e he Hearst Free I ry Ana ! M ina 
s e ty f t ny i et 
1 r rhe are r t ‘ 
t I \ e al ar { the giltn 
i ys b re ate and ferre tr the mag 
€ ft esig and ite i 
+See t view f el ry f Sa e Genevieve, at 
i Nove er iber of the Br ire 
s of arct stra la er Pari 
ar re f i n “ at | and | ‘ 
f e same r \ ighly and easily re g 
ize ark C t remarks the editor the 
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seems to et dy the « 

English architect, quoted in a recent paper 
If y have he ht lo all you can to empha 

s t tell; * and similarly, if 

you | emphasize that. In this 

case is emphasized and made 


other dimensions are so pro- 
as to preserve the symmetry above 
indicated, this is an architectural type that even 


ll to buildings of so great a height 


is the Chicago Public Library.+ This isa build- 
ng whose fenestration — practically only two 

t nta nes of window spaces — gives the 
spectator at first no real conception of its true 
s , its height being go feet Much the same 
may be said of the New York Public Library, 


though this is classified und 


ler another heading 
w. 


3. It is also a treatment which lends itself 


ially well, s architectural considera- 


lar as 


tions are concerned, to very different treatments 


f the ground spaces, including the quadrangle 
is in the Boston P c Librar the interior 
courts in buildings treated like the Library of 














( ngress :~ the stack in the interior of the 
ling, as in the Chicago Public Library ; the 
k built parallel to the main building, or 
e ibsor 1 in it turally, as in the 
i River Stance ind the stack t It at 
ght angles to the main building us in the 
Kansas City Newark ind Providence n- 
stances In the last-na 1 instance Pr - 
( where the stack t ling is compelled 
y the nature of the library lot, to be a promi- 
2) y R. ( s Sturgis the Proce gs 
f A rican I ute of Architects, 1897, 7 
S he view at yj f the special supplement to the 
I g howeve as er a separate 
g t w. See Small’s Handbook of the new 
! y f gress 
S he fl pla ‘ “ ¢ separate pamphlets 
‘ have been put ed, de riptive these tw 
arte 
\ ugh the writer's ow brary (the Providence 
I I ry) possesses the right ang tack plan 
ad of paralle e, he would say that in his 
] the ** parallel" method is to be preferred 
whenever practicable In the case of the Providence 
‘ c n y to remove a certain building at the 
time w the ack was < structed is responsible for 
the adoy fu ther method The Fall River treat 
ent in obvious “ variant "’ of the Milwaukee type of 
Stack, Ww perhaps mes nearest to being regarded 
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nent architectural feature, the treatment of this 


‘refreshing problem —to quote Mr. Russell 


Sturgis *— has been conspicuously successful, 
from an architectural, as well as a practical, 
point of view. 

j. It is a type of architecture which lends 


itself well to the demands of purely practical 


considerations, such as lighting, ventilation, and 


arrangement. 


While it is true, as stated above, that this isa 


type which possesses many obvious advantages 


for library purposes, it does not by any means 


follow that it should be regarded as the exclu 


sively ‘‘ library architectural type. When 
such a feature as a dome is rendered neces- 
sary, it combines well with the other features 
of this type, but, when prominently in sight 
with the inevitable result of something dis 
tinctly different in effect. This may be seen 


in the Library of Congress, the Milwaukee 


Public 


stances. + 


Library and Museum, and other in- 


The Columbia 


building, one of the most exq! 


University Library 


lisitely beautiful 
America for any 


buildings recently erected ir 





| se, while it is of the Renaissance style of 
architecture, has nothing in common with the 
type above referred to, the dome in this instance 





being one which very distinctly emphasizes 
height. ¢ 

Finally, in touching on the details of library 
arrangement, it should be s ibrary 
building of the future will « cover 
more space than has been { n the 
past, quite independently of the question of 
the constantly increasing number of volumes 
Rooms such as the children’s reading-roon 
the art-room, and the lecture-room are here 


stay, and must be reckoned with in plans for 

*** That, indeed,”’ says Mr. Russell Sturgi *may be 
as refreshing a problem for the ard-witted architect t 
struggle with as he is liabie t neet with in this busy 
modern world.” ‘Brochure series of architectural i 


lustration,”’ Vv. 3, p. 1 


+ For a different reason, the New York Public Library 
building belongs out of the category previously indi 
ated, for while, indeed, it has no prominent dome, 
its sky line is broken, on its three principal faces 
by a pediment which forms a very prominent and 
a very beautiful architectural feature See the views 





shown in Harper's Weekly, V. 41, Pp. 12 


¢ Another building which is at once an exquisitely 


which belongs outside the 


Princeton 1 


beautiful structure, and one 


type above described, is the niversity Li 


brary, a charming specimen of English gothic, recalling 
I & 


Magdalen College at Oxford 

















































any library of the larger size. But, more than 
that, provision must be made for a large use of 
the books on the premises, in such rooms 
study-rooms, reference-rooms, class-rooms 

‘* To estimate the probable number of reader 
or students who must thus be provided for 

as the present writer has said elsewhere — ‘ 

a distinctly more difficult problem than to fore- 
cast the annual increase of the books. In most 
of the libraries where it has thus far been at 
tempted the estimate has proved t e too 
low.”"* In the two rooms of the Boston Public 
Library which chiefly stand for these uses 
Bates Hall and the periodical-room — the n 
ber of those who can be seated is about so 
and at times all the seats are filled In the 
two rooms corresponding to these in the Provi- 
dence Public Library with a far smaller con- 
stituency —the number is 180. In the plans 
of the New York Public Library, which met 


with so emphatic approval at the meeting of 


this association one year ag 
vided for is 800; and in the Chicago Public | 
brary, it is even larger.? 

It is evident from a study of these recent 
buildings that the stack is not yet eliminated 
as a feature in library arrangement and con 
struction. Yet it is noteworthy that the move 
ment in the direction of open shelves is very 
well intrenched, even in those libraries which 
have a stack. Thus, to take what is perhaps 
in average case—the Providence Public | 
brary will have at least two-fifths of its 
umes elsewhere than in the stack, these 
umes being accessible on open shelves, in such 
rooms as the reference-room, the art-roon 
the patent-room, the medical library, the ed 
cational library, etc. (and an even more strik- 
ing result has been reached in the Newark 
building). Moreover, while this is true of thes« 
two-fifths, the remaining three-fifths are made 


accessible to scholars who may need to us« 





them, in a very practical manner, and « 
which lends itself very well to preserving the 
same proportions. Directly communicating 
with the stack, on several of its floors, is a 
series of special study-rooms. Obviously, ther 


fore, there is no one of the books in the rary 


*** Brochure se-ies of architectural ustrati 
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6 eport covers the period October, 1894 
March, 1898, and is designed to ir ide 
leadis United States and English books 
1 articles on thes ts of classification and 
a git Bu tt in French and Germar 
has peare which is within the scope of this 
paper since the report ade | Mr n 
15O4 
Mr. Nels referred to the thorough discus 








ng wl h had be ve Mr. Bliss in 
1509 a | y Mr Kepl rt Is is his excuse 
f voting himself ent t reportorial 
side { the t l agr with h ind I do 
not think it Ss me to prepare a mono- 
graph on these prin which are practically 
ettle with the busy rarian, as far this 
peneration gor I make a distinction betwee 
classificat catalog ind bibliography, 
ind have aime to exe le the tter where 
s from this report There are certain 
mor less tang e to which I briefly 
reter w hic 1 think come more under the 
head of bibliography than they n er my 
s s I< strue it, and so I leave them 
vith this | f mentior I have somewhat 
change th issigt nt given me, and have 
1 e the st tions note so that my sul 
ct relates more to the science than the art, 
uther to t ne than the application. 
his has t ne to shut t« sideration 
f a host of catalogs which hardly deserve 
tion as such a which have been omitted 
f tl report rhe report is vided into 
rh somewhat ¢ necte order 
I e a Clas ation, Cataloging, Ann 
tated lists, | ts, D ment lists, Ir 
g This brings into notice certain prom- 
nt features, not all of them 1 
now ver ut a nte 
view as parts of a whole that whole being 
the | ging the reader and the book together 
This is the main idea of library work, and it is 
Ww th while t repeat it ass mething aiways 
to be kept ir l 
CG alior The Decimal Classification has 
been very much to the front in England and on 
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E, EVANSTON, ILL. 

the continent, though for two entirely distinct 
purposes. On the continent it has been mad 
the basis for international work. L. j. 21: 369 

370, has an article on this subject referring t 
certain other articles which have appeared in 
various periodicals. Mr. Josephson has an 

le in Scter Sept. 4, 1896, very fully re 

ferred to in I 21: 475, somewhat on this 
subject In relation to this,I may mention a 
remark recently made to me by Mr. J. C. Dana, 
of the Springfield (Mass.) City Library Associ 
ation, to the effect that they intended to classify 
their Natural History Museum exhibits on the 
ly. C., so that the biect in the museum and 
the book in the library would have one and the 


rhis 


eral people who have claimed that the D. (¢ 


same number. is not in accord with sev- 


lid not make a good working classification for 
amuseum. But, as intimated above, this whole 
subject of international bibliography is t vast 
and too intangible at present to | more than 
referred to in this paper. 

Mr. W. L. R. Gifford in L. J. 21: 494-408 


gives an exceedingly fair and reasonable view 
f some of the difficulties we have all met in the 
D. C., and his conclusion is a wise one and one 
to be admired. It is interesting to compare the 
abridged D. C. with the full D. C., and to note 
that in many respects the lesser is better than 
the greater rhe country subdivisions are all 
worked out and printed, leaving nothing to the 
wrongdoing of the amateur 

But by far the most interesting development 
of the D. C. is in England. Our brethren 
across the sea have discovered the D. C. and 
are trying to use it, and of course have various 
and sundry difficulties, most of which we have 


tg! The Libra 


has been quite alive with { 


own for the past two years 


apers on this sub- 
t already read them 


ect, and those who have n 


are advised to do so Sp ice and time forbid 
more than a passing reference to them. 

Messrs. Jast, Lyster, and Peddie have boldly 
taken up the classification, evidently with a firm 
letermination to do or di Those members of 


who went abroad last year can tell 


the A. L. A. 


better than I just how much courage this action 














the first toa 


the D. C. on the shelves and in the catalog H 


speaks of one other library having it on the 


shelves He mixes up cataloging with his clas 
sification, and this will be found toapply to oth: 


His next paper (Zs 


articles by his brethren. [ 


ry, 8: 335-353) referstothe D.C. ina refer- 


ence library and also in an open lending libra 
ry his is a full, fair, la rate desc 
f the D. ¢ riginally illustrated w rn 
lides and followed by a most interesting d 
ssion in which several member 3 y 
emed to think it was too con ted, had to 
ny t S t . 3 e rea use 
t might be suitable for Mr. Jast ne 
se, but they even prefer the © n-| Ww 
ssification and notat t I D. ¢ M 
last in h P . ase Planes ; \ ' 
iefends the D. ¢ part irly the ‘ 
against some criticisms le by Mr. Lyster, 
whom I shall next consider. Mr. Lyster i 
ry, 8: 482-492 and again y ) 
lers the D. C. very favora and t 
enthusiastically, but of course has 
ulties and perplexities in applying it nd M1 
Peddie (Zifrary, 9 4 349) gives a few 
stances of his work in applying the D. ¢ H 
main trouble seems to be in the ¢ I} 
last papers of Messrs. Jast and Lyster and that 
of Mr. Peddie were read at the 20th ar 
meeting of the L. A. U. K., Oct 897 1 it 
is curious to note (Zsfrary 372) that 
liscussion most of the opponents s t ave 


had no experience in close classification, and 


the president in closing sagely concluded that 
there must be something wrong about this sys- 
tem, for here were three exponents, and th 
ould not agree upon certain features ! 

The greatest triumph of the D. C. is, as has 
been noted, its adaptation for the great scheme 
»f international bibliography 

Passing now to the Expansive Classificatior 
we note with pleasure that since the last report 
yf the 7th classification, History, Philosophy 
and Religion have been finished Medicine 
has also been published. Modesty precludes 


me from saying any more about the M« 


division otherthan that it is to my notion the 
7 


best classification of medicine I have ye 


Social Science, H I and J, two sheets, 32 | 


have appeared. Mr. Cutter expects to have 


| br ¢ ha 
- + Ss 
ence 
I R 
ce > 
t cepa 
ais ha 
ature H 
W iil 
| y ¥ 
rt 1 } 
ast te for f 
still furt ] 
I 
M re. O Br 
- + 
t n s LI 
lig I 
] graph ( } 
E, Scie F, Fine 
l ful Art H. I 
P ry t yr 
works [his hasa 
and the y org 
e in pra e 
fixed it n 
I ly as 1 y as W 
e ID. ( t e E. ¢ 
‘ t 
it in e LD. ( 
Mr. Brow S ar 
f tior rar 
of perusal A n 
has some ret t 
ementary work 
Wien, K. K. Hof 
lie Katal rt n 
the class al nl 
ther f ib t 
ie accor ng t 
Passing f 1 the 
a whole, we find 
some interesting dis« 


, t t< wer bd 
‘ Coa fica 
" \I Cutter 
at le 
It I). ¢ r 
tey 
( ' 
' 
f the 
ette 
. at that of 
et forth in /thrap 
nterest ¢ ve tl 
de it A. Re 
B, Hi y, Travel and 
Ss il Science 
l : r t Art 
‘ l rature ], 
I t I General 
B n fla r 
il t ny t is the 
DIV ta t\ They 
p their 1 ution with 
t d a 1 er 
re fron ng either 
| ‘ la 3 fi t eems 
gland whe i change 
ind s t want t 
. Q I I la 
wh worthy 
rary j I he 
ssification designed for 
thek Instructionen fiir 
H 189 I gives 
| ig f ges, and 
Che whole ng r\ 
notions of Ciassil tion 
ect is ficat as 
the subhead notation 
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Mr. Langton has an article in L. J. 21: 441- 
443 on *‘ Notation,” chiefly devoted to bettering 
the E.C. Mr. Cutter, however, defends him- 


self admirably, 


Mr. Lang- 
7 is to be improved by 


as he always does. 

ton thinks Y 36. D 2 

Lit 
Dante 

Div. Com 

of Harvard has some of these features, 


Ital. 


new classification and 


The 


notation 
as Math. fe 


r part of acall-number. L. J. 22: 253 
note of a French classification which has 


of the Mr. I 
Mr. Kephart, in L. J. 22: 739-741, 


system of notation mentioned in 


is a 
points not angton. 

explains 
} 


his paper 


ings of 


The 
Adams, 
reviewed by 
ussion 
mn corporate entry and auth rship has been 
llows 


21 : 493-494, 22:13, 22: 432-435, 22: 737, le 

Mrs. Kate E. 
>. Clarke, Mr. ¢ 
hwartz Passing to England, Mr. 


utter, 


brary yeart 


OK, 
1<¢ 


tes on el 


ne good ne mentary 
ng. Iwo articles in Liérary, 8:15¢ 


show some of 


ngland. They 
ucated and trained catal 
excellent 
for making referen 
Maire A., Manuel pratique 


117-1 


es 
bliothecaire, 
Paris, 1898 rhis has, p a good ré- 
248 an article 


of 


somewhat old ; for in- 


ging, and on p. 18 
n classification valuable for the digests 
them 

tes from the D. C. of 
produced tw 
works that are more to our credit than anew 
rhe ‘‘ A. L.A. list of 
of Mr. 


e table, the 


Jones, 
work of 


Sanborn Jones, are two invaluable 


he subject headings volume 


dly it of print, and by the time this 


second 


hool at 


paper is presented are promised a 


The 


an abbreviated form 


and revised 





edition. 


Library 





iS aiso getting out 
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summer schools 


of their rules for the use of 
and smaller libraries. 
The Rudolph indexer, from which so much 


20:4, 20 22I, 20:300), 


new home, the machines 


was expected (see L. J. 
has failed even in its 
never having been in use and the shelf-lists 
having been given up in March, 1898. 

I pass briefly over the various national and 
international cataloging schemes, as they do 
Mr. 
Campbell in his ‘‘ Theory of national and inter- 


not come within the scope of this report. 


national bibliography,’ London, 1897, has many 
and good things to say on this as well as on other 
related subjects. The Royal Society's scheme 
is referred to as follows L. J. 20 SI, 20:82 
37, 21 :499 


172-173, 21: 276, 21: 320-3 
For notice of the International 


84, 20:17 
500, 22: 454. 
Bibliographical Institute, see Library, 7:354 


An English scheme is referred to in L. J. 19 


336 — 338 and L 467-468 and Liérary, 7: 325 
334; and a French scheme in L. }. 19: 334 
330. For the Brussels conference, see L. J. 
20 : 346, 22: 349 and 23: 56-58. 

At home the old Library Bureau scheme is 
treated of in L. 21:78 and 21 : 316, and the 
new A. L. A. scheme in L. }. 21: 440, 22:5, and 
the newest of all—the co-operative library 
scheme in | J. 22:21-22, 22:697, 23 


24-25. 

As to national catalogs, we have finished the 
Surgeon-general’s Catalogue, Ist series, which 
I had the honor to review in L. ]. 20: 394 - 396, 
and the War Department has promptly begun 
The 


1895, has appeared and is an improve- 


another series. ‘* American catalogue,” 


roo 


ment, if such could be, on its predecessors. 


rhe tables of documents, publishing societies 


A Canadian cat- 
512). 
The British Museum catalog is steadily near- 


and clubs are great additions. 


alog has also appeared (see L. J. 21 


ing completion. There have appeared two 
monthly catalogs, one by Cedric Chivers and 
In the 


of the national catalog is a fact; sec 


one by Sampson, Low X Co. France 
first volume 
and Liérary, 7:49-50. It is 


ie Fe 295908, 
prefaced by an account of various attempts at 


cataloging the library; it is 8vo, handy size, 
well printed, full titles, and notes where neces- 
sary, and it is to be hoped it may be carried to 
completion. The French have also published 
a trade list annual under title of ‘‘ Bibliographie 
francaise.” The only 


country which I shall mention are the two Pea- 


catalogs in our own 

















body Institute catalogs, second series, vols 


1-2. These are carried out on the same lines 
as the first series and need no further mention 

Mr. Nelson has since his report had the 
pleasure of seeing through the press the cata- 
log of the Avery Architectural Library, whict 
he mentioned in his report. It is a most ex- 
cellent piece of work in every way 

Annotated ists. [hese only need a men- 
tion, for they are more familiar than house- 


hold words ‘List of books for girls and 


women and their clubs,”’ L. J. 20: 282, 20: 283, 
20 : 327, 20: 396-398; ‘* Annotated bibliography 


f fine arts,” L 2:211; ‘‘Supplement to 


Reading for the young,” L. J. 21 : 474, 21: 514 


bt 


‘ladies’ Home Journal \ist of 5000 books,”’ 
L. yj. 20: 187; Wisconsin list, L. 7. 18: 48¢ 
19: 319; Michigan schoolmaster club’s list 
L. J. 20: 364 f this a new edition is now 
preparing; Lemcke’'s ‘‘ Catalogue raisonnée of 
world literature," L. 20: 363. I mention but 
three finding lists constructed on this plat 
One of the first comes to us from our English 
cousins, and is the list of the Clerkenwell Pub- 
’ . 


lic Library, see Lidrary, 7: 222. The list of the 


a, 


Lewisham Library (Zi/rary, §: 117-11) is also 


on this plan. At home! mention the Brookline 
Public Library fiction list, I 20: 248, and the 
Evanston fiction list, L. J. 22: 721 The latter 


has several valuable features, su 
short stories and lists of college stories, aside 
from the annotations. 

Finding lists. — The finding list is com- 


ing more and more to the fore, and the cata- 





log as a printed aid is going into the back- 
ground. Time was when a library spent much 
f its substance on a c: g which is t of 
date before it was off the | With the 
tendency to open shelves in our c libraries 





the necessity of an elaborately printed catalog 


is lessening day by day. hese findin 


wR 


with us are taking the form of a classed list wit! 
author and subject indexes, and are frequently 
put out in sections. The Chicago Public 

brary was the one to lead in this, and its 


" 


example has been followed by others 


Salem Public Library rhe formula for a pub- 
lic library is a dictionary card catalog up t 


date for reference and office use and class lists 


and bulletins for the public. 


Our English brethren are just beginning t 
see the light, and some are already trying to 


escape from the catalog. The question of 





































nary ws. class catalogs and of catalog ws 
name list are burning ones with them. Mr 
rary, 7 169g 175) advocates the class 


list, and there have been some scathing criti- 


cisms On } orly constructed class lists and dic 
tionary catalogs. Jitrary, 7: 188-192 has a 
review of some two dozer ilogs and lists 





nostly English, showir iction in favor of 
the classed list. But their idea of a classed list 
seems to be different from ours We mean 
D.C. generally, and they mean whatever classi 
fication with no index may be inflicted on the 
library Mr. Curran (Liérery, 7 : 21 —- 28) has ar 
able plea for fuller annotated entries Further 
discussions are : Liérar »: 41 44, by Mr. Jast 
l rar ): 4 69, by Mess Brown and fast 
Librar »: 173-178, by Mr. Dent, and Lifrary 
»: 174-189, by Mr. Double y These are all 
pleas for better work, not only in printed but i1 
nanuscript catalog work 

Che few f wing examples, widely distr 
uted, w give some idea of the work d 
here, and als« me instances in which linotype 
has been us toa intage¢ 

Buffalo Public Library, Finding list of books 
i iy my et Fict 1, Language and Bib 
ography, August, 18 his material was put 

shape before Mr. Larned’s resignation from 
th Drary [his is a goo fit y list, has 
ontents of volumes and series, but no index 


Carnegie Library, Pittsburgh, Finding list 








L. J. 21:40; noted for the rapidity of its exe 
tion, and was done on the linotype under forma 
printed rules. 

Newcastle Public Librarie 
Catalogue enson Branch Library, 189 
has author list, subject list, subject ar tuthor 
ist, fiction and ive e list by titles and sult 
ect index Its chief claim to note is that it is 
the first finding list in England to use D. (¢ 
numbers. They are placed at left of the entry 
and call-numbers at right of entry Subject 
list is arranged on the D. ¢ 

New I | Ct.) Public Library Finding list, 
Mar I, 1597 Edition 2 Subject, author, and 
title list Linoty] full titles and good work, 
I 22: 454 

Salet Ma ) Public Library rhe finding 
i w incl ea I ne section of the |! 
brary and the hain will soon be « mplete ] 
The bulletins keep up their excellent lists of 
new t x nd rea ng lists 
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and bulletins are printed from linotype — slugs 
of the bulletins are filed and kept for use in 
printing finding lists. 

St. Louis Public Library, Class list, No. 1 
English prose fiction, 1897. So far as possible 
indexes author and title, author in heavy-faced 
type. Supplement has lists of best fiction, 
English and Foreign 

San Francisco Free Public Library, English 
prose fiction, Authors and titles, June, 1897. 
Has entire rearrangement on Cutter three-place 
table 

Document Lists.—Dr. Ames’ ‘* Comprehensive 
index of publications of the United States Gov- 
ernment,” 1889-1893, came out in December, 
1894. This is the first intelligent attempt on 
the part of the government to unravel the maze 
of documents, except Dr. Ames’ own check list. 
rhis index is arranged in three columns, giving 
author or sponsor, title, and where found. 

Following this comes ‘‘ Catalogue of Public 
Documents of the 53d Congress and all Depart- 
ments of the U.S.,” March 4, 1893, June 30, 
1895 This is arranged on the dictionary plan, 
and has been most favorably reviewed, L. |. 
22: 4-5, 2: 43 

Following this in the scheme of the public 
locuments catalogs, come the Indexes to the 

jth Congress, first and second sessions (L. J. 


2 and 22: 770) foo much praise can 
not be given for the accuracy and promptness 
in getting out these, and particularly that of the 


second session, which came out in eight months 


from time Congress adjourned. 





January, 1895, began the issue of the ‘‘ Month- 
ly catalogue of government publications,” which 
completes the document scheme. This appears 
promptly and gives full titles and particulars 
of documents. 

Che ** Check-list of public documents,” 1895, 
2d ed., by Mr. Crandall (L. J. 21: 74) is too 
well known to need any praise. It is a second 

dition of that of Dr. Ames’, giving him full 
credit, and adopts his serial numbering. 

A. R. Hasse. List of publications of U. S. 
Department of Agriculture, 1841-1895. This 
is a full and valuable record of all available 
documents of this government department. 

Indexing. The supplement to ‘ Poole's in- 
dex” for 1892 — 1896, appeared in the latter part 
of 1897 (L. J. 22: 724, 22: 770). A German 
‘*Poole’s index" has lately appeared under 
the title ‘‘ Bibliographie der Deutschen Zeit- 
The French 


‘* Poole’s index,” lately out, is D. Jordel's 


schriften-Literatur, heft 1, 1897.’ 


‘* Repertoire bibliographique des principles re- 
vues frangaises, pour l'année, 1897.’ A rival 
to the ‘‘ Annual literary index"’ has appeared 
in the ‘‘ Cumulative index to periodicals” (I 

J. 21: 278, 21: 346, 21 : 396) The ‘“‘A. L.A 
portrait index ” (L. J. 22 : 253~—255, and 22: 347 

348) has made good progress, but is now 
somewhat in the shadow of the printed card 
index to serials. Mr. Tandy, of the Denver 
Public Library (L. j. 22:88), makes a strong 
plea for indexing standard authors, and various 
popular books have been reported im the Lt- 
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REPORT ON 


BY JOSEPH LE 


ROY ; 


| N preparing this report on the library legisla- 


tion of the year, the material has been ar 


ranged under the convenient geographical di 


visions adopted by Commissioner Harris in the 
library statistics issued by 


North At 


division, South 


rts on 


Educati« 


various rept 
Bureau of 
lantic division, South Atlantic 


entral division, North 


the n—that is, 


central 


division and 
Western division. 
] 


The work of the year divides naturally into 


two classes: Actual legislation and legislative 
effort. 
The legislation, accomplished or attempted 


that 


libraries, library commissions, travelling libra- 


includes public libraries, stat 


affecting 
ries, and school libraries. 
rhe report attempts to cover the ground from 
Jan. 1, 1897, to the present time. 
VORTH LANT 
Maine 


New Hampshire 
F 


Connecticut 
New York 
New lersey 


Pennsylvania 


Vermont 
Massachusetts 
Rhe de 


his grand group of states, in which library 


Island 


legislation has been active for almost half a 
from which came the first public li 
the f the 


the 


century 


brary law, rst school library law, 


first law creating a library commission, 


first law providing for travelling libraries, and 


the first law making provision for the profes- 


sional training of librarians, has found occasion 
Maine, New 


Pennsylvania 


for continued legislative activity. 


Hampshire, New Jersey, and 
have passed new laws and amended and su 
plemented old ones. New York has introduced 


bill, 


1892, provides for the government of libraries. 


a new education which, like the act of 


New Jersey has joined New York in providing, 


by law, for a system of travelling libraries, 


and Pennsylvania has made an earnest effort to 
be the third state of the group to | lace on her 
statutes a travelling library law. 

detailed 


The work of the group, given as 


briefly as possible, curtailing much and omitting 


much, is herewith summarized, as the other 
groups will be, under the states forming the 
divisions. 


HARRISON 


LEGISLATION 


HARRISON, LIBRARIAD 


AND STATE AID 








OF THI } V ENCE t I ATHENA M 
{AIN} 

far I 189 An act authorizing the 
establishment of fr pu librarie 1 Vi 
ind branct Drar n towns and ¢ . 

rhe act, in two sectic , applies to incorp 
rated villages in towns where no free library 
exists 

it empowers a ta Ze d t each 
ratable ea s t id ne ilar 
annually on each poll for maintenance 

Ihe library is entitled to receive from the 
State treasurer a sum ¢ il t 10 per cent ! 


the amount annually a; 
- 


brary by the village. 





rhe village libraries established under th 
act are subject to all the duties and entitled ¢ 
ill the privileges prescribed by the laws relat 

g to tree pul braries in towns 

Any town in which there is a free pul l 
brary is authorized to establish and maintain 
branches 

Ihe law is the first to be | assed in Main 


I of lit 
providing for the es 
The tax 


for the estab! 


villages and also the firs 


raries in 





tablishment of branches. same rate 


s maintained for village librariesas is provided 
by the laws of 1893 and 1897 for those of towns 
and cities, and the fact that the library is to re 
ceive the same aid from the state as provided 
by the library commission law of 1895 is em- 
phasized. 
NEW HAMPSHIRE, 
February 16, 189 A state library law of 
this date allows appropriations not necessary 
f the law department to be expend for 


or 
other books, 


NEV ' K. 

rhe first put library law in New York 
passed in 1835, originated the system of school 
district libraries administered by the school 
authorities his was copied by 21 other states 
nd not abandoned by the parent state till 
1892 In 1872 asecond public library law was 
passed, with the township as the unit In 1892 
all previous library laws were practically re- 


pealed by the act revising and consolidating 
the laws relating to the University of the State 
of New York, under the library section of which 
the libraries of the state are now, for the most 
part, governed 

A new education bill, entirely revising the 


law of 1892, was introduced during the last 
session of the legislature. The committee hav- 
ing it in charge was unable to put it in proper 


action bef 





lape for 


sion 


re the close of a short ses- 
It was reported ommitted in 
order that amendments might be added, and 


with the understanding that it would be placed 


and re 
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before the legislature early in the next session, 
that is, in January, 15899. 

The bill, as printed for the use of the mem- 
bers of the legislature, covers 241 quarto 
pages, divided into 753 sections. 27 pages, di- 
vided into 62 sections, are devoted to libra- 
ries — with the exception of three sections re- 
ferring to the state museum. The 59 sections 
regulate the government of the state library, 
travelling libraries, various departmental libra- 
ries of the state, libraries in public institutions, 
public libraries, chartered free libraries and 
museums, state teachers’ libraries, and school 
libraries. 

In view of the importance of the bill and the 
fact that it will probably soon become law, 
some of the more important features relating 
to libraries are herewith given: 

Supervision. — All public libraries, except 
those belonging to the various state depart- 
ments and the state teachers’ library and the 
school libraries, which are under the control of 
the state superintendent of public instruction, 
are under the supervision of the regents. 


State Library. 


Travelling libraries. —The regents may es- 
tablish and maintain travelling libraries, which 
shall consist of selections of books, to be lent 
as a whole, for a specified term, for free use 
under their supervision, to communities, libra- 
ries, clubs, or other borrowers. 

Paid help. — The regents may, so far as prac- 
ticable and as demand warrants, provide for the 
convenience of readers in the state library, or 
for those using facilities through corre- 
spondence, the services of typewriters, stenog- 
raphers, copyists and translators, and biblio- 
graphic and other expert library assistants. 

instruction in management. rhe 
regents shall on request, in such manner and 
on such terms as they deem best, furnish ad- 
vice, instruction, and information to libraries, 
trustees, or others interested in library man- 
agement. 

/ndexing. — The indexers in the state library, 
when requested by the officer in charge of any 
State publication, or by the state printer if such 
officer shall fail to furnish a proper index, shall 
as promptly as consistent with their other duties 
prepare for it a suitable index, and all indexing 
which is not done by the officers or the clerks 
who prepared the publication shall be done un- 
der this section by the state library. 

Duplicate department.—The regents shall 
maintain a duplicate department. The state 
printer is obliged to deliver as soon as com- 
pleted five copies of each publication issued at 
State expense. Each state library, bureau, 
board, commission, or officer shall once each 
year deliver to this duplicate department any 
copies of its own or other publications in its 
custody which it no longer requires for official 
use. These can be sold, exchanged, or dis- 
tributed by the regents. 

Public documents for libraries. —The state 
printer shall furnish to the duplicate depart- 
ment as many copies of each publication printed 


its 


library 
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at state expense as the regents certify to be 
necessary to enable them to supply one copy to 
each library conforming to their rules as to 
preservation and making available for public 
reference. 

Transfers from state officers. — The librarian 
of any library owned by the state, or the officer 
in charge of any state department, bureau, 
board, commission, or other office may, with 
the approval of the regents, transfer to the per- 
manent custody of the state library or museum 
any books, papers, maps, manuscripts, speci- 
mens, or other articles, which, because of being 
duplicates, or for other reasons, will, in his 
judgment, be more useful in the state library or 
museum than if retained in his keeping. 

Certain other libraries deemed part of state 
library. — All libraries owned by the state shall 
be considered as branches of the state library, 
and shall be entitled to all facilities for buying, 
exchange of duplicates, inter-library loans, or 
other privileges accorded toa branch. The li- 
brarian of each such library under regents 
supervision shall annually file with the regents 
a report. 

Annual report. — The regents shall annually 
report to the legislature, at the opening of each 
session, concerning the state library and each 
other library owned by the state. Such report 
shall include a summary of the reports made 
by the other libraries in the university. 

Public 

Establishment. — A_ public 
established as follows 

1. Ina county, by the board of supervisors. 

2. In a city, by the municipal assembly or 
common council. 

3. In a town, by the town board. 

4. In a village, by the board of trustees. 

5. In a union school district, by the board of 
education. 

6. In a common 
trustee. 

7. In a school district established by special 
law, by the governing body thereof. 

In a county, city, or village of the first class 
a public library may be established without a 
vote of the people ; elsewhere it can be estab- 
lished only on adoption of a proposition there- 
for at a district meeting or a municipal election. 
Two or more of the foregoing bodies may unite 
in the establishment of a library on such terms 
as the proper bodies may agree upon, and any 
difference as to their respective rights and re- 
sponsibilities shall be determined by the ordi 
nances or decisions of the regents. 

A municipality or district named in this sec- 
tion may raise money by tax to establish and 
maintaina library, orto share the cost as agreed 
with other bodies, or to pay for library privileges 
under a contract therefor. 

Contracts for library privileges. A munici- 
pality or district may, with the approval of the 
regents and in the manner provided for the 
establishment of a public library, contract for 
the free use of a library by the people of the 
community. 


Libraries. 


library may be 


district, by the 


school 


























































Suomission of proposttion, 


taxable voters, the governing board authorize 
a public lil 


of establishment 


On petiti { 25 


to establish shall submit 


question 


rary 


atan annual or special 


election. 
Trust Each library chartered under the 
law shall, unless otherwise specified in it har 


ter, have five trustees, appointed as follows 

1. Inacity, by the mayor 

2. In a county, by a county judge. 

3. In a town, by the supervisor 
In a village, by the board of tri 
. In a district conterminous with a village 
by the school authorities. 

( In a union school 
wise provided, by the 


sch 


wns 


district, 
board f educat l 

ol district, trustees shal 
an annual meeting. 


exe ept is « 


In a common 
be elected at 


State Aid. 


Grants of public library mone Library 
money granted for distribution by the univer- 
sity for the purposes of this article shall 
apportioned in accordance with its rules; and 
no part of such money shall be spent for ks 
except those approved, or selected, or furnished 


by the regents ; and the locality shall not sha 
A 


in the grant unless it shall raise and use f 
same purpose an equal amount by taxation or 
otherwise. 

Zaxes axes, ina 
authorized, may be voted 
or district, or by the tax-levying authority 


thereof, « school district, t« 
maintain 





y any municipality 


non 


a public or free library established in 


such municipality or district, and fixing the 
maximum amount 
id free libraries. The same authorities 


same manner provided for establis 


hing 


and maintaining a public library, may grant a 
to a registered free library under supervision 
of the regents; but such aid for the circulating 
department shall not exceed ro cents for each 
lume of circulation of the past year, certified 


by the regents as of such acharacter as to merit 
a grant of public money. Aid may also be 


granted for the reference department, and t 


braries of |t ks for the blind, without regard 


to circulation. 
‘** Home Education.” 
Home education rhe state 
may Carry or affiliate museums or any 
feature of the work of home education. 
Home education is defined as 
by individual reading and study throu 
study clubs 


extension, correspondence 


or other libraries 
other 


on 


gh libra- 


ries, museums, classes, lectures 


or personal instruc- 


tion; summer, evening, vacation, or other con 
tinuation schools or other agencies not a part of 
the common school system, for providing educa 
tional facilities and opportunities outside ordi- 


nary teaching institutions.” 


School Li 


varies. 
School lit 


trict libraries 


The existing Ss hool or dis- 
are continued as school libraries. 
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I i h be I ry st i ] be 
ng vhen practica 

the ¢ ve se ot the ( 

er tence t, f here 
tl st t, may y order 
t tr e or 1 of edu 

pe ed ks for the free use of the people of 
tt listrict The rary shall not be deemed 
ij rary under this articl he su 
perintendent and the s 1 authorities of a 
listrict, upon the establishment of a chartered 

rary by such district or jointly by it and on 
rn e of the municipa S$ specified in 
this article, may transfer to such chartered 
brary rt in existing publ library, any 

t needed for the exclusive us« f the 
school 

Superintend: mito ma rule The state 
perintendent may make, alter, or repeal 1 
forthe expenditure of library money and the 


' 

idministration and care of school libraries 
Books for libs Books for a school li 

brary can be purchased only on the approval 








of the superintendent The superintendent 
may, upon request, select or buy books or ay 
paratus for a library or school under his super 
vis or furnish books and apparatus instead 
I ney apportioned. The school library 
shall consist of reference-books for use in th: 
hool-room, s supplemental and read- 


table 
, 


g books for childrer books relating t 
branches being pursued inthe school and book 
relating to the science and practice of teaching 








NEW 

tprill 1897 This is a detaile 

ng for the taking of land for | Vv 
ondemnation and follows, it is to be assumed, 
the usual course of ceedings 

he original act of 1884 is a general act au 


thorizing the establishment of free public libra 
ries in cities. The supplement of 1895 provides 
for the purchase of land, the erection of build 
ings and the issue of nds forthe same : while 
the last act, that of 1897, makes provision, as 


ndemnation pr 
Amends an act ‘‘ To eSstab- 
iblic instruction,” 


ri/ 13, 1898. 
System of pt 
farch 27, 1874. 


The law as it now stands 


sha passed 


the state 
treasurer to pay $20 to every public school to 


requires 


aid in the establishment of school libraries and 
$1 unnually, provided the school also raise 
$20 for establishment and $1o annually 

The money to be used for books and neces 
sary scl | apparatus. 


ks pure hased 


committee of f 


must be approved by a 


ve, consisting of the county su 


perintendent, two teachers appointed by the 
superintendent, and two residents of the di 
t appointed by the board of education 


In cities having a superintendent of school 


the board is made up of the superintendent 
two principals appointed by him, and two res 
lents appointed by the board of education 

{pril 2 1898 ‘*An act to establish and 
promote state travelling librarie 








The act sioners 
of the stat for the 
reation f nd t 
pi le lire 
tion, and t ceed the 
amount annually appropriated by the legisla- 

ture 
Ihe mmission selects and purchases the 
books, provides the mechanical means neces 
sary for their transportation and use, makes 
l tiles and regulations, and has 





rvision of the libraries. 

received the support of the wom 

state, and it was largely 
and interest that it was 


i's clubs of the 
through their activity 
1. The law 


ASS¢ is inoperative by reason of 
» of the legislature to make the neces- 
ypriation for putting it into effect. It 
sd that an appropriation will be made 





next legislative session. 
li 


A bill providing for a 
members, appointed by the governor ; 


tion in cataloging and administration and state 


n commission of five 


instruc- 





uid was passed by the legislature, but failed to 
receive Gov. Griggs’ signature. This measure 
had the approval of the state library association. 
ENNSYLVANIA 

Var 30, 1897 ** Authorizing school dis- 
tricts t 1 free public libraries otherwise es- 
tablished.” A supplement to an act entitled 
An act for the establishment of free public 
raries in the several school districts of this 
t vealth, except in cities the first and 

s nd class,” passed in 18 
The law as now operative provides that in 
any school district, except in cities of the first 
and second class, where there already exists or 


be established, otherwise than 

nder the provisions of the act of 1895, a free, 
non-sectarian library, the board having control 
the district, instead 
library, may ex- 
terms agreed upon 
and the school 
may levy 


another publi 
uch library on 
1s} 

iOrary 





thorities, and for that purpose 
4 tax as provided in the act of 5 
The 
ist report to the sch 
2 biect ti 


receiving aid 
and their 
idit as those of 


managers of the library 
ac- 


the same : 





Sares 


the board 
Way 25, 1897 An act to authorize bor- 
hs of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania to 
ake appropriations for the establishment and 


} ” 
i 


iIntenance of tree publ c libraries. 
Town councils are allowed to make appro- 
riations for the establishment and maintenance 


f free public libraries on condition that the 
rincipal authorities shall be represented to the 

satisfaction of the councils in the management 
f th 


ropriate from the 
r the support 


one mill on a dollar 


Councils may annually ay 
tax levied for borough purposes f 
f libraries not to exceed 


the 


A law passed in 1895 allowed cities of 
re than 600,000 inhabi- 
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and 


to levy a tax for the establishment 
Taries Philadelphia 
large enough t 


tants 





maintenance of pt 


was the oniy city in the state 
take advantage of the law rt t of 1897 
supplements that of 1895 by providing for the 


establishment and maintenance 


towns and villages throughout the common 
wealth. 
Ihe librarians of Pennsylvar 


the want of efficient library legislation, ar 
ing the year have 


ia strongly feel 
idur 


worked earnestly for a new 





law. At a meeting of the Western Pennsy]- 
vania Library Club, after declaring that the 
state, though second in Ith and population, 
ranks last among the 20 important northern 


states in the number of books in public libra 


1000 inhabitants, and that this condi- 


ries per 
tion is largely due to the lack of progressive 
library laws, it was resolved that the club was 
in favor of further legislation to promote the 
shment and maintenance of free public 
raries throughout the state, ar that, it 





view of the excellent results obtained by means 
of travellin libraries in other states, and 
the evident demand of libraries of this kind 
throughout Pennsylvania, the club favored an 


ropriation by the state for this purpose 

A bill asking for $20,000 for the establishment 
of a travelling orsed by the 
Pennsylvania Library Club and the Western 


ib, was prepared here is 





library system, en 


Pennsylvania cl 


now a movement on foot to present a bill at the 


h will be 





, , : 
iegisiature wh 


next session of the 
library interests 


effective in promoting lit 


OUTH ATLAS Dil \ 
Delaware North Carolina 
Maryland South Carolina 
District of Columbia Georgia 
Virginia Florida 
West Virginia 

The activity of this group, which, prior t 


1896, had nota general library law on its statute- 





voks, is deeply significant of the interest in 
library matters now manifesting itself through 
outthe south. Maryland and North Carolina 
have passed general laws for the establishment 


and maintenance of free public libraries. Geor- 


gia has enacted a law creating a library com- 
mission, and, through local enterprise and su 





port, has begun the sending out of re 
libraries. Maryland, through its legislature, 


has made a 


strong effort to 


commission and system of travelling 
while private citizens, not willi 


actually begun the work of sending out travel- 


ling libraries. 
{fril 2, 1898 An act tocreate and sustain 
by taxation public | 
rhe 


municipality power t 


iding-rooms 
law gives the governing board of any 
| 


ana 


maintain a 














put rary and reading-root it 
issessed tion t edt the 
t e ratil l i t 
ta reg ar ¢ t 
Che chief ecutive rof the 
red to a t, with the 
the governing yard ne t S, < 
reterence to fitness t r t 
f the munic rd t i 
men r of the | I 
fice is three vy t 
he law is in I4 sections The 1 
s tions provide for the e est 
ft ng of vacancies, | vers { the 
W har racti eme draw 
if na t ry I I 
nr r rt} alt « r prote 
, ' f e . ; t , 
erning board g of ments 
t t it x tion from tax 
ill real estat 1 for tl in 
f the library 
rhis ll w } ‘ the Bombe 
Another 1 s h of rea ] 
I ling 1 the s te, is intr ‘ 
tor R fall, ft if r , S I 
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The same encouraging news of an awaken- 
ing interest in library matters comes from this 
second group of southern states as from the 
South Atlantic division. Tennessee has en- 


acted two public library laws and Kentucky 


sent out its first travelling libraries. 

Mississippi in its annotated code of 1892, ina 
law providing for the government of cities and 
towns, grants them the power ‘‘to maintain one 

r more libraries for public use and to regulate 
the same;" while Texas, in 1874, enacted its 
concise and somewhat famous two-section act 
providing for the establishment and mainte- 
nance of free public libraries. 

KENTUCKY. 

In May, 1897, the state federation of women's 
clubs began the work of organizing a system of 
travelling libraries. They have now in circula- 
tion 13 libraries, averaging 55 volumes each. 
The libraries are moved twice a year, in April 
and October, the teachers at various points act- 
ing as librarians. The work has been success- 
fully inaugurated, and will probably be in- 
creased during the present year. It is of 
interest to note that the Louisville & Nash- 
ville Railroad Company gives free transporta- 
tion to the libraries along its route. 

TENNESSEF. 

April g, 1897. ‘* An act to empower munici- 
pal corporations having 20,000 population and 
upwards ... to establish and maintain free 
public libraries and reading-rooms, and to aid 
certain free public library associations already 
established, and to provide for their protec- 
tion, management, and control; and to em- 
power such libraries and library associations 
to receive gifts of money and other property, 
and to exempt their property from taxation 
and execution.” 

The law gives the mayor and city council 
of each municipal corporation or taxing dis- 
trict, having a population of 20,000 or more, 
power to establish and maintain a free public 
library and reading-room and to levy a tax of 
not more than one cent annually on each dol- 
lar of taxable property, such tax to be known 
as the library fund. 

The mayor, with consent of the council, is to 
appoint a board of nine directors, chosen with 
reference to their fitness, for a term of three 
years. No member of the municipal govern- 
ment isto be a member of the board, and not 
more than six members can belong to the same 
political party. 

Ihe powers of the board are practically 


supreme The mayor and council, however, 
have the right to set aside any by-law, rule, or 
regulation made by it. [he board may pur 
chase and erect buildings and accept gifts, and 


has the exclusive control of the library fund. 
It may extend the privileges of the library to 
non-residents. An annual report is required. 


rhe mayor and city council are given power to 
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aid any free public library association already 
established, and for that purpose may levy the 
same tax as that authorized for the support of 
free public libraries. Provided, however, that 
the library must be available for public use, 
have in circulation books to the value of not 
less than $5000, and that the aid of the munici 
pality is necessary for its continued useful pub- 
lic operation. 

An association accepting aid may continue to 
select its own directors and control its own 
management, provided that the mayor and 
council shall have power at any time to appoint 
three directors, and that the same authorities 
shall have the power of setting aside its by- 
laws, rules, and regulations. 

Local ordinances may be passed imposing 
suitable penalties forthe punishment of persons 
injuring library property. 

Library property is exempt from taxation. 

The act is in 14 sections and detailed. 

April 29, 1897. ——- ‘An act to authorize towns 
of less than 20,o00inhabitants to levy a tax and 
make appropriations for the establishment and 
maintenance of public libraries.’ 

[he governing body of any incorporated 
town of less than 20,000 inhabitants may, on 
petition of 20 or more taxpayers, submit to 
popular vote the question of establishing a 
public library. If the vote is affirmative, it may 
levy a tax not exceeding $500 for the support of 
the library. 

The management of the library is placed in 
the hands of the governing body of the town, 
by committee or otherwise. An annual report 
is required. Gifts are vested in the board of 
management. The privileges of the library 
may be extended to non-residents and local 
laws passed to protect property. 

ALABAMA, 

rhe Alabama Travelling Library Association 
has recently been organized under the auspices 
of the state federation of women’s clubs. Effort 
is now making to secure headquarters for the 
work in Montgomery. 

OKLAHOMA. 

The salary of the territorial librarian has 

been reduced from $1500 to $1000. 


NORTH CENTRAL Dii SJOAN 
Ohio lowa 
Indiana Missouri 
Illinois North Dakota 
Michigan South Dakota 
Wisconsin Nebraska 
Minnesota Kansas 


The north central division has been more 
active in the field of library legislation than 
either of the other groups, and the laws en- 
acted and bills presented have been progressive 
and of a character to practically advance the 
library interests of the states. Ohio has passed 


a compulsory library law and a long-needed act 






















































providing for the exchange of state documents 
Ohio 1 Minne- 


sota lemented 


Illinois, Wisconsin, Missouri, ar 


have either amended or supy 


their library laws, and Ohio and Wisconsin their 





state library commission laws. is has 


attempted to pass a bill creating a library com- 
i bills 


and Minnesota and Nebraska 
creating a commission and providing for travel- 


mission, 


ling libraries. Indiana has introduced a bill 


providing for a state library system in connec- 
tion with the schools of the state, and including 
The North 


Wisconsin travelling library association h 


provisions for travelling libraries. 
as en- 
larged its work, and a second association has 
Iowa and Kansas 


subject of a 


been organized in Minnesota. 


have agitated the state library 


commissior 


HI! 


February 15, 1898.—‘‘An act to authorize 
cities of the fourth grade of the second class to 
levy a tax for maintenance of a free public li- 
brary and school library” (cities of from 5000 
to 10,000 population). 

Ihe act makes it compulsory for the board of 
education in any city of the class designated to 
levy an annual tax, if necessary in addition to 
the annual amount of taxes limited by law for 
school purposes, of not less than three-tenths 


nor more than five-tenths of a mill, on all taxa- 
ble property within city and school district, to 
be called a ‘‘ public library fund.” The fund 
when collected is to be turned over tothe treas- 


urer of the library association, and is to be cor 
tinued as long as the association shall maintain 
a public library free to all inhabitants. The 
tax is levied in lieu of all other taxes assessed 
for school library purposes. 

April 21, 1898. —‘' An act to amend sections 
3996 and 3998 and to amend and supplement 
section 3999 of the revised statutes of Ohio, as 
amended April 30, 1891.” 

Che amendments of 1891 provide that forthe 
purpose of increasing and maintaining school 
libraries of city districts the board of education 
may levy an annual tax of one-tenth of a mill 
on the dollar valuation of taxable property. 
rhis is amended by excepting city districts con- 
taining cities of the first grade of the first class. 

By the act of 1891 the board of public library 
trustees in cities of the first grade of the first 
class (Cincinnati) was composed of two mem- 
bers appointed by the board of education of the 
school district, two by the union board of high 
schools, and two by the directors of the uni- 
The president of the board of educa- 
an e¢x-oficio member. The amend- 
ment makes the seventh member of the board 
an appointee of the judges of the court of con 
mon pleas of the county within which the city 
is located rather than the president of the board 
of education. 

The public library section just noted has five 
supplemental sections. 


versity. 
tion was 
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tr. Residents of a county within which its situ 
ated any city of the first grade of the second 
class, which has established a | c library, 
ire entitled to the use of the library and its 
bran hes. 

2. The board of trustees has the entire mar 


library and ex usive control of 
" 


igement of the 


the 


library fur 


3. It is the duty of the board to establish and 
maintain in the city and throughout the county 
in which the city is situated reading-rooms 
branch libraries, and library stations in conne 
tion with the main library 

4. For the purpose { increasing and main 
taining such libraries the board may levy annu 
ally a tax not exceeding three-tenths of one mill 
on each dollar valuation of the taxable property 
in the county. The money, known as the li 
brary fund, is placed in the custody of the 
county treasurer, subject to the order of the 


library board 


5. The amount of any fund previously raised 
by tax by the board of education for school | 





brary purposes and all library funds remaining 
unexpended are transferred tothe county library 


fund All funds, bonds, stocks, or other proy 
erty held by the board of education or any 
municipal department for the benefit of a pul 
lic library are also transferred to the board of 


controlled by them sul 
e respective donations 
‘An act providing for the 

iblications through the 


library trustees, to be 

ject to the terms of tl 
April 26, 1598 

listribution of state 

state library.” 

is directed 


The supervisor of public printing 


to deliver to the board of library commissioners 
any number of copies, not exceeding 200, of 


every report ordered printed by the 


governor 
r general assembly and of all documents 


printed for any department or office hese 
copies, with the exception of the senate and 


house journals and executive documents, 
printed in addition to those required by law 
he same number of 
the the 
than the public printer. 
copies are required the c 
the supervisor of publi 
Any public 
the secretary of state one 
subject to 


are 


given to 
by other 
less than 200 
lust notify 


copies are to be 
work is 

When 
ymmission t 
printing. 
ations remaining in the custody of 
year after publication 
requisition by the library com- 
d may be distributed by them 


session of the 


commission if done 





are 
missioners an 

The last 
general appr 
priated $4000 for travelling 


legislature, in the 
appro- 
will be 


ypriation bill for 1898 —9 


libraries. It 
library ce 


remembered that the state mmission, 
immediately after its appointment in 1896, de 
cided to send out travelling libraries More 
than 100, averaging 25 volumes each, have been 


in successful « peration. Mr. Galbreath in his 
last report says regarding the work: ‘‘ There 
can be no question that with proper aid they 
will prove a popular and potent adjunct to our 
educational system. The demand for them has 


already expectations of 
the friends of 
ing that 


class or section 


surpassed the sanguine 
the movement It 
' 


this demand 


Is encouTrag 


is not confined to any 








INDIANA 
During the 1897 session of the legislature a 
} w ed by Senator McCord pro- 
ling f i st library system in con ection 
vith the hools of the state. The ntrol of the 
stat brary 1 state librar System was 
sted in the state board of education, w h 
vas also t t as state library board. The 
ite system was to comprise the state library 
i local libraries supported wholly or in 


urt by taxation, and the management of the 





if s rarics vested in the local school 
rd vith general supervision and inspe 
) by the state board 
The measure provided at length for the ap- 
tment of a state librarian and assistants by 
the library board; it tlined the work to be 
done by the library force to aid teachers in the 
e of books through reading circles, etc., and 
provided for the loaning of books from the state 
brary 
rhe bill did not meet with the approval of 
the Indiana Library Association, and was de- 
feated in the house on March 1, 1897, by a vote 
f4rt ) 
I LOIS 
une} 1897 ‘*An act to amend section 1 
of ‘An act t authorize cities, incorporated 
tow and tow ps to establish and maintain 
f pul libraries and reading-rooms,’ ap- 
[ ved and in force March 7, 1872," as amended 
by acts approved June 17, 1887; May 25, 1889; 
March 26, 1891, and June 15, 1895 
rt Iment concerns the tax levy rhe 
act of 1872 provides for an annual tax of one- 


fth of a mill on the dollar on all taxable pr 


” 


erty in cities of more than 100,000 and one mill 

n those ess That of 1887 raises the tax in 

cities 1 f re than 1x oO to one halfa m a 
; ; ] 


and in those under to two mills. The 


1887 keeps the same tax rate, but adds the pro 





\ n that the annual library tax in cities of 
more than 10,000 shall not be included in the 
aggregate amount of taxes as limited by the 





act of 1872, providing for the incorporation of 
cities and villages. The act of 1891 retains the 
Same tax rates, but provides that in cities of 
more than 100,000, after the year 1895, the rate 





tt exceed one-half mill on the dollar. 
The act of 1897 retains the old rate of 
ls on the dollar in cities of less than 100,000, 
in cities of more than that number 


shall n 





two 


fora state library commis- 


iced into both houses on March 





sior 
I 1897 Its salient features were the ar 
pointment by the governor of five commis- 
sioners, with a term of service of five years. 
The « ImMIss n was to give advice to libraries 
ind t Nmunities proposing to establish free 
{ braries to the best means of establish- 
ir ministering, cataloging, selection of 
books, ete. It ! its members to aid in 
rgar ng es and to improve those al- 


ready established. An annual report was re- 
1] r expenses 
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The bill, vy 
state library 





ndorsement of the 
and the state tca 
rted and lost 


rich received the « 
he Ts 


association 


issociation, was adversely r« 


Ata meeting of the Illis s Library Ass i 
tion held in January, 1897, it was annour 1 
that another bill I been prepared whose ot 
ject was to secure a library nission of s 
members, which should be non-partisan, h 
charge of the libraries under the state cont: 
and promote the system of ! service in the 
personnel of the various library forces. 

A law affecting the state library passed on 
June 9, 1897, permits the transference of his 
toric documents of counties to the state histor 


cal or state university library Accurate copies 











are to be retained in county offices. 

Ma 24, 1897 An actt ke the 
perintendent or supervising principal of city or 
village schools ea t I er of tl l 
free library board.’ 

[he act amends the revised statutes by pro- 
viding that the library government sl be ir 
vested in a board of ni directors, appoint 

y the head of the local governing body, witt 
the consent of the council, provided the head 
of the schools | made an ¢ member of 
the board 

UA 2 1597 ‘Ar ict f t th 
wider use of the books of free c librar 
and amendatory of section 4 of the l 
statutes of Wisconsin. 

The act imends the sect a \ rtant id 


ditions granting the library boards pe 





allow the use of a library by non-residents, t 
exchange books with any other library either 
permanently or temporarily, and to contract 
with the board of supervisors of county or ¢ 
erning body of any neighboring town, vill 
or city to loan t books of tl library to the 








county, town, village, or city 

Che possibilities of the act are not likely to be 
neglected. ( ‘ ntyv rd hasa ady d 
cussed a proposition to have the people of the 
county supplied with books from a flourishing 
library at the county seat by of a syste 
of travelling libraries 

{pril 14. 1897 ‘*An act relative to estab 





lishing free public libraries in cities, villages 
and towns.’ 
The act 


amends the revise 


amended by the laws of 1893 and 18095, by re- 
ducing its application to towns and villages 
from 2000 to 1000, ing away with a tax limit 


an affirmative vote in favor of a 


unnecessary 


and making 
library tax 
Under the law 


mmon coun 


as amended the c« 


cilof any city not exceeding 50,000 inhabitants 


and the governing board of any town and vill: 





containing more than 1000 inhabitants, has 
power to establish and maintain a public library 
ind reading-room, to maintain a library already 
established, and to levy an annual tax 

{pril 21, 1897 An act to increase the effi- 
ciency of the state free library commission and 


n therefor. 
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The Northern Minnesota Travelling Library 
Association was organized at Duluth on Feb. 
14, 1897, at a meeting held under the auspices 
of the women’s clubs of that city. 14 libraries 
have been pledged and 500 books promised. 
Che libraries are intended for circulation in the 
mining regions in the northern part of the state. 
[hey are supported by private benevolence. 

The establishment of the northern associa- 
tion gives the state two travelling library cen- 
tres \ growing work in this field has been 
carried on for some time in Hennepin county 
by the Minneapolis public library. 


IOWA, 


At a meeting of the Iowa State Library Asso- 
ciation, held on Oct. 12 and 13, 1897, a com- 
mittee on legislation was appointed and in- 
structed to exert every legitimate 
influence upon the next legislature for the crea- 
tion of a state library commission. 


possible 


MISSOURI. 


March 17, 1897.—‘‘ An act authorizing the 
holding of an election in incorporated cities of 
over 10,000 inhabitants for the purpose of vot- 
ing on a proposition to levy a tax for a ‘library 
building fund’ where a library has been estab- 
lished under ‘An act relating to libraries in 
cities, towns, villages, and townships,’ approved 
April 10, 1895.” 

The act provides that when in an incorpo- 
rated city, acting under the law of 1895, I0o 
taxpaying voters petition the proper authori- 
ties, asking that an annual tax be levied at an 
increased rate of taxation, for the erection of a 
free public library building, the tax not to ex- 
ceed one and one-half mills on the dollar annu- 
illy, and not to be levied for more than five 
years, and the board of directors deem the 
building necessary, the question shall be pre- 
sented for proper vote. If two-thirds of the 
votes are in favor of the tax, it is to be assessed 
and known as the “library building fund.” 





The act is in four sections, of which three 
pertain to plans, bids, etc. The bill is espe- 
cially in the interest of the St. Louis Public 
Library. 

NEBRASKA, 


\ta meeting of the Nebraska Library Associa- 
held Dec. 31, 1 


tion, 1896, it was voted to present 
a memorial asking for the enactment of a state 
travelling library law. On Jan. 18, 1897, a 
t to create a public library commission that 


should have charge of free travelling libraries 


to be operated throughout the state was in- 
troduced, 
KANSAS. 
rhe librarian of the state library, in his bien- 
nial report, 1896, reviews the library laws of 


the several states where travelling libraries or 
state commissions are established, and urges 
the adoption of similar legislation in Kansas. 
rhe federation of women's clubs has 
taken steps toward establishing travelling li- 
braries and has effected an organization. 


state 
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WESTERN Divi »N 
Nevada 
Idaho 


Washington 


Montana 
Wyoming 
Colorado 


New Mexico Oregon 
Arizona California 
Utah 


Of this last group Montana, Nevada, and 
California have amended their general library 
laws. Colorado has attempted to follow the 
example of other states in the establishment of 


a library commission, and Oregon has made an 


effort to secure a general library law. Wyo- 
ming has enacted laws benefiting its state 
library. 

MONTANA, 


March 3, 1897. —‘‘ An act to amend section 
5039 of the political code of the state of Mon- 
tana.” 

The section as amended gives the town or 
city council power to establish and maintain 
free public libraries and provide by ordinance 
for an annual tax not exceeding one mill on the 
dollar on the property of the town or city, to be 
known as the library fund. 


WYOMING, 


February 15, 1897. —On this date the legis- 
lature passed a bill giving the proceeds and in- 
come of 15,000 acres of land to the state law 
library, and on March 15, 1897, it set aside 
15,000 acres for the benefit of the state library 
for the purchase of miscellaneous books and 
charts. 

COLORADO. 


Ata meeting of the Colorado Library Associa- 
tion, held in December, 1806, it was decided to 
urge a law creating a state library commission. 
Such a bill, prepared by the officers of the 
association, was introduced in the legislature on 
January 15, 1897. So far as known it has not 
been enacted. 

NEVADA. 


March 1, 1897. ‘“*‘An act to amend an act 
entitled ‘An act to provide for free public libra- 
ries and other matters relating thereto,’ ap- 
proved March 16, 1895.” 

The act as amended provides that the board 
of county commissioners shall annually levy a 
tax upon all taxable property of the city, unin- 
corporated town, or school district of not less 
than 10 cents nor more than 50 cents on each 
$100 valuation. 

The law of 1895 provides a tax of five mills 
on each dollar of valuation for establishment 
and one mill for maintenance. 


OREGON. 


In 1897 a bill authorizing the establishment 
of free public libraries in incorporated cities 
and school districts was prepared for introduc- 













































tion into the state legislature. It authorize 

the municipal authorities of any incorporated 
city, or the school directors of any school dis 
trict not within the limits of an incorporated 
city, to submit to popular vote the question of 


levying a tax not to exceed one mill on the dol 
lar for the purpose of establishing free public 
libraries and reading-rooms 

When Io per cent. of the legal voters petition 
for a tax for library purposes the governing 
authorities must submit the question at 
next election. 

After the adoption of the act in cities of less 
than 20,000 inhabitants, five library 
are to be elected, at the same time and for simi- 
lar terms as the other town officers. In school 
listricts the school directors are to act as libra- 
ry trustees. 

In a city of more than 20,000 inhabitants one 
citizen is elected from each ward to constitute a 
board of trustees. A newt 1 


the 


trustees 


board is elected yearly 
CALIFORNIA, 


April 1, 1897. ‘*An act to amend section 
758 of an act entitled ‘ An act to provide forthe 
organization, incorporation, and government of 
municipal corporations,’ approved March 13, 


1883." The amendment provides that the 
trustees of any free public library, governed by 
the library law of 1880, shall be elected at a 


general municipal election, and serve for four 
years. 

The act of 1880 provides for the election of 
five trustees in cities of less than 00 in- 
habitants, and in cities of more than that popu- 
lation that the chief executive officer and 11 
citizens, appointed by the governor of the state, 
shall constitute the first board of trustees. 


100 


UMMARY OF LIBRARY LEGISLATION. 

In connection with the report of the year’s 
work the following general statement of library 
legislation in the United States (giving statistics 
as compiled by Bureau of Education, 1896,) 
subjectively arranged, may be of some con- 
venience 
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BLI A} I 

rhe following states have laws providing 
for the establishment a i ntenance of pul 
lic libraries 

No» {tlantic a ion: Maine, New Hamy 
shire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, and Penn- 
sylvania 

South Atlantic division > Maryland, District of 
Columbia, North Carolina, and G« rgia 

South tvision I nesse¢ Missis 
sippi, and 

North ce “di 20M Ohio, Indiana, Ill 
nois, Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, lowa, 
Missouri, Nebraska, ind Kan a 

Western division: Montana, Wyoming (coun 
ty law , Colorado, New Mexic« Utah, Nevada 
Washington, and California. 

TAT WITH I I LIBRARY LEGISLAT ‘ 


Delaware, Virginia, 


lina, and Florida 





Kentucky, Alabama 
Louisiana, Arkansas, Oklahoma, and Indian 
lerritory. 
North central division > North and South Da- 
KOta. 
Western division: Arizona, Idaho, and Ore- 
gon 
ATE LIBRARY (¢ M MISSION 


The following states have laws providing for 


brary commissions 
North New 


Vermont, Massachusetts, and Connecticut 


Atlanti ivisien Hampshire, 


South Atiantt 


North 


liviston: Georgia 


fiveston ; Ohio and Wisconsin. 
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TATE AID TO LIBRARI? 
[he following states grant aid to small li- 
braries 
Vort/ {i/antt division Maine, through 
state library; New Hampshire, Vermont, and 


Massachusetts, through library commissions ; 
Rhode board of 
Connecticut, through library commission, and 
New York, through the regents of the state 


university 


Island, through education ; 


Vorth central division: Michigan and lowa, 
through the state libraries. 

EFFORT TO SECURE STATE LIBRARY COMMIS- 

Ihe following states are endeavoring to se- 


cure laws providing for the creation of library 
commissions 


tlantic division 





M iry land. 


tral division Illinois, Minnesota, 


and Nebraska. 


Western division 





lowa 


Colorado. 


rRAVELLING LIBRARIES. 


rhe folk states have enacted laws pro- 


r the 


wing 


viding fe establishment and maintenance 


of travelling library systems, supported by the 


State. 

North Atlantic division: New York and New 
Jersey. 

Vorth central division: Ohio, Michigan, and 
lowa. 

Western division ; Montana. 

rRAVELLING LIBRARIES OTHERWISE MAIN- 

TAINED. 


In the following states travelling libraries 


have been organized and are maintained either 








CONFERENCE. 

by private benevolence, clubs, educational in- 
stitutions, or municipal libraries 
North Atlanti 


Jersey, and Pennsylvania 


division » Massachusetts, New 


South Atlantic division: Maryland and Geor- 


gia. 


South central division : Kentucky, Tennessee, 
and Alabama. 
North 


Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, and Kansas. 


central division: Illinois, Wisconsin, 


Western division ; Colorado. 


EFFORT TO SECURE TRAVELLING LIBRARY LEGIS- 
LATION 
rhe following states have endeavored, by 


legislation, to secure travelling libraries sup- 


ported by the state. 


Pennsylvania. 


North Atlantic division 
South Atlanti vision: Maryland. 
North central division: Indiana, Minnesota, 


Nebraska, and Kansas 


SCHOOL LIBRARY LAWS. 
The following states have laws providing for 


school libraries. 


North Atlantic division: Maine, Rhode Isl- 
and, Connecticut, New York, and Pennsyl- 
vania. 

South Atlantic division: Maryland and Vir- 
ginia. 

South central division : Kentucky. 

North central division: Ohio, Indiana, Illi- 


nois, Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, 


Missouri, North Dakota, Nebraska, and Kan- 


sas. 
Western division: Montana, Colorado, Ari 
Idaho, Oregon, 


zona, Utah, and California. 
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REPORT ON CHILDREN’S READING 
BY CAROLINE M, HEWINS, IC LIBRARY, HARTI 


ive years ago, in answers to questions on however, refreshing to read a letter in the chil 





children’s reading for the World's Library dren's corner of an agr u iper where a 
Congress in Chicago, two libraries, Brooklin girl says, ‘‘I w Id as soon bouta rag 
and Chelsea, Mass., reported that they had _ baby as about Elsie."" The important questions 


children's reading-rooms. Three others, Water- this year are ‘‘ Have you a children's roon 


bury, Ct., the Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, and Have you a children’s league and ‘* What 


the Gloversville (N. Y.) Free Library, expected are you doing for the childret 
t 


tohave them soon. The two already in exist- It is the irony of fate that a reporter who has 
ence were, I think, reading-rooms only, with n hildren’s room or league s}! Id be com 
current magazines for children and bound v pelled to tabulate answers to these questions 
umes of illustrated papers. and perhaps some of you may be thinking in 
Reports came from 125 libraries this year, in your secret souls of the old crab and her daug} 


answer to three times as many postal-cards. ter. Extenuating circumstances in the case of 


Libraries were asked what they were doing for the Hartford Public Library are stated in its re 





children and to send copies of special book lists port, and briefly summed up they are, no room 
and Library League pledge. The answershave already unoccupied and a clause inan existing 
been formulated by the following questions League of Good Order. 
t. Have you a children’s room or children’s Of 125 libraries 31 have children's rooms, or 
department ? will have them within three months, 9 have 
2. Have you a Library League pledge library leagues, 8 hope to have them soon, § 
3. If not, do you expect to have one use the Maxson |! k-mark, and 40 send book 
3. Do you work with schools? lists, annotated r otherwise. Among those 
s. Do you circulate school duplicates leserving special mention for well-prepared 
I i I I 
6. Have you branch libraries in schools lists are Cleveland and Evanston, and the most 
7. How many books at atime do you allow noteworthy work that Cleveland has put forth 
teachers ? during the year is the | k of references for 
o ) 
8. Have children access to the shelves? third-grade teachers compiled by Miss Prentice 
" ave they a separate finding-list he evaluation card from Da yn, which has 
» H th | te f t I} i f Dayt wl! I 
10. Are their books separated inthe general been noticed in the LIBRARY RNAL (Ap. '97), 


finding-list ? ; of much interest 
11. Do you use the Maxson book-mark Many libraries make statements in their 


12. Do you give talks in schools? printed reports of work for children. In the 
13. Are talks or lectures to school pupils accompanying table the references to reports 
given in the library under *‘ Remarks” are to the written report: 
14. Do you make book lists on special sub- sent me by librarian 
jects, as holidays? The reports giving the most interesting a 
15. Is the home reading of certain books re- unts of personal and individual work come 
quired by schools ? from Atlanta, Ga.; Bloomington and Evanston, 


16. Do you circulate pictures? Ill.; East Saginaw, Mich.; Kansas City, Mo 


bitions of pictures? New Brunswick and Plainfield, N. J.; Pratt In 





17. Do you give exhi 


No questions have been asked this yearabout stitute and Union for Christian Work, Brooklyn 


nT Dayton, O.; Paw- 


the kind of books bought for children in publ ; 
libraries. The report of 1893 showed that the tucket and Woonsocket, R.1. Copies of reports 


1 
Me 
= 
a 
, 
ae 


tendency was to buy the best books for children will be sent to all librarians asking for them 

and let the poorer wear out unreplaced. Th A report on children’s reading would be in 
lists printed every year by the New York Li omplete wit t reference to the many letters 
brary Association and other clubs are so gener- on the sul tinthe New York 7imes and New 
ally used that it is not worth while to throw a York Sun this year. Some of them are foolish, 
search-light on every library in the country t some amateurish, but a good list for boys and 


see whether the ‘‘ names to conjure with" of a girls may be made from them if they are sifted 
dozen years ago are still onthe shelves. Itis, down 
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( 
Colorado Springs F. I 
Denver P I 
La Junta Young Folks’ L. 
CONNECTICUT 


I 


In 


ALIFORNIA 
Los Angeles P. L 
Pasadena P. I ; 
Riverside F. P. I 

San Diego F. P. I 
San Francisco F. P. I 


Ansonia, Ansonia L 
Bridgeport P. I 
Bristol F. P. I 
Groton, Bill Mem'I| I 
Hartford P. I 


New Britain, New Britain Inst ... 
> 


New Haven 

Norwich, Otis L....... 
Rockville P. I 

South Manchester P. I 
Stamford, Ferguson L 
Stratford L. Assoc 
JELAWARE 


Wilmington, Wilmington 
GEORGIA 

Atlanta, Young Men's L 
Ir 


Bloomington, Withers P. I 


Champaign P 
Evanston P. L.. 
Peoria P. L.... 
Quincy P. I 

ock Island P. I 
Winnetka P. L 

LANA 
Indianapolis P. I 


Michigan City P. L.....0..5. 


WA 
Cedar Rapids F. P. I 
Des Moines P. I . 


MAINE 


> 


Bangor P. L......... 
Portland P. I 


MASSACHUSET 


Arlington, Robbins L 


DEROEED F's Ewoveccocecece 


Boston P. I 

Brockton P. I 
Brookline P. I 
Cambridge P. L 
Chelsea, Fitz P. I 
Everett, Parlin Mem’! L. 
Fitchburg P 
Framingham, Town I 
Haverhill P. I 
Holyoke P. I ee 
Lancaster, Town L... 
Lawrence P 
Lexington, Cary I 
Lynn F. P.I 

Malden P. I 

Medford P. I 

Melrose P. I 

Milton P. I 

North Adams P. I 
North Easton, Ames F. I 
Quincy, Crane I 
Southbridge P. L. Ass 
Springfield City I 
Waltham P. I 
Weymouth, Tufts I 
Worcester P. I 





Children’s 


ib. Leag 
Room or Dept Lib. League 


Club League of 
Good Order 
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No. Books 
allowed 
Teachers 


Access to 
Shelves 





5 
Ten... Yes 
Five 
. ge Yes 
Unlimited..|Yes..... 
eves Yes 
Unlimited.. 
Unlimited. .|200 books . 
Two ecvelescese , 
Five Yes... 
oe 
Six ° 
.| Unlimited 
Dix 
Three.. Yes 
Unlimited 
Eight 
Ten 
Unlimited 
Yes 
Three 
Ten 
Five 
Six ascal eee 
Nom'ly five | Yes 
Unlimited ° 
Ten Yes 
FOUr...cse. 
Ter 
a 
Ter Ve 
Ye 
SIX 
Five Yes 
Dix 
Four . 
Ten 
ix 
Six 100° V » 
Four 










Books 
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Finding in General Book in vate n Sox , , ( - : ; 
sts Finding mark. Schools Lit Subjects. | <.) Me eenteecgy 
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” ae Yes Yes ve 
Yes 
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Yes Ye 
Yes 
Yes Yes 
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eeeeeeeeeee Ves. “eeeee 
seeee Yes 
Yes 
cecececes Yes See Miss Wallace's repor 
ecccce Yes See Miss Moore's rej 
Yes Yes Yes Yes See M Clarke's report 
Yes 
Ye 
. Ye 
‘ Yes 
Yes Yes Yes Yes 





sddressed by li 





MICHIGAN 
East Saginaw, H 
Jackson P. I 
Kalamazoo P. L , 
Ypsilanti, State Norma! Coll. L 
MINNESOTA 
Duluth P.I 


ytl 


St. Paul P. I 

Winona F. P. I 
Miss R 

Kansas City P. I 

St. Louis P. I 
MONTANA 


Butte F. P. L 
Helena P. I 
NEBRASKA 
Lincoln City L 
Omaha P 
New HAmpPsuHirt 
Concord P 
Dover P. I 
Keene P. I 
Nashua P. I 
New Jersey 
Jersey City F. P. L 
New Brunswick F. P. L 
Plainfield P 
Trenton, Union I 
New Yorx 
Brooklyn, Pratt Inst 
: 'nion for Christian Work 
Buffa r & 
Gloversville F. I 
Jamestown, Prendergast L .. 
Mount Vernon P. I 
New York, St. Agnes’ F. P. L 
neonta P. I 
Poughkeepsie, City I 
Roc hester, ¢ er traf I 
Rome, Jervis L. Assox 
Syracuse, Central L 
Utica P 
Ou 
Akron PI 
Belleville P. I 


Cleveland P. I 
Dayton P.I 
Elyria, Elyria I 


Mansfield Mem’! P. L 

Warren, Warren I 

Youngstown, Reuben 
PENNSYLVANIA 


Philadelphia Apprentices’ L 


McMillan P. I 





Athenzum 


Johnsbury 
Woodstock, Williams P. I 
WASHINGTON 
Seattle P. I 
Wis 


INSIN 
Beaver Dam, W nN F. I 
Madison F. I 
Menomonie F. I 


Milwaukee P. I 


BRARY 





Will move this . 


Children’s 


Om or Dept Lib. League 





summer 
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League 
hoped 
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Schools 
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Schools Teachers 
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REPORT ON OPEN SHELVES 


OHN THOMSON, FREE 
nost satisfactory remark to be made on 


that the 


"THE 

the subject of open shelves is, 
adoption of that system is largely on the in- 
crease, and that an instance of reversion from 
an open-shelf institution to a practice of closed 
shelves is very rare. Hardly a librarian who 
has adopted open shelves would entertain the 
idea of 
now that he and the public whom he serves 


returning to old-fashioned methods, 
have found the advantages of free access by 
readers to the books they wish to consult. It 
is remarkable that from the moment when the 
system was first adopted, wherever a letter or 
a speech is found upon the subject, little or no 
variation of the arguments for and against the 
system be found. The great satisfaction 
felt by the public and the enormous increase in 
the circulation of books for home reading are 
advanced the side, the other 
there is brought up the plea of danger from 


can 


on one and on 
thieves, mutilation of books, confusion on the 
shelves, and the use of books unfit for indis- 
criminate c but notwithstanding 


the cries by alarmists the movement is making 


nsultation ; 


very rapid progress. 

It is difficult any 
statements as to loss of books from those who 
have charge of libraries in which the open- 


to obtain very definite 


shelf system is not in use. In one library 


at the end of 1895 nearly 2000 volumes were 
unaccounted for and apparently missing from 
the free If these *‘ had 
been published, fancy the terror which would 
in the hearts of librarians. Sup- 


founded and it had 


shelves. statistics ” 


have arisen 


pose they had been well 


been shown that the books were worth 35 to 
$5 cents apiece, it would have revealed an 
aggregate loss of $400 in one year. Fancy 


the arguments fro and com. Now judge the 
result, when, two years later, of these books 
all but Some 
had been misplaced, some had been held over 


by readers, others again were found placed 


350 to 400 were accounted for. 


behind books and were lodged probably by 
delinquent readers at the back of shelves out 
of sight. I would venture to say that no more 
valuable be adopted by li- 
brarians than to cease publishing the minute 


resolution could 





LIBRARY OF PHILADELPHIA, 


Statistics which delight so many. Free libraries 


must be conducted upon the same methods, 
plans, and principles that are used in carrying 
on a business. Can you imagine Messrs. Macy, 
Wanamaker, Stern, McCreery, Siegel & Cooper, 
Hearn, Altman, and others, meeting together 
and agreeing to publish annual reports to show 
how many pieces of lace have been missing 
from their bargain counters during the years 
1621-22? Such an antiquated method of in- 
business would not have prevailed 


Each lo- 


cality, each library, each branch has its own 


juring a 
even in the years I have suggested. 


constituency and must adopt its own protective 
and aggressive measures. The one thing, and 
one thing only, that concerns boards of trustees, 
city councils, the grantors of city appropria- 
tions, and others who are appointed to watch 
the interests of the people is, what good result 
is obtained for the money expended? Is the 
business end of any particular library showing 
a good result? Is the result worth the expendi- 
ture? This is proved or disproved to a large 
degree by showing the turn-over of a library. 
By showing, for instance, that with a posses- 
volumes there 


100,000 to 200,00 


sion of from 
has been a circulation of one million, one and a 
half million, of 
turn-over of each volume from 10 to 20 times in 
ayear. But that 
the expenditure incurred in maintaining a free 
library is justified by its report of the use made 


or two millions volumes; a 


no less by demonstrating 


of reference-books by readers, which in many 
libraries equals and possibly exceeds the issue 
of volumes for home reading. And lastly by 
the comments made by readers upon the use- 
fulness of the library in that department. On 
this point in the Free Library of Philadelphia, 
for instance, hundreds of letters and interviews 
commenting favorably on the value of the ser- 
vice rendered to the student and general public 
When the complaints of 
fewer 


be reported. 
service which reach the librarians 
and fewer every month, when the public ap- 
proval received by the notice of the press and 
the good-will of members of councils are main- 
tained, the best proof is given that a library is 


could 
are 


earning its appropriations. 


















The Free Library of Philadel i ted 
t free-s { te tt t! { l 
the re t ! kK Wa s 
fully inthe rst ts 12 librarie \\ 
Institute branch), that the i ent the Ir l 
rary was able ton nt ts present r 
ters and escape the cramped nditions of its 
earliest situation in the three rooms appropr 
ated to its service in the city hall, the freest 
of the shelves was given to the publi 
These libraries have surprised even those wh 
were the warmest ivocates of the system 
[he importance of making aries free and 
enabling students to use them w the fewest 
ickles compatible with r ment will be 
1 1 tr eve the face f the rev of 
he fossil argument that free libraries are 1 
nger aids to education A leading newspaper 
n England congratulat Marylebone on hav- 
ing refused to adopt the pul brary system 
n the ground that no such institut were 
wanted in such b places as London, because 
students could goto t British Museum and 
there read everything except a novel Phe 
vriter who made this solemn statement must 
be sadly in want of information as to the many 
safeguards rightly placed t ks 


ks of 





ind b 


British Museum and 


such 
the National Lil 


Paris, Berlin, and Dresden. 


K-Stac 


Eight years ago in one of a series 
entitled a ‘‘ Plea for liberty,” er 


preface by Herbert Spencer, the very ancient 


cry that books in a free library were only a 
method of stealing money out of one man’s 


read useless 


to 


yrward with 


pocket to enable another man 


gratuitously, the 


mprimatur of Mr. Spencer. Facts, h« 


trash was put f 


wever 





are a great deal strongerthan arguments. The 
reports of losses from the open shelves are not 
in any way serious. The injury to a library 
from loss an of books cannot | 

shown to be } t on absolutely free 
and open shelves than on those carefully 


guarded by lock and key or by such methods 
as are still adopted here and there to prevent 
the people from using the books they ha 


The best 


unde 


paid for. motto 
‘* This library is 
put Ex] 


people will not see wi 


; Y 


he protec 
lic.’ erience sh 
fering, and the attention of attendants is co 


tinually called to careless wi 


or 


rse use 
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I ks M | Ma 
I ( t \ \ 
nt t 
I [ ( ! t 1 the 
yt e \ y Ie 
Lhe t rian of the Cle we Library 
I reports that t | entage of t 
aks fr t 1 shelves is insignificant 
he report from t Minneay Public I 
iry shows tl ts er at m was some 
1s ooks And t ( with « ed 
shelves [ e I al M Put i f ! 
nly 4 t of t k 1 Bates H . 
aiter I nm 1 
loubt the truth, that he be it v them 
were merely slaid The d c es of loss 
n free and closed | are reall " 
ter It is satis ry to kK w thatthe Nev 
York Free Circulating Library is making the 
experiment of open shelves and is in hope f 
having the plan adopted throughout their e1 
ire system. We are all familiar with the re 
rt of the ecess of the free-shelf system at 
B | nd Mr. Elmendorf was thoroughly 
justified 1 ad g that the success f the 
movement at Buffalo had g e far to solve the 
uestion of open shelves 
Experience shows that the k from theft 
Ss very smal] nd whe a theft o« rs it is 
ilmost invariably the act of some one delib 
erate and persistent thief One man Phila- 
delphia stole 84 books ; he visited ne { the 
principal libraries in the city, and made his 
selection f useful works n engineering 
The books were re ered becaus a reader 
n the same house found out what was going 
t nd tified one of the librarians where 
the t ks were irian sent and fetched 
away the | ks, distributing them amongst 
the various libraries fhe general public are 
not thieves Thieves from libraries are a class 
like burglars. One man commits a large num 
ber of burg and creates a great deal of 
tre but this does not prove that the whole 
populat f a village r town is burglar 
iously inciined Ihe benefit of open shelves 
s indisputable nd the pr e los { two or 
three hi 1 books per annum ata total cost 
f perhaps $1 may be t lered small, if the 
salaries which w e re red for one and 
possibly two more assistants tto mention page 


boys. et 


compared not 





> had to be paid 


be 


ythe number of 


Libraries must 


merely accor ling t 
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42 
lumes in their possession but according to the 
number of books circulated. If a library with a 
circulation of 125 | ks a day loses 10 books a 
year, that is ich in proportion as if a li- 
brary with a circulation of 2500 books a day 
es 200, the circulation of the latter being 20 


former. 


imes larger than the 


It must be remembered also that the loss of 


books by theft and from other causes is mere- 


ly a part, and a very small part, of the gen- 
eral loss in a public library with a large cir- 
culation. The general loss from wear and 
tear, the number of books worn out (absolute- 
ly torn to shreds from constant use) alone, 
would be at least 10 times the number of all 


books unaccounted for in the year. The num- 


ber of books mutilated is certainly no greater 


in a library with open shelves than in a closed 


shelf library; because if a man wants to save 
himself the labor of copying by cutting out 
bodily what he wants he will do so as much 
in one library as he will in the other. The 


number of books thus mutilated, to my per- 


sonal knowledge, is fully equal, if not greater, 


than the number of books mislaid, lost, stolen, 
or otherwise unaccounted for. To refer back 
to the illustration already used, if a store do- 
ing a business of $s000 a year loses by theft 
$100 worth of laces from a bargain coun- 
ter the matter is a very serious item. A like 
amount taken from the counters of a store like 
Macy's becomes merely an incident. A _ loss 
of 300 books in a library circulating 50,000 


books a year is a matter of grave moment. A 


similar loss in a library circulating from one 
million t ne million half of books is a 
If, 


large an article asa 


and a 
matter of comparatively small importance. 
as is a well-known fact, s¢ 


freight-car can be lost to the railway system to 
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a period of from one to 
ilt to 


many books that are treated as stolen are really 


which it belongs for 


three years, it is not diffi understand that 


books that will sooner or later be accounted 
for. A leakage on books is as much a neces- 
sity as is a leakage of counter goods in a busi- 


ness. 
The fact that some people who are trained in 
the use of libraries can achieve their ends by the 


use of the catalog proves very-little. Every 


person using a free-shelf library can still go to 


| 


the catalog if he or she desires to do so, but in 


addition to the catalog the free shelves give in- 


creased facilities. It is no argument to say you 


can use the catalog, and so need not give the 


public access to the shelves. Every public li- 


brary has its catalog, but would do well to have 
free shelves in addition. 


The true solution, as it occurs to me, for 


the management of public libraries is to have 
reference rooms and shelves for general books 
as history, travel, 


on classified subjects such 


fiction, and biography, absolutely open ; and to 
have separate rooms or places in which can 
be stored valuable books that it would be im- 


possible to leave to be handled largely from 
curiosity and which would become injured from 
the Globe 


undue handling. Several copies of 


Shakespeare might properly be placed upon 
free shelves, but Halliwell-Phillips’ edition, the 
and the facsimile of 


to 


facsimiles of the quartos 


the first folio, roperly remitted 


a closed shelf. 


might | | 
The general reader who wants 
Shakespeare will be content with an edition of 
Rolfe, the Globe, If he 
wishes to pursue the study of Shakespeare and 


Knight, or Furness. 
has exhausted the subject from the free shelves 
he can very readily, through the catalog, obtain 
further editions to study. 
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TH! event 
report on co- 
Seconda 


is, without question, the 


Ge 


Library Conference, hel 
1807 The scope, size, and « 
his mention 


an add 


ing seem to make t necessary, even 


though the committe nothing to 


reviews of its action and results which have ay 
peared inthe various library journals. Of thes« 
the careful and extended reports of Herr Milka 


inthe Centralél fiir Bibliothekswesen 


373) and of Dr. Biagi to the Italian G 





in the Aivista delle bibliot (8 : 81-93) are of 
especial interest as s of the 
influence exerted by to be 
hoped that the publi dings 
may not be much longer delayed 
Mention must be made, also, of the S 
International Bibliographical ( ference é 
s ' 


at Brussels, August 2-4, 189 Much sma 

thanthe London Conference, it was also less 
formal and more enthusiasti The discussions 
centred on the question of class ution, and 








especially on the ation t 
apart from this, tl -operatio 
in bibliography, tion in the 
subject, and the need of critical | 110s l \ 

Still another ternational conference w 
called by the Société B raphique, to be held 
at Paris in April, 1898, but notices of its ac 
have not come to hand. 

he year has seen h of interest the 

field of national as well as in that of inter 
national enterprise Since the report of last 
year was prepared, the first organized meetings 


} 


of librarians and bibliographers have been hel 


Italy, and Germany 


the A 


in Switzerland 


mation of those societies and of in 





and Austrian societies noticed in last year's 
report mark a striking development and exten 
sion among librarians of the appreciation of the 
power to be gained from co-operation 

rhe first conference of Swiss librarians w 


held 


at Basel, on Sunday, May 3 
a dozen gentlemen took rt 


of its proceedings is given in the Cent 


fir Bibliothekswesen (14:%77), fror 


appears that among the topics discus 
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TEE 





the not ila r es of t | er form otf 
utalogs t ney of kselle ver 
charg t rn ind ¢t ) i 
Classifica The sut | lings 
also, were 1 like t ler ass itions 
oO! rising a t ithe new Y ity 
Library, a formal nck in excursior a 
‘ t i ir, a t ug ewhat iess 
to be expe ed in Sw ria that Amer 
was the lesire expressed y t ference 
that the xt meeting ght he at é 
centr place Fr the tone .% r 
the Cenira aff, it is evident that the meeting 
fully met expectat s, and that it w be re- 
garded i most pleasant beginning of the 
ganized acti »f Swiss rar 
Th roceedings of the first t graphical 
n, eld at Milan, Sept. 2 18 
nder the aus s of the Societa Bi graf 
It i, have been blis 1 by the society 
Asw l appear by the title, the atte nce was 
t ed to | lar but the t Ss were 
matters of tere t he Besides Dr 
iag re rt on the rdon fere e, the 
D nal ¢ iss i erative gra 
| ind the means of impr g the adminis 
tration of governmenta braries 
n :@ ier g them I were 
s 1 It ga to the Decimal Classific 
t the mee ted that it ild t be 
t ts | ent f but that f era 
it with a il symbol t n, 
eatly t ind proj the 
| t i t : I t ly 
t st nd repor t the next meeting 
\t ne; nthe lere Ie 1 that 
the Ita B gra 1S ety s lunder 
tak t *parat la gr hica 
tionar Italian author t he end of the 
ry, t ce I I 1 in manne similar 
to that of t 
I t t fere { Germa ibr 
Tial ne j it Dr se t ; Oct 
1 Se for I ry I { y of the 
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A. G.S. 


There 


one in a pi Josephson in Pudblic 


rartes 3: 127) were 51 members 


present, nearly all of whom were directors or 


rsity libra- 


rarians of governmental or univ 
ries. The papers read were of the scholarly 
character that would be expected of such a 


gathering. The paper by Dr. Dziatzko on the 


Attempts at a universal catalog” gave first 


an historical account of these attempts, then 


leration to the 


cons present and prospective 
agencies of such work, and finally a statement 


f the importance of international, or at least 
national, agreement as to the form of éntry, 
and more especially of international agreement 


as to the classification of literature. This last 


best by 


nsidered 





he « attainable, and nm ar- 


rangement of lettersand numbers. Dr. Graesel 


urged the formation of a collection of library 
ind the 


mously in favor of sucha 


voted unani- 


It further 


appliances, 


meeting 


museum 


voted that it was desirable that the collective 
catalog undertaken by the Prussian Govern- 
ment should be extended to cover the larger 


German libraries generally. Ina paper on the 


1 


aims and methods of the German library move- 


ment, Dr. Nérrenberg laid stress on the need, 


n addition to the scholarly libraries, of publ 

braries with purposes and a program which 

would be considered typical of r own ideals 
ind also urged the formation of a central au- 


thority to work somewhat in the manner of our 


ate commissions 


If our own country offers less for nsid 
eration, yet it cannot be said to have stood 
still. One more state, Georgia, now has an or- 
ganization of its library workers, and, as a re 

t, has obtained from the state government 
the recognition of the importance of library in- 
terests implied in the constitution of a library 

mmission. A more novel development has 


een the holding of interstate or int state 


Two such the atten- 


Fet 


meetings. have come to 


n of the committee, one at Evanston in 








ry id the other at Atlantic City in March, 

1 a third is contemplated in connection with 
[rans-Mississippi Exhibition at Omaha 

S liscussion has arisen as to the pr ble 
t of such sectional meetings on the interest 

] ue of the annual « the I t 





tee agree in th there are weighty 


rd con ut that observat 


ne can decide the question 


work, that of 


-operative 


In another line « 
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the committee able to 





inter-library loans, 


report considerable progress The Centralblatt 
fiir Bibliothekswesen records the addition of 
several European libraries to the list of those 
who agree to exchange mss the Prussian 


formulated rules for 
the libr 


government has 
books 


change of between 


t 


Prussian universities ; the Boston Public Li- 
brary and the University of California have 
taken similar action. The council has fore 
stalled a proposition which the committee in- 


in the 


Reference Section 


tended to make by placing the subject 


program of the College and 
libraries 


The existence in America of reference 


which do not loan books complicates the prob- 
lem, for it is a question whether such libraries 
can justify the grant of a favor to a non-resi- 
lent which they would not grant to a resident. 


In regard to co-operative bibliographical work 





there are several items which seem worthy of 


mention. The Publishing Secti has carried 
out the plan discussed at the Philadelphia cor 
ference of printed catalog cards for serial pul 
lications, and is able to report progress on the 
portrait index and on its other undertakings 
Details will be found in the report of the Sec- 
tion [wo suggestions have be ceived for 
future work, one of an index to poetr nd the 
ther of a list of the incunabula in this country 
It is suggested that the latter should include al 
known copies, whether in public or private | 
braries, but need not ha entries fuller than 
would be necessary for entification in the 
regular bit gra es There have comet 
the committe fro! more thar one “ rece 
pinions in favor the preparation of a han? 
book of American libraries Ss proposed by 
Mr Teggart in the I \ RNA for 
December, 1897 

Abroad, the action of tl Royal Library at 
Berlin in undertaking to in le in its printed 
catalog the titles of works in other Prussian 


governmental libraries which it does not ex- 


pect to obtain for itself, marks a great advance 


of national! bil 


in the direction liography. The 


prospect of co-operation between the Congres 


' 
sional Library and the Register of Copyrights 
in the preparation of the latter's lists gi 


strength to « 


dvance here. 

rhe most comprehensive plan of internatior 
bibliography is that of the Office International] 
de Bibliographie at Brussels. It is not gener- 


Ae 




















ally understood, however, that while 
s at work on the compilation of a universal 
liography on cards, arranged by the Decimal 


1 


Classification, it no longer contemy; 


| iblication of such a catalog, tr . i st 
nduce societies, individuals, or other ager 

to publish such parts as may interest ea " 

for example the bibliography of zoélogy is 


shed by the Zurich Council 
The plan of the Royal Society for an inter 


bibliography of scientific literature 


national 


which was discussed at the Philadelphia con- 
ference, has advanced during the year A 
cording to information received from Dr. Bil- 
ngs, who was one of the delegates to the 
conference at London in 1896, the mmittee 
then appointed to confer on the details has 
made a report, presenting a somewhat el 
rate scheme, with detailed financial estimates 
and with a proposed classification in al! depart- 


The governments have been 











asked to appoint delegates to attend anot! 
conference in London some time tl ear It 
s hoped that copies of this report iy be re- 
ceived in time for exa ition and discus 
at i. 
st which is t a I y tl 
second editio f Bolton's ‘‘ Catalog of scient 
and tect il periodicals " is now being print 
lw sent out in a few montt It is 
rtifying to have t idd that the lay is 
argely d to the fact that © libraries 
iddressed responses were r¢ L ! I 
ly, and that some of these took 12 months t 
make their report. The mere statement of this 
regard of the common good is suff nt t 
ecure its tes that 
was n ling the 
operati mpieting 
his Bil that the 
First suf ugh the 
press 





f Chicago, to which reference was made in 


last year’s report, has now been cor piled and 
partly edited, and should appear some tit ir 
the winter. A similar list of medical periodi- 
ils in the libraries of Denver is ant need 
reparation 
Che committee conclude their report with 
summary of the work and plans of the state 
brary associations as given in the answers to a 
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: € a hie 
eresting mate ] tained was 
lisay te but it ' e regretted that nine 
tof 21 s did tr y, especiall 
n vie f t rt c s é 
le } ent Ca rts t t t 
I c k ‘ tatist f Ca 
a r ta t I 

ter rary ltoy td ati 
‘ é e works f £ rat 
G a reports t rgar n of its state 
iss t t t ling i tw I the 
id pt the / , orn 
as its off rf ithe _ § t 
reating Uf t i t 
n re tst at 1 of the wor i 
Bureau of Infor tion, t f tion of a 
rary tion State T« ers' A t 
(in December, 1896), and suggests a nt 
r quarterly list of best t ks for small lit 
ries, the « pil fa ‘ rate list of I 
nois libraries 1 tt hel; f the librarie 
I titut s of the stat Massacl 
setts ret tsthe tr taf] n for obtai sé 
ect f n ¢ tn ece ¢ ns 1 witl 
n less t ble t their pre exper 
, e Ea ras ected t « 1 j 
a list titles of 1 Sa y purchased 
wi seem wortl and the final list is made 
f those entioned by at least f t 
tors I er det re given in the M 
ber of the | A} \ This as 
at has also in te lat e pre] 
t f nt list f new s for 
tthe same tir with other ass atior 
Michigan 1 rts t ‘ ange of s| " t 
of ks i so that r d start has beer 
made ‘ templated bibliography of M 
va M sota aSks for an extens 1 of the 
wt rk f r etc of heer } s f the 
year ona larger scale than those 
existing, and ggests the desirabilit 
n le f poetr Nebraska reports that i 
has undertake to | 1 a library ngre f 
Omah sept ber, and that a n I nt 
being i favor of tra ng braries 
) I< s ft the tr c librarie 
' ver ' ’ ‘ | t | ot 1 Se nm ft 
t t f « librarie n the 
er nitie M lowa, New Han 
hire \ s swer that they ha 
tas yet lertaken co-operative work 
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| N the last report of the Publishing Section, 

presented at Philadelphia in 1897, the most 
mportant subject discussed was the issue of 
printed catalog cards for current American 
books, an undertaking which had been con- 
lucted for several years by the Library Bureau 
and had been transferred at the Library Bu- 
reau’s request to the Publishing Section. The 
Library Bureau had already shown that the 


ould com- 


scheme was practicable and that it 


mand sufficient support to cover its expenses, 


and librarians are under obligations to the Bu- 


reau for demonstrating this, as they are for 
undertaking and carrying out many other 
schemes of general library interest and utility. 
rhe work has been continued by the Publish- 


ing Section on practically the same lines that 


the Library Bureau had followed. It involved, 
as was pointed out last year, the employment 


by the Section of a permanent paid secretary, 


and this has opened the way for a still further 
extension of the work of issuing printed cards. 
As was stated in the last report, five of the 


large libraries—the Harvard and Columbia 


University libraries, the Boston and the New 


York public libraries, and the John Crerar Li- 
brary of Chicag had been discussing the 


r, each for itself, the titles 





f articles in a certain number of periodical 
publications, and then exchanging among them- 
selves the titles so as to give t all the advan 
tage of the work done by each. This is a kind 

f work in which the Publishing Section is 
naturally interested, and when it was pointed 

ut to the five libraries that if the work were done 
through the Publishing Section, the results could 
probably be made available for other libraries 
eside their own, and the cost to each at the 
me time diminished, the undertaking was 

| 


placed in our hands. A list of periodicals to be 


inalyzed, numbering 186 titles, and including, 





the first place, ations of the principal 
urned societies, and in the second place, peri- 
cals specif ally devoted to history, philolo- 

re economics, fine arts, and literature, was 
iwn up by the five libraries and was sent by 
Publishing Section to all the libraries and 
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societies of this country and abroad which it 
was thought might be interested in the under- 
taking. Subscriptions were asked, either for 
the complete set of titles to be analyzed, which 
it was thought might reach about 3000 in the 
course of a year, or for the titles taken from 
specified periodicals, the charge for the latter, 
since it involves a good deal of extra labor and | 
expense, being at a rate about 50 percent. larger 

than the charge for the full set. 15 subscrip- 

tions have been received for specified periodi- 


cals and 11, beside those of the five 


libraries co-operating, for the full sets. The 
complete subscribers are, of college libraries 
Harvard, Columbia, Yale, Princeton, Cornell, 
and Leipzig; of public libraries, Boston, New 
York, Worcester, and Providence; the Con- 
gressional Library, the New York State Libra- 
ry, the John Crerar Library, the Boston Athe- 
nzeum, the American | yhical Society, and 
the Central Library of Florence. 

The issue of cards was begun in February, 
and has been continued regularly twicea month; 
but during the summer months shipments will be 
made only once a month, on account of the par- 
tial suspension of work in the libraries. The 
cataloging is done by the five libraries that initi- 
ated the work, the titles being written out on 


paper ruled for the purpose and provided by 





the Publishing Section, and the cards are is- 
sued within three weeks from the time the 
copy is received. All the details of the work, ' 
which are necessarily somewhat complicated, 
are in the hands of the assistant secretary, and 
so far all the proof has been read not only by 
Miss Browne with the copy furnished, but als: 
by myself with the periodicals themselves when- 
ever they were accessible to me, and to insure 
accuracy it will probably be necessary to con- 
tinue this practice. The shipments have var- 
ied from 73 to 189 titles, the average being 127 
rhe 1o shipments sent up to June 25 have in- ' 
cluded 
j 


ing of about 80,000 cards. It was announced 


1273 titles, and have involved the print- 
in the prospectus that few, if any, surplus sets 
would be printed, but it was thought best t 


print a small number, and we have now seven 
































t the partial or hav en fewer thar 

was expected, and unles t ppears in tl 
ourse of a year that more subscriptions of this 
kind will be taken it may be desirable to di 
continue them, for the work of printing and 
distributing is a good deal complicated by th« 
special treatment involved. [he price ar 
nounced as a maximum in the prospectus was 
$3 ndred titles to full subscribers, and $4.°« 
1 hundred to partial subscribers, and the cost 
f the work having prov heavier tha vas 
expected, in the first set of bills sent t it has 

t been thought safe to lower this rate. But 
it is confidently expected that a reduction 
soon safely be mad 

In taking up these printed cards for periodi- 
als and in consideri he future e1 ement 
of work on the same s the P shing Se 
tion feels that it is dealing with what is like 
to be an important development of « perativ 
work. This idea has perhaps become already 
more firmly established tl many of us 
realize, and it will not be amiss to mention ir 
the briefest possible manner the other schemes 
for printed cards or looking toward their use 
already in operation or r di ssion 

he Astronomical Society of Brussels is pub- 
lishing a current bibliography of astronomy on 
ards Che Institut de Philosoph f Louvain 
issues a current bibliography of philoso; it 


pamphlet form, but printed on one side only of 


the leaf, so that it may be cut upand n nted. 
rhe Concilium Bibliographicum of Zurich, ur 
ler the management of Mr. H. H. Fiel ssues 





on cards an admirable current record of zoélogy 
ind anatomy which has been welcomed by nat- 
iralists everywhere, and under M. Richet 5 
lishes a similar record of physiology. All of 
these undertakings are affiliated with the In- 
stitut International de Bibliographie of Brus- 
sels, which itself issues a Bibliographia Soci 
logica and a Bibliographia Bibliographica, the 
latter printed on one side of the leaf only. Sub- 
scriptions may be made through the Interna 
tional Institute, and the price is much lower 
than what we have been able to fix for similar 
work. In Italy the Policlinico, a medical journal 
f Rome, publishes in its own columns and 


also separately a bibliography of Italian publi- 











al | atior t 
All th ! fg es ! far 
r the r f th ) il Cla ficatior 
so that the titles " lassified 1 this s 
te In Paris Gauthier-\ irs on cards 
a bit k t matt ti ind a current 
record of pl mate | is put 
lished In Chartres t Abt Lang s is 
printing irds a raphy the « art 
ment of Eur t-Loir, it g everything re 
ting to Chartres and it Ira 
In this « t Miss ] t Clark 
Washington, prepar H t re { me 
tanicai spe s escr ed vhich is nted 
cards, wh Mr. Seymour the tar de- 
partment « Harvard Ur ersity, issu¢ cur 
rent bibliograph botanical articles in per 
The Department of Agriculture al ¢ 
cards for agricultural literature A ser 
ar tated cards for books on English histor, 
egun | Mr. W. Daw n | t n 1896 w 
be mentioned te! s the Publishing Section 
S prepared to tak« | the work w Mr. John 
ston’s co-operation and contin t 
The Royal Society in Lor n has been t 
some years forming pians to ¢ itinue its great 
dex of scient literature it rd form, and 
we hall prot y learn something ore <« 
these plans before this conferen j rns. All 
t se undertakings show that there 1 Wide 
field for work this kind if the wisest ar 
most practical way for conducting it can | 
found, and ourages trials in different dire 
tior t ee what w best meet the needs of 
librar s and scholars 
To turn now to our other work of the year 
we have two new | ations to show. One 
i new edit f the ‘*‘ List of subject headings, 
iner M. Jones the 





lictionary ¢ loging 
ary S ol at Albany 
me er of the « 
first editior has als« 
he committee on this one 
been made inthe body 
erate number of addi 








48 CHAUTAUQUA 
nal headings have been inserted, which has 
reased the size of the List by six pages he 

rta point, however, which distinguishes 
r n from the old one is the addition in 


ppendix of tables for the arrangement of 


under countries and cities, under the 
and Shakespeare, and under the country 


ibdivisions of literature. Mr. Cutter has also 


yntributed a few general notes on dictionary 
italoging which will be of service to the be- 
ginner Plates have been made, so that the 


rk will not again go out of print as did the 
We expect a rapid sale of a con- 
siderable number of and that the cost 


( opie s 


ill. soon be covered by receipts. 


A brief ‘‘ List of French fiction,” by Mr. 
William Beer, of New Orleans, and Madame 
Sophie Cornu, of Montreal, has also been is- 
sued, and forms a new contribution to the series 
of *‘A. L. A. annotated lists.” It is a little book 
of only 28 pages, about the same size as Miss 
Hewins Books for boys and girls.” It con- 
tains 186 titles of books, the production of 


ibout 70 authors The object has been to pro- 
luce a list that will be useful both to libraries 
and families as a guide to French fiction 


which may profitably be given to the general 


reader and the young person as clean and 
wholesome reading, and also excellent from 
the literary point of view. The price is 1oc. 
a copy, but it is sold in quantity at a much 


cheaper rate in the hope that some libraries 


ll like to take a large number of copies for 
distribution to their readers. Beside its obliga- 
tions to Mr. Beer and Mme. Cornu, the Pub- 


lishing Section desires to express its gratitude 
to Mr. George Iles, who, with a generosity that 


we have known before, provided at his own 


expense for the revision and printing of the list. 
Ihese three publications form the new work 


brought out or inaugurated in the course of the 


last year. I pass on to a brief review of the 


progress of work already under way and the 


sales of books already published; and as no 


details of expense were given in last year's 


report, all figures, it should be noted, are for 
the period of 16 months from Sept. 1, 1896 to 
Dec. 31, 18907 


This work 
lines as here- 


Printed cards for current book 
has been continued on the same 
tofore, and with the same number of subscrip- 


tions, about 60 sets being taken. The publish- 
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ers have continued to send us the ks, and 
we hope that they recognize that, in printing 
and distributing to libraries the titles of then 
we give an advertisement whicl worth hav 
ing Our chief trouble is still the difficulty of 


persuading the publishers to send us their 


b oks prov pli that the cards 


books 
ork has been 


on publication, s« 


can be issued at the same ti! the are 


The 


a little more than covered, so that 


published. expense of the v 
t is a distinct 
advantage to the Section to c nue it, in that 
it makes it possible for us to employ a paid 


We 


3oston Atheneum for 


secretary. are still under obligations t 


the 
ing our headquarters in that library, which re 


the privilege of mak- 


ee - 
lieves us Of all Charges for rent. 


The A. L. A. index. —26 additional copies 
had been sold up to Dec. 31, 1897, which, 
with one copy sold since, closes out the whole 


} 


edition of 750, printed in 1892. The excess of 


receipts over expenses on the whole edition 


has been $485.86, which sum has been paid in 


instalments as received to the editor in accord- 


ance with our agreement with him, under which 


we were to pay him the net profits up to $700. 
List of ‘ s for girls and women. 277 
copies of this list have been sold during the 


under consideration, and 600 copies 


period 
of the separate small parts in which it was also 


issued. The net receipts of $155.50 


paid over to Mr. George Iles, who pa 


the bills for manufacture in the first instance, 





and is therefore entitled to all the receipts unt 
the amount paid is covered. But it is quite 
evident that the sales will never cover the 
original expense. In the course of the year 


the small parts were offered to students at li- 


brary schools at two cents apiece, and 434 were 
sold inthis way. The sales have never been 
as large as we expected, although the book is a 
thoroughly good piece of work, done by com- 
petent specialists in the several departments. 
This is, no doubt, 


which seems to limit its interest and usefulness 


partly owing to the title, 


to a particular class, and partly to the fact that 
under our present arrangements for publishing 
we have never succeeded in reaching the book- 
seller to the extent that we would have liked, 
so that our books have not been generally for 
sale in bookstores. 

Books for 


1000 copies were printed at first, and a second 


oys and girls, —Of this little list 


























of 














id to have all its publ ns ‘ t the supplement of this work, though reported 
same y when tl! request is le Whe last year, falls into the period which we are re 
lished they ar yrighted, so that the iewing 1 has involved an expenditure of 
Section may retait ntrol of their use tit $1 The net receipts from 667 copies 
s glad to have their usefulne extend n tl sold have been $so1.16; sothat there is a balance 
va s well as by direct sales f about $660 which has not yet been returned 
Annotat tog? } rt The « t s fror al The book has, however, a 
ense of printing this k was $744.67, which, steady sale, and a large part of this will come 
vith $14 for ivertising and insuran k 
Trance I 
A. L. A. PUBLISHING SECTION 
STATEMENT OF PROFIT AND LOSS ON VARIOUS ACCOUNTS. 
SE I Id DEC 31, 1597 
3 r OPERATIONS, | BaLancer oF Pror 
ACCOUNT Pr rox! Sarr. 1, 1806, To De x Loss, 
DE t 37, 1897 Di 31, 180 
£ fr t rpenses Aecetpts Less Prefit 
A. L.A. Index. 26 copies 4 $ $00.2 
Reading forthe Young. 667 copies so $80.49 t. 1.16 $606.20 
List of Subject Headi 106 copies sold.. 36.3 164.72 (net $i 28 gt 
Books for Girls and Women 277 pies sold 1 
Paper and Ink. acopies sold..... 18 7.17 
Fine Arts Bibliography. 410 copies sold 7 224.48 (net 34.69 
Rooks for Boys t 9 copies sold ¢ 3.17 
Portrait Index ‘ 9 
Printed Cards for Books 1,188 ' 2.41 193.60 
Printed Carde for Periodicals... 
Totals.... 588 $22.01 
General Balance 1,266.9 
$:,<8 $1 ,<88,9¢ 
General Expense and Income Acct $128.77 44 3OO 395. 3¢ 
Due to Endowment Fund.. 1,000.00 
Due on Old Members’ Accounts 90.69 
Due to George Iles : 149.43 
Balance of Cash........ t.17 
Due on Savings Bank Acct 11.09 
Due from Library Bureau.. 296.07 
Totals 368.53) 2,635.48 


General Balanc« 





All the above items of receipts and expendi- 


ture are summed up in table no. 1, which pre- 
sents a compendious statement of the account 
f each of our publications from Sept. 1, 180% 


An inspection of this table 





will show that on Sept. 1, 1896, there was very 
ttle n y still tied up in | 

returned to us by sales, |! 

ceeding 16 months there 

ncre n the expenditure 

wing to the publication of tl 
Rea for the y ng the 

fine arts," the ‘* Books for | 
the work on the ‘*‘ Portrait ind 

f expenditure over receipts at the end of this 
period was $1266.95. How this sum,a con- 
siderable one for an organization with almost 
no capital of its own, is provided for is shown 
in the second half f the same table. The 


$395.36 is the balance on a general expense and 


income account on which are entered all items of 


expenditure not charged to a separate account, 


atl 





ind all receipts, such as appropri ns received 


which may be used for general purposes. A 
balance f $138.77 on this account Sept. 1, 
1896, has been increased by $200 received from 
the asst ation, @100a 


> ; 


gift from the trustees of 
Pittsburgh, and 


yo cents 


re ting from the settlement of certain mem- 
ers’ account [he general expenses for 
stationery, etc., have been $44.39, which leaves 
a balance of $395.36 belonging to the Publishing 
Section available to offset its other expenses. 


C1 
In addition to this we $1000 on loan from 


) still standing on 


$g0.< 


1 Or, . 
1 $149.43 


the endowment fund, 


members’ accounts, an 


lue to George 


Iles not yet paid. These four items, amounting 
to $1 48, suffice to balance the $1266.95 ex- 
pende n publications in excess of receipts, 
the balance due the Publishing Section by the 
Library Bureau ($296.27), and the small cash 
ilances ($61.17 and $11 ) 
The second table shows cash receipts and ex- 


penditure for the same period of 16 months. 
S Jan. 1, 1898, the only items of importance 
ire the receipt of $500 appropriated by the asso- 

ution in June, 1807, and of $225 from the Li- 


S100 


ayments on account 


rge Iles on account of the 


balance due him, and we have presently to meet 


ng the new edition of ** Sub- 





ks to be indexed 


"and a list of box 


he “A. L. A. 


index. 
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Faerie Il 
A. L. A. PUBLISHING SECTION 
Casun Re a Seg De 31, 12907 
rept I < mn hand $ 8&2 
Dex I n End nt Fug 
May 24,1 I ) from End ent Fund 
Feb. 26 Apr ati 1A! 4 . a 
May 27, * Giftf Carnegi brary, Pitts 
oO > F brary f ea 
From Houghton lifflin & Co., 
a int sales, A. L. A. In 
3€xX (one year) 54 
Sale of books 1,132.3 
Direct cash sales of put tions 46.64 
Temporary loans from ( 
Lane 2 oC 
. : ; 
Temporary loan from C.C. Soule 75 
92,745.55 
—_—— 
Casu Payments, Sept. 1,1 - Dec. 31, 1897 


ToW 


I. Fletcher, sales of A. L. A 


To Geo. lles, sales of Books for Girls and W« 

men. ‘ 155.8 
To Geo. Iles, ona int of Bib f Fine Arts ° 
Printing Books for Boys and Gir | 

ies ° ; ee s« 
Copying portrait cards of B amue 243.74 
Express, postage, stationery, et« 118.27 
Salary of Asst. Secretary and Substitute.. 1,077.5 
Services of Janitor 25.00 
Bookcase 
Temporary loans repaid 75.00 
Balance, Dec. 31, 1897 ‘ 61.17 


—_—_—_—_—_ 

It will be seen, therefore, that we are doing a 
larger business than we have the capital for 
and that if we are to carry t the plans which 





we have in view, and which involve a st 

larger investment of capital than we have hith 
erto had occasion to make, we must either have 
larger sums at our command, or we must ally 
ourselves with some established publishing 
house, or we must d 1 even more than ir 
the past upon our open account with the | 


brary Bureau. For our immediate expenses we 
must ask the association for another appropria- 


tion for the comin propriation has 
of 
4; 


ing 
umulates on their hands until we 


gyear. Noay 


been received from the trustees the endow- 
ment fund, because they are hok the inter- 


est which a 
are able to pay back the $1000 already loaned to 
© ? 


ey regard this] 
from accrued interest, as stated 


an as having been made 


us. 


from capital, not 

















ther 


The inn fa i thlt ? af A A? , n" is 
which was referred to last year, is now 
lefinitely under way, and promises to be an 
interesting and useful book. It is te Vv 


Mr. J]. N. Larned, formerly superintendent of 


his editorial labor without remuneration, ar 





Mr. George Iles undertakes to bear the 

' ‘ 1) . ’ 

pense il sistance emi yea T 

r n and the expense of n actur Wit 
out this gener hel; n Mr. Iles’ part tl 
section would scarcely be justified in tak 

the work while so many other undertakings are 
on its hands. A provisional list of the book 
selected for appraisal has been print y Mr 
Larned and distributed to those whose assist 
ance in the preparation of notes he seeks; and 
about 500 titles (approximately one-third of 


those to be included) have already been as 
signed to the men who are to treat them. It is 


intended that the material of this book shall be 
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relating 





h each library owns 
t erat th 
ly if les many | 
t it will be te 
w widely t 


ein 
rest 
est 


if 

r ; t yet 

v I Ww cw 

t Sut ne iry 

< pir regara 
s of the ol l 

history The Put 


to take up the work 


. 


nston started in 1896, 


on cards the titles 


to English history 
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l t critical 


companied yt 
blig« d t 


es had been printed 


Mr. 


work 


John- 


after 


notes. 


the 


rief 
discontinue 
but he is will- 
in again and to co-operate with the 
continued issue of 


Section in the 


; 


the cards rhese cards are distinctly different 


n their character and purpose from those now 
Section for current books. They 


issued by th 


will be issued, not at the time of publication of 
the book, but generally about six months a/te 
publicatic so as to give time for the books 
themselves to be judged and reviewed in peri- 
dicals. The note will state as concisely as 


the character, s« 


work, with references to 


possible 


of the 


urce, scope, and value 


leading reviews 


whence the information is drawn. Thesecards 


e useful to libraries, first, as a guidein 


supplement or repl 


] For each title two 


ying, and second, t ace 


rdinary catalog car 


REPORT OF GIFTS AND 


AHETH ANDRE 


TH! report of gifts and bequests to libraries 


in the United States for the year ending 


ete list 


July 1, 1898, does not give a com] 
It includes those only which have been men- 
tioned in the library periodicals, those of which 
notice has been sent to the reporter, and those 
which had come under her personal observa 
tion 

A brief summary shows that more thar 
$2,500,000 has been given to libraries, besides 
buildings and lands valued at nearly $800,000. 


rhe 


smaller than in 


number of volumes given to libraries is 


previous years, but many cx 


lections whose value depends little on the 
number of volumes have been aced in the 
larger libraries Columbia College has been 
the recipient of the most munificent gift, as it 
has received more than $1,000,000 to be kept 


is a memorial endowment fund. 


I have |} 


‘ ; 


ween asked if I could in this report 


ling money given with the 
1 be kept as an endow 


books. ‘The 


make special inquiries, 


give any rar 
condition that it 
fund for 


late for 


shoul 


ment buying question 


came too me to 
but it seems to be more frequently the case that 
when money is given for books it is given fora 


direct purchase rather than an endowment for 


BEQUESTS 
JUNE, 








CONFERENCE. 


cards will be furnished, one for au 


other for subject entry, and in additi 


slip which may be inserted in 
for the information of the reader In order t 
in on with Mr. Johnstor irlier work, the 
Section proposes to publish (1) 25 titles of books 
published in 1897 nd (2) fre to 60 titles 
of books published in 1 . Thecards will be 
issued irterly, beg Bs it 
ur intenti to print the titles and notes it 
pamphlet form as well as on cards, for the ad- 
antag f students and others, who might find 
them of more v in this form than on cards 











» Section looks forward with great interest t 

s first experiment in printing annotated cards 
It has in Mr. Johnston an editor well qualified 
to select the titles and prepare the notes ; and 
t hopes that this sm beginning may lead t 
the same thing being tried in other fields 

TO LIBRARIES, JULY, 1897 

1599. 

WETHI IE] I 
book-buying The New York Public Library 
has received $10,000 f rthe purcha of Hebrew 
box ks, Mrs. Metcalf h iS give in ¢ in int 
to the Milwaukee Public Library for art | k 
and President I has given ( I i Sso 
for works on the French Rev tion and t 
Reformatior In three instances itis stated that 
the money given is to be kept as a fund and 
the income used for buying books. The Loc] 
port Public L ry in New York has receiv: 
$10,000 by bequest, the income f whi t 
be used for buying books which have already 


permanent place in literature, and 


the trustees of the Mt. Vernon Library have 
et a good example to other trustees by sul 
scribing $100 toward a book f i 

Such a fund we 1 be of great valu iny 
library, and especially in the public library 
which should not require any aid in paying its 


current expenses and where the endowment 
ought to be kept for special purposes. It would 
enable the librarian to buy many books which 


the library needs, but which are too expensive 


to be bought from the general funds, to fill up 
deficiencies in some special line and to satisfy 


the needs of the student without taking from 


the library its popular character 
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CHAUTAUQUA 


REPORT ON 


ECRETAR\ rH} 

S ee neer travelling library went out from 
tl New \ k State Library on its first 

r I 8, 38 It was soon f wed 

y other In 18 the legislatures of lowa 
nd Michigan made appropriations to establish 
sucl raries In 1896 they were established 


as, Kentucky, Louisi 


usetts, Nebraska, Ohi 


ana 

Pennsylvania, and Wisconsir In 1897 they 
were started in New Jersey, and new systems 
were fi ] in states whi had other sys- 
tems Since lan. 1, 1898, other centres have 


Connecticut, the Dis- 
rnia, Ore- 


} 


ington, and probably other states. 


Che work is extending beyond the borders of 





yur own < ry, and last winter the legislative 
usser y f British Columbia appropriated 
S100 r it As to the number of aries and 
their volus the record is as f WS 

ie} 

MI - 

- . 


ro state the growth in another way: the pi- 
yneer library of 1 has in five years been 
followed by 1666 thers, and the last year 
1OWS an increase f 728 in their number. 





travelling 
May I, 
50; May 1, 


1895, there were not a dozen 
iries outside of New Y 


were not m 





were 415 and May ! 


1897, there 1895, there 
were 980, with 33,596 volumes 
rhe first free travelling | iries were sentt 
villages to serv s object lessons hey in- 
led mainly <s for the general reader. 


tion, histories, biog- 


science, | ire, and 


terat 


they carry with 





the wall pi tographs, lantern-slides 
gazines papers, and children’s 
riodicals 
It is instructive to note the various agencies 


ped the new plan of enc« 
[he great 
in New York 


Its first 


ur- 
system which 
has been main- 
tate successors were 


by the states of Michigan and Iowa, 


s ipporte l 





TRAVELLING 





CONFERENCE. 


LIBRARIES. 


MMI 


ION 


but all which have | 1 established since 1895, 


except those of Ohio and lumbia, are 


rhe legis 














supported by private philanthroy 
lature of New Jersey, it is true, has passe 
a law to create fre travelling es, but 
has not as yet 1 c Mm appropriation for 
then 

When Mr. Dewey started the work in New 
York people in all parts of th ntry jumped 
to the conclusion that state 1 was necessary 
for the support of travelling libraries, and they 
began besieging legislatures for helt Chey 
have been successful in nly three states 
When it became evident that only a few of our 
legislatures were ready to make so great ar 
extension of our lucational systems many 
good friends of the movement were dis t 
aged, but others would not brook delay State 
Senator J. H. Stout established a system of 
travelling libraries for the farmers of Dunn 


County, Wisconsin. Women's clubs in various 
states collected box 
Othe 


{ 


ks to be sent to other cl 


rt organizations were formed whose {| 


travelling libraries for 


Ne 


pose it to gather 


| was 


isolated communities irly all these enter- 


prises met with unexpected success The 
founders became enthusiastic, and one system 
of travelling libraries has led to another until 
in 20 states there are 37 systems and the inter- 





is steadily ir 
rhe great recent developr 
that 


our educational life the women’s club 


due t new st powerful factor in 


In 


the most of the states of the Union the women’s 
clubs are doing more than the brarians t 
the establishment and spread of 


bring about 
e | 


lling libraries. When they 
work it l 


ing special libraries t 


rst commence 
for the 
the 


w plan as a means 


was n nly purpose ot! 


bs 


weaker cli ' 
but the possibilities of the ne« 
of helping 
munities have appealed t 
that their mone 

to the 


women and children of isolated com- 


» them with such force 


and their sympathy is flowing 


most freely lestitute who are not of their 


own number. 
It is not necessary now for 
whether the 


libraries maintained by the state or those main- 


us to attempt t 


determine systems of travelling 

























































tained by private benefactions are the better 


At present there is room for both. Itis evident 
that we can at get 
The way to get 


of the states will be to 


present but few state 


tems. best state aid in most 
send out in them good 


private gifts. 


travelling libraries supported by 
In this way those who give and those who re- 
ceive become missionaries of the cause. 

In most states there are no central organiza- 
tions sufficiently well equipped to take charge 
of great systems. A state system to be satis- 
factory must cover all the state with its bless- 
ings It be administered 


must by trained 


people who make library work their business 
and who have the necessary means and machin- 
ery to do the work effectively. Collections of 
books and untrained enthusiasm will not make 
travelling libraries useful if they are sent to in- 
different people at distant points. 


If the 


deserve public 


| 


new movement is to command and 


Sympathy and support, great 
systems should only be established where the 
libraries can be put in charge of trained libra- 
rians. Well-equipped libraries, 


State state 


library departments, or library commissions 
should precede state travelling libraries. 

It is, of course, possible for colleges, libraries, 
and women’s clubs to send travelling libraries 
to associations of students scattered in various 


parts of 


a state, but by state systems I mean 
those as widely extended as those of New York, 
Ohio, 


associations of uneducated people in distant 


Michigan, and Iowa, which organize 
communities and train them to use good books 
to good purpose. Such work to be successful 
must be carefully and intelligently adminis- 
tered. 

Mr. Stout has 34 travelling library stations in 
All 


Most of them are patronized 


Dunn County, Wisconsin. are in small 
communities. 
only by farmers. The librarians are farmers’ 
wives, postmistresses, and small storekeepers. 
The travelling libraries are managed from a 


well-equipped public library. Once or more 
each year the librarian of the central library 
visits each of the outlying stations, asks criti- 
cisms and suggestions, and interests the libra- 
rians, the people, and the teachers in the work. 
When the libraries are exchanged they are gen- 
erally carried back and forth in a farmer's 
wagon. Once a year these isolated librarians 
and their friends gather at the central library 


to attend a ‘library institute." They discuss 





HUTCHINS. 


their problems, they report uy their work 
they get. inspirat and tl m, and they 
have a good time All these thin work t 
gether to make the libraries and the books t} 
centres of interest in lated and sordid .ccom 
munities and to bring the people personal 


touch with the outer world No system of 
respond nce from a state capital can arouse 


the enthusiasm that comes from the personal 











contact which is the feature of Mr. Stout's sys- 
tem, and yet he and others who conduct local 
systems need the counsel of those who have a 


wide library experience to draw from 
the 
are rightly conducted, it sh 


While there is a great field for small local 
systems if they 
be understood that they will not be successful 
if they are not managed with tact, intelligence, 


and patient determination. Untrained readers 
the 


magazines 


need most interesting popular books and 
they must be catered to by librarians 
who not only wish to please, but who do please. 


A lot of second-hand books collected from attics 


and sent into a benighted community on a 
freight car will kill any enthusiasm for books 
that it may happen to find 

Ihe Seaboard Air Line is buying a larg: 


number of libraries to send to the village im- 


provement associations in the towns along its 


route in North and South Carolina and Georgia. 


These libraries will contain a large proportion 


of volumes upon agriculture and horticulture 


and their purpose will be to stimulate cit 


zens 


to make the towns on the line more attractive 
This work is an example of ‘enlightened 
selfishness’ which ought to find many imita 


tors. 


A number of railway and express companies 
send books to the employes along their lines 
Among these are the B. & O. and the Boston & 
American and the Wells, 


The New York 


Albany railways, the 
Fargo & Co. expresscompanies. 


Y. M. C. A. Railroad Branch supplies members 
who are employed by the N. Y. Central All 
these agencies report a circulation of 70,466 


volumes during the past year. 

The ac table 
facts connected with nearly 40 travelling library 
Philadelphia, New York Buffalo, 


i 
Detroit, Milwaukee, and many other cities send 


ompanying gives the principal 


systems. 
small collections of books to schools and socie 


their 


none of these have been counted astravelling 


ties within own borders. In this table 


libraries except those of Philadelphia 
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LIBRARY SCHOOLS AND 


NEW YORK TA LIBRARY Hi 
. BY MELVIL DEWEY, DIRECTOR 
THESE statements are intended to bring out 
as the characteristic of each school the special 
lines in which it is particularly interested. Of 
course, in many things all the library schoolsare 


doing much the same work on similar plans, 
but the special characteristic of the Albany 


school may be stated as being its desire to d 


{ the work that it is not practicable to do any- 
where else. In this direction we are constantly 

| thinking of what the other schools can do with 

| their equipment and trying to supplement their 

' work, so that together we shall cover the 

} field. 

| First in the work of the school, the rooms, the 


fittings, and the physical facilities for doing the 


work must be considered. The recent removal 
of the Albany school to additional rooms gives 
it now a suite of 300 feet on the fifth story of 
the capitol building, with abundant room, so 
that the regular school and the summer school 
can be in session at the same time, and there is 
no longer necessity, as heretofore, for an abso- 
lute limitation to 30desks. Previously, however 
good the material available, it was impossible 
to take more than that number of appli- 
cants, but hereafter that limitation will be re- 
moved. 

Second, our recent laws and the last action 
of the Regents give us an authority anda finan 
cial support that we have not before had, so 
that we shall be able to strengthen the work in 
many directions. After 10 years’ experience of 
the work of the school, those who were most 


“es 


fearful of what they called ‘‘ newfangled 


1 no- 
tions" have been convinced that their fears 
were groundless and have given their cordial 
approval. 

The faculty of the school is being enlarged. 
We feel that there should be certainly one 
school—and as many more as we can afford 
and as endowments will admit — where there 
shall be means enough and room enough and 
time enough to do the work that clearly ought 
to be done without being handicapped by the 


lack of any of these essentials ; and our future 


* Distinguishing characteristics of each presented by a 


representative of its faculty 
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TRAINING CLASSES.* 


Albany indicates that we can take more 


students, have a larger faculty and more means, 


beginning with this year, than ever before We 
feel keenly the danger of putting into the li 
brary profession people of inad ate trair 
ng Ihe popularity of the library 1 ment 
has drawn to it many pe e wl have | no 
basis of preliminary education. The educa 
tional experience of the world is that you car 
not turn out good professional people from a 
professional school unless you have a basis or 
which to build when they me into the school 
Without a foundation of training on which t 


build, it is impossible to reach satisfactory re 


sults. If there is to be a good grist, you must 
put good grain into the hopper. I tell r 
classes, ‘‘ The greatest service you can d t\ 
the schools is to keep out people that ought not 


to go, and the next best thing is to send ther 

th people who have natural ialities and 
previous education, and perhaps a library ex- 
perience that promises to make them useful in 
this great work.”’ For we are entering on a 
more active campaign than ever before. There 
never was a time when there was so large a de 


mand fo 


r trained librarians, but training for li 
brarianship without a basis to begin on is of 
little avail. 

The New York State Library School is steadily 
raising its standards. We have voted to decline 
candidates for the summer school unless they 
have had considerable experience in library 
work We are afraid of the people who come 
for a short course and delude themselves with 
the idea that they are professional librarians 
because they have attended a school for tw 
weeks. The register of the school shows it has 
filled, during the 10 years of its existence, 535 
positions, more than half of them outside New 
York state, scattered through the entire United 
States and four or five foreign countries 

We have one single object in view — to con 


lvancement of 


tribute the most possible to the a 
American librarianship My message from the 


Albany schoolis that we will try in various ways 


to do the work that some of the other schools 
may not find it practicable to do, so that, all 
together, the different agencies for training for 


librarianship shall accomplish the maximum 


amount of good ; and if it seems that elsewhere 





























































60 
they can do better work than we are doing, so 
far as lies in our power we shall aid that work, 
regardless of our own comfort or of the selfish 
interest of our geographic vicinity, to the ex- 
tent of the large facilities placed in our hands, 
and will contribute to it the best that we can do 
for librarianship as a whole. 


PRATT INSTITUTE LIBRARY SCHOOL 


BY MARY W. PLUMMER, DIRECTOR. 


Since this paper is to be limited to the dis- 
tinguishing characteristics of the Pratt Institute 
Library School, it is unnecessary to speak of the 
things in which it is like all the other schools, the 
body of its curriculum, for instance, being much 
the same as that of the New York State Li- 
brary School. Two systems of cataloging, the 
classed and the dictionary, are taught, and both 
the Decimal and the Expansive Classification. 
All sides of library economy receive due atten- 
tion, and whereas in the earlier days of the 
school only the methods of our own library 
were taught, these things are now studied 
comparatively by means of library visits, the 
study of library reports, blanks, etc. 

I doubt if it is a distinguishing characteristic 
that we lay great stress upon the personality of 
the candidate for the school, but it certainly is 
And we have been led to do 
so by experience. We have found that it does 
not profit much for a student to be a walking- 


a characteristic. 


encyclopedia of library-science if he or she has 
not common-sense, adaptability, tact, and a 


moderately prepossessing manner. By our 
entrance-examinations we aim to test the appli- 
cant’s general information and book-culture ; 
by two or three interviews, by correspondence, 
and through the kind offices of fellow-libra- 
rians where interviews are impracticable for 
ourselves, we try to gauge the chances of the 
candidate's success after graduation. A college 
diploma, if it came from the foremost college 
the would not be 


accepted in lieu of our own examination, though 


or university in country, 
we are glad to have it in addition, it is unneces- 
sary to say. 

We might lessen for ourselves very consider- 
ably the work of examining if we admitted 
only or gave precedence regularly to students 
but there are 


possessing a college diploma ; 


young men and women, young women 


cially, who are destined to do not only excellent 


espe- 


but scholarly work in the profession who would 
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be barred out of it by such a restriction, among 
them many to whom the knowledge and love 
of books has been an enclosing atmosphere all 
their lives and who have genuine culture such 
as the four years at college do not necessarily 
For the sake of these exceptions we pre- 
fer not to give unvarying precedence to the col- 
Another reason for this is, that 


give. 


lege diploma. 
from our observation, we are inclined to think 
that the forward libraries 
comes quite as much from the increase in the 


movement among 
number of small libraries and from the reor- 
ganizing of medium-sized libraries as from any 
considerable changes inthe methods of college 
and reference libraries. These average libra- 
ries want trained heads and trained help, but 

The 
supple- 


they cannot always pay large salaries. 
with 
mentary years of special training, is warranted 


college graduate, one or two 
in looking higher, if possessed as well of the 


necessary personal qualifications; the wide 
field of the average library remains for those 
who, whether college graduates or not, are 
willing to accept moderate, even small, salaries 
while winning their spurs and gaining their 
experience. 

This enlargement on the fitting of the supply 
to the demand leads to what is perhaps the chief 
distinguishing characteristic of our school — its 
close connection with a good-sized circulating 
library in which the students may fit themselves 
to meet the practical problems that will confront 
them in almost any library to which they may 
be called. Throughout the year the library 
is their object-lesson— sometimes, perhaps, 
their warning. In the last three months, it is 
their workshop, in every department of which 
they work with the books or serve the pub- 
lic. 

In regard to the value of this third term, I 
am glad to be able to quote the students them- 
selves. One says: ‘‘ The most valuable thing 
that has been gained from the work of the cir- 
culating department has been the ability to 
maintain one’s equilibrium and to be perfectly 
self-possessed in spite of a crowd ; also a cer- 
** The 
great gain from the work in the various refer- 


tain amount of accuracy with speed.” 


ence-rooms has been the wider acquaintance 
with books and a vital interest in the work and 
** The 
genial work was perhaps the work in the chil- 
Scope was allowed for personal 


the people one works for.” most con 


dren's room. 
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and independent work in a way not possible in 
other departments.” 

Another says: ‘*‘ The practical work of the 
last three months, as a whole, has been useful 
in giving an insight into the management and 
methods of a library which could only be 
acquired by actually doing the work in the 
different departments.” 

A good point is made by another, who says 
‘* The chief gain from the reference-work has 
been the knowledge of the importance of proper 
proportion in work.” 

Another speaks of the work of registration 
as ‘‘giving many ideas on the work from the 
public’s point of view.” The loan-desk has 
shown the “‘ necessity of knowing not only the 
standard works on a subject but the best books 
under various circumstances.” 

Every winter those of the elass who are either 
philanthropically inclined or eager for practical 
experience, or both, have an opportunity of 
serving in the libraries of several missions or 
settlements in the evening, and usually a num- 
ber embrace this opportunity. 

The keeping of statistics and the care of sup- 
plies are two minor points in which instruction 
is given. Typewriting proves extremely valua- 
ble when put into practice in the third-term 
work, and while it might be learned elsewhere, 
it could not in so few lessons, nor could it so 
well be adapted to the special work needed by 
libraries. 

The courses in English and American litera- 
ture have been dropped, as no longer neces- 
sary for the majority of those who take our 
examinations ; and in the place of them we 
have a course in current periodicals. Next 
year we shall experiment with a course in con- 
temporary novelists, American and foreign, 
those who do not yet appear in histories of lit- 
erature and who must be studied through their 
own works. This will be a carefully watched 
course, in which the students will do most of the 
work, the instructors supplying criticism of it 
and giving the librarian’s standpoint. 

Technical German is another feature of the 
first year's work. Dr. Edouard Reyer's ‘‘ Hand- 
buch der Volksbildungwesens” is the text-book 
used, only the section on libraries being read. 
The study of the German language is second- 
ary in this: the forms are learned gradually, by 
the few who do not already know the language, 
and the rest of the time is devoted to transla- 





tion into English and to acquiring as large a 
vocabulary as possible. By eliminating all 
study that does not strictly pertain to our ob- 
ject, much ground may be covered in the nine 
months, and a good technical as well as general 
vocabulary may be acquired 

So much for the first year, with its instruction, 
its practical work, its visits to libraries, etc., its 
lectures by librarians and others. When a stu 
dent has done thoroughly well throughout this 
course, we do not say that he or she is fitted for 
any library position or for every kind of library 
work. All have had the same training, but all 
had not had the same advantages previously as 
to education, association, etc., and all have not 
the same personal and temperamental equi 
ment. The practice work during the third 
term, which the head of every department 
watches, reports on, and is interested in, has 
given us ideas as to the fitness of each student 
for this or that line of work, and our recom 
mendations are made accordingly and most con- 
scientiously. The fact that 25 of the present 
staff are graduates of our library school gives 
them a particular interest in calling attention to 
flaws and suggesting improvements in the train- 
ing, from their now practical point of view. 

For the second-year work, though this is 
quite in its infancy, well-defined lines are laid 
down. It is no reflection on a first-year student 
that he or she does not enter for the second- 
year work, since the second is not acompletion 
or extension of the first, but a special course 
to enable those whose talents lie in a particular 
direction to specialize in that direction, or at 
any rate to learn as much as we can teach them. 
We have begun our second-year work witha 
historical or bibliographical course, for which 
few are adapted, while positions are compara- 
tively few. Therefore we do not claim that it 
is a strictly utilitarian course. But it must be 
said that in the general waking-up of libraries 
and the humanitarian impulse given to library 
work, there is danger that the historical side 
may be forgotten; and if it is one of the first 
duties of a professional man to know his tools 
and of the artist to know the medium in which 
he works, then librarians should know more of 
the historic background of the book of to-day 

For this historical course, an entrance exami 
nation in French, German, and Latin is given. 
The practical work of the course is obtained at 


the Lenox Library among its incunabula, mss 
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and 16th century books. A knowledge of the 
authorities is gained, a course of reading on 
subjects connected with the course is required, 
Italian is taught for use with old books as well 
as for contemporary studies in bibliography. 
During the coming year the students in this 
course will have a series of lectures on Latin 
paleography at Columbia University. Sucha 
course as this belongs properly in a university, 
but the universities do not give it, and if library 
students wish this knowledge there should be 
some place where they can get it. 

This is one special course. A second one 
projected is that for training in work with chil- 
dren. The fact that the kindergarten depart- 
ment of the institute can be depended on to 
supply a considerable part of the instruction 
necessary for this course will make its establish- 
ment comparatively easy. In all these special 
courses our aim is to affiliate, in the informal 
sense of the word, with institutions that can 
give the special instruction, while the library 
and the library school continue to adapt this in- 
struction to library needs, bringing forward for 
study the library problems on which the in- 
struction must be brought to bear. 

These special courses will always be elective, 
and generally conditional on there being at least 
three students who wish to take any one of them. 

The final examinations in the special work are 
set by the lecturers or instructors giving the 
course, and their approval is necessary in order 
to obtain the certificate for second-year work. 
By taking the entrance examinations of the in- 
stitute set for students who wish to take the 
normal courses in other departments, library 
school students who do the two years’ work 
become entitled to the institute’s diploma as 
well as to the certificate of the library school. 


DREXEL INSTITUTE LIBRARY SCHOOL 
BY ALICE B. KROEGER, LIBRARIAN. 


THe Drexel Institute Library School was 
started in the fall of 1892. The course of 
study, lasting one year, has from the begin- 
ning aimed to include the two chief phases of 
a librarian’s education — technical study of the 
methods of library administration and an al- 
most equally technical study of books. Work 
begins on the rst of October with a class gen- 
erally limited to 20 students. Library economy 
lessons are given on Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday, while Tuesday and Thursday are re- 
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served for cataloging, to which special attention 
is given. 

The library economy lectures comprise the 
various technical branches, which are described 
fully in the circular of the school. General 
lectures on library science include library build- 
ing, library extension, children’s reading, and 
other general topics relating to library science, 
as well as lectures on the history of books and 
printing. Brief instruction in proof-reading is 
given during the second term. 

The study of literature extends throughout 
the year on three days of the week. The plan 
of the literature course has been from the be- 
ginning to make it practical and bibliographical 
rather than critical. It is of the utmost im- 
portance for any one engaged in a library to be 
familiar not only with the great books of all 
time, but particularly to know the writings of 
English and American authors of the present 
day, many of which are called for constantly 
by readers, and with which our would-be libra- 
rians are too often unacquainted. 

Until we see from the results of entrance 
examinations a marked improvement in the 
knowledge of books and authors displayed by 
applicants, we must at least give a small frac- 
tion of the time to this broad side of the libra- 
rian’s education. Especially helpful to the 
student in the literature classes is the handling 
of the authorities and reference-books on this 
subject and the preparation of lists of works 
by and about the authors discussed. 

A more technical knowledge of books is 
gained by the instruction in the use of refer- 
ence-books and bibliographies, which is in- 
tended to give to the students such familiarity 
with these tools of the librarian as will enable 
them more quickly to meet the needs of the 
reading public. A thorough study of the ret- 
erence-books in common use is made, and ques- 
tions are assigned to illustrate their use. 

Lectures given by some of the professors of 
the institute in the literature of their subjects 
enable the students to become acquainted with 
the names of some of the authorities in several 
subjects, such as architecture, economics, Amer- 
ican history, etc. Before graduation each stu- 
dent is required to submit a reading list, or 
reference list, on some selected topic. 

Practical work in the library is required of 
students in order to familiarize them with some 
of the important details of library management. 





























The class is instructed during the first week 
in the general arrangement of the titute 
library, the location of books, and methods 
employed in the process of lending books t 
borrowers, without taking up any of the prin- 
ciples involved. Students serve their time at the 
delivery-desk in regular order. The practical 


work in the order department, classification, 
etc., is given after each subject has been 
thoroughly discussed in class and is kept uf 


during the entire year. The names of students, 
with work assigned, are bulletined on the morn- 
ings devoted to library economy. 


} 


Practical work in cataloging begins in Janu- 


ary, at which time the students are able to 
make all entries for a book with the exception 
The 


discussed fully in the second 
the difficulties 


of assigning subject headings subject 


entries are term 
and practical demonstrations of 
of dictionary cataloging are given. Cataloging 
for the library is assigned only on cataloging 
days. 


The of 


000 selected volumes. 


library the institute now numbers 


22, With a comparatively 


small growth during the year, we have usually 


been able to find sufficient practical work to 
give the class a fair comprehension of the sev- 


The 
library received two large gifts of books during 


eral departments of library management 


the past three years, which provided work for 
two classes. This year the school has had the 
opportunity of cataloging and classifying, at the 
library, a private collection of several hundred 
volumes. Next year there promises to be mor« 
recently 


All 


work 


than enough, since the library has 


iccepted a gift of about 1500 volumes. 


this, in addition to the regular routine 


of the library, is of the greatest importance 


in the education of a library stu- 


lent. 


thorough 


In a one year’s course there are necessarily 
iny important topics connected with library 


management which can be gone over but 


if at all. 
we try to 


hastily he essential considerations 








which bear in mind are to make ear- 


nest, conscientious, and, if possible, thorough 
workers in those lines of the subject which our 
graduates are most likely to need in their future 
experience as library assistants or librarians of 
small libraries — giving suggestions throughout 
the to 


their specialty by further study after they have 


year as possible self-improvement in 


left us. 
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BY KATHARINI AR IKE 

ROM Septet j, 1893, to July 1 8 
tl sch \ k W the Department 
Library Scie f Ar Institute Tech 
! gy, Ch ‘ 

It started wit! ly ashort elementar rse 
to meet a certalr e t hich wa te nm the 
middle west, and its connection with a technical 
school was at first considered pecul rtu 
nate. As conditions changed, or nore 
fully appreciated, the course was extended, but 
it soon became evident that the school could not 
meet the demands upon it without large ul 
ters and more generous equipment 


The offer of the | 


adopt the department, 


niversity of Illinois in 189 


to its students, and its 


technical equipment, and to make it the State 


Library School, presented a welcome oppor 
tunity. The decision to move was not made 
hurriedly nor without consultation in the east 
and in the west, and when the transfer of the 


school and its property made, with the 


was 


good will of Armour Institute of Technology 


in September, 1897, the friends of the school 
felt that a new era for it had begur 
} IrPME* 

The state of Illinois has st erected for the 
university, at a cost of $160,000 ne of the 
most beautiful and convenient library buildings 
in the country. 

Ihe library is 167 x 113 feet The main floor 
contains the reference-room, the  periodica 
reading-room, the conversation-room, the | 


brary school lecture-room, and the delivery 


room, which opens into the second story of the 
The 


class-room 


book-stack second floor contains the 


library school four seminar rooms, 


and the administrative offices of the university 


The basement contains well-lighted rooms 
which are at present used for various collec 
tions. The book-stack forms a rear wing to 
the building, separated by a fire-proof wall. 
This will eventually contain five stories, ac 


commodating 150,000 volume At present only 


three stories are fitted with shelving, while the 
upper portion is floored to formacla room for 
the library school Here each student has a 


desk specially fitted for library work and has 


easy access to the collections of the school in 
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this room and to the book-stack directly be- 
low. 

Che libraries now embrace about 40,000 vol- 
the last 
$20,000 for additions within two years. 


umes, and legislature appropriated 
rhis 
affords unusual opportunities for the library 
students. 
REQUIREMENTS, 

The requirements for admission from 1893 - 
97 
Candidates were required to take examinations 


in general history, general literature, and gen- 


were a high school course or its equivalent. 


eral information, In 1897 they were obliged 
to take examinations also in one year each of 
French and German. College graduates whose 
records were satisfactory were admitted with- 
out examination. As these were admitted first 
and others in the order of their preparation, 
and the number in each class was limited, there 
were very few students who had only a high 
school preparation. 

In 1898 candidates for technical library work 
had to present satisfactory credits for two years 
of university work. High school candidates 
must now enter as freshmen in the university 
and take the course outlined in one of its col- 
leges for two years. Candidates are urged, 
however, to complete a general college course 
before taking the technical work, and an en- 
couraging number of graduates are applying. 

LENGTH OF COURSE. 

The course at first was so planned as to offer 
but one year of instruction, so arranged that it 
could be supplemented by a second year of ad- 
vanced work if desirable. In 1895 a second year 
was added and has been given ever since. Now 
the course covers four years beyond the high 
school, consisting of two years of regular college 
work and two years of technical library work. 

It has not seemed wise to restrict admission 
to the graduating class by extra examinations 
r by personal decision, and it seems quite im- 
possible in a state institution to refuse promo- 
tion to those who have won that right by their 
records, although strenuous efforts are made to 
deter those who seem personally unfitted for 
the work and to turn their energies in other 
directions. 

DEGREE. 

The degree of Bachelor of Library Science 

(B. L. on those who com- 


plete the course outlined. 


S.) will be conferred 
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At Armour Institute of Technology no degree 
was given. Former graduates who possessed 
the present requirements will be counted as 
alumni of the University of Illinois, but they 
cannot receive the degree, because they have 


not been in residence. 


EXPENSES. 

At Armour Institute of Technology the tu- 
ition advanced from $60 to $75 per year, which 
was high in comparison with other schools, but 
in harmony with other departments of the insti- 
tute. 

At the university tuition is free, the matricu 
lation fee is $10, and the term fees for inciden- 
tal expenses are $22.50 for the year. 


INSTRUCTION, 


The course at first was modelled after the 
junior year at the New York State Library 
School, although English literature 
quired, owing to the lower standards of admis- 
sion, and later typewriting was added. As 


long as the course was limited to one year, the 


was re- 


tendency was to crowd into it as much advanced 
work as the students could carry. When a 
second year was added no change was made in 
the first year, and the uneven division of work 
was soon manifest. The effort is to 
restrict the instruction to library topics, accord- 
ing to the recommendations of the A. L. A. 
Committee on Library Schools in 1895, and to 
more evenly divide the work. The earlier ten- 
dency was to magnify technical details, The 
effort in the future will be to give a broader 
knowledge of books. 

Cataloging.—Instruction is given according to 
Dewey's ‘‘ Library school rules " and Cutter's 
** Rules for a dictionary catalogue.”’ At first the 
course taught the construction of a classed 
catalog, and the classed catalog of Armour In- 
stitute of Technology afforded practice through- 
out the year. Dictionary cataloging was taught 
later in the year for a period of six weeks, but 
there was no practical opportunity to apply 
it. Experience showed that nearly all of the 
students went out to libraries for which the dic- 
tionary catalog was more convenient. 

Therefore, without any intention of deciding 
in favor of one form in preference to the other, 
but rather for practical reasons, the main in- 
struction was given on dictionary cataloging, 
and the Armour catalog was changed to this 


now 

















Chis 


satisfactory than 


form to afford practice for the students 

course has proved much more 

the former method 
Advanced 


various Ways. 


cataloging has been taught in 


Until this year a study of prin- 


ciples was based upon a comparison of 10 codes, 
ranging in date from the British Museum tothe 


the 


1 ’ 


latest edition of ‘Library school rules. 

his year the study was based upon a proposed 
government documents. 
Chis will be continued, and a course on prepar- 
added. The 


students will prepare for the printer the com- 
plete list of 


code for cataloging 


ng a printed catalog will be 


books used for instruction in diction- 
iry cataloging, with the index by principles, 
will select the paper, decide upon the type, and 
read the proof. 

Order and accession. — In teaching methods of 
ordering books a list of American and foreign 
requests with several inaccurate items is given 
rhey 


to the students. must verify this and 
prepare orders and write any necessary instruc- 
tions to the agent. Ina short time the Ameri- 
can books are delivered with a bill which needs 
correcting and necessitates correspondence. La- 
ter a custom-house affidavit is sent to each one, 
and this is executed before a notary public. 

rhe foreign books, with bill, are then deliv- 
ered and all records of the transaction are com- 
pleted. The 


Formerly trade bibliography was taught before 


same books are accessioned. 


students took this work. Hereafter it must be 
combined with the order department, becaus« 
of the change in the course. 

Classi fication.—The Dewey Decimal Classifi- 
cation is taught in the junior year, with merely 
an introduction to the Cutter Expansive Classi- 
fication for the sake of comparison. This latter 
system is carefully studied in the senior year, 
together with other well-known systems, for an 
understanding of principles rather than for de- 
tails. Both at Armour Institute of Technology 
and at the university the practice of the stu- 
dents is with the Dewey Decimal system. 

Refe 


given on reference books in groups, such as 


rence.—Lectures in the junior year are 


dictionaries, atlases, 


of history, handbooks 


indexes, cyclopexdias, 


handbooks of general 
At the 


risk of losing interest because of infrequent 


information, quotations, statistics, etc. 


recitations, this subject has been carried through 
the 
order to 


year rather than grouped in one term, in 
& I 


familiarize the students as early as 
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possible with the most used reference books 
while studying other subjects. From the very 
pening of the school great stress has been laid 





n the actual pr mn of reference lists for 
posting, and students have had opportunities 
to show their ingenuity in suggesting and pre- 


paring timely lists heir speed has also been 
tested by the preparation of class and society 
lists needed at a specified time. Advanced 
students study government, state, and society 


publications. They have also a short practical 


course in indexing. 


Biblio 


in other subjects the w 


raphy.—There is atendency to merge 


rk formerly given under 
in the 


this head. Instruction 


s given junior 
year in the trade bibliography of America, 
England, France, andGermany. Reading lists 
and short bibliographies are included in refer- 


work. In biblio- 


graphies have been given by specialists and an 


ence the senior year subject 


original bibliography has been required of each 


student before graduation. The students have 


in this way received many valuable lists, but 


they have not had em ugh class exercises upon 
This 


for lack of time, because 


them to make them familiar with them. 


omission was excused 


} 


the original bibliography was so absorbing 


The faculty has finally reached the conclusion 


that it is better for the student to have more of 


these special bibliographies from authorities, 


with time for class drill after each, than to be- 


come very familiar with one subject to the ex- 


clusion of all others or at the risk of extreme 


superficiality. 
Library visits. —This school, like those in the 


east, has ing libraries 


made a practice of visi 


annually for comparative study of methods. 
While in Chicago, one visit was made and dis- 
cussed each week. This year the class spent 


one week in Chicago, making two visits a day, 
and devoting many days to discussion on their 
It is doubtful if 


at least in the 


return. these visits will be 


repeated, same way. The plan 
now isto have a member of the staff thoroughly 
revise the library school notes, on a much more 


thorough basis, and to 


These 


and models, if possible, 


keep these up to dat 


will be supplemented by photographs 


ind will be made the 


basis of comparative study of principles at the 


university during the junior year. This will 


give the students a clearer idea of details, and 


it will relieve librarians of the task of minute 


explanations which they have so graciously 
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repeated for several years. If it seem best, 
later the seniors may visit Chicago to study 
broad questions, and to obtain final material for 
their theses. 

Laboratory work.—This term for practical work 
has been adopted since the connection of the 
school withthe university. Formerly this work 
was done at pleasure during the day, and it was 
of a very miscellaneous character. This lacked 
system, and did not give satisfactory results ; it 
wasted the time of the staff and inculcated ir- 
regular habits on the part of the students. 
Now regular laboratory hours are assigned ; 
definite work is distributed beforehand, and an 
instructor is in charge; tardiness or absence 
from laboratory is as serious as from a recita- 
tion. The plan next year will be still better, 
by concentrating work in the laboratory upon 
one subject for a definite time. For example 
during one term the juniors will make reference 
lists, and during the other term they will cata- 
log, while the seniors may classify or may do 
miscellaneous work for a review. 

In order to learn the details of office work 
which cannot be taught in class, each student 
acts as assistant for a time to each member of 
the library staff inturn. Each member of the 
staff has a senior assistant and a junior assist- 
ant atthe same time. Formerly these worked 
independently, but now the senior has charge 
of the junior’s work and makes a report upon 
iteach week. This was devised as a slight test 
of the executive ability of seniors, as trustees 
always ask about that quality when engaging 
librarians. 

UMMARY. 

While the school has a past, it seems to be 
just beginning, and it can hardly be said to 
have distinctive characteristics at this period of 
change. It is believed that the following points 
are peculiar to it 

It is one of the recognized schools of a state 
university, and is accepted upon equal terms. 

Its director is a full professor in the univer- 
sity, and other members of the staff occupy 
corresponding positions. 

It has the advantage of assistance from a 
large university faculty. 

It has the environment of university life. 

Its tuition is free at present. 

It must be for others to say whether there 
are any peculiar merits in its surroundings or 


in its methods. 











CONFERENCE. 


NEW YORK STATE SUMMER SCHOOL 


BY MRS. SALOME CUTLER FAIRCHILD, 
VICE-DIRECTOR. 


THE test-question in all discussion on library 
instruction, whether the issue be broad ques- 
tions as to the number, distribution, and rela- 
tion of schools or to the methods of any 
individual school, ought to be — How will the 
plan proposed affect the library interests of the 
country, broadly speaking and in the long run? 
Judging by this test we conclude that a summer 
library school should be carefully differentiated 
from other schools. 

We believe that the libraries of the future, 
like the pulpit and the bar of to-day, will be 
managed by trained men who have prefaced 
their experience by a college course and by 
thorough special training. We believe that 
two years is not too long for this special 
training. 

But in passing through the transition period 
from the era of apprenticeship training to that 
of professional schools it follows that there are 
in our libraries a large number of men and 
women with high ideals, who are doing fine 
work and have already proved their fitness for 
their places, but who feel the limitations of 
their lack of earlier training. They can get a 
leave of absence for six weeks, and a brief, 
systematic course will help them to supply de- 
ficiencies and to gain a conception of the work 
as a whole. They will return more efficient 
library workers, and the institution giving such 
a course will have served general library inter- 
ests. We shall, therefore, continue to offer a 
summer course. It will last for six weeks, and 
will be held in May and June, because at that 
time we can offer instruction from a full, ex- 





perienced faculty, instead of from one or tw 
people not much accustomed to the work. The 
school will be limited to those holding library 
positions and doing good work. 

While a general course is outlined, facilities 
will be given to those wishing to devote the time 
to special lines of work. 

We believe that library interests would be 
seriously hindered by allowing those who have 
had no library experience to take a six weeks’ 
course with us and to flatter themselves that 
they have thus prepared themselves for pro- 
fessional service. 

It may be that the summer school is only 

















































a temporary expedient. It may be that th 


time will soon come when the library professior 
will be so distinctly recognized as such that 
.ll important positions will be filled by gradua 
f regular library schools, and the minor places 
will be filled by those training in the library in 


a course something like 





a lo} ted at the 


the Pittsburgh, Dayton, and other libraries. 


Until that time comes the summer library 
school has an important function to perform ir 
library development. 

ui V 4 i 5 


BY L. E. STEARNS, LIBRARIAN WIS VSIN FREI 


LIBRARY COMMISSI 

THe need of some form of library training 
for those who cannot afford to attend the longer 
terms at the regular library schools was recog- 
nized in Wisconsinin 1895. Through the munifi- 
the Hon. J. H. 
of library science was then established in 
the 
at Madison, with 


cence of Stout a summer scho 

con- 
nection with University Summer School 
Miss Katharine L. Sharp as 
Senator Stout paid the expenses of 


the 


lirector. 


the school first two summers but 


school is now self-supporting, a fee of $15 


being charged. 


The purpose of the school is not to make the 


inexperienced fit for library service, but to give 
those in charge of small libraries and library 


ussistants some knowledge of elementary 
library methods. The course comprises a six 
weeks’ term, from July 6 to August 13 each 


year. The instruction follows the treatment of 


a book in logical order from the time it is 
entered in the accession-book until it has been 


] 


classified’, cataloged, loaned, repaired, and re 


lessons in tt Dewey and 
The work does n 


with theoretrical lectures merely, but from three 


bound, with 24 


Cutter classifications. t end 


to five hours a day of independent work is 


expected of each student, tending toward self- 


reliance in future work. This independent 


work is carefully revised and returned, each 
student thus carrying home a full set of 
samples, which are invaluable for future 
reference. It has been thoroughly demon 


Straied that the summer school is not, as was 


feared, a harmful short-cut to superficial 


training, but rather a good step in the right 


direction. The school’s reputation in its home 


fact that of the 
students who attende 
m Wisconsin, in 1896 eight came from 


and in 1897 there were 12 from 





that state; while others came fron far west 
as Montana and as far east as Ohio. 

Che summer school has pr: l an active and 
living factor in the promotion of library 
terests in Wisconsin New libraries are spring 
t Pp every little hamlet These raries 
must largely depend for their administratior 
upon the loca experienced applicant 
Through attendance t the summer s 
many oints de g with administrat ure 
gained, and, best of all, the students become 
imbued with what has ne to be known as the 
true library spirit 

y j | 

y I, FLET I Ik} 


BEGINNING in I891, the Sauveur Summer 





Sc ol at erst, Mass., has had a depart 
ment of Library Economy. This course was 
established by me with the thought of giving 
allthat I could of personal instruction in five 
weeks (recently the course has continued s 

weeks) to such as might offer themselves, with 


the expectation, which has been fully justified, 
that 
} 


would be 


most of those seeking this instruction 


already engaged in library work in 


ity, more commonly as librarians of 


looked upon a: 
the case of those 


some capac 
small librarie The work was 


a laying of foundations, in 





just mentioned, to be compared with the shoring 
up of buildings already erected, to dig down 
and put solid foundat s under. It has beer 
understood to be the one chief advantage of 


purse that mainly of lectures 


this « 


by myself, explanatory of library rules and 
practice. My purpose has been notto familiar 
ize the pupils simply with what might be con 
sidered as the best rules and met is ut t 
prepare them to prove all things for themselve 
and hold fast to that which is good. (¢ fica 
tion has been discussed historically and as phil 
sophically as possible Cataloging has been 
taught with Cutter’s rules as a basis, but with 


the 


underlying the rul ind to enable 


attempt to get at the governing principles 
intelligently to adopt 


formity with the rules or an 
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All other departments of library work are 
talked over in the same fundamental and radical 
way, comparatively little attention being given 
to details. 

In the practical work, of which the pupils do 
a good deal, they are constantly under my 
supervision, and are encouraged in every way 
to do independent and self-reliant work. 

Constant intercourse with one whose expe- 
rience covering every department of work in 
nearly every sort of library for nearly two- 
score years is coupled with the firm belief 
in the application to librarianship of all that is 
best in one, and in the pursuit of it as worthy 
of any one’s highest ambition — this, perhaps, is 
the one distinguishing feature of the Amherst 
School. If this statement lacks something of 
the modesty which accompanies true great- 
t should be noted that only so could 


ness 
I conscientiously answer the question asked 


me. 
SUMMER SCHOOL OF CLEVELAND PUBLIC 
LIBRARY. 
BY W. H. BRETT, LIBRARIAN, 


Tue Cleveland Summer School in library 
science is arranged for compliance with 
of the Cleveland Public Library 
librarian to ar- 


in 
a resolution 

board, which 
range for such a class, provided that the fees 


authorized the 


received were made to cover the actual outlay, 
but giving permission to use the rooms and 
material of the library and the time of such 
members of the library staff as should take 
part in the instruction, provided that this could 
be done without serious interference with the 
work of the library. The board reported its 
hearty approval of tle plan and its appreci- 
ation of the of training for 
library work. 

The time selected was the six weeks begin- 
The aim 


value special 


ning Aug. 1 and ending Sept. ro. 
of the to much 
and thorough instruction in library methods 


school is give as accurate 
as may be compressed into six weeks of close 
application and hard work. 

The school will open with three preliminary 
lectures on the afternoon of August 1, and 
will be continued throughout the six weeks with 
three lectures of one hour each in the forenoon 
and five hours’ practice work in the afternoon, 


until the last two days of the term, which will 


be devoted to tests. 
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Among the subjects taught will be accession- 
book and shelf-list, three lectures each; 
tionary cataloging, 30 lectures; Decimal Clas- 
sification (unmodified), 16 reference 
work, eight lectures; and one to three lectures 
each on other subjects will make a total of 102 


dic- 


lectures; 


lectures, 

The primary purpose of the school is to give 
the assistants in our own library who desire it 
an opportunity to secure some part of the dis- 
cipline and training of the regular schools giv- 
ing the full two years’ course. It is hoped that 
it will be a benefit to all who attend, and that to 
some at least it may give a larger outlook on 
library possibilities and a better appreciation of 
the need of thorough preparation for library 
work, which will induce them to carry their 
preparations much further in or out of school. 
The aim is to make the instruction so thorough 
that it may form not only an introduction to 
but an integral part of a more complete library 
training. 

The class is limited to 24, as the necessity of 
correcting daily four hours’ practice work for 
each pupil renders it practically impossible to 
secure a larger class. The formal applications 
for membership were about twice that number, 
and many more letters of inquiry were received 
which did not lead to actual application. These 
came from as far east as New York City and 
The class as made 


as far west as Utah. up 


contains 18 members of the staff of our own 
library, two who have passed the library exami- 
nation and are eligible to appointment, and four 
others. 

The requirement for admission is a diploma 
from a reputable high school or its equivalent. 
For the members of our library staff who take 
part in the instruction this school 
large amount of extra work without extra com- 
pensation. [If all the instruction were paid for 
the fees would necessarily be greatly increased. 
For the assistants in the library not taking the 
course it means extra hard work during the 


means a 


summer and a sacrifice of inclination and con- 
venience in the arrangement of their vacation, 
in order that all not in the school may be in the 
library during the time. To those taking the 
course it means six weeks’ hard work, the sacri- 
fice of their salary for that time, and the pay- 
ment of the fee and other expenses. For all, we 
hope the compensation will be found in the 


greater efficiency of our library. 


























OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY SUMMER 


BY DR. G. E. WIRE, DIRECTOR. 


THE summer school in library training con- 
ducted by Ohio State University is part of the 
summer school of the university and is graded 


as a regular course, running regularly for three 


hours five days in the week. The fees are 
$15 for the six weeks’ course. There are stu- 
dents now in attendance from the city and 


from outside the city, but there are as yet none 
from outside the state. 
brief and 


The course is intended to be as 


practical as it can well be made in six weeks. 
Students are taught the principles of classifica- 
tion and cataloging, and are also given lectures 
on the various phases of library work, on book- 
buying and binding, preparing books, charging 
systems, etc., the aim being to cover as fully 
as possible the field of modern library work as 
especially adapted to small public libraries. 
lent 


is learning cataloging with a view to a posi- 


The instruction is rather eclectic: one stu 


tion in the state university library, and she 
is allowed to follow the rules of that institution 
Another follows the rules of her own library 
and this plan has been generally carried out. 
The school is flourishing, its attendance being 
one-third of the pupils in the summer school. 
It has just made a beginning, and is not yet 
half-way advanced with its work. 


LOS ANGELES PUBLIC LIBRARY TRAININ 
CLA 

BY MRS. HARRIET CHILD WADLEIGH, LIBRARIAN, 

Tue board of directors of the Los Angeles 

Public Library organized a class for training 


pupils in the elements of library science in 
November, 1891. The board was impelled to 
this action by a pressure from three directions 
the officers themselves were vitally interested 
highest 
the 
entirely free 


in establishing and maintaining the 
possible standards throughout the library ; 
the 
to the public in 1890, and the usual increase in 


use of books had been made 


circulation followed; and, lastly, there was 


needed some permanent check against the “‘ in- 
fluence’ which often urged the worthiness of 
certain applicants rather than ability or fitness 
for the work. 
Accordingly in October, 1891, the board 
voted, ‘‘ That previous to being given paid em- 
ployment all applicants be required to take a 


course of training not to exceed six months; 


WIRE. 





examination of candidates shall be held at 
stated intervals, these examinations to be gen 


eral in character, aiming only to determine 


whether by previous education 


| natural 


and 
adaptability the applicant is warranted in under 
taking library work ; that satisfactory evidence 
of such qualifications being given, the candi- 


dates be accepted, prov not 


ding they shall be 


less than 17 years of age and shall have filed 
a written application agreeing to serve three 
hours daily without salary for a period of six 


months. 


Classes were limited to six members and 


applications were received from various 
of the United States, for 


training class. 


parts 
this was the pioneer 
A high school education or its 
equivalent was expected, and candidates were 
advised to be 


history and literature, as well as with current 


especially familiar with general 


reading list these 


l at that time and 


events. A _ short covering 


subjects was printe has been 
a guide ever since. 

The full the 
class was givenin a paper read by the librarian, 
Miss T. L. Kelso, the World's 


Congress in 1893, and has been published in 


history of foundation of this 


before Library 
the papers of that congress by the Bureau of 
Education. That paper contained the course of 
study and forms used by the class. 


The 


assistant 


class is the special charge of the first 


librarian, who makes out the study 


lists and superintends the time. Pupils are 


scheduled in each department of the library in 


turn, to be instructed by those in charge and 


continue at each point, for at least one week, 
until the circuit has been made. After two 
months’ work an apt pupil is frequently called 
upon for substituting. At the end of the si 
months’ term each department reports to the 
librarian upon special fitness, accuracy, punc 


tuality, neatness, and despatch, as shown by 


each pupil while in that detail. 


Lectures are given at least twice a week, and 


systematic study is required in the various 


departments of library science. Comparative 


study in methods of classification, of loan and 


charging systems, the study of reference-books, 


of bibliographies, and of best authorities in 


various classes, all are given attention and dis 


1 


cussed, while the practical working of our own 


library and the intricacies of the Dewey classi- 


fications as found on our own shelves are given 


some time at every meeting. 








































tefore final examinations each pupil prepares 
bibliography and a thesis upon a technical 
subject is written, and this work is represented 
n the final percentage. A grade of 70 per cent. 
s required for passing, and 85 per cent. entitles 
a pupil to take a second course of six months 
in advanced cataloging. 

As soon as certificates are granted, pupils are 
eligible for substituting, although the board 
loes not guarantee positions to graduates. 
Appointments are made in order of rank, and 
to-day in a staff of 30 only two remain who 
have not served in the training class, and both 
of these had been on the regular library staff 
before the training class was inaugurated. 

In January of this year the board of directors 
still further perfected these civil service rulings 
by reorganizing the staff upon a basis of 
individual attainments. 

Four classes of attendants were named: 
class A, salary from $s0 to $70, required a 
college education or equivalent in special 
knowledge; class B, salary $40 to $50, high 
school course; class C, salary $30 to $40, and 


INFLUENCE OF LIBRARY SCHO( 
LIBRAR 


BY W. I. FLETCHER, AM 


‘} AISING the grade of library work” is 

a somewhat ambiguous expression. If 
the grade of library work be estimated by the 
culture and abilities and success of the libra- 
rians of some of the leading libraries it might 
appear that the introduction of library schools 
has not raised the grade. It is doubtful whether 
we shall ever have librarianship in this country 
of a higher grade in these respects than that of 
Jewett and Poole and Winsor, of Lloyd P. 
Smith, and Noyes of Brooklyn, none of whom 
ever profited by any school training in library 
work. In fact, it may well be doubted whether 
it will ever appear that the men foremost as 
bibliographers and scholarly librarians, or ever 
as skilful and shrewd and wise librarians, 
adorning and elevating the calling, owe their 
power to library school training. If this is true 
we would look elsewhere for the results of such 
training in raising the grade. Nor should we 
look in vain. It has been somewhat character- 
istic of our foremost librarians that they were, 
and worked as, men of genius rather than men of 
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class D, $20 to $30, same requirements. Each 
member of the force was allowed to make her 
own choice of class and submitted answers to a 
set of 100 questions prepared by the board. 
It was decided, however, that heads of de- 
partments should be members of class B. The 
graduates of training classes were made mem- 
bers of class D, and as a recognition of years 
of service from those without special equip- 
ment it was decided that every graduate should 
serve in class D at least one year ataclass D 
salary. 

Since 1891 about 200 applications have been 
received and 42 pupils from ro different classes 
have been graduated. This system of appren- 
ticeship has been more than any other factor 
the basis of the vigorous and efficient service 
which accomplishes with ease the extraordinary 
amount of routine work demanded from the 
Los Angeles Public Library. But more than 
all else, the training class gives and keeps alive 
pride in and enthusiasm for our profession, 
which, in view of our isolated position, could be 
derived from no other source. 


ILS IN RAISING THE GRADE OF 
Y WORK. 
HERST COLLEGE LIBRARY. 


routine. Consequently matters of mere routine 
were left by them to subordinates, and in their 
hands failed to receive the systematic study and 
attention which they deserved. It will now be 
found that very much of the detailed work of 
the larger libraries is in charge of library school 
graduates, and that their training is showing 
its influence in distinctly raising the grade of 
this detailed and routine work, infusing into it 
system and method, and bringing it into con- 
formity with the best established practice. A 
small detail that might be mentioned as illus- 
trative of this point is the almost universal use 
at present of vertical handwriting in catalog 
work, a great improvement which must be at- 
tributed very largely to the influence of the 
library schools. To the same influence is due 
much of the progress to be observed in the mat- 
ters of charging systems, library accounts, etc. 

But it is in another field that we shall note 
the chief influence, or at any rate the most 
marked and noteworthy influence of the library 
schools in ‘‘ raising the grade.”’ This is in the 
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to 20,000 vol- 


3000 


smaller libraries, of from 


umes, scattered all over the country, which are 


} 


now in charge of librarians who have been 


trained in a library school or training class. I: 


libraries of this class the grade of work done 


all through has been so distinctly raised that 


the comparison of the average small library of 


to-day and of 20 years ago is a contrast rather 


than acomparison. Very many of such libra- 
ries are now thoroughly well classified; their 
catalogs are nearly as good 


examples of good 


systematic work as those of the largest and best 
libraries. Into these libraries the newest meth- 


ods in charging systems, information desks, use 
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HARTFORD PUBL LIBRARY CLAS 


BY CAROLINE M. HEWINS, LIBRARIAN. 
THE problem which presents itself to a li- 


brarian who has a staff that has not received 
special training is the 
clerks something more than machines; how to 
give them a sense of responsibility and inter- 


how to make loan- 


est in their work, and a broader outlook upon 
it than through the iron grating that keeps the 
public away from them ; and how to excite in 
them ambition that will lead them t« 
school training, or if that is impossible, to study 


and fit themselves for heads of departments or 


library 


small libraries. 

The girl who has had only a high school 
course has usually some knowledge of Latin, 
but not enough to read a Latin title easily at 
sight. She has studied perhaps a little French 
or German, but does not read them for pleasure. 
She has passed her examinations in ancient, 
medieval, and modern history, but she does 
not know the difference between a Jacobite and 
a Jacobin, thinks James 1. of 
James 1. of Scotland the same, and cannot dis- 


England and 


tinguish between Sir Thomas More and Thomas 
Moore, Edmund Spenser and Herbert Spencer. 
She does not know that Froude and Macaulay 
are of nouse toa reader who wishes a bird’s- 
eye view of English history, and has no skill 
at all in determining the comparative merits of 
authors or editions. 

She has studied ‘‘ English literature,” but 
does not know books. She has read for pleas- 
ure authors like Rosa Carey and Captain King, 
and although she may know the names of De 
and Charles she has never 


Quincey Lamb, 
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of books in the schools, 


bulletins, fi 


and so on, have been largely introduced And 
very much, to be sure not all, but still very 
much, of this change which has taken place 
and is taking place t ay more rapidly than 
ever, is due to the influence of library schools 
and training classes Chis is, after all, the tru 
est ‘‘ raising of the grade” not adding to the 
height of the mountains, to be sure it filling 
in the valleys so that there comes much nearer 
being a level, not a dead level of conformity, 
but a very much alive level of attainment and 
usefulness apparent in the library work of the 
country 

S FOR TRAINING ASSISTANTS. 


heard of anything by either except some bit 


that she had to get up for task-work and then 
forgot. Of the ‘‘pastures large and fair" of 
literature she has never hada glimpse. She 
does her work well and accurately so far as 


charging and discharging books are concerned, 


but is in danger of degenerating into a ma- 
chine if she is not taught to use the world of 
books about her. If she is asked in an emer- 


gency to doa bit of reference-work or suggest 


the best book on any subject she is useless. 
This is to a large extent the fault of the teach 
ing which pays more attention to preparing for 
examinations than to teaching the use of books 
as tools or as friends. 
of half a 


members of the Hartford Public Library staff, 


A class dozen girls, the younger 


who have had a high school course or its 


equivalent, has come to my office almost every 
The 
they 


Wednesday morning since last October 

heads of departments were first asked if 
were willing to take the juniors’ work for two 
hours on Wednesday morning, and expressed 
their willingness to do it if they might have an 
hour of their own in the office on another day. 
The 


and desultory, for its aim has been more to in 


winter's work has been unmethodical 


terest the girls in reading for themselves and 


working up subjects than to follow out a pre- 
scribed course. Soon after the first meeting of 
the class the figure-head of Farragut's flag- 


Hart arried in procession 
through the streets and deposited in the capi- 
tol. 


list on Farragut had it sent to one of the daily 


ship, the ford, was « 
he girl who prepared the best reading 


papers with her name. 
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Since Mrs. Dixson’s ‘‘ Index to prose fiction” 
was published, every member of the class has 
checked a page a week. These checked pages 
have been over commented 
in class, errors corrected, and additions sug- 
gested. They have also checked Sturgis and 
Krehbiel’s ‘‘ Bibliography of fine art.” In 
the first lessons they were told some of the 


read and on 


uses of dictionaries and encyclopedias, when 
not to use the Britannica and how to find refer- 
ences in Appleton’s ‘‘Annual cyclopzdia.” 
They learned, too, the many uses of the World 
and 7ridune almanacs, the ‘‘ Statesman’s year- 
book,” biographical dictionaries and gazetteers. 
I gave them a list of the most useful sets of mag- 
azines indexed in Poole, that they might not 
waste time in the ‘‘search for the absolute,” 
and also taught them how to find the right vol- 
ume when there has been more than one series. 
Early in the winter a course of lectures on men 
of the American Revolution was given to pu- 
pils in the public schools, and the class pre- 
pared reading lists on Washington, Samuel 
Adams, Patrick Henry, and Jonathan Trum- 
bull. 

We have had talks on literary periodicals, and 
every girl has taken on herself the reading of 
one. A little book published last winter, 
‘* Sphinx-lore,” has furnished on 
pseudonyms, authors, and books, that have 
taught the use and limitations of books like 
Brewer's handbooks, and introduced the class 
Examination questions 


questions 


to Notes and Queries. 
from other libraries, from Boston to Los An- 
geles, have been freely used. 

When an exhibition of autotypes was given in 
the winter the class made lists of artist-biog- 
raphies. They have had problems such as have 
really come to us, like ‘‘ Make a list of novels 
illustrating American society for an intelligent 
young Hindu in India who is a graduate of one 
of the government colleges,” ‘‘ Find the an- 
nual imports and exports of steel to and from the 
United States,” ‘‘ What books of the last year 
would you recommend for a small country li- 
brary that has $25 to spend ?” 

We have talked over children’s books and 
lists for children, lists of short stories and 
ghost stories, novels of Elizabeth's 
time and of Waterloo, We have had some les- 
sons in classification on a blackboard, and a 
good deal of running comment on new books, ar- 
ticles in Pudlic and the Liprary 


Queen 


Libraries 


JOURNAL, and meetings of various state library 
associations. 

After the hour in the office the class works 
another hour in the reference-room on the 
Squeers principle. The effect of the weekly 
meetings is seen in an increase of self-depend- 
ence, alertness, interest in books, and ability to 
find what is in them. 


DAYTON PUBLIC LIBRARY CLASS. 


BY ELECTRA C. DOREN, LIBRARIAN, 


AN elementary course of library training for 
library assistants and those applicants found ac- 
ceptable for position has just come toa close in 
the Dayton Public Library. It was undertaken 
at the expense of the library, solely with a view 
to the organization of its own work and for 
the purpose of raising the power of assistants 
holding minor positions in it. 

Note-taking, library hand, book numbers, 
the elements of classification and cataloging, 
use of reference-books, library rules and regu- 
lations, conduct of school and travelling libra- 
ries, routine in loan, bindery, and inventory ac- 
counts and accession work were the subjects 
in which instruction and practice were given. 

For the details concerning the constitution of 
this class, the compensation, appointment, and 
the general results of the venture, reference is 
made to the annual report of the Dayton Public 
Library for 1896-97, and its forthcoming one 
for 1897-98. 

The reasons for 
library assistants are found in necessity —the 
one inclusive reason and emphatic necessity 


elementary training for 


being economy and effectiveness in library ad- 
ministration. 

The fact that a public institution is expected 
to draw the larger part of its working force 
from the community which supports it, the 
fact that such help is for the most part un- 
trained in library method, and the fact that 
skilled intelligence alone can construct, use, and 
preserve the records whereby a library becomes 
an instrument for the distribution of books, and 
at thesame time is able to identify and locate 
each item of library property, force 
issue the problem of better training for the 
library assistant. 

Responding to these facts is the one that 
there specialists in library 
economy ready to do effective work and to im- 
part method. 


to an 


are now trained 
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Lack of education, want of knowledg« as 
sification or of the construction of the talog 
are great handicaps to the usefulness of any 


issistant They make him, if not an 
bstruction in the way of the sear 
he gives wrong or misleading is 


a slow and 


least indifferent helper. 
He works hard, perhaps, but blindly, and 
oftenthe not knowing how to work discourages 


his 
ls altogéther 


and deadens effort, so that it drags and 


* 
nally fa 


Given desire upon his part for training and 





onfidence in his ability to pront 
be for « 
stated 


f the instructors must orrect form, ac- 
cording to a definitely 


standard of thor 
oughness, accuracy, and speed. 
which must be enforced, for it 


that 


It is standard 


is exactly here the locally trained 


assist 


ant has been most neglected, and here, too, is 


precisely where great waste and ftentimes 
serious friction arises in the administration, 


only loss of library time throug! 


but 


involving n¢ 


waste of actual energy and 


The p 


faulty method 


library material. of a vague dis- 


tion of 


Sor 
| on 


satisfaction arising from unequal distrib 


burdens permeates the atmosphere, the unsys 


tematic or showy, blustering worker being even 


less content than the one who carries forward 


the routine and bears the brunt as best he may. 


Instruction by class training has specific ad- 


vantages. It is systematic; it is purposeful; it 


is uniform; it is limited. It substitutes 


vible results, as evidenced by class work in 
the | 


place of mere opinion in judging of an 


issistant’s abilities. It furnishes a basis for 
intelligent selection and comparison ot the 
capacities of several assistants for a variety of 


work, and it faces the worker witt something 


definite to do according to a definite way of 


doing. 


The drones and the unfit do not find such an 


itmosphere congenial, and the library service 


becomes to a certain extent self-adjusting. If 


made the prime qualification for appointment, it 


relieves the administration of much embarrass 


ment from pressure of political and social 


influence inthe selection of assistants 


Thus, too, is furnished under existing con 


litions a body of workers prepared to receive 


and to follow the more highly trained directors, 


to relieve them of burdensome detail, and t 


further in an economic manner the library's 


permanent working resources. 
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my j ea re ’ " f ’ 
itable ¢ ther t t i t t 
i e tra ‘ n I 
our as ta ed was ] by 
the |} l {t t t pl i f 
appre eship tern \ [he trustee 
conducted an exat tior ch was t 
tended to be easy e1 if ¢ »btain 
a high perce ge t v n ntt ‘ 

nplete s t ate to the trustes ty 
fully the knowledge a ca ty ofca tes 
From this ex natior ipprentices were 
lected, who served int! ary fora it three 
months, four hours a day each, but were so 
tributed that only two were on duty at any one 
time, two in the morning, two in the afternoon 
nd two in the evening. The salary of the va 
cant apprenticeship wa vided among the six 

The librarian had pre isly had n lirect 
icquaintance with any syste of training in 
vor Ile knew e things that sh 1 be 
lone ; hed w how some other things 
should be d he trustees had more or 
less pronounced view f their ow: Just at 
that time the ‘* Pi library handbook of 
Denver appeared, and we obt la mber of 
copies and used them as text-books Che ap- 


prentices wert put direct 


library shelving books, charging, and doing 
other routine work At the same time daily 
conferences were held between the appren 
tices and the librariar Sometimes these were 


in the nature of recitations, sometimes they 
were talks, sometimes examinations, the idea 
being that the Denver handbook should be 





studied an with special ap- 


plication to the methods in use in our library. 


After the first week or two a daily drill in the 
Dewey classification was had After this 
course the trustees held an oral examination of 
the apprentices and one was chosen t erve in 
the library. The one question asked by th 


trustees that had the n 


mining the final choice was t **What d 
you do with a book from the time it comes 
into the library till the time it goes out 

[hat was a practical question and the assistant 
who could answer it most sat actor had an 


excellent chance of appointment. 
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NSTRUCTION OF THE LOCAL LIBRARIAN BY THE ORGANIZER. 


ELIZABETII L. FOOTE, 


“T“HE organizer may have from one week to 





NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 


something like this for the shortest possible 


three or four months in which to convert period se 
the novice into an expert, and the library to be 1. A lesson in assigning Cutter numbers put 
organized meantime may range from a few at oncetopractice on fiction and next on biogra 
hundred to some thousands of volumes. For- phy, subject to frequent revision, with explana- ‘ 
tunately, the amount of technical information tion of errors. 
necessary is somewhat proportionate to the size 2. An introductory lesson, or lecture, in 
and expectation of the library, and, therefore, classification at close of first day, with direc- 
to the length of the instructor's stay. tions to study preface and general heads at 
Che professional organizer must usually carry home, in order to observe inteliigently work : 
her own library of text and reference booksto done by organizer. 
avoid waiting for those ordered for her pupil's 3. Shelf-list work, put at once to practice. 
use. Moreover, she will have her own plenti- 4. Lecture, introductory, on general contents 
fully annotated and marked, with all exceptions and use of allthe books used as helps; namely, 
and modifications desired, and supplemented those mentioned above. Hints for subsequent 
with a set of sample catalog cards for all prob- intelligent self-instruction. 
able complications. The equipment will in- 5. Have pupil copy intelligently such annota- 
lude tions and sample cards as she will be likely to 
1. The system of classification to be used, need in her work. This may be evening work 
either abridged D. C. or a short form of the at home. 
Expansive. 6-8. Three lessons in card-writing, covering 
2. Cutter and Sanborn author tables. all most common forms likely to be used. Use 
3. Cutter rules for a dictionary catalog, last Miss Plummer's book, sample cards, and notes. 
edition. This in preference to the library school ». Accession and order work. 
rules, because it contains the A. L. A. rulesand 10. Loan system and intercourse with readers. 
Mr. Dewey's statement of distinctive points, 11-12. Care of periodicals, repairs, binding 
and full discussions of important principles; records,etc. Use Miss Plummer's book as guide 
also it can be obtained at no cost. in all these details. 
4. Mr. Dana's ‘‘ Denver Public Library hand- [he course may be expanded if the time 
book.” allows, and will be, of course, supplemented by 
5. Miss Plummer’s ‘*‘ Hints tosmall libraries.” the constant practice work and questions that 
6. A. L. A. catalog. arise during the day. It is best to take the 
7. World's Congress papers. first half-hour in the morning for systematic 
8. Public Libraries file. teaching, then a few minutes before closing in 
Instruction has to go on simultaneously with the afternoon to review the day’s work and 
progress of work inthe library ; hence a course assign a subject for home study 
SUMMER LIBRARY SCHOOLS AND CLASSES. : 
BY HARRIET H. STANLEY, LIBRARIAN PUBLIC LIBRARY, SOUTHBRIDGE, MAS 
[s there a real demand for the so-called sum- ignorant of the conclusions and methods now 
mer library school How shoulditscourse generally accepted by librarians as the result 
be arranged of years of experience; not knowing, either, 
Ihe persons whose needs the summer school just howto put herself on the tracks of doing 
ay expect to supply might be classified into her work in the best and most economical way. 
three representative groups It is likely that if this person should undertake 
1. The librarian in a small town or village - a full library school course, even if not barred 
intelligent, interested, and fond of books, but out by entrance examinations, it would be with a 

















SHARP 


view to obtaining a more responsible and re way 
munerative position, and not in her capacity as_ act 
librarian of that town. In her present positior thar 
if she purposes to retain it, she needs the ad- ciat 
» vantages of a course which shall not make ele 
severe requirements in time, expense r ef It 
trance qualifications se 


2. The untrained assistant in a library of  structior 























INSTRUCTION IN LIBRARY ECONOMY 





versity extension methods was first given informat 
in December, 1806, by the University of Chica c \ 

4 go, at the request of the Bureau of Information i: I 
f the Illinois State Library Association The fr 


The Illinois State Library Association at its convince 


out the state, the creation of a Bureau of library w 





Information for one year, hoping to gather t ! 

some material to put into the hands of a pos tot 

ble state library commission. Its object wv t 

to f ish a medium through whi all w re 
interested in the detail f rar rga t 








[ NSTRUCTION in library economy by uni ation at 


rganization meeting at Springfield, Il n would gre 
January 23, 1896, authorized, as one of the means w 
means for promoting library interests throug! publ f 


PHRO| 
EXTENSION METHODS 


moderate siz The librarian may thor- gr 
oughly capable and anxious to instruct, but isfact 
because the y has not money e gh t t ‘ c 
provide a properly large or efficient staff a twod t 
, heavy burden of work falls upon its head, and an advance 
he finds it acticable to give more than a may re ir 
necessary mit ul f instruction to his s elect Other 
ordinates inducements which the library are oft tryir 
an offer the assistant are too slight to com- vance of their 
pensate for a long course of study; a br , again other t 
however, will not only aid her todo her work with matters 
satisfactori and with more pleasure to her ment of det 
self, but will economize the librarian’s forces, master: 
and so render more effective the administration P t 
f the whole library librarians} 
3. The pers wi has been engaged the 
brary work for some years, ir hom experier ‘ it 
has dev pe 1 ex ent pract i lgment and 
who is so well informed as to be valu n notbes | 
tt library The cir Stances of her in I c ! 
vidual position may be such that she ods t ess r¢ 
re technical ip-t late knowledge I ¢ where t 
directions A long course of training is in 1 ness and w 


GH 


i 
ec, W 
emse 
i¢ 
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es 
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trair 
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rhe university extends its teaching beyond 
ts class-rooms in four different ways: (1) by 
lecture-study courses; (2) by organizing even- 
ng and Saturday classes in Chicago and its 
immediate suburbs (3) by correspondence 
courses; (4) by directing the work of local 
study-clubs. 

The class-study department was considered 
best suited to library economy, as the subject 
was too new to justify support in a popular 
lecture course. Its general plan is stated as 
follows: ‘‘ For the benefit of the large number 


of persons in and near Chicago who wish to 


avail themselves of university instruction, but 
who have not the leisure to attend its regular 


sessions, the Upiversity of Chicago organizes 


evening and Saturday classes in convenient 


places outside its walls. These classes are 


conducted by university instructors, meet once 
a week for a two-hour session, and do as far as 
possible the same grade of work that is done 
T he of 
classes are open toall. No entrance examina- 
Each must 
hours each. A 
f at least six people desire it and 


in the university. privileges these 


tion is necessary. course consist 


of 12 lessons of two class will 
be 
| 7 


will support it by paying six dol 


formed i 


ars apiece for 





the 12 lessons and their share of the instructor's 
travelling expenses.’ 
The class-study department was asked to 


offer courses in library economy, and the fol- 


lowing topics were suggested in order to make 


the plan clear 


1, Library extension; 2, Library training; 3, 


Iilome libraries; 4, Travelling libraries; 5, Li- 


braries and schools; 6, Libraries and clubs; 7, 
Book-buying ; 8, Bookbinding ; 9-12, Refer- 


ence-books or Administrative principles 
rhe first two classes were organized by the 


president of the American Library Association, 


at the public library in Cleveland, Ohio, in De- 
cember, 1896. Instruction was given by the 
director of the department of library science 


t Armour Institute of Technology, Chicago, 


; le 


nd tt and 19 respectively. 


il t 


1e Classes numbered 20 


students were all members of the public 


brary staff, and this necessarily modified the 
rse from the original plan, which was in 
tended for the general public. 
he following course was given 
1, Library economy publications ; 2, Library 


training ; 3, Travelling 


Library associations ; 4, 


braries ; 5, Circulating department ; 6, Refer- 


lep 


sification 


erene e-lists : 10, Clas- 


12, Questi 


ence artment ; 7-9, Ref 


11, Library s« yn-box. 


rvice: 
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A second course was begun in January, 1897, 
at the University of Chicago, under the instruc- 
of the uni 


} 
' 


tion of the assistant librarian versity 
ered 15, and b 


The class numt 1e¢ following sub- 


jects were treated 

1, Historical résumé of library economy up t 
Inception of the modern library move- 
Effect of the 


4, Travelling and 


1579; 2, 


ment; 3, movement on university 


extension ; Home libraries ; 


5, Library schools for training librarians; 6, 


and 


of 


and rare books: 


Co-operation in methods materials ; 


Book-buying; 8, 
books : 
10, How t 


Bookbinding and care 


9, Manuscripts. Old 
the greatest good from the 


to 


» obtain 


library ; 11, Reference-books and how use 
them ; 12, Historical sketches of some of the 
great libraries of the world. 

A third course was also begun in January, 
instruction of 


Institute of 


1897, at Geneva, IIl., under the 


the reference librarian of Armour 


Technology, Chicago. The class varied in 
number from 10 to 30, and consisted of club 
women, teachers, and library trustees, besides 
the local librarian. 

The course was as follows: 1, Library ex- 
tension; 2, Libraries and schools; 3, Children's 





reading ; 4, Library training ; 5, Library asso 
ciations ; 6, Travelling and home libraries; 7 
Selecting and buying books; 8, Classification 


», Bookbind 


Ise of reference-books ; 


and cataloging ng and the care of 


books ; 
br 


10-11, I 12, Li 
aries and clubs. 

A fourth ce begun in February, at 
Aurora, IIl., for the benefit of the public library 
The 


structed by 


surse was 


umbered and 


of the 


staff. class n Il, was in- 


the assistant librarian Uni- 


versity of Chicago 


This completed the work of the first year and 


convinced its promoters that it was worth con- 
tinuing 
The instruction this year has been given by 


the assistant librarian of the University of Chi 
The 
of the clubs 


presented to all 


Illinois Federation of Wo- 


cago. subject has been 


in the 
general interest has 


men's Clubs, and much 


been expressed. The schedule of attendance, 
however, shows a majority of library assistants 
These desire technical courses, and thus change 


the original purpose of this method of instru 


tion. It was not recommended for the purp« 
of fitting people for library positions in a short 
time, but rather for the purpose of arousing 


public sentiment to an appreciation of the mod- 
ern library. 
here is great need of trained teachers and 


























reduced expenses. Instruction must be simple, 


accurate, to the point, and up to date Chere 
should be one or more lecturers free to got 
any part of the state and stay during a cours¢ 
in order to minimize travelling expenses 

Friends of the movement believe that th: 
original plan could be carried out if there were 
in the state one person who was free for this 
work and who possessed organizing and teach- 
ing ability as well. Much work of this nature 
could be done by organizers, although they 
were not recognized as members of the exten- 
sion faculty of any university. 

Thus far, the trained teachers have been in 
Chicago, engaged in their own work Whena 
class was desired at a distance from the city 
it meant that the class must defray the in- 
structor’s travelling expenses each week, and 
the instructor must endure the fatigue, or that 
the instructor must leave his own work for tw 
weeks or more. 

rhe plan of work supposes one lesson eact 


week, which would require 12 trips and return. 





rhis would usually prevent a town from taking 


the course When the classes were conducted 


at Cleveland, Ohio, the instructor stayed for two 


weeks and lectured twice each day. This ma- 





rially reduced expenses, but it allowed no 
time for preparation or reading between lec- 
tures, and it was too great a strain for the 
lecturer. 

The following outline is offered as an illus- 
tration of the course proposed. The selection 
of subjects is made with a view to give funda- 
mental information about the library move- 


ment of t6-day, and to explain a few reference- 


books which would be most useful in ordinary 
reading. There is no attempt at historic or 
exhaustive treatment. The object in view is 


practical usefulness, in order to cultivate an 
lightened publ 


e1 





c sentiment helpful to our 
local libraries. 
LIBRARY ECONOMY 
Outline of Lectur 
1. Library economy publications. 
Manuals, statistics, and periodicals put 


lished in the United States Pur 


pose is 
to emphasize importance of collateral 
reading in all library work, and to giv 
a practical reference-list as a basis for 
the course. 
References. 
References to reviews are given under spe- 
ial items. Students are expected to examine 
the books themselves. 
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7. 
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State Library Con 


ial report. p. 8¢ 
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ulated compari 
is to 1 emer 
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national associ 


the general pul 


Aeferen 
] 


proceedings 


ind 


Q. 


fixer 


iin in detail the organizati 


Publishing Sectior 


he papers of the last anr 


A. L. A., menti 


interest to the publi 


cal associations 


-operat n 


brary clul 
} 
£ 
lans in detail for 
nit y 





yrary Association Handb 
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i‘ 


(sive I 
brary club might 


your own town, 


rogram of work for a year which a li- 
profitably undertake in 


rravelling libraries. 


Explaining the movement and emphasiz- 


ing local possibilities. 


Forum, 18:616-— 21. 


LIBRARY Jot 


RNAL, Wisconsin supplement, 1896 
Pp 3 S. 
21: C29-31. 


— 21: 60-62. 


Exercises. 


Outline the possibilities for travelling libra- 


ries in your own community. 
Outline the possibilities for home libraries 
in your own town. 
6, Circulating department. 
Explaining principles underlying routine, 
iwelling upon the part which the publi 
takes in the transaction. 
References. 
U. S. Bureau of Education. Paper prepared 
for the World’s Library Congress, 1893 
p 808 06. 
Plummer. Hints tosmall libraries. p. 32-41! 


Denver Public 


b . 


Z 





1, S. Bureau of Education. 


Library Handbook. f 
62 yO. 

Exercises. 

Suggest improvements in the circulating de- 
partment of your town library as it 
affects the public. 

Discuss the principles of registration, fines, 
and reserves as applied to your town 

Ti} 


library 
Reference work 


Scope and methods explained, with a 


view to help club women and teachers. 


References. 

Papers prepared 
for the World's Library Congress, 1893. 
p. 976-92, 982-93. 

Exercis 

Suggest improvements in the reference de- 
partment of your town library which 
seem possible to you with the present 
staff. 

Make an outline for one year of suitable 
occasions for reference-lists in your town 
library. 

Indexes, 


Comparison and explanation of indexes 


} 


to general and technical periodicals and 


general literature. Only the most com- 


mon books selected 

EF rev cl 

Make list of references on general subject, 
to be assigned 

Make list of references 


ject, to be assigned. 


on engineering sub- 
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g. Dictionaries. 


own works 


Comparative study of best-kr 
with a view to selection. 
Refer 
Worcester’s dictionary. 
Encyclopedia Britannica. 


nce 
1892. pref. p 
7 :179-93.- 
Exerci 
a. Select any common word and compare its 
entry in the different dictionaries, noting 
fulness and form of definition, illustra 
tions, and quotations. 
Select any technical term and « 
entry as above. 
Select any compound word, any disputed 
spelling or pronunciation, and compare 
its entry in the different dictionaries. 


its 


mpare 


10. Encyclopedias. 


Comparative study of scope and use o! 
best-known works. 
Referen: 

Encyclopedia Britannica. Ed.9. 8 : 190-204. 


Baldwin, Ja. Guide to systematic readings in 


the Encyclopedia Britannica. 
Exerci 


Select some American industry and compare 


its treatment in the different encyclo- 
peedias. 

How full a record of the proceedings of the 
U. S. Congress can you find 


11. Classification. 
Study of general principles, with sugges- 
tions for classifying 

Refi 

U. S. Bureau of Education. Papers prepared 

for the World’s Library Congress, 1893 


rencces 


SOI 95. 
Dewey. Decimal classification, 
Cutter. Expansive classification 
Library notes, V. 3, no. 11 
Exercises. 


Explain in detail how 
classified. 
4. Classify by Dewey Decimal Classification 25 
books assigned 
Classify by Cutter Expansive Classification 
25 books assigned. 


your local library is 


12. Binding and repair. 
Study of materials and processes, with 


practical suggestions about repairing 
books. 
References. 
Matthews. Bookbindings, old and new. 


U. S. Bureau of Education. Papers prepared 


for the World’s Library Congress, 1893. 
p. 907 - 10. 
Ex 
a. The importance of the tool in artistic binding. 
4b. Describe binding of 25 books assigned. 
c. Repair private books and present for ex- 
amination. 


TCIiSsé 
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SPECIAL TRAINING FOR COLLEGE LIBRARIANS 














’ ’ I ' I 
' 
“| Bene are two things for which college | rt st t a college rarian must 
brarians sl ild be spe ally trained c t t t HT ust rf nd where h 

First, to steal. I do not mean to steal | ks would prefet make, and st more to buy 
r money, orany material object, for | believe ready-made Iie easily s ce i stealing 
n the eighth commandment and wish my fel- me fin le which unfortunately demand 
ws to live upto it. I mean that the college costly apparatus t arry them into executior 

rarian should learn how to steal the ideas He looks with envy upon the | ic library that 
the knowledge, and the time of the members of enjoys that admirable inventior Lt tax 
the faculty. Heis to get hold of these id and upon the proprietary library where the per 
this knowledge without paying a fair « va convenience of tl W i answerable 
ent in the labor of his wn brair ] get irgt t for 1 expenditure \ e he 
something for nothing is stealing, but the trans- penned in by verty that stare tl 
action in this case is not immoral, for the first f whenever he w ld 1 e an Ivar 
party is none the poorer and the librarian is Under these rcumstance t is the ability, ir 
surely the richer. herited ora red, to tinker that 1 gates th 

Let us take a single illustration of this kind situation. Outof the odds and « s iilable 
f theft in which the college librariar ld be me substitute i e got togetl lake for 
an expert. A new professor of American his- instance the ever-recurring need of more shelf 
tory has come to the college He belie that roor I eal { vis i ina t t 
the history of the United States can best be the stack or a new building Eithe beyon 
taught through the study of d nents That his reacl Yet inge y may nstruct a new 
teacher is going to send his students to the li- room among rafters of roof, or per 
brary, and the students are going to call for sistence win possession of disused rooms in 
help, and the librarian who has not time fora _ other college building lo fit these with ay 


i 


private course in American documentary his- proved shelving would cost at th 


tory must prepare to steal, politely and ex- every 1000 volumes, an expenditure quite out of 
peditiously, a great deal of necessary knowl- the question for hit t with the local carpen 
edge. He obtains at once the idea that the set ter, some spruce boards, and a pot of shella 
f congressional documents on which the dust he provides the needed shelves at half this 
of ages has long reposed in peace is a most cost. Itis a lamentable fact that the one char 
valuable and available portion of the library. acteristic of lege libraries is poverty those 
He ascertains the comparative value and the that have and get what the V t n | 
set - made of the different classes of these counted on your fingers yet since it so 
cuments. His own common sense mightsay_ those wl attempt to 1 the should learn 


that the Senate and House journals would be how to tinker, not merely in these matters of 


rarely referred to. The common sense — per mater é | nt but also in t ‘ s and 
haps the uncommon sense—of the professor perplexing problems of the proper supply of 
, tells him just the opposite He realizes, in ad- intellectual resources 
vance of its probable early disappearance, that In conclus how tl irn to 
part 2 of volume 1 of Senate executive doc- do these two things low eg the re 
uments of the second session of the 48th Con- ceptive and the ( tof i Chere 
' gress will be cited more times than athousand is no royal road, yet a one who has the 
yf its yellow-skinned fellows. In aword,the earnest and rsister c f w the 
librarian must so manipulate the professor's commonplace path wl I have to re nmend, 
knowledge that he can reach by a short-cut cer- lamely, o¢ f ntercou! th t e wl 
tain vantage-points in the course to which the possess thes« litic nd onstant study of 
students will attain later in a more dignified the lessons Dame Experiet ever giving her 


and more legitimate manner. 











SPECIAL TRAINING FOR 
I 
NNIE CARROLL MOORE, PRATT INSTITUTE 
FREE LIBRARY, 


E. VERY kind of specialized work presupposes, 
on the part of those who undertake it, 

personal fitness, general training in the general 
work of which the special work forms a part, 
ind special training in the special duties to be 
undertaken. The main points to be considered, 
therefore, in the subject of special training for 
hildren's librarians, are 

1. Personal fitness, including general educa- 
tion, : 

2. General library training in its relation to 
special training for children’s work. 

Special training in library work with chil- 

aren 

Personal fitness. —Personal fitness for a given 
work may, and often does, supply a lack of 
special training for it, but no amount of special 
training can ever supply the lack of personal 
hiness. 

The children’s librarian should be first of all 


) 


well educated, refined — but not too limited in 


her tastes — possessed of sound common sense, 
clear judgment, and a keen sense of humor, 
gifted, itmay be, with that kind of sympathetic 
second-sight that shall enable her to read what 
is often obscure in the mind of the child. 

If I were to be asked to make out a set of 
examination questions for the admission of stu- 
dents to a special course of training for library 
work with children they would be so formulated 
is to bring out the following points 
of 


based upon recollection of one’s own childhood 


1. Some personal knowledge children, 
and upon contact with children. 

2. Some personal knowledge of children’s 
books, gained through actual reading of the 
books as distinguished from the knowledge ac- 
quired from the reading of reviews or of anno- 
tated lists. 

3. Some personal appreciation of good pic- 
tures. 

4. The recognition of related things and the 
tracing of their connection in books, in art, and 


life. 


in 


The questions might be as follows: 
1. (a) Characterize some of the people you 
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liked best as a child, mentioning the relations 
in which you knew them. 

(4) Characterize some of the people you di 
liked, giving reason for repugnance if you had 
any. 

(c) Have you outgrown your early likes and 
dislikes Illustrate, if possible, by characteris- 
tic incidents. 

2. Did you have many friendsas a child ? 

3. Have you known any one child or group 
of children intimately within the past five years, 
and in what relation ? 

4. Did you as a child 
were you taught to observe carefully 
some of the earliest observations y« 
to recall. 

5s. At what age did you begin toread? Men- 
tion, if you can, the first book you read with 
real enjoyment. 

6. Did the characters in books impress you 
as a child with the reality of living people? If 


care for nature? and 
Mention 
are 


ou able 


so, have you retained this faculty? Mention 
some notable instances. 
7. What do you consider the 1o best books 


for children under 14 years of age ? 

8. Characterize the author and the style, and 
outline the story of one of the 10 as you would 
tell it to some child of your acquaintance. 

g. (2) What kind of pictures did you care for 
as achild; that is, what subjects interested you 
mest? Mention by subject any that you may 
remember. 

(4) What kind of pictures do you care for 
now? Mention six by subject, giving the name 
of the artist, if possible. 

10. (a) Mention six events or incidents of the 
Revolutionary War that you would choose to il- 
lustrate by pictures for children under 14 years 
of age. 

(4) Mention 10 books — stories, poems, biog- 
raphy, or history that you would select to inter- 
est children in the Revolutionary War. 

(c) Mention and briefly characterize three of 
the leading characters of the Revolutionary War 
with whose portraits children should become 
familiar. 

Questions might be multiplied, but these, if 
taken 
poetry and prose), would serve to bring out the 


in connection with reading aloud (both 
main factors in library work with children. 
Perception of the underlying principle of all 
true educational work (illustrated by question 
10) might be very dim, but the capacity or the 
non-capacity for its development would be 
clearly evidenced by a paper written in answer 
to the above questions. 
The 
librarian can hardly have too much practice in 


General library training. - children’s 


chasing fugitive facts, in compiling reference 
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lists, and in meeting different kinds of people in il cour with regard to the cl ya 
nnection with a g it variety ol ects 1 ter tior f pract e erience 
She will need sutlicient practice in all kin with ch t f reading nd studying 
of routine work to enable her to a plish about them, and the re ng of poetry and 
such work easily and with a well-regulated biography; with regard t hildren's books, by 
economy of time and strength. actual reading of the books themselves and by 
In the classifying and the cataloging of her a great iriety of field work of the nature of 
books and in the preparation of bulletins and that which is so admirably presented in the 
analytical lists the children’s librarian will put Cleveland ‘* List for third-grade teacher: 
to the test her training in classification and in It will be impossible to give to the special 
ataloging. student of children’s work athor h acquaint 
It has been possible during the past two ance with children’s books until we shall have 
> years to give to the students of our general become better acquainted with the books them 


course in library training some practice in the selves rather than with their reputations, for 
; 


more distinctive features of children’s work. we do not yet know our books well enought 
[They have been brought into contact with use them as we might. Constant comparison 


lren’s librarians n- 





the children through the ordinary channe 


waiting upon them They have been brought cerning the books children of different libraries 


and have read, and what they 





into contact with the children’s books by means are read 


of analytical work, by solving problems for think about them, would do more than anything 
individual children, and by making lists upon else just now for the cause of children’s 
various subjects for children of varying age reading It is not enough to give students 
and of different tastes. They have been lists f best books r lists of tabooed books 


brought into contact with pictures by clipping they will need clear, definite statements re- 


from old papers and magazines, classifying the garding the contents of the books. If we are to 
clippings by subject for exhibition work or for be told, as we often are, that our children’s 
scrap-books. [hey have been given some histories are inaccurate, that their books of 
practice in mounting pictures and in printing science ar tof date or that they are filled 
copies of the text to be used for exhibitions. with errors, that their stories are sentimental 


hey have analyzed the children’s papers and _ or sensational, that they are lacking in stimulus 


igazines for the weekly bulletin, and new or that they are too stimulating — then we need 
books have been offered for their inspection to be told more. We need to know just where 
before being placed upon the shelves. to find the good points and the weak points 

The class has listened to lectures upon the Is there not a tradition among librarians con- 
various phases of children’s library work as_ cerning children’s authors and children’s read- 


carried on by other libraries. They have been ing at present, and would it not be well worth 
directed to the best children's lists and tothe while to begin to consider a list of children’s 


best articles upon children’s reading. Careful books that shall be carefully evaluated by spe 


, observation of their work, which, through lack cialists and annotated by the children them- 
of time, has been more or less superficial, and selves 
some comparison of experience strengthens our With pictures there are possibilities as great, 
conviction that there is great need fora special if not greater The student should be taught 
J 


training in library work with children; and this to look at pictures from the double standpoint 


brings me to of their art value and their practical utility in 
Special training for library work with the illustration of a given subject. One needs 


children.— 1 have outlined what seem to usto to be capable not only of recognizing, appreciat 

be the most urgent needs of the children’s ing, and using the best when it is to be had, 

librarian but equally capable of using the material at 
Knowledge of children; of their books; of hand in the most effective manner possible 

good pictures; and the recognition of their There are many subjects which might enter 


interrelationship, or a sense of the fitness of into the special course of training for library 
things. work with children — story-telling, both repro 


These needs might be met, in part, in a ductive and original, with pictures and without 
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would be worthy of consideration. 


their aid 
Practice in the c 
the int 


ndensation of a subject with- 


it sacrificing rest, if subjected to the 


searching criticism of the children, would be 
arts of the training. 


the form of 


one of the most valuable | 
rhis take 


biographies, stories, or descriptions, to be used 


exercise might brief 
in connection with picture exhibitions and with 
scrap-books. By some such means, perhaps, 
we may come to the better solution of the most 
»blems — enough interest- 


children's 


difficult of all our pre 


and well-written books to go 


ing 
around. 

Some knowledge of the public school curric- 
ulum is absolutely essential, likewise a knowl- 


edge 


of local™topography. The possibilities 
resulting from co-operation with teachers and 
parents, and some of the means of effecting 
The 
experimental 


such co-operation, should be pointed out. 
relation of child-study and of 
psychology to the problems of our work is yet 
to be That 


practical psychology is essential to any success- 


determined a certain amount of 


ful work with children is beyond dispute. 

rhe multiplication of subjects in such a course 
as has been suggested would defeat its very 
object, which is, training in clear thinking on 
the subjects of children, books, and pictures, 
and in the perception of their interrelationship, 
rather than in imitation and dependence on the 
letter of what has been taught or on mechani- 
cal devices. To be capable of understanding 


and appreciating children and of knowing what 


is inside of their books implies, of necessity, 


the power to bring them together, or, if need- 


ful, to keep them apart. 


II. 


M. CRUNDEN, LIBRARIAN, ST. LOUIS PUBLI 


IBRARY. 
IN previous discussion on the subject of train- 


ing for library work there was a consensus, 


expressed or implied, that training alone will 
not that 
sucess in the profession consist of innate quali- 


make a librarian, the foundations of 


ties, intellectual and temperamental. 

The woman I assume the children’s libra- 
rian to be a woman who takes up this particu- 
lar branch of library work should possess 


certain added qualifications. In addition to the 


intelligence, judgment, tact, enthusiasm, and 


self-devotion that all librarians must have she 


should possess a sympathetic nature and a 


t 
accompanied by a proper 
that commands 
respect, as her amiable and sympathetic quali- 


She should have a love for 


winning personality, 
amount of personal dignity 
ties win affection. 
children that overlooks 
or attractiveness, that overcomes all shrinking 


all lack of cleanliness 


born of dainty refinement, and that sees in the 
dirtiest, most uncouth child the possibility of a 
useful, even a noble, man or woman. 

Her training, like that ofall librarians, should 
begin with a liberal education. That is a 
cardinal doctrine. 

Her education should be of a kind to give 
her a wide interest in various fields of science 
and some exact knowledge in each. 

She should have an intimate acquaintance 
with the best literature, as the only solid founda- 
tion of a correct literary taste and the only 
source of a broad culture. 

The natural qualities presupposed would pre- 
vent her absorption in her own self-culture, 
which may become as selfish a pursuit as the 
She 
her duty to acquire a direct personal knowledge 
of books likely to be suitable for children. She 


would, therefore, not rely on reputation, which 


accumulation of money. would deem it 


is often misleading, and she would know what 
books to recommend for each particular case. 
Fortunate it is for the children’s librarian, and 
for the young folks she serves, if she is aunt or 
godmother to several children whose mental 
development and reading tastes she can closely 
observe. 

As a finishing touch to her preparation, desir- 
able, though not essential, I would suggest a 
short experience as a teacher. It is through 
the teacher that her larzer influence must be 
exerted, and her own experience in this capa- 
city will give her the teacher's point of view 
and aid her in securing that unity of effort that 
is most fruitful of results. She will know not 
only what are the difficulties encountered in the 
school-room, but also what difficulties exist only 
in the teacher's imagination or prejudice or lack 
of enterprise. The 
the practicability of a thing is that you have 


strongest argument as to 


done it yourself. 
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Y apprenticeship here is meant, as | under- 
I 
stand it, training in library work by doing 


library work, as opposed to the idea of training 








4 by special study. 

On the face of the matter, apprenticeship has 
a great, almost overwhelming, superiority — it 
is practical. It generally involves what is called 

: beginning at the bottom of the ladder. In its 
favor may be cited all the cases of successf 
merchants who began by sweeping out the 
store and carrying parcels, the railroad presi- 
dents who commenced as firemen, and the Lor 
High Admirals who first shipped as cabin-boys 
The rough school of life has proved an admira- 
ble school for all these men, and they can doubt 
less better direct the labors of multitudes of 
men because they have the elves been in 
these men’s shoes. So, in favor of apprentice- 
ship for librarians it can be said that any man 
is a better librarian for having had experience 
at pasting labels in books, running through 
stacks picking out books for the patrons of the 
circulating department, dusting books and clean- 
ing shelves, copying old shelf lists, opening 
parcels of books, and at all the minutia of the 
commonest daily routine. 

There is truth in all this, but there is als 
much truth on the other side. To offset the 
advantage of such experience as the ‘‘ appren- 
tice"’ has must be placed the fact that he must 
spend many hours and days doing over and 
ver work in which there is no longer any 

. training value except that which comes from 
the patient performance of tasks no longer in- 
teresting. Could the ‘‘apprentice” pass from 
one kind of work to another so fast as the 

. former has lost its instructive value to him, ay 
prenticeship would approach much nearer an 
ideal method of training. But it must be ad 
mitted that if the time spent on this repetitious 
performance of one task and another after it 
has been deprived of its educational or training 
value could be devoted to study it would count 
for much more as a preparation for the future 

Undoubtedly to many in the future, as it has 
Jone to those in the past, apprenticeship will 
offer the only means for training, owing to the 
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exigencies of the se W require an imme 
liate need of support 

But after there « e re reason for 

mmending the apprent syst s superior 
to the tecl " te brary work 
than in othe tior 

We now r r ge the boy w! are 
t electr I is tl re t 
ce isters, the best ge slat } he hest 
technical training i N e the 5 
must ‘‘apprent I i n f library 
tra ng, fir 1 ts re have bec im the 
past, yield the ilm to tl more phil [ " 
and more truly effective systen f the rary 
school 

I] 
BY } rHWAITI ; y Ol 1E \ ( 
N ATE H ORICAI ETY 
Any d si the apprentice system i1 
\ es a nsideration f the nerits and 
lemerits of the professional training hool 
To the w | raria the rary school 
presents the i intages of daily de 
tailed instruction f nd stimulating personal 
contact with, tea t kill n their art, and 
re onably ray progress me t pathway 
f k wledge, the | | being employed upon 
etails no longer tha necessary t juire a 
erta fa ty thereis rT} lisadvantage 
oO ha tra ng ppertaint i prote 
Ss, l are ¢ illy bvi They i 

é i lack of working familiarity with any 
side publi wt } in t be gained from 
ecture nd can only cor f n long exper 
and observat n a lia lity t ndue I 
f nce fre inst t wh } weve grifte 

1 enth Ast ur pt, f the nature f 
their calling, t e warped | fads, andt til 
into their inexper ed pupils notior f net 
ods which, though attractive theor may) t 
stand the tests of t | tica brary world 
and the cultivat f the ! that the 
| ession of a hool d ma mar the fin 
ishe brat ! Many a graduate has cor 
essed tor that the first r thre ear 
the workaday libra world were a d f 
i g pe 1, when t edges had roughly t e 
filed down in or to fit practical conditior 

On the ther hand the pprentice rm s 
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slowly, often tediously. Perhaps forgotten by 
her chief, whose time and attention are other- 
wise occupied, she remains an inordinate period 
in each stage of her work, no doubt mastering 
the details, but sometimes harboring the senti- 
ment of the drudge. I can imagine a condition 
of affairs under which the ambitious apprentice 
might well chafe, and wish she had chosen a 
shorter though less practical road to knowledge. 
Yet, the apprentice who is under an ideal chief 
who displays an active interest in her, moving 
her along as fast as she is fitted, must inevitably 
obtain better all-round training, at least for that 
particular library, than the graduate of any 
school. 


seldom 


In the nature of things, however, it 
thus 
treat an appfentice, therefore the professional 
school will, despite its drawback, always find 


is considerately to 


practicable 


pupils. 

Better, I think, than either method singly 
pursued, would be a combination of the two. 
Such a combination is found to work admirably 
in the legal and medical professions; and of 
course, in practice, this already obtains in our 
own. As I have already said, the graduate 
of the library training school must, before she 
can be regarded as a competent librarian, inev- 


itably unlearn much that she has acquired at 


INSTRUCTION IN THE 


LIBRA 


iN PREPARATORY SCHOOLS 


TEACHERS 


VORMAL AND 


FOR 


BY EMMA LOUISE ADAMS, LIBRARIAN OF rHE 


PLAINFIELD (N, J.) PUBLIC LIBRARY. 


of libraries and 


of the 
} 


system it is evident that teachers must |! 


BEFORE training in the use 


reference-books can form part school 


e | 


re- 
pared to give such instruction. 

There are in the United States nearly 400 
public and private normal schools, witha yearly 
of Many of 


these students have not had even a high school 


enrollment over 84,000 pupils. 


education, and come from districts whose 


educational facilities are of the slightest, and 
where libraries, beyond the scant and often 
poorly selected school libraries, are unknown. 
Che importance of incorporating instruction in 
the use of books in these schools will thus be 
seen. 


While this instruction need be but elementary, 


USE (¢ 


the school, and learn many new things not 
possible there to be taught ; in other words she 
becomes an apprentice after she becomes a grad- 
is a distinct loss in this order of 


uate. There 


procedure — a loss through the discouragement 


which always accompanies disillusionizing. 
We should adopt the young lawyer's or the 
young physician's method. Spend the year 
after college graduation —and I hope the time 
is nor far distant when few librarians will resolve 
to enter upon their novitiate without a college 
training or the equivalent of it— as an unpaid 
apprentice in some live library (a library with 
a training class preferred); study the methods 
in vogue, try to understand something of the 
art of dealing with the public, endeavor to get 
thoroughly in touch with the spirit of library 
work as a profession, and thus go up to the 
library school with some practical understand 
ing of what it isall about. The vacations of the 
school should also be spent, again without ex- 
] 


pectation of salary, in the service of some large 


library. Experiences of this sort, intermingled 
with correcting and applying the theories of the 
school, should soon convert the carefully pre- 
pared graduate intoa serviceable library worker, 
her period of disillusionizing reduced to the 


minimum. 


9F REFERENCE- BOOKS AND 
RIES. 

it should be sufficient to bring about tw 
ends — a recognition of the public library as an 
important adjunct of the school system, and a 


familiarity with the best and commonest-used 
reference-books, that hers to 
to the best advantage the books to which 


they have access, or to make 


will enable teac 
use 
valuable their 
recommendations for school or public library. 
The normal school should possess a carefully 
selected library, whose librarian, as well as the 
regular instructors, should be able to impart 
both For 
the librarian usually falls the training in the 


knowledge and enthusiasm. upon 


use of the library, and upon the instructor, 
training in the use of books. 
Briefly, such a course should include: (1) 


Care of books, mechanical make-up, binding, 
of 
standing of the better-known 


The b 


quality paper, typographical appearance, 


publishers in 


these respects. (2) 0k itself, uses of the 

















title-page, preface, table of contents, introduc- 


tion, and index. (3) Reference-books, begin- 
ning with the more general and commonest- 
used types, as dictionaries, encyclopedias, and 
atlases. A selection should be made of each 
class, and the individual merits red 
and noted, until the student should w at 





which to look for 


given subject. Special reference-books w: 


once in information on a 


naturally be studied at the same time as 
are the 


the 


subjects together 
fields of 


(4) Uses of 


which they 


with value in these special 


La 
Dp 


the more general reference-bo 
index-books, as periodical and newspaper 
indexes, “‘A. L. A 


indexes of government pu 


index” and supplements, 


blications, catalogs of 


(5) Instruction in children's 


large libr iries, etc. 
“4 


reading. A teacher should know not only 
what books to use to illustrate a topic, but als 


what books to recommend for recreative reading. 


This is important. (6) The value of the | 


books, reference only in a larger 


lustrating a topic, and how to find out which 
these are. 
So trained, the teacher of English history, for 


instance, if unable to find the special reference- 


books on the subjects, will know how to use t 


the best advantage the more general ones, as 


the Britannica, Larned, ‘‘ Dictionary of national 


biography,” etc.; in whch history to look for 


31] 
il 


strations of English life from contemporary 
to find 


sources; how which books ona given 





subject are most exhau which most popular 





' 
in treatment, and w h to be recommended 
with a word of warning as to _ individual 
bias of the author. She will also know where 
to find stories or poems illustrative of some 


| 
noted person or event. 


ld +} 


Rightly taught, this course shoul ye not 


only thoroughly helpful and suggestive, but 
of it 


I Out 


reciation 


roadening and stimulating. 
I 


use to the 


naturally grow an ap 





library and a desire to 
ties which it offers. 
rhe 


should be 


need of library rules and regulations 


explained, together with the usual 


teachers’ privileges, and various 


Naturally , the 


forms of co 
operation with schools. 


usage in 


this respect of libraries in the state in which 


the normal school is situated would receive 
spec ial attention, as well as the state law re 


specting school libraries. 


Library methods of making their contents 
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known, the ard italog, | ict boards, etc., 
enough t Dewey and Cutter classifications 
to enat st elp themselves pen-shelf 
libs s this shor be taught rhe r- 
r sch sh dad t ve f exa itio by stu- 
dents ect f finding-lists, t etins, and 
lists prepared especially for assistance in school 
work 

Such a system in operatior all I rmal 
schools, modified as exper e and individual 
reeds wot suggest, ¢ 1 not fail to advance 
rapidly the work perat witl hools 
and a more intelligent use of libraries 


Owing to the fact that! 


ceived in answer to a cir« 





sent to over 40 of the tor 








work being done in this lin 


rhe states represented are 12, 


fornia (2), Colorad 1), Connecticut (1), Ilir 
1), lowa (1), Massachusetts (1), Michigan (1) 
New Jersey (1), New York (4), Oh 1), Penn 
sylvania (3), and Wisconsin (3 
All of these have libraries ranging fror , 
volumes to 19,000, anaverage of 740 Appar 
ently when there is a good pul library in the 
inity the school pays less attention to build 
up a collection of its own. These are 
ly reference libraries, although in some of 
books are circulated at certain times or 


limited period. Frequently the stu 
access to shelves 


for a very 
dents have 

In answer to the question 
udents in the use of reference 


tion 1S given st 


books but one repuerts ** None.” Nine report 
informa! or individual instruction, and 1 

work ranging from informal talks by librariar 
or heads of departments to the compilation by 
students of lists of all books, articles, et in 
the rary on a given topi In several case 
these are putin such form as to be accessibl 
for future use. Ypsilanti reports that book 


are brought into the 


tions made as to their use, relative value, et 











Instruction in tl braries usually dé 
volves upon the li who give t chiefly 
by talks and by assistance Five re 
port special instruction in the use of card cata 
l g, classificati sheil t bulletin-boards 
etc.; 5 report personal a 1, which, as e libra 
rian significantly adds, ‘‘means that we give 


special assistance every day. In Whitewater, 
Wis., the custom of having students serve 
apprentices has been popular, 


Several publish for the use of students circu 


lars of information relating to the library. A 
notal rf | ne is that f the Indiana normal 
sch in w h t forth early and briefly 
the pur and aim the library, with ex 
plana 10 t th ard iti g, ASSil ation, 1 

lexe f periodica et Gree vy. Col n { 
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lition to instruction in the classification system, 
very practically gives advice as to the choice of 
school-room libraries. One enthusiastic grad- 
uate of the New York State Library School 
gives instruction in library work. Several ap- 
pear to think that practice in the use of the 
library is all that is necessary. 

Most satisfactory is it to know that in all but 
two of these institutions instruction is given in 
children’s reading, both recreative and supple- 
mentary. This usually comes under the de- 
partment of methods, and is done chiefly by 
the preparation and discussion by pupils of lists 
of juvenile books. The Wisconsin superin- 
tendent of instruction publishes annually a list 
of books for district school libraries, and after 
these have been read they are discussed by 
pupils. 

rhus it will be seen that although these re- 
plies represent but a fraction of the normal 
schools, and that even in these the work does 
not assume the importance which we believe is 
due to it and hence is not done so methodically 
and systematically as it otherwise would be, 
nevertheless a very considerable beginning has 
been made, which we cannot doubt will be in- 
creased as its advantages are more perceived 
by us. 


IN HIGH SCHOOLS 


I. 
BY ANNE SEYMOUR AMES, LIBRARIAN OF THE MT. 
VERNON SEMINARY, WASHINGTON, D. C. 
So much has been said about the need of 
bibliography in a school curriculum and the 


possibilities of a professorship of books and 
that | to the 


work of one 


reading have confined myself 


specific school, to a personal ex- 
periment made this past year in Washington, 
not in a high school, but in one of the broadest 
in the country. 


and best private institutions 


Its grade is that of Ogontz, its register shows 
the names of about 125 girls, while its library 
is unusually well stocked with reference-books, 
with magazines, bound and current, and with 


The 


librarian was given untrammelled permission to 


standard works of literature and history. 


put her experiment on probation for a year, 
Oct. I, the 


a department 


and by 1897, Washington school 


opened with of bibliology, and 
work was mapped out for the entire year. 
There were four distinct library lines: 1, 
Lectures on books and literary institutions ; 
2, Reading lists in connection with class work ; 


3, Current events by means of talks, discus- 


ns, and daily bulletins ; 4, The regular duties 


a reference librarian. 
By half-past to daily the bulletin-board con- 


ot 
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tained a gleaning of the morning paper's best 
news, grouped usually under the two headings, 
Home. Short 


necessary, were inserted to enlighten obscurities 


Forcign and notes, whenever 
of fact or location, as, for example, in recording 
the annihilation of an Abyssinian army by 
3000 Somali seven lines were added to define 


of 


t )- 
pre 


the location, area, condition, and religion 


Somaliland. Everything that could be 


cured in the way of maps or illustrations was 
utilized. The opening of Congress was signal- 
of 


grouped around Vice-president Hobart for the 


ized by pictures prominent congressmen 
Senate and Speaker Reed for the House, witha 
forecast of important measures likely to be 
passed during the session and a synopsis of the 
president's message. 

There were two general discussions by mem- 
bers of the One the 
tion of Hawaii, and took the form of a public 
The other, on the mayoralty issue in 


school. was on annexa- 


debate. 
New York City, was emphasized because, al- 
though the campaign was local, the principles 
involved were national. Spirited mass-meetings 
were followed by a mock election carried out 
in every detail. 

current events lec- 


The librarian gave four 


tures on: The Spanish war in its geographic 
and international importance, with the relative 
strength of the two navies; Rival claimants 


for the Spanish throne ; Parties and statesmen 
P 


in Spain; Clara Barton and the work of the 
Red Cross. 
There were special bulletin-boards, with maps, 


The 
Alaskan gold 


accounts, for 
The 


Important events of 1897; Necrology of 


Statistics, and condensed 
Behring Sea controversy 
fields ; 


1897 ; The Spanish war. 


A second phase of the library experiment 
was its bibliographic work. Any teacher who 
wished to give her girls suppiementary reading 
in connection with class study could have a 
the 
All the books and magazine articles in the li- 


special shelf in reading-room reserved. 
brary bearing on that subject were put on this 
shelf, and a bibliography giving exact page 
references appended. 

The most direct library feature, however, 
came through the chapel lectures which were 
The 
first eight were on books of reference, and th« 
two things that regulated the choice of topics 
and books from such a bewildering mass of 


given twice a week to the whole school. 














material were the needs of the hool and t 

equipment of the library As far as possibk 
the well-selected books lready t 

reference-shelves were chosen that pract 


use could be substituted for theoretical knowl- 


The first talk was on ‘* How to make periodi 
cal literature available,” and Poole, the ‘* An- 


nual literary index,” and the ‘Cumulative 


index” were all taken up. The second lecture, 


on ** The best encyclopaedias,”’ was made very 
practical, and was supplemented by notes on 
the bulletin-board which the girls copied. For 
instance, in the ‘*‘ Encyclopedia Britannica” 
such facts were brought out as that articles were 
written by specialists ; that large subjects were 
put under one general head, and hence that 
minor topics would not be alphabeted under 
their own name; that there were no biog- 
raphies of living people, and that the in 
volume was indispensable, not only in giving 
minor references, but in grouping all that could 
be found in any volume on that subject. 

A selected list of biographic dictionaries was 


first explained in a lecture on ‘‘ Biography; its 
I gral 


value and text-books,” and then posted on the 
bulletin-board to be copied and used for refer- 
ence. 

Iwo talks were given t ‘Handbooks of 


general information.”” Books of quotations, of 
course, had to have a separate lecture, while 
the subject, ‘‘ How and where to find the best 
and most authoritative current events,” seemed 
to interest the girls especially. 

[The Christmas month suggested book re- 
views, and one of the best booksellers in the 
city cheerfully agreed to exhibit at the school 
on the day of the lecture, all the books that 
were discussed. One talk was on recent ju- 
venile literature, the other five in the course did 
not specialize, the object being to give a pro- 
portion of solid and lighter reading in each 
lecture. 

In the long winter months three courses were 
takenup. The first was on *‘ Three great liter- 
ary institutions”: The French Academy; The 
Sorbonne ; The University of the State of New 
York. The whole school was held responsible 
for these lectures, and a much-dreaded chapel 
quiz came every second or third lecture morn- 
ing. The next course was on ‘‘ The making of 
a book,” and covered nine lectures. The first, 
on ‘‘ Gutenberg and the invention of printing,” 


RATHBONE 


‘ t ect ‘ 
| r ndt k u ( the 

ter Pr t t s f Ita 

( to t \ e | 
behind ther r t Wi nN 
and the Ke tt Ps was an encl 
subject, wh | king ible 
i i am Ww t grea le 
were met again int talks mous r 

There were t ect ‘ | 5 k 
tion ne practica 1 elemet 
history ar processe the ther on n 
illustrator Che last ture in tl 
we) ris,’ w not | ess ne 
fad for book-plates sl} i read at 
many girls of means, what more en t 
Start for aS many persona raries 

Last of all was the irse ¢ —_ ‘ 
homes of book covering eight lectures 


three quizzes, on the following subject 


cient libraries; Medieval libraries; The I 





k 
r 
ting 
gave 
ch 
ric 
Sif 
; ie 
ern 
I 
. 
ippinhs 
at 


tionale ; The St. Petersburg Imperial Library 
[The Vatican; The Library of Congress 

During the coming year the iss-work study 
of books of reference and of leading literary 
magazines in their animus, staff, and book re 
views is to be made a required part of the 
senior course Weekly lectures to the whole 
chool are to be given « rrent events, while 
the bibliograph nd bulletis ird work is te 
be extended, 

While this library venture has been truly 
pioneer and experimental, yet its po} arit 


t 


among the students is its earnest for betterment 


and expansion. 


BY \SEPHINE A ATH ATT INST 
FREE LIBRARY 
As my text | ve taken editor 
appeared in the LIBRAR\ RNA for 


1595 emphasi ing the need for elementary 


ographic aining in high scho« training in 
gral tr : ! g 

the use of ordinary reference-books, diction 
aries, encyclopedias, atlas et N t 
quote, ‘‘ would su instruction add another 


study to an already crowded curriculum 


wisely planned, it could be combined with 
studies, history, geography, English, in 
fashion as to impose little effort and t 


forth admirable results.” But the writer 


ther 
such 
rir 
= 
adds 
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‘it is one of the things that is not being done.” 
I ventured to believe the last statement tu 
weeping, because I knew just such work had 
been carried on successfully in the Pratt In- 


stitute High School for several years, and when 


this opportunity offered I determined to see if 


high schools were not awakening to the 
of 


t ibliogray hic tools. 


other 


importance training their students to use 


Accordingly, lists of questions were sent to 


about 40 of the leading high schools of the 
country asking what were their library facili- 
ties, whether they gave systematic instruction 
f reference-books, to what extent stu- 


in us¢ 


dents were referred to reference-books in con- 


nection with their studies; whether the students 
were encouraged to do collateral reading, to 


look up assigned topics, and collect and sift 
material, using the library as a laboratory; with 
what studies such work was carried on, and 


whether such instruction in the use of the li- 
brary was given by the teachers or by the 
librarian 

Replies were received from about 30 high 
schools, and while some of the answers were 
blank or monosyllabic, many full, generous, de- 
tailed replies showed that such work had been 
done and that the subject was one of interest 
on which much thought had been expended. 
To the question, ‘‘Is there a systematic effort 
in your school to train the students in the use 
of dictionaries, encyclopedias, atlases, etc. ?"’ 


15 high schools replied affirmatively; seven 


others said that it was done incidentally or in 


individual cases; while only six returned a 


negative or blank response. In four cases it 


was stated that more systematic work in this 
direction was planned for the coming year or 
in the near future. 

It seemed a hopeful sign that in those high 
schools where the best work was done the posi- 
tion of librarian was of recognized importance. 
In three cases the librarian had full charge of 
the work of training students in the use of the 
librarians 


library, and in five other cases the 


assisted the teachers. It is not so very long 


ago that the care of the college library was 
incidental to some professorship, and to now 
find high schools with their own librarians is 
A table 


the answers to these questions is 


indeed encouraging. showing full 
of 


appended. 
In the Pratt Institute High School this train- 


details 
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ing in the use 
lepartments of English and his 
in the freshman year 


1. To 


show the student how to study; togive 


familiarity with dictionaries, encyclopedias 
atlases; to make clear their arrangement, in- 
dices, etc.; to use them in map-drawing and 


laboratory work. 


2. To introduce the students to the library 
for laboratory work throughout the course. (@) 
To 


To reference-books, Poole’s index, 


routine of the circulating department; (¢) 
bic graphical 
dictionaries, etc.; (c) To the photographs and il 
lustrated books in the art reference department. 

3. Such laboratory work to consist of library 
., reports based on work done in the 
the 


reports (4. 
library) on themes suggested by work. 
Effort at brief original composition, including, 
besides the regular routine: (a) Sifting material 
(4) Letter-writing; (c) Brief biographies; (d@) Word 
histories; (¢) Original imaginative work. 

In the sophomore and junior years the labo- 
(a) Written class 


reports; (4) Oral summaries of reading done; (c) 


ratory work is increased by 


Reading aloud of selections made from authori- 


ties found in the library; (@) Reference-lists 
compiled by students in the library. 
of the 


introducing the freshman class to the library. 


The second week year is devoted t 


The students are brought over in small sections, 
taken to the different departments, shown the 
use of the card catalog, are taught where to find 


ural hical 


the dictionaries, encyclopedias, bi 
reference-books and atlases, and each pupil is 
given some problem to look up connected with 
the lessons of the previous week. 

To stimulate interest in language, and at the 
same time to take the student to the reference- 
books, the teacher tells them the derivation of 
words having an interesting story, like eho 
narcissus, and tells them to find out and bring 
into class the history of other words. In re- 
sponse to the inevitable question, ‘‘ But where 
shall we find them?” they are told how to use 
the dictionaries, encyclopedias, classical dic 
tionaries, etc. Thus the desire is createc 
and they soon learn to use the books that meet 
their An to the atlases 


follows a request that the students bring in 


first, 


needs. introduction 
maps illustrating some book they are reading in 
class, as ‘‘ Tales of atraveller,” or ‘‘ Ivanhoe, 

or the requirement of a map in which the lo- 


cation of Sherwood forest may be seen. 

















Later on comes practice in collecting and sift- 
ing material for brief biographies. Facts are 
lents and assorted 





collected by sev 
sifted, and arranged by an editor (each student 
inturn). Distinguishing characteristics of the 
person chosen for subject, incidents showing 
habits, thought, etc., are retained; lists of dates, 
traits common to most men, prosy details, are 
rejected, and the whole woven into a complete 
sketch. Debates on subjects germane to their 
work form part of the course in junior English, 
reparation for which creates a demand for 


Poole’s index,”’ Matson's References for lit- 


erary workers,” and ‘‘ Briefs for debate 
ortant part in 


Laboratory work plays an im{ 





the historicalcourses as well. At the beginning 
of each course talks are given on the reference 
ind standard books of the subject, and eval 
ated lists furnished each student for collateral 
reading, reports on the progress of such read- 
ing being made from time totime. Special 
topics are assigned each student to report 
Preliminary to making his report a list of 
articles on the special subjects compiled by him 
at the library is submitted to the teacher, and 
itis required that each report be accompanied by 
a list of the authorities on which it was based 
As a result of the bibliographic training thus 
received the reference librarian testifies that 
the pupils of the high school are the most per- 
sistent, faithful, and intelligent users of the 
library. That such work, instead of increasing 
the burdens of the students, adds new zest, 
interest, and life to their studies, one has only 
to visit the class-rooms of the Pratt Institute 


High School to become convinced 
REPORT ON LIBRARY WORK IN HIGH HOOLS. 


The following questions were sent to certain 
high schools 

1. Have the students of the high school free 
access to a library either 

(a) Connected with the school itself, or 

(6) A free public library 

2. Is there a systematic effort to train the 
students in the use of dictionaries, encycl 
dias, atlases, etc. ? 

3. Are they referred to the important refer- 
ence-books in connection with the different 
subjects of instruction? 

4. Are the students encouraged to do col- 
lateral reading in connection with their work, to 
look up assigned t pics, to collect and sift ma- 
terial, using the library asa laboratory in which 
to experiment? 

5. Have you any special methods for carry- 
ing on such work, as lectures, problems, et 
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6. In ex t vith w pecial branche 
f t f s work irried 
I uction ven members of 
your teaching force or by pers onnected 
with the library 
ELECTED A ! EI . 

uestion I 

1. A free | library, suy ted by board 
f ed ition, | ted in high s t ling 

2. Besides severa raries in the sct I 
building, and the publ cl library, each 
class-room is equit 1 wit Webster's n 
abridged,’’ four ency ias, several atlases 


teers, Hayden's ‘‘I 
Pupils use New 


} 
yi on t il 
York Free Circulating 


Library toa certain extent, and special pri 


ges are | ped torint 
4. School opened in 


5. Next year school 
ing, where there will b 
more systematic efiort 


brary. 


6. There is an unsys 
sequent result dey 
and these vary in their 


he near future 





September, 1% a ind 
has not yet been organ 

ll enter a new build 
ea reference-room and 


to teach pupils the us¢ 


tematic effort, and con 
} 


endent on department heads, 


! 
requirements 





7. A definite system, thoug! templated, 
has tas yet been undertaken 

8. In every study the use of the library is 
encouraged. In somes ts the t er pro 
vides a kind of card catalog of topics by cross- 
references to such iter as we ha 

». Librarian gives talks to students ir ups 
an loes 1 lual work We s 
ha more systematic work after this year than 
has been practicable in t past. 

I he school librarian meets each clas 
the library two or three times at the beginning 
of the year At these meetings the use of the 
works of reference is explained, the different 
lepartments of the library are taken up some- 
what in detail, the books shown and commented 
ul and practical exercises are given to train 
the puptis in the matters present d 

rs. 2 some extent there is room for im 
provement. They use the books dard if not wed. 

12. There is an effort to do so through talks 
and sending pupils to the library to do some 
reference work [he school enters a new 
building next fal n which there will be a 
reference rary ré and it is } ed this will 
fford further training mor ystemat 
way than n Ww i s C 
(/uestion 

13. It is the pract r teachers to prefer 
that their student ect their material 
from standard work spe subjects rather 
than from er | s, et 

€ er f ve Vv he f ts 
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14. Mor nerally done in some departments 
than in other 

destion 4 

15. With exception of word ‘laboratory 

16. Material for term essays for nearly all 
( rses except mathematics is furnished by the 

rary. Collateral reading required, in litera- 
ture English, and science. In English, a 
ertain number of books required to be re- 
ported on, 

17. School board supplies a number of books 


reading. The students are 


for supplemental 1e€ 
l 1 read; it 


not only encouraged to is a require- 
ment. Collecting and sifting material is work 
for mature minds. 

18. Every teacher advises her pupils with 


judicious use of the 


regard t ae l 
follow her advice. 


1 


KS Oo 


ntinual and 
and requires them t 
Besides several thousand books of our 
hawe a special set of 2000 books. 
ire in sets of 30, mostly in literature, 
German, English, and Latin, so that a 
may take the entire set at one time. 

20. Course 6 in history (English) and course 
8 in history (American) consist almost entirely 
of this kind of we ; 

21. In the 
this method 


Ig. 
own 


These 


we 


class 


nd history departments 
ised, t as to leave 
a good opportunity for independent reading on 
books they select and on which they report. 


ut s 





(J/uestion Ss 

22. One teacher gives one or more talks on 
the use of dictionaries. The assistant librarian 
f the library of Michigan University asked 
and received permission from the board of 
education t give a series of talks to the 
students of the high sch¢ but pressure of 
work has so far prevented its accomplishment. 








22. Regular drill inthe use of the library for 
such purposes has been contemplated and will 
probably be carried out in the near future. 

24. Special topical work, giving each pupil 
the opportunity of individual study of some one 
subject 

25. Much of our essay work in the third year 
is based on history. 

26. Not yet established, but we are working 
toward that end. 

27. In the biological and physical depart 

ents the pupils are expected to prepare lec- 


tures, the material for which comes partly 
from laboratory work and partly from re- 
search in the library, the books to be used 
being generally named to then his is also 


done in the dey 


partment of history, where topics 
ire assigned for investigation. It is a method 
very largely followed in the classical depart- 
ment. 


helpful, pertaining 


which the attention 
r some little time, 


Lists of works especially 
to any general 
of the pu 


subjects, to 


directed fi 


pils is 
pils i 





ire usually posted in the recitation-rooms where 
such work is being done. A catalog of the 
books in each department is also found in the 
rooms belonging to such department. The 


done under the direction of the 


work is all 
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librarian, who is a member of the teaching 
force, 

28. Writing of themes and essays in prepara- 
tion of which collateral reading is necessary. 
In history, students are required to prepare a 
progressive series of historic maps. 

». We have had no formal lectures or 
problems, but informal talks in the separate 
school-rooms. There is a strong effort 
made to train pupils to use the very valuable 
free public library in this city. Lists of refer- 
ences to good books in this library are being 
printed and distributed, and these books are 
placed in a separate department of the publi 
library where pupils may have free access to 
them. Pupils are expected to read at least one 
of these books a month. 

Also, our teachers hand 
used for reference in 


being 


lists of books to be 
with cl: 


connection ASS 
work to the librarians, who kindly p'ace the 
books on different tables in the reference- 
room of the library for the free use of the 


pupils. 

The lady at the head of the history depart- 
ment this school found out that the publi 
reading-room was not used by pupils as it 
should be. She required each of her pupils to 
make for her an original plan of the reading- 
room. Inthis way the pupils were obliged to 
become familiar with the room, which might be 
the first step toward its use. 

his school enters a new building next fall, 
in which there will be a reference library roon 
and it is hoped that this will afford further 
training in a more systematic way than is now 


in 


ssible. 





po At the beginning of this school year 
all the pupils in the school were required to fill 
out blanks concerning their reading during the 
long vacation Although some very good 


reading was done, especially by the enm/erin 
class, it was evident that the public library was 
t used Next year some 
talks may be given to pupils on the subject. 


as it should be. 


ne 
n 


(/uestton 7 

30. No answer will do full 
librarians or teachers, 
the subject and our failure 
realize the value of an affirmative 

1estion 2. 

31. The library aids us greatly by reserving 
such books as any teacher may desire in alcoves 
they may be consulted. We have never 
arranged for instruction; it could be done 
to advantage 


In all 


classes direct 


justice to either 
owing to the novelty of 
until this moment to 
answer to 





where 


such 


history, rhetoric, and literature 
instruction in use of the library 
is given. Next year we propose greatly ex- 
tending the work of the librarian, who l 
meet all the students of the school. 

33. One teacher takes charge of the library 
and assists any who need it in their work. 


29 


} 
wil 


34. This informal instruction or effort to 
interest and train pupils to use the publi 
library is largely the work of teachers, but the 
librarians are interested in it and are very 


helpful. 




















N 
N 
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BY G. T. LITTLE, BOWDOIN COLLEGE LIBRARY. 


the advantage, in 
their re Sper tive college faculties, of a number 
the 


and 


Co.vece librarians have 


who are directly interested in 
the 


whose assistance in accomplishing this end can 


of experts 


proper use of library by students, 


and ought to be obtained. Real, active, and 
continuous co-operation between professors and 
librarian is essential to successful work in this 
direction. 


Without attempting to elaborate a statement 


with which all will agree, I wish to mention 
three points which personal experience has 
forced upon my attention. 

The first is, the need, in some cases, of very 


elementary instruction. In every freshman 


class there are a few students, otherwise well 


prepared, who think that an English dictionary 
is merely to show them how to spell a word, 
who rarely consult an encyclopedia, and who 


never heard of 


‘** Poole’s index.” Upon them 
the ordinary introductory lecture, setting forth 
the varying character and scope of dictionaries 
and encyclopedias, is almost wasted. Yet to 
such the librarian especially owes his aid, as 
does a teacher to the pupil that does not realize 
he is near-sighted. Unfortunately, the remedy 
is not so simple asa prescription from the oculist. 


lo apply it means great expenditure of tact, of 


time, and of toil. When there is good ma- 
terial in the patient, the glory of the cure is 
worth the trouble it has cost. 

My second point is, that sometimes a ten- 
dency appears in college students to neglect or 
underrate the authority of ordinary books of 


reference. This ina measure may be due t 


modern methods of instruction. In breaking 


away from the text-book, and in seeking infor- 
mation from actual experiment or from original 


sources, the immature mind is occasionally con- 


fused as to the best channel in which to ob- 


tain new facts. The professor in history gives 


a boy a topic for investigation. He charges 


him not to go to the encyclopedias or general 


statement from 


histories, but to 


verify every 
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first-class, if possible from the original, authori- 
ties. The lad remembers his instructor's slight- 
ing allusions to mere compilations, and forgets 
that the purpose of the exercise was to train his 
selection, and ex- 


own powers of judgment, 


pression. Hence he has recourse to the cen- 
sus of the United States to find the population 
which 


at his elbow, would give him just as 


Lippincott’s gazetteer, 


of some town 
standing 
well. He asks for an exhaustive work on the 
wants is 


in other colleges to 


flora of Switzerland, when all he 


know the scientific name of alpen-rosen. 


writes letters to friends 


ascertain their college colors, though a more 

authoritative statement is at hand in the World 

almanac. 
The college 


able amount of reference 


librarian, by having a consider 


work done under his 


own eye and in replying to ons ask 


quest 


pulse to go to the 


him, can keep this laudable in 
' i 


bottom of things from interference with the 


more usual and expeditious methods of obtair 
ing desired information. 
My third 


constant efiort to 


that there should be 


the 


dent. 


point is, 
number f 


Ce Ile ge 


increase 


reference-books used by the stu 


boys are naturally lazy Having become 
accustomed to one reference-book which is 
fairly responsive to their inquiries, they do not 
trouble themselves to get acquainted w 

another of the same class. Now, however ex 


cellent a reference-book may be, it should n 


be allowed to act as a barrier against other 


supplementary works. For instance, in search 
ing for brief articles I find many students in- 
clined to stop short after consulting ‘* Poole’s 
index Nor is it to be expected, perhaps, that 
they should pass on to use the ‘‘A. L. A. ir 

dex,” the catalog of the library of the Peabody 
Institute, or the subject index of the library « 

the University of California, unless they have 
been previously encouraged to use these v 


umes as possible helpers. In a word, besides 


introducing your students to well-known per 


sonages on the reference shelves, see that the 
have at least a speaking acquaintance wit! 


others not so famous. 




















BOOKS FOR 


BY H. M. UTLEY, 


LIBI 
“T’HE fact that there are several distinct forms 

of types used in printing books for the blind 
complicates somewhat the question of supply- 
ing them for use in public libraries. Ordinarily 
a library which undertakes t 
of such 


eral systems of print, and so it is certain to dis 


) provide a supply 


books cannot do so in each of the sev- 


ders. It is unfortunate, 


that 


appoint some rea 
, 


though not surprising, there should be a 


variety of forms of printing. These have been 


by persons 


| have 


All 


the systems in use in this country have been de- 


invented independently whi 


become intensely interested in the matter. 


veloped during the current century. In fact, 


most of them have reached their 


present stage 


in quite recent years. They have been under- 


process of evolution. They are now 
being tested on an extended scale and are likely 
the 


hope that within the next 25 


going a 


to illustrate survival of the fittest. 


We 


educators will have settled down upon the one 


again 


may years 


thought to be on the whole best adapted to the 


1 





purpose, and then the present complication wi 
have disappeared. What the winning system 
will be is a matter of opinion. It is 


is not worth our while 


a question 


which it to discuss here. 


he pioneer of these various forms of 


ing was Valentin Haiiy, who in 1786 issued in 


Paris his first book embossed with letters close- 


2 | 


ly resembling the beautiful legal manuscript 
the time. The book was produced with very 
great labor, the printed pages being gummed 


back to back 
a letter printed by 


Hatiy admits that he 
Mile 


from type made for her by one Kempellen, but 


together 

had seen Paradies 
before that time had ever tried seriously 
the blind. * 


Following this achievement of Hatiy various at- 


no one 


to make printing available for 


tempts at printing were made, both in England 
and in this country, notably atthe Pennsylvania 
Institution for the Blind, with types modelled 
somewhat after the same forms. In this latter 
institution the type ultimately assumed almost 
exactly the form of Roman capitals. In Great 


Britain an alphabetic system was devised by 


James Gall, a printer of Edinburgh, using only 


Wagazine, 1 37 


* Mary C. Jonesin Scribner's 





OTLEY. 


THE 


ARIAN OF TH 





BLIND. 


the lower-case letters f the Romar alphabet, 
modifying tl utlines slightly int angles 
his was later superseded by the alphabet i: 


the most part arbitrary syt Is, using the Ro- 
man letters as bases A cons rable number 


of books were printed in the Moon type, and it 


' i 

is used to this day quite extensively in Eng 
land. Dr. S. G. Howe, of Boston, devised an 
alphabet about years ag ng both R in 
capitals and lower case, modified into slightly 
angular shape. This form of printing has been 
the most extensively used of any in this coun- 
try in recent years, and is quite largely e1 

ployed at the present time rhe Friedlander 


system first used in the Pennsylvania Institu 


tion was subsequently modified so as to include 
both capitals and lower case, « 


ber of books have been printed in Philadelphia 


to these 
systems of embossed letters, of the 
Moon type or the Boston or Philadelphia forms. 
that 


exceedingly 


[hey occupy so much space the volumes 
bulky 


produced are necessarily 


Of course, the printing can be upon one side of 
the page only; the letters must be large and 
distinct from each other. Some idea of the 


character of this printing may be gathered in 


the fact that Bible printed in the 
Moon thick folio 
Then, it is found that the reading of this 


the whole 


type makes 65 volumes. 
print 
is exceedingly slow and tedious, even in the 
rhe 


entirely over each letter to 


case of experts fingers must be passed 


getits exact shape, 


and this requires time. Persons whose fingers 


! 


have become calloused with work or with age 


gre 
upon a light manila 


make out the letters with at difficulty, if at 


" 


all rhe books are printed 


paper, which is strong and presents a hard 
surface. But with much reading the letters 
become worn down so as to be illegible 


A most serious objection to these systems of 
Roman letters or variations of them is that they 
cannot be written by blind persons Mil 


of An- 


levised 


Mulot, of Ecole des Jeunes Aveugles, 


gers, France, has, wever, recently 
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frame, or stylographic guide, by means of 
which a blind person can write upon a sheet of 
common note paper, printing the ordinary form 
of letter. The 


placed upon a sheet of blotting paper with a 


paper to be written upon is 


sheet of carbon paper between. The stylus 
brings the letters out in relief upon the note 
paper, so that they can be easily read by the 
blind ; they are also slightly colored by the car- 
bon paper, and so are easily read by the eye. 
[his system is claimed to have great advan- 
tages over any system of arbitrary characters 
read by those who have 
learned them. World 
of April, 1895, laments that this system has not 


which can only be 
A writer in the Catholic 
received recognition from teachers of the blind 
in France, which neglect he attributes to jeal- 
ousy. In fact, the element of jealousy appears 
to have entered largely into the adoption and 
rejection of the several systems. Even Dr. 
Howe could see nothing of good in any system 
but hisown. Apparently the battle of the sys- 
tems is still on, and this must be taken into the 
account by any library which is considering the 
question of supplying books for the blind. 


The systems which now meet with most 
favor among educators of the blind in this 
country are the Braille and the New York 
point. The former is not exactly the system 


proposed by Louis Braille, about 1836, but is a 
modification of it, 
of a 
ISi9. 
same through all the madifications. 


as his was an adaptation 
by 
he principle, however, remains 


Barbier in 
the 


system invented Charles 
This con- 
sists of combinations of six dots or points in 
two parallel vertical lines of three each. These 
six points can be combined to give 63 different 
signs, including accents, punctuation, figures, 
After 
ised 


this leaves a margin for a number of phonetic 


algebraic musical notation, etc. 


signs, 
the 26 letters of our alphabet have been 
word or syllable signs of most frequent use. 
rhe New York point, 
tion of Mr. William B. Wait, superintendent of 


so called, is the inven- 


the New York Institution for the Blind, who, 
some 30 years ago, adopted the principles of 
the Braille point. He discarded, however, the 
fixed cell and placed his six points in two 
horizontal, instead of vertical, lines. The ad- 
vantage of this is found in a combination of 


cells as well as points, and it is claimed also a 
saving of space, though this latter claim is not 
universally conceded. 


The space gained in printing in points as 
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against the line letter is enormous. Although 
the printing can be upon one side of the leaf 
only, one of Shakespeare's plays is given com- 
plete in an oblong 12mo about 3 inches thick. 
The printing is upon bond paper of fine texture 
and stands use for a very long time without 
becoming defaced. The paper is not perforated, 
but is so indented as to bring out the points in 
sharp relief. On account of the embossed sur- 
faces it is necessary to fill out the back of the 
book with stubs 
thick and apparently bulky, but it is very light 


This makes the book quite 


and not at all troublesome to hold in the hand. 
The ease and rapidity with which point print 
The 
points are so distinct that the finger covers a 


be read 


can are greatly in its favor. 
whole character at once and recognizes it im- 


mediately. One familiar with the letters can 
read almost as rapidly as common print is read 
with the eye. I personally know of a case in 


which a man upwards of 60 years of age, 
becoming entirely blind within the last three 
years from the effects of la grippe, learned the 
Braille alphabet within a few days and is now 
able to read books printed in that type with 
tolerable fluency. He had been a workingman 
all his life, and his hands, hardened with toil, 
were far from sensitive, as might be expected 
in one of his age. He could make out nothing 
whatever of books printed in the line letter. 

A library contemplating supplying books for 
blind readers is not only confronted with the 


‘ 


serious problem of the system, or systems, of 


print which it will furnish, but it should also 
carefully study the question of the probable 
books. The United States 


the average 


demand for such 
census of 1890 gives number of 
blind persons of all ages in a population of 
1,000,000 for the whole United States as 805 
for the North Atlantic 
the North Central 


probability a considerable number of these are 


division as 777; and 


division, as 783. In all 


of extreme old age and so would never be- 
come readers of library books. The 
census of Michigan gave the state a popu- 
lation, June 1, 1894, of 2,241,641. Of this 
population, 1484 are reported blind. But of 
the blind, 56 were under 10 years of age and 


leaving 925 between 


latest 


503 were over 70 years, 


the ages of 10 and 70 years who might become 
possible readers of library books. The same 
census shows 86 blind persons between 10 and 
70 years of age in Wayne County, in which 


the city of Detroit is situated. 

















Al 


In 1896 the Detroit Public Library rced 
por ts shelves 110 volumes for t 
Of these, 66 volumes, all printed in the B 
type, were purchase 1 at a cost of $ro 14 
volumes ll line lette ither the Bos 
volume all in line ietter of either the »OS8 


ton or Philadelphia pattern, were donated by 
blind friends. Special efforts were made t 
advertise the fact that the library had a suf 
ply of books for the blind. The newspapers 
were very kind in this matter, and through 


strumentality the names and addresses 


their in 





f many blind persons were obtained and per- 
sonal interviews were had with them. No 
restrictions were placed on the use of the 
books and no formalities were required. They 
were loaned out upon cards or they were al- 
lowed to be taken without any security, and 


to be 
county. 


1 


n 


taken outside the city, anywhere in the 
Mich ol for 


lonated copi 


he igan Scho the 


indly « number of 





a 


Braille alphabet upon separate sheets, and 
these were loaned to persons who did not know 
that system and wished to learnit. The library 

)7 showed the use of 77 ks, 





> type. number of 


them I c: 





but certainly it was less than 20, 

My observation in this matter has convinced 
me that most blind persons are exceedingly shy 
and sensitive, so far as their misfortune is con- 
cerned. While a few are bold and appear to g¢ 
about without much difficulty, most are quite 
helpless. Some one must lead them, and a 
lesire for a book must be very earnest and 

MUSEUMS OF ART, H 
I. 
CYRUS ADLER, LIBRARIAN OF THE SMITHSONIAN 


INSTITUTION, 


y of the museum depends upon 


a he E efficien 
and the 


the method of arrangement or 
rectness and quantity of information furnished 
y the label. 

said the 


to the public, with each object, t 
, 


museum,” 


‘* An efficient educati 


na 
late Dr. G. Brown Goode, the most distinguished 
muscum administrator of his time, ‘‘ may be de- 


scribed asa collection of instructive labels, each 


llustrated by a well-selected specimen.” 
good 
library for its own staff and a small collection 


Every museum requires a working 


of popular books relating to the exhibits ac- 
cessible to every visitor without restriction. 








LER, 


some trier n t very s¢ Sacrificing 
sper i th time ind take tl tr ie to escort 
t to the library for the purpose of making 
selection I have knowr es where members 
f the family 1 not spare the time and ki 
neighbors have lunteered 

The tast t ] aders thus far ap- 
pears to! to poetry ar work wi n 
ate the imaginat S! kespeare § play ire 
ways I iema a and OemMs fl rot 
Longfellow, Bryant, and Lowell show more use 
than any volum« f history or theology l 
blind childrer even those we i im ipe 
seem most delighted with tl tales from the 
Phousand-and-one Nights, with Cinderella and 
similar literature, commonly absort by the 
average child when quite young. 

In my opinion a public library white h 
placed on its shelves books for the blind should 


give them as extended useas possible. I should 


t hesitate to send out a book by mail to any 
part of the state, even if I were to pay the 
postage myself Che books are not heavy and 
if well wrapped will suffer no injury inthe ma 
One library might well pply all the blind 
readers in a state or in a large sectior For 
that reason it wil e wise for any library 
before entering upon the project of lying 

.oks for the blind to be certain that 1 ther 
library in its vicinity is already supplying 
the whole demand This work might well 
be handled by a State library, especially by 
one whicl iS an organized system of travel- 


ISTORY, AND SCIENCE. 





The museum is, above all other agencies, the 
most valuable ally of the library It awaken: 
the visitor to a new interest in objects which he 
would never take up in books, and it serves t 
vivify the impressions already re ved fron 
the printed word 

In small communities the museum and library 
should go hand in hand. In large communitie 
they must be differentiated 

he collections shown s ways lig 
nified, and of permanent, not ephemeral, value 
A small llection of ¢ 1 historical portrait 
or autographs is worth more than a wall-full of 
faddish posters. 

Every library ntains on its shelves museun 


material. If it p rare 


valuable bindings or manus 


ssess early or imprints, 


ript, they uld 
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All illustrated 


works should have the plates removed 


be exhibited in cases. finely 
and 
placed on exhibition ; such works are, again to 
Dr. 


querading as books.” 


quote Goode, ‘‘ museum specimens mas- 
They will then be seen 
by a hundred persons where but one would 


otherwise have examined them. 


Il. 
BY MARY MEDLICOTT, REFERENCE LIBRARIAN CITY 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 


In these days when the public library is often 
‘“*the people's university"’ we see more 
and that the of 
literature, art, and science must be found work- 
ing hand-in-hand for the instruction and educa- 


Also, in these days of tech- 


called 


more three sister-branches 


tion of the people. 
nical training and object lessons for all classes 
of scholars, from the very youngest of kinder- 
gartners to the most advanced of women’s 
clubs, it is not enough to provide books for 
reading or even for study. We need to illus- 
trate such study by the sight and the handling 
of the very things we study about. But is 
this any part of the function of a public library? 
Does not the very derivation of the word ‘“‘li- 
imply that it deals only with books? 


denote a 


brary” 


and does not the word ‘‘ museum” 
building or collection devoted to the study or 
worship of the muses, among the old titulary 
divinities / 

Read whut is said on the subject by Edward 
S. Morse in the Atlantic Monthly for July, 1893 
**It certainly is time to direct public attention 
to the importance of the museum as an ad- 
junct to the public library. The tendencies of 
modern public-school education, which intro- 
duce Sloyd as part of its work, and ask for 
pictures and casts to decorate the barren walls 
the 


of the school-room, indications that 


found, in a modest way, mu- 


are 
time is ripe to 
seums of science, art, and history in our smaller 
towns and villages. 

** The absence of a public demand for muse- 
ums in the past has arisen from the methods of 
from books and 
the 


Agassiz said 


public instruction. Lessons 
tiresome lot 
‘The 


pupil studies Nature in the school-room, and 
find 


not from nature have been 


of school children. 
out-of-doors he cannot 


when he goes 


her.’ This undeniable condition of many 
schools in the land emphasizes the necessity 
of museums where the may verify 


some of the lessons learned at school. Thomas 


objects 
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Greenwood expresses his belief that the mu- 
| 


seum of the future must stand side by side 


with the library and the laboratory as a part 
of the teacher's equipment of the college and 
the university, and in the great cities co-op- 
erate with the public library as one of the 
principal agencies for the enlightenment of the 
Mr. the 


public library is established primarily for edu- 


people.” Morse says again "a 


cational purposes, surely the public museum 
should come in the same category. The po- 
tency of an object in conveying information 
beyond all pages of description is seen in the 
fact that in the museum a simple label asso- 
ciated with a veritable object is often sufficient 
the 


Instead of 


to tell the story at a glance; eye seizes 


the essentials at once.” quoting 


more, let me advise any who have not read 


this valuable paper to do so at once; those 
will like to 


It has been reprinted in pam- 


who have read it do so again in 
this connection. 
phlet form, and is called ‘‘ If a public library, 
why not a public museum?” 

We are doing some work in connection with 
our own library that may be of interest in these 
are only taking 

for 


such work grows wonderfully when you once 


though 
the very initial steps in this line of work — 
l 


lines - probably we 


begin it. 

In the first place let me explain our almost 
unique position in the field, giving us greater 
freedom of action, and so increased opportuni- 


ties for work. The governing power of our 
library is in the hands of the City Library 
Association, a corporate body which elects direc- 
tors from its own members. Three of the num- 
ber are taken ex-officio from the city govern- 
ment, including the mayor and superintendent 
of schools. Thus we are in touch with the 
political and educational sides of the city life. 
This association holds all the property of the 
library — buildings, books, etc. The city gov- 
ernment makes a yearly appropriation (and a 
generous one) toward the running expenses of 
the library, which is utterly free to all the 
So it is a public library, 
We 


have some endowment funds besides, which are 


people in the city. 
while not under city government control. 


gradually being increased, and this condition of 
affairs works in two ways, both as regards 
library and museum. The generous appropria- 
tion from the city each year leads individuals t 
give money, books, works of art, or specimens of 
science to keep pace with the public spirit thus 
officially shown. The public spirit and gener- 








osity of individual members of the association 
ffer a strong reason to the city government 
for dealing generously and in a broad-mind« 
spirit with the needs of the library. All th 
applies also to the work of the museum, which 
has been founded by individual gifts 

The museum work dates back nearly 40 years, 
when the ‘‘ Museum of Natural Science, Art, 


and Curiosities "’ was established and located in 


the city hall in connection with the city library. 
When the library was moved into its own home 
in 1871 the museum was given one room in the 
. same building. In 1895 the new museum of art 


and science immediately adjoining our library 





and forming part of it, was opened to the pub- 
lic. Now, in 1898, we are inthe midst of erect- 
ing a third building for a museum of natural 
history, leaving building no. 2 for an art mu- 
seum, with lecture-rooms, et Thus the acorn 
is growing into the oak, with far-reaching 
branches and roots. 

I have said the museum is under the same 


care and management as the library. rhe 





librarian is the director of one and all, witha 
curator and assistants for each museum. The 
curator of the natural history museum is the 
rh school. The 


curator of the art museum is the gentleman to 





head science-teacher in the | 


whose munificence we owe most of the treasures 
contained in the building, and thus, in large 
measure, the building itself. These art collec- 
ions consist chiefly of specimens of Oriental 
art, of great variety, and are most useful in 
illustrating industrial art Bronzes, wrought 
ronwork, majolica, ivory carvings, tapestries, 
are a few of the subjects represented. We are 
soon to have a set of casts for practi al use in 
drawing and kindred lines of work. Some of 
the best books upon art, and containing repre- 
sentations of the pictures of artists of all times, 
are placed in the library of the art museum, 
many of them having been transferred from the 
main library. The Arundell collection of pic- 
tures is also there, Ongania’s great work on 
San Marco, and many others. 

[The Museum of Natural History contains, 
among other material, valuable specimens of 
woods, not only a set of Hough's woods, 
mounted in frames, so that they can be studied 
from both sides, but other specimens of woods 
in different forms and stages of preparation for 
use — from the section with bark on one side 
to the polished slice cut across and lengthwise. 
Also we have some beautiful specimens of 


birds, with their appropriate settings or sur- 
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roundings of boug!] r rasses tree and 
held These were prepar by Mrs. Mogridg« 
who has done g 1 work for the Field Col 

in Museum, the Muss f Natur History 
n New York, and also for the Smit nian It 
stitutior These are all the gifts of individuals, 
and include a few only of the va is kinds of 
material showr 

Library and museum work together, and for 
purpos f study weca n each other for aid, 





For our S ay exhibits of picture nd book 
in any special line, or on some subject of current 
interest, we use mater the best f the pur 
pose wherever we can find it In the rary 
we make up lists to aid in geological work n 





in connection with the 
or for the use of lecturers on any of thes 
topics, or similar ones, in the lecture-rooms 
of the building. Some specimens of this work 
may be seen in the exhibit of educational 
material. 

The teachers of drawing hold weekly classes 


in the lecture-rooms, and we can aid them both 


from library and art museum with pictures and 
other material to illustrate their teaching 

The museum is open a part of every day, and 
is as free to visitors as the library of which it 
is a part This in itself is a means of educa 
tion, and is being more and more appreciated 
especially as it is open on all holidays 

Another instance f co-operation between 
library and museum may be given Lately, a 
well-known teacher of private school in the 
city died after years of service. Her pupils 


wished to erect some memorial of her work, 
and preferred that it should be in connection 
with the library The memorial is to take the 
form of a library for the natural history mu- 
seum, and it is hoped to make it a working 
library in this department, containing the best 
and most valuable books in these branches of 
science. It will be known as the ‘‘ Catherine 
Howard Memorial Library," and will be housed 
in its own beautiful room in the new natural 
history museum. Itis another instance of the 
saying that to him who hath more shall be 
given. 

I have only touched on a few of the lines of 
mutual work as we are finding them develoy 
between library and museum, and are finding 
them also most valuable aids to education and to 
the intellectual life of the city. How the coming 
years shall develop this work we are waiting 


and hoping to see. 



















HOW CAN CENTRAL AND BRANCH WORK BEST BE CO-ORDINATED 


Y ARTHUR E, BOSTWICK, LIBRARIAN ( 


“T ‘HE central library, in a system of small li- 

braries, is not an essential feature, but 
only an accident; or, rather, it is an outgrowth 
of conditions that are not necessary, although 
they are general. The history of most libra- 
1 ‘‘ branch ” itself 


ies, is that of a centrally located institution 


ries with branches, asthe wot 


Im 


intended at first to do the library work fora 
whole town, but ultimately, either by reason of 
the growth of the place or of the enlarged ideas 
of the management, found to be inadequate to 
its task 

[o remedy matters the most natural course 


in such a case has I 


een to supplement the work 
f the main establishment by smaller, subsidi- 
iry stations, or libraries, in those parts of the 
city not reached by the former. According to 
the degree of dependence on the central library 
these took the form of delivery stations, dis- 
tributing stations, or true branches. But, in 
most cases, owing to the mode of development 
as outlined above, they have retained their sub- 
sidiary character, and the parent library re- 
mains always the main or central library. 

Phat this line of development, though usual, 
is neither necessary nor universal is shown by 
the history of library growth in New York 
City, which is most instructive in connection 
with the present subject. 

Chere is no one institution in New York that 


loes all the kinds of library work done by the 


public libraries of Boston, or Chicago, or St. 
Louis. The reference work is done by the New 
York Public Library, and the circulation work by 
several institutions. Given in order of size these 
are the New York Free Circulating Library, 
with 10 branches ; the Aguilar, with four ; and 
the Cathedral, with four ; besides several others 
with only one. None of thes« has a central 
library in the same sense that the great libra- 


ries at Boston or Chicago have ; and the rea- 


son, in this case, too, is an historical one. 

Our own institution began with a small lend- 
ing library all that the funds at the disposal 
of the projectors would permit. It was in- 


' 
tended to do only local work. When oppor- 


tunity offered, another similar library was 


founded in a different locality, and so on, till at 
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THE N. Y. FREE Cll LATING LIBRARY. , 


present we have 10 of them, all strictly co- 
ordinate ; none subordinate to any other. 
It is obvious that to cover such cases as this 
—and in New York they are the only cases , 


} 


our subject must be slightly broadened and our 


question recast, so as to read ‘‘How can 











branch library work be best co-ordinated?” 
And the first thing that we shall have to discuss . 
is whether we shall have a central library at 
all. For most libraries this has been answered 
by the logic of events. Boston and Chicago 
have central libraries; New York has none. 
But there are growing places where the ques- 
tion is still a live one places that have now 
but one library and that will need half a dozen 
in the near future. Shall the first library be 
treated as a central library, leaving the others 
to act a subsidiary part, or shall they be made 
co-ordinate with it 
Ihe special functions performed by a central 
library and its staff may be divided into twe 
classes — general administrative functions and 
purely library functions. Among the former I 
should class the work of the librarian's office, 
the cataloging work, the purchase of books, 
binding and printing. The latter include gen 
eral reference work, the storage and circulation 
of such works, whatever they may be, as are 
not generally lent from branches, the supply of 
I ks to distributing or delivery stations, etc 
[he administrative functions are connected 
only indirectly with library work, and while , 
they are very properly carried on in the central . 
library, if there is one, it is not necessary that 
they should be carried on ina library building 
at all. They may be located wherever it is con- 
venient to have them; either scattered about in - 
lifferent buildings, or, better, located in a sepa- 
rate structure by themselves | 
rhis latter plan (although, so far as I know, 
it has never been adopted anywhere else) was 
advocated by the writer in his last annual report 
and will probably be carried out in the near 
future. So far as the administration depart » 
ments are concerned, then, there is no special 
reason for a large central library. 
Coming now to purely library functions, ther« : 


is certainly reason for a large, centrally located 

















been said 











roo 


the different branches as is consistent with it. 
Americans never take kindly to red tape, and 


for 


its own sake is nowhere more 
Dr. 


advice, ‘‘Don't be consistent, but be simply 


uniformity 
out of place than in a library. Holmes’ 
true,” is a good one for all of us. 

It has that 
branch libraries exist the great mistake to be 


always seemed to me where 
avoided is that of doing the same work in a 
number of different places instead of in one 
place. Nevertheless, this is partly a necessity 
because of the peculiarity of human nature 
that makes branch libraries necessary at all. 
book that 


times a year, say twice at each of six branches. 


Here is a goes out about a dozen 
It is certainly a waste to buy one copy for each 
branch when one should do the work for all. 
This is true a priori, yet when it comes to a 
practical test we have always found in New 
York that nine people out of 1o will refuse to 
take the book unless it is on the shelves of the 
branch that they are using ; they prefer second 
choice now to first choice to-morrow. 

The reflections induced by this fact, regard- 
ing why and how most people read, are not 
cheerful ; but we are not obliged to reflect on 
it; the facts are before us, what shall we do 
with ? In New York 
manful effort to throw open the stock of books 


them we have made a 
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BY JAMES BAIN, JR., LIBRARIAN OF 
| RANCH libraries, except in special cases 

where they are really sub-central libraries, 
Man- 


branches, averages 13,844 V.; 


average from 10,000 to 15,000 volumes. 
chester, with 11 
New York Free Circulating, with to branches, 
12,346 v. 
with 6 branches, 


; and the Enoch Pratt Free Library, 


11,036 v. The more recently 
instituted branches are rather smaller, and the 
older rather larger. 

It is a solecism in library economy to say 
that the books should be provided in accordance 
with the actual and prospective wants of the 
readers. An inspection of a number of reports 


f our principal libraries reveals the fact that 


the books read in the 
his 
proportion appears so universal that it marks 


from 70 to 85 per cent. of 


branches are prose fiction. enormous 


the branch library as a source of recreative read- 
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We 
allow any one to draw books from any branch, 


in our 10 branches to all of our members. 


furnishing each, on request, with a temporary 
transfer, which acts as a simple guaranty of 
good standing ; we send for any desired book 
from another branch; we publish union bul- 
letins and lists ; we post conspicuously in each 
branch a list of the addresses of all the other 
this has 


At present it seems 


branches; yet, I am sorry to say, 
been done mostly in vain. 
best to duplicate, except in the case of those 
books that, though needed seldom, are then so 
eagerly sought that the asker will wait longer 
or go further for them. 

In closing, I may say that all study of the 
best way of operating a library composed of 
branches, so as to get the greatest amount of 
good from the whole stock of books, has only 
served to strengthen our belief that for New 
York, and presumably for other large cities, 
the best t 


be done by a system of 
small libraries at small distances apart. 


Also, 


that each of these should have its own perma- 


work can 


nent stock of books, although temporary inter- 


change and free general use should be en- 
couraged ; in other words, the libraries should 
be true branches, though each should be pre 
pared to act at the same time as a distributing 


or a delivery station. 


LIBRARIES. 


PUBLIC LIBRARY, TORONTO, CAN, 


ing and not of study. It seems impossible to 
reverse it, and the bright spot is the hope that 
the branches may more and more relieve the 
central library from this troublesome portion of 
its duty, allowing greater time and space for its 
legitimate and more valuable work 

In making provision for anew branch at least 
40, if not 50, per cent. of the books should be 
prose fiction, including under this term juvenile 
literature. The proportion seems large, but in 
practice 3500 novels and 1500 juveniles will 
not be found too great a number to start with 
It departs widely from the scale laid down in 
the catalog of the A. L. A. 


tion will show that the latter 


library, but refle« 

is intended to be 
complete in all its parts, while the branch is a 
section of a larger library removed to the vicin- 


ity of its readers. 











The position of the branch must govern the 
the 


Where it is placed in a suburb sur- 


character of the remaining divisions of 
library. 
rounded by the residences of cultured people 
the natural demand will be for books of a higher 
character. Your most recent memoirs, travels, 
history, and essays will be in constant demand. 


} 


The cost per volume will naturally be higher 


here, and additions will require to be more fre- 
quently made. If it is a poor district, a more 
widely popular literature will be asked for and 
old favorites will be in request. 

Economy may be attained by transferring to 
such a branch a considerable number of dupli- 
cates which have passed the stage of new books 
at the central library. 

Nothing will test the competency of the libra- 
rian more than this gauging the requirements 
of a district. 


out of every 10 readers wh 


He will bear in mind that eight 


come for a book 


want something that will interest them, while the 


students in search of material will go to the 
central library; and he will also remember the 
other two who may not be able to reach the 


central and who crave something more sub- 


stantial. Every branch should have its sec- 


tion suited to the locality. If a factory or 
mills are near, a fair representation of ele- 
mentary books on the mechanical arts should 


be there. Or it may be painting, music, some 
branch of the natural sciences, or some foreign 


language. 


HOW FAR SHOULD THE 


BE 
NTRYMAN, PUBI 


branch departments, as in all other library 


departments, the policy must be determined 


by one great principle—the benefit of the 
library patron. The selection of books for 
branches will therefore be uniform only so far 


as the patronage of each branch is 


As an 


Minneapolis 


uniform. 
have in 


Situated in the 


example of my meaning, we 


three branches 


neighborhood of three branch high schools, 


consequently such books as are used by high 





school pupils and teachers are duplicated to 


advantage in all three branches. On the other 


hand, one branch is situated in a Scandinavian 


district, and we have shelved there several 


COUNTRYMAN. 


SELECT 
UNIFORM? 





should 


be made toward special 


But no effort 


"1 


( llections. 


These should pertain to the cen- 
traland be loaned tothe branch when necessary, 
as when required by teachers and scholars of 
The 


lf-dependent 


an adiacent school for special study. 


branch library should never be s¢ 


The central li 


brary must always be within call 
Additions should be made regularly, each 
branch having its stated time for recciving 
them — weekly, fortnightly, or monthly ty pe- 
written or printed bulletins to be posted on a 


7} 


I have found be ] 


nd v lun 
great demand at the branches; ar 
librarians have a surplus of current numbers 
binding affords an inexpensive method of mak- 
ing considerable additions to the shelves 


average price per volume paid for books for 


the branches in the Toronto Public Library is 
about 75 cents; and I think this should ver 
the requirements of most libraries, though the 
wants of the locality and the balance at the 


credit of 
amount 
No branch should be without a 


selected number of reference-books However 
few in number, they should be good, and 
vould include directories, dictionaries (Englist 


French, and German), encyclopedias, atlase: 


gazetteers, biographical dictionaries, almanacs 


and such other works as will commend them- 


selves to the librarian. 


ION OF BOOKS FOR BRANCHES 


LIBRARY, MINNEA Is, MINN 
thousand books in the Swedish and Norwegian 
languages, besides works especially interesting 
to Scandinavians, all of which would be out of 


plac e 


man patronage. 


in another branch which has a large Ger- 


In selecting ooks for the branches the 


closest study should be made of the class of 
people who will use the branch and the books 
bought in accordance with their tastes and de 


sires 


Whena particular subject is occupying general 


| 
attention books on that subject will be wanted 


everywhere. New fiction and popular books 


are acceptable everywhere, as are the standard 



































ve es, but beyond these any attempt at 

niformity might be dispensed with. 

We have adopted a practice which seems t 
us advisable: We utilize the knowledge and 
experience of the branch assistant, allowing 
him to hand in lists of books which are espe- 
cially desired at his branch. No one at the cen- 
tral can possibly gauge the exact needs of a 
branch library but if an intelligent branch 


assistant will make suggestive lists and encour- 


ige readers to make suggestions, so that the 


brarian may have some definite idea of what 
is wanted, the branch will be better served than 


in any other way. 
lo the question implied in this topic 


ssified 


»ks in branch libraries be cla 
but 


shall box 


there scems one answer, which is, classify 


the branch library exactly as the central library is 
and 


classified. ( alter 


ircumstances cases, a 
branch may have had a separate existence as a 
separate library before becoming a branch. 
In that case the original classification may per- 
haps be retained for convenience, but in the 
end it will probably be more convenient t 
change the classification into uniformity with 
that in the central. 
It may be urged that a branch which com- 


monly contains from 3000 to 10,000 books would 


be satisfied with a much less complicated classi- 


ild be 


it were a small independent 


hicatt 


alt 


nthan the parent library, and cot 
if 


] with as 


AMERICAN LIBRARIES AND TI 


SCRI 


BY ERNEST C, RICHARDSON, LIBR 
‘THis morning (May 28) I have been visiting 
the library of the Archzologico-Epigraphic 


Seminary of the University of Vienna and 
have found there an epitome of one of the 
branches of the subject on which I promised 


some two weeks ago to prepare a five-minute 


paper A. L. A.—a 


f some 3000 volumes, without a manuscript or 


for the apital little library 
an inscription, but admirably suited tothe study 
of b 


f facsimil 


th mss. and inscriptions, and with plenty 
s of both. 
asion of this branch of the subject is 


the of 


ancient mss. (and every 


he oc 


a double one First, it is experience 


American students of 


student of literature, 


listory, 


language, or 
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library. It may be urged, too, that the branch 
patrons could more easily find books if grouped 
in larger, broader classes than is possible at the 


central. 


This might be a fair argument if the branch 


h 
were wholly independent of the central, with 
out interchange of books, but in most cases the 
relation is more intimate, and readers use either 
branch or central as suits their convenience ; 
and it is vastly more convenient for them to find 


lassified in the same way, with 


the same book « 
the 


place or the other. 


same call number, whether shelved in one 


fe send eckl lists of additions t ill 
We send w V 

branches and stations, and frequently print 
them in the daily papers; these would lose 


if the call m 
We 


considerably in value mbers were 


not uniform throughout. shelf-list, acces- 





sion, and catalog all branch books as duplicates 
of the central books, and this enables us easily 
to make transfers at any time from one br h 


to another or from the central to any branch. 
transfer is not the least of reasons 
Very 


entral shelves, or books 


This ease of 


for a uniform classification ‘ften books 


can be spared from the « 


that are no longer useful at one point can be 
used at another point, and transfers are neces- 
sary. 

The selection of books cannot very well be 


uniform, but the classification cannot ideally be 


otherwise. 


{1E STUDY OF ANCIENT MANU- 


PTS. 


ARIAN OF PRINCETON UNIVERSITY. 


theology must be such in these days) that they 


lose much time in the use of the great European 
lack of I 


In the second place, Pro- 
1 


fessor Smith of the American school at Rome has 


collections through roper previous 


training at home. 
just been expressing, on this ground, his regret 


that the instruction which he has been giving 
in paleography had not been given beforehand 
in the various American universities. 
The old excuse that we have no ancient mss. 


in America is no longer valid, for modern re- 
productions are so good that they quite fill the 
place of the mss. themselves for most pu 
The 

| 


prepare the American student for work abroad 


of instruction. chief thing necessary t 
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ence-books in the field of a department and 
kept in the professor's study or upon shelves in 
the recitation-room or laboratory ; or it may 
consist of a liberal selection, or again substan- 
tially the whole body of books upon a particu- 
lar subject. These books may also be chiefly 
duplicates of works in the general library, or 
not. The separate law libraries in institutions 
like Harvard, Cornell, or the divinity school 
and zodlogical libraries at Harvard are de- 
partmental libraries carried to so large an ex- 
tent that they become separate libraries in 
special fields. The departmental libraries in 
Harvard, which are in the library administra- 
tion of that institution considered as such, range 
from collections of a dozen volumes to those 
numbering 2000 or 3000. Those in Columbia 
vary in the same manner, the zodlogical depart- 
mental library being still larger, and approach- 
ing in its character and policy the separate li- 
brary of the Museum of Zodélogy at Harvard. 
The departmental libraries at Harvard are un- 
derstood to be made up largely of duplicates, 
while the separate libraries of the law school, 
etc., are only in a small degree duplicated in the 
general university library. At the Chicago 
University, if I am rightly informed, the de- 
partmental libraries comprise, substantially, all 
of the books in their several fields belonging to 
the university, or, at least, all of much practical 
value for research. 

At Johns Hopkins University the university 
library does not exist, but instead there are 
several special libraries; some, like that of po- 
litical science, being very large and impor- 
tant. 

At Columbia we have seven or eight depart- 
mental libraries, varying largely in extent and 
in the plan on which they were formed. The 
largest, the zodlogical library, contains the lar- 
ger part of the books belonging to the university 
in its field, which duplicate in but a small de- 
gree the general library. The next in size, 
numbering 1000 volumes or more, is the geo- 
logical library, which is essentially a library of 
duplicates, being the library of the late Prof. 
J. S. Newberry, strengthened by the duplicates 
from the university library. The departmental 
libraries of mineralogy, metallurgy, chemistry, 
etc., are limited to collections of the most im- 
portant books and periodicals in their several 
subjects, and are, with the exception of a few 
Standard works, not duplicated. The depart- 
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mental library of music consists of scores and 
technical works, with a few books in musical 
history and biography, and is thus far not 
duplicated. 

Some of the departments will have no depart- 
mental libraries, considering them unnecessary 
and burdensome, while others content them- 
selves thus far with a few reference-books and 
duplicates, and do not withdraw any books 
from the general library. With the exception 
of the departmental library of Greek and Latin, 
which is almost entirely in duplicate, all the 
departmental libraries are in the pure and ap- 
plied sciences, including mathematics. The de- 
partment of philosophy is collecting from pri- 
vate sources a few books and will have a small 
collection. In general it may be stated that 
at Columbia the literary, historical, and socio- 
logical departments expect to do their library 
work in the library building, in the seminar 
rooms or in the general reference library. All 
departmental libraries at Columbia are still 
largely in the elementary stage, and it is a ques- 
tion how far they will be found permanently 
useful. My own belief is, that for the descrip- 
tive sciences, like botany, zodlogy, etc., pretty 
large collections will be found useful and will 
be maintained; while for other pure sciences 
carefully selected small bodies of standard 
reference-books, duplicated from the general 
library, will be all that will be found necessary. 
When these branches are to be studied histori- 
cally it can be done toa better advantage in the 
general library among the larger collections. 
The departmental libraries of the descriptive 
sciences need not be duplicated, if we except a 
few standard systematic works. 

The difficulties in the way of departmental 
libraries of much size would seem to be first 
the cost of purchase and the additional cost of 
administration, and then danger of losses, in- 
convenience of access for the reader not belong- 
ing to the department, and the difficulty of 
carrying on any system of loaning to students 
any of these books. In theory, departmental 
libraries should not loan their books, for they 
are supposed to bealways at hand for consulta- 
tion. It is difficult to refrain from loans made 
asa favor or otherwise. At least three depart- 
mental libraries, that have been in existence 
for some years at Columbia, have been sent 
back to the general library for reasons resting 
on these difficulties. 
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SEMINAR LIBRARIES. 


Where the departmental library contains sub 
stantially all the most important part of the 
books in the subject involved, as is the case, we 
are informed, in the Johns Hopkins University 
and University of Chicago, the work of the 
department, including its seminar exercises and 
studies, is carried on in these departmental 
libraries. 

When at Columbia the plans fora new library 
building were at their inception, the librarian, 
in a formal communication made to the presi- 
dent and trustees, set forth three principal ways 
in which the instructor and the advanced stu- 
dent might be brought into immediate contact 
with the books of his department for study or 
for the carrying on of seminar exercises. 

The first method was that prevailing at Johns 
Hopkins and to a large extent at Chicago: the 
creation of a number of special libraries stored 
in the rooms of the special departments, and only 
loosely connected, if connected at all, with the 
general library. Up toa certain extent this meth- 
od serves very well the needs of the members of 
the individual departments, but very poorly the 
needs of the rest of the university and its read- 
ers. Much duplication must necessarily occur, 
and as these collections grow they become large 
and unwieldy, requiring special custodians and 
assistants, until it is to be believed the system 
will break of its own weight. 

The second methodinstanced was that followed 
at Cornell and in the new building at Princeton, 
namely, to put the great body of books in a 
general stack, and to create in the library build- 
ing a number of rooms, not necessarily adjacent 
to the stack, to be devoted to the special depart- 
ments for seminar purposes. In these rooms 
there is to be kept permanently a certain selec- 
tion of important books in the subject of the 
special department, and there are to be placed 
there from term to term other temporary groups 
of books selected with a view to the special 
work of the term. By this system the very 
great advantage of a university library over 
a group of libraries without any organic rela- 
tion is gained ; the books are all in the library 
building and at the service of every one. 
For the purpose of a special department, how- 
ever, only a small part of the resources of 
that department is immediately at hand. In 
the conduct of any seminar exercises, or in the 
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prosecution of any research by an investigator, 


the book wanted at the moment is quite likely 


not among those selected and placed in the roon 


but must be brought, with more or less delay, 


from its place in the stack. Likewise, if the 
number of books temporarily placed in the 
seminar room is considerable, I should expect 
to find that much labor and inconvenience was 

aused to the library administration in their 
transfer and in getting them thus out of their 


regular places when needed for a reader. 


rhe third method which was proposed for the 


library at Columbia, and which was adopted, 


was to store the books in ay 


irtments of a nor- 
mal height of 15 to 16 feet, admitting a two- 
Story stack, with reading-room spaces for 
special students, officers, and for seminar pur- 
poses in the best-lighted portion of the room 
and extending to its entire height. We have 
in Columbia in the parts of the new building 
thus far devoted to library purposes 18 such 
small rooms, directly in the rear of which are 
shelved in two-story stacks, as far as classifica- 
tion can accomplish it, all the books which the 
library possesses belonging to the respective 
subjects. The rooms and the books follow each 
other in the regular order of the classification. 
We thus have a combined book and seminar 
room. These rooms have now been used 
through one college year, and I believe the tes- 
timony of the officers and students will agree 
with the views of the librarian that it is an ad 
mirable arrangement. 

Readers are admitted to these special study- 
rooms only by a card issued by the librarian; 
in the case of a matriculated student, on the 
recommendation of the professor at the head 
of the department. In the new building at 
Columbia it has been found impracticable to 
admit to the shelves all readers indiscrimi- 
nately to the extent this was done at the old 
building ; but a most adequate substitute is 
provided in a carefully selected reference li- 
brary of about 10,000 volumes in the general 
reading-room. On the other hand, the special 
student, who is best fitted for free admittance to 
the shelves and is best served by it, has the 
largest freedom —the special reading-room is 
his study and that of the professors and offi- 
cers of the department, in so far as they may 
elect to make use of it. In our library these 
special rooms are separated from each other by 


folding doors, which permit rooms of any size 
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to be formed. The whole apartment is under 
the special care of an attendant, who is respon- 
sible for the good order of the shelves. He 
finds that his books are put much less in disor- 
der by the limited and specially fitted class of 
readers who have access to the shelves than 
they formerly were by the miscellaneous pub- 
lic. 

It is perhaps worth while to bear in mind 
that seminar work, so called, as conducted in our 
universities and colleges, may be divided into 
two general grades, namely: elementary work, 
in which a large class of beginners, oftentimes 
of undergraduates, is taught seminar methods, 
and more advanced seminar work, in which a 
much smaller number carries on a higher grade 
of investigation, requiring a much larger range 
of literature 
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It is possible that at Columbia we shall find 
that our rooms, which are especially designed 
for the latter class and for original research, 
are not so well adapted for the former sort of 
work, which can be carried on with facility in 
seminar rooms of the type followed at Cornell 
and Princeton, and in the recitation-rooms or 
departmental rooms of the special departments. 
This grade of work in the Latin and Greek de- 
partments in Columbia is now carried on in the 
departmental library. 

It is of course apparent that all books in de- 
partmental or special libraries should be cata- 
loged and in general looked after by the gen- 
eral library. The immediate responsibility for 
the safety and use of these departmental libra- 
ries must, however, rest with the depart- 
ment. 


RELATION OF THE PUBLISHING DEPARTMENT OF A UNIVER- 
SITY TO ITS LIBRARY. 


BY CYRUS ADLER, LIBRARIAN OF 


yw American colleges and universities 

occasionally issued special publications 
from time to time, the regular issue of univer- 
sity publications in this country dates back to 
the organization of the Johns Hopkins Univer- 
sity, in 1876. Following the lead of Johns 
Hopkins, many larger universities and colleges, 
and even some of the smaller ones, issue publi- 
cations in greater or less number and with 
more or less regularity. 

This function of the college and university is 
practically a new one, being a departure from 
the old mere teaching lines and more akin to 
the functions of a learned society. 

As the object of the publication department 
of a university is to spread new truth, and as 
the matter published is usually not marketable 
in the ordinary sense, the best use which can 
be made of it is to offer it in exchange for the 
publications of other colleges, universities, and 
learned societies. In this way the double ob- 
ject would be secured of making the university 
and its research work known and at the same 
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time of adding to its own library material of 
great value. 

The work of exchange of such publications 
can only be carried out successfully under the 
direction of the librarian er with his constant 
co-operation. To secure the best results from 
this exchange requires the carrying on of a 
careful and vigilant correspondence, with a full 
knowledge of the needs of the library. A li- 
brarian with good administrative ability would 
find this duty not one of difficulty, if he had 
proper assistants, and he would have the satis- 
faction of seeing his own library added to in 
one of its most important departments. 

The library and publication department of 
the Johns Hopkins University are now and 
have been for some time under a single head, 
and the splendid results reached there amply 
prove the wisdom of this plan. 

While not exactly a parallel case, it may be 
interesting to state that more than three-fourths 
of the Smithsonian Library has been secured by 
such a system of exchanges. 
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WHAT PROPORTION OF ITS FUNDS IS A COLLEGE LIBRARY JUSTI 
FIED IN DEVOTING TO CURRENT PERIODICALS 





Th patrons of a college y be di- want to s e article a as it appear 
vided into tw general vhict I r »< rogre ena » Wee. 

make very different demands upon the re ley University re constantly mad 

sources of the library. The first class is made for per als before the nut rs ha a 

ip of the great majority of the undergraduates; issued 

the second class of members of the faculty, We must, tl , Supply periodicals, but can 


graduate students, and a few advanced under- not purchase all that at ublished They are 
graduates. moreover tant ncreasing in number 
rhe needs of the first class, the undergradu- Are there not t many now, and is fr 


ates, may be met by supplying books called for further increase to be deprecated Part t 











rt ’ 

7 n connection with the courses of study they increase is due to the minute subdivision of 
ire pursuing, general reference-books, some human know ig haracteristic f r age 
periodicals of general character, and the stand- each division having one or more irnals of 
ard works of literature. it wn. In far as this furnishes us wit! 

rhe supplying of the demands made by the journal of weight and influence in its specia 

‘ second class is much more difficult and brings department, tl ncrease is to be counted 
s face to face with question under - thew e, an ad tag A large part of th 
cussion. We must the investigator, incr S w r, due to the multiplicat 
be he professor or student, as f as pos ¢ f g substar lly the same 

' with the records of work done by other in- ground. S increase is, in large measure, t 
vestigators He goes to these records, not be leprecat l ling, as it does, tot publ 

nly for 1 Its, but for method rhe ire cat f gat partly for adve ng r 

the very breath of life to hi wn work rhe poses, and ¢ lraging tl ib t f 

stimulate and correct (sometimes, indeed, they inferior work or of work n I portance 
render superfluous) the work | is carrying unduly padded 
on, and they furnish starting-points for new [his increase in the number of periodicals 


investigations. Many of these records are first has been very marked dur ng the past few 


published in periodical form. Although some years, and renders it increasingly difficult for 





of them may be republished later in more per- college libraries, especially those with smal 
’ manent form, still one who desires to follow incomes, to furnish their readers with any 
current investigation and discussion in almost adequate representation of the w rk being done 
any department of knowledge must doitinthe in the great departments of investi 
periodicals. The general or special treatise must, however, make a choice and supply our 
even when written by an acknowledged author readers with a selection of representative 
ity and containing a summary of the latest licals rhis selection must be made with the 
; 


discoveries and theories, is soonout of date and greatest care In fact, there are few decisions 


must be supplemented by the periodical articl in the management of a library which are 


he element of time is also of great importance more important in their immediate results or 
in this connection. A given article may be re more far-reaching n their ultimate ns 
printed in more or less modified form, either quence Suppose the cl e made, and made 


independently or in the author's llected wisely tis nota final choice, but is subject 


works, or its substance may be given in a_ to revisior Sor periodi sdie and 1 t he 


treatise, but the investigator will almost always replaced. Even if none die, others are startes 
want to see the article as originally published, and cl enge < favorable considerat 
not as modified by the author or as epitomized Librarians are, however, conservative, abhor 


by some one else, and very frequently he will rin part f set ind do not always | 
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sufficient moral courage to substitute a better Crerar Library, said that he had ‘‘asked the 
periodical for an inferior one. On the other committee to set aside one-half the funds for 
hand, a new periodical cannot be added without the purchase of back sets of periodicals and one- 
careful consideration. A book may be bought half the current funds for subscriptions to new 
without mortgaging the future, but a new peri- periodicals."" Inthe Wesleyan library the ex- 
odical is usually a permanent drain upon a_ penditure for current periodicals is constantly 
small fixed income. Hence the importance of increasing, and taking the last six years into 
a wise first choice in selecting a list of peri- account we have spent on current periodicals 
odicals, and of mature consideration in chang- almost one-half of the entire amount spent for 
ing or increasing the original list. books and periodicals. This agreement in prac- 
One may try the plan of purchasing extracts tice with Mr. Andrews’ demand upon his trus- 
and reprints, but I cannot recommend that tees is certainly striking. 
course even as a partial solution of the problem. The conclusions I have reached may be 
Reprints are not always easy to find when one briefly stated as follows: I believe that in 
wants them, and frequently cost much intime college libraries the money spent for current 
and money. periodicals should be from one-third to one- 
The library in the small college must make half of the entire amount devoted to the pur- 
the best possible selection of periodicals (in- chase of books and periodicals. I believe also 
cluding the publications of learned societies), that in college libraries with small incomes the 
and must then trust to the generous courtesy proportion of the income spent for periodicals 
of some larger library for the use of peri- should be greater than in libraries having 
odicals less often needed When college large incomes. The libraries with small in- 
libraries are situated in the immediate neighbor- comes will not be able to buy the expensive 
hood of other libraries of a similar character, books and sets which the richer libraries are 
by avoiding, so far as possible, the duplication called upon to furnish. They will also find, | 
of periodicals an important increase may be believe, that a given sum of money invested in 
made in the number of available periodicals. current periodicals will give more stimulus to 
A considerable part of the library income advanced, independent work than the expendi- 
must, in my opinion, go for current periodicals. ture of the same amount for books. 
How large must that part be? Mr. Potter, in In conclusion, I desire to call attention to the 
his paper read last year, said that the Harvard necessity of giving mature consideration to 
library was spending over’a third of its income this question, which is of so much importance 
for that purpose. Mr. Andrews, of the John to the institutions we represent. 


DEPENDENCE OF REFERENCE DEPARTMENTS ON CATALOGING 
AND CLASSIFICATION DEPARTMENTS. 


BY WILLARD AUSTEN, REFERENCE LIBRARIAN OF CORNELL UNIVERSITY LIBRARY. 


“T°HE important questions which must be There are, of course, several ways in which 

answered with the least possible delay by these successive records may be kept. Proba- 
the reference department are: 1. What hasthe bly notwo persons would make any two of them 
library on any given subject? 2. Has the li- in just the same way, and yet, from the point 
brary a particular work or magazine article of view of the reference department, there is a 
known to give the information wanted? The choice of ways. That some record be made is 
best memory cannot be depended upon to an- by no means sufficient. It is of the utmost im 
swer such questions except ina general way. portance that every record be made in such a 
When such information is to be exact, records way that the information it gives may be had 
must be resorted to, and the reference librarian with the least possible expenditure of time and 
is at once wholly dependent upon the records patience. It is by no means sufficient that the 
of the departments which have had to do with person who ma&es a record can manipulate it 
getting the material ready for use. expeditiously, since it cannot be expected that 
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the keeper of a record shall be always at his 
post or cease his work to answer questions 
which he has already answered by his records. 
I have no intention of saying that records 
should be so kept that the users of a library 
can invariably answer their own questions with- 
out troubling the librarians. What is meant is 
that records should be so made that any person 
officially called upon to answer any questions 
from the records may be able to do so without 
any appreciable delay and without calling for 
the assistance of the recorder. 

No definite, hard, and fast lines can be laid 
down to guide one in determining the form of 
entry to be used, since the needs and conditions 
of the particular library must determine the 
form in any particular instance. Yet there ar 
general principles which may be stated that will 
do much toward facilitating the use of a library 
and thereby gain it a reputation for usefulness. 

The principal sources of information upon 
which a reference librarian must depend in get- 
ting at the resources of the library are the 
records grouped under the main heads of order, 
accession, classification, and catalog depart- 
ments. Time does not permit the mentioning 
of more than one or two specific cases in each 
of the groups, enough to show the general drift 
of the thought as regards what might be done 
to increase the efficiency of a library. 

With the records of the order department the 

lepartment of use” has little to do directly, 
since by the time a book becomes really 
available for use a fuller and more satisfactory 
record is made elsewhere, and the instances 
are few where this record will alone give the 
desired information. 

The records of the accessions division include 
the receipt and placing of periodicals, publica- 
tions of learned societies, etc. When several 
hundred periodicals are currently received 
memory cannot be relied upon to state how 
often a periodical is received, where kept, how 
often bound, etc., etc. Nothing will serve the 
purpose short of a complete list of all material 
periodically received, arranged in so simple a 
form that it takes but a moment to determine 
all the particulars regarding any publication 

Except as a final authority to cetermine 
whether a particular book has ever been added 
to the library, the classification records do not 
play an important part in ready-reference work. 
Ihe marks, however, that the books receive in 





this department, and which become the call 
numbers, are of the greatestimportance. Wher 


the classification marks used indicate the rela- 


tive location of the several divisions of a 
library and this ought always to be the cas« 
then no division should be wanting in such a 


determining mark. 

Of all the preparatory records, those made 
by the catalog division are perhaps the most 
important. Hard is the lot, indeed, of a refer 
ence librarian who has to supply information 
from an incompletely cataloged library. And 
next to an incomplete catalog stands an anti 
quated catalog. It is never too late to make an 
important change in methods of cataloging 
Better to begin at once and have the later 
entries made in the most helpful form than t 
continue doing as has been done just because 
it has been sodone. Tradition is a curse to a 
catalog, indeed to the whole library, when it 
stands in the way of important methods. 

All will agree that a catalog should be s 
constructed that the largest possible number of 
persons shall be able to use it without assist- 


ble to 


ance from anexpert. That it is impossi 
so construct a catalog that every inexperienced 
person will be able to use it without assistance 
will also be agreed t 


How to make a catalog so that the largest 


number of persons shall be able to use it wit! 
the least assistance is a problem which every 
library should duly consider Ch vay in 


which different persons approach a catalog is 


an interesting study to one who is in a position 


to observe how different minds work when in 
search of the same fact. Nor is such observa- 


tion interesting simply. From it may be drawn 
certain conclusions that are of value in deter- 
mining forms to be used. 

Without particularizing, the best general 
plan to follow in making a catalog is to de- 


termine broad fundamental rules, that shall 


take account of the way the average mind ap 


proaches the problem, where this is possible, 


and follow out these with least possible varia 
tion. Exceptions to the general rule are 
confusing here, as in other parts of the library 
If it be possible to give the reader a few general 
directions that he will be able to retain and 
apply he will soon come to find his way easily 
in all parts of the catalog, save the more in 
tricate But if every general rule is weighted 


with exceptions, then he soon comes to feel 
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that there are no fundamentals to which he 
nanchor. It is possible to carry the number 


exceptions to such an extent that even the 





iry officials themselves are in doubt just 
where to turn for a particular entry, and thus 
lay and waste of time for both reader and 

I il result 
rhroughout the whole range of library 
t rds there is the possibility of little irregu- 
arities, little deviations from general principles 
cree g in that will event ly cat delay 


ind vexation when they reach the department 
ff use. Every reference librarian knows from 
5 


experience the delays which some such varia- 


1 itself, has caused. Noone 





without considerable experi 





the contents of a library realizes how much as 


sistance may be had from little devices in the 


records and how much hindrance is often 


caused by equally small irregularities. This 
leads me to say that no important steps should 
be taken in the establishment of any vital 


record (and when mce esta lished no de- 
viation, however slight, should ever be made 


without consultation with m<¢ ne of ex- 


pe rience 





Library machinery should res from a 
combination of theory and experience, either 





of which if left alone works against its best 
interests; combined in right proportions they 
serve the largest number of users with the 


least expenditure of force. 


USE MADE OF THE PRINTED CATALOG CARDS FOR ARTICLES IN 
CURRENT PERIODICALS. 


j MPORTANT s this subject is in itself, it ac- 


uires greater interest from its connection 


with the plan outlined in the report of the com- 
‘ ‘ } > ] ’ ) ' rience 

mittee the Royal Society, and the experience 

gained i r own experiment will luen 


very decidedly our judgment of that plan. It 
is therefore doubly to be regretted that our ex- 
eriment has not been in operation long enough 
to enable final judgment to be pronounced, nor 
even to have brought to our notice all the 
points on which discussion would be useful. 
Yet it has been in operation long enough to 
ustify the expectations with which it was un- 
dertaken and to confirm the views held by some 
of us as to the best lines of development and 

In regard to the use of the printed catalog 
cards as author entries, there is little to suggest 
There are two main reasons for the prepara 
tion of an author catalog: first, to be able to 
etermine more easily whether or not a given 
book isin the library; second, to bring together 

1 record all the available literary work of a 
given author. As the present plan is neces- 


sarily confined to a small 


proportion of peri 
dicals actually in any library it is evident that 
the second object, so far as it applies to peri- 
lical literature, is so imperfectly attained that 


it may be dismissed from consideration. 


IAN OF THE JOHN ERA KAI 


It might be said that the first t 
oiently attained by knowing whether the per 
odical containing the article referred 
ibrary or not, and this would be so were it 


for the fact that many contributions to the peri- 


odical publications of societies, especially of the 
great academies, are republished as separate 
works and quoted as such without reference t 


the original source. Unless these titles are 
represented in the catalog, the librarian, wit! 
all his bibliographical aids, will be deceived 
sometimes, and the readers, relying on the 
public catalog only, will fail frequently to « 
tain what is actually in the library. The ex- 
pense, moreover, of the author entry is a mini- 
mum one, for one card is sufficient for ea 
article, and they are arranged in the simplest 
manner. For that matter the attainment of the 


second 


object of an author catalog and the in- 
clusion of joint authors, translators, editors 


titles, etc., would involve no extravagant ex- 


pense. These could best be made as manu 
script cross-references, for their proportion t 
the whole number is very small. For instance, 
in the first 50 titles examined there was only 
one such additional entry to be made 

It is, however, in the subject catalog that 
these cards find their most important use, and 


by this use the inclusion or exclusion of a 
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given serial, the number of copies subscribe 
u | 5 ' + - 
r that m f 
ace these if 
v of tl 
atience of the pul ver refer ¢ t 
vould seem that this wou " lone 
eventually if the greatest use is ber f 
t [heir treatment w ry sor what 
( ng as the catalog is alphalt al lassed 
! f « se no library w lecide this es 
‘ with reference to thes ards Yet the 
trend of scientific liography is s stinctly 
ward the classed arrangement that especia 
r rdr well be paid to it 
An examination of the classificat (by the 
D. C.) of the 2 titles, more or less, read 
ré ed by the John Crerar Library show 
at in over two-thirds ft tl cases it as 


seemed desirable to give two entries of the 


titles, and that in a very appreciable percentage 
more than two have occurredtous. That these 
juplicate and triplicate entries are desirable, if 





t absolutely necessary, and that they have 


been made conservatively, is shown e fact 
that our average of the titles of books is dis 
tinctly larger, averaging fully two entries t 

tle and that the mmittee of the Royal 


Society assumes that on the average ¢Aree will 
e needed 


An examination of the sample slips submit- 


> 


ted by the Royal Society, however, shows that 
in part, at least, they propose to index rather 
than to classify the articles, and against this 
attempt I wish to protest as strongly as pos- 


sible. One advantage of a classed arrar 





ment over an alphabetical is to lessen this ten- 


but even with the latter I believe the 








average number of 
in serials can be kept down to two without 
great loss of efficiency, and that an average of 


three would be ample. 

A more serious difference between the classed 
and the alphabetical arrangements w 1 be 
felt in the choice of periodicals. The tendency 
f the alphabetical catalog is always toward 
an index, and it does not so readily admit of 
reference once for all to a serial as a source of 
information on a number of topics related in 
matter but of course scattered in the alpha- 
betical arrangement. 

For example, the Zeitschrift fiir Psychologie 


und Physiologie der Sinnesorgane would itself, in 
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? < ‘ } pt te c . 4 
classificat ser s dr ‘ 
and ins of library workers, it ght be we 
t ry e experiment of ¢ Pe ’ . 
the lass a 1 of rary preparing t 
title Chis addition should be inconsy s 
ind in a place here no library would wis! 
to | e its own shelf or class mark, so that 
it cx be ignored or tra ted The scheme 
f the various libraries being once given, if 
not alphabetical, the translation « Id be made 
me I if : 
The main thesis of t [ t taker the 
i t f the libraries w aug ted th 
r was th it ‘ x rk she ‘ + sh 1 
’ il catalog r tl t al i x 
Carrying t this ide lecision as to whether 
" articular serial shou be analy l or not 
would re pon several considerations, of which 
the forn mportance, subjects, and locat f 
the articles « ta 1 t are the most in 
portant 
tr. A serial should be analyzed " nt of 
the form of its articles, when they poss sepa- 
rate tit ges l separate or d e pagina 
tion, because they are th bibliographical 
entities and entitled to representation in the 
catalog They, to re often reprinted and 
referred to without reference to their serial 
source 
2. The importance of the articles, even if 
measured by the material standard of lengt! 
sl ld large! flues the selection 
3. The subject matter of the articles s l 
be consider Some subjects are of 
several classes of readers a to rea 
out technical training thers but to specialists 


Geography, history, and archxology are exam- 
ples of the first; special languages and special 


sciences of the second, It would seem reason- 
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able to analyze the first class before the second, 
other considerations being equal. 

4. The location of the article, #.¢., the char- 
acter of the serial in which it occurs, should be 
considered. In my opinion this is most weighty, 
and in connection with the importance of the 
articles should be decisive. 

The real question is whether the aid rendered 
the reader is worth the expense, and this would 
depend upon whether that aid could be readily 
obtained in other ways. Nowthe student of any 
particular science (using the term in its broadest 
sense) generally knows, or at least ought to 
know, enough to consult the serials which treat 
exclusively or largely of that science. But he 
usually does not recollect that there may be an 
occasional valuable paper on the subject in the 
Memoirs, let us say, of the Vienna Academy; 
and if he did he would lack the time necessary 
to search through, not only the publications of 
the Vienna Academy, but those of the hundred 
or more similar societies throughout the world. 
Is it not a reasonable undertaking for the li- 
brary to do this work once for all the scholars 
in all the sciences, and still more reasonable 
that 15 or 30 libraries should combine to divide 
the labor and the expense? The same 
clusions have like weight in regard to other 
serials than society publications if they are of 
the same general character, é.¢., if they do 
not readily occur to the student as a possible 


con- 


source of information. 


An examination of the list of 184 serials at 
present analyzed will show how far these prin- 
ciples have governed their selection. Of the 
first So known to me 11 had all four considera- 
tions — form, importance, subject, and location 
— in their favor; nine, all but the form; 21, two, 
for the most part, subject and location; one, the 
subject alone; The latter 
figure is proportionately too high, forinall there 
are only 23 such. The John Crerar Library 
analyzes four of these, or nearly its full share, 
and they may be takenas typical. They are 
Revue d’ Assistance, Revue Penitentiaire, Socidté 
de Statistique Journal, Zeitschrift fiir Psychologte 
und Physiologie der Sinnesorgane. 

In not one of them does the form of the arti- 
cle require a catalog entry; the articles are 
mostly short, the subjects are of interest to 
specialists only, and the periodicals are all such 


and eight, none. 


as would naturally be consulted by these spe- 
cialists. Would it not be better to drop them, 
and others like them, and add in their place 
others of a more general character? I should 
be glad to see the list extended in three direc- 
tions : first, to include all American societies 
and serials of a general character containing 
scholarly work; second, to include the more im- 
portant and general technical serials; third, 
provided the plan of the Royal Society as finally 
adopted should not supply card entries, as its 
committee seems to anticipate, to include the 
general scientific serials. 
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Balance on hand June 1, 1897 (Philadelphia conference, p. 130)........ ‘ i ; $1102 2 
Fees from 711 annual memberships, at $2 each 
For 1895, Toes ceeecseeeeeces ceees  oeewnenes $2 00 . 
Wee Beek Oi. 0660 66 s00006 4584 0ss tee i-atepee @ 8 00 
POS BGG, BEB s cc cccccccccecccesdcesecescceccocess 490 00 
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Fees from 11 fellows at $5 each , 
ey Ges Don neded &6éh 6 tke dese Serre rr tree $10 00 
Pee ets Wives. ne cde cabetenesenasvs ceebeseen 45 00 
amnpeeennse $55 ox 
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Sale of conference proceedings. .. TETITITECT TTT Tie I 50 
Interest on deposit, New England Tri ist Ce Baccscsesse wrerrrit ere 19 57 
$1693 07 
$2795 27 
—_—_—- 
1897. PAYMENTS. 
June 1 hase’s express, for treasurer. ......ccccsecccscccosccresseccecsecess se @ 60 
June I A. W. Spencer, treasurer's notices. .......66.. seesees errr I 50 
June 1 Kay Printing House, extra covers, etc., Cle vela and proceedi ngs yy - 15 SI 
June 10. Publishers’ Weekly, postage, etc., Cleveland proceedings...... : 63 35 
june 12. N. E. Browne, clerical work for treasurer. ..........0+-0+-e008: ohana’ 25 00 
lune 19. W. H. Brett (Cleveland conference), stationery, etc 62 48 
June 22. Lizzie C. Allen, clerical services for treasurer.......... .+.++.- sme en 12 00 
June 22. R. P. Hayes, secretary, circulars, etc. Pe Pret Ter Serr err TT ret 104 8 
June 25. R 4 es ee OAR Ge nicks panecesees éeecsuw caste co 
Sept. 30. T. Fenstermaker, reporting P hiladel phi: ‘ conference peeeareeneneee sine 250 o 
Oct. I! NUE Telephone & Telegraph Co. ....... sc. ccccccccccccccccccccccccsceces 3 Of 
Oct. 1. W. H. Brett (Cleveland conference), telegrams and telephones : a one 6 22 
Oct 11. W. A. Stewart, drawing for proceedings. .... pethieee eee 6 Oo 
Oct rr. N. Y. Engraving and Printing Co., plates for proceedings : _ 3 00 
Oct 11. Library Bureau, attendance register and circulars Brussels con ference er 16 45 
Oct 11. J. M. Haines, typewriting peseeiiens WEETTITI TTI TTT sees : 25 
Nov. 17. Publishers’ Weekly, printing and binding Philadelphia proceedings.... ..... 763 70 . 
Nov 17. Publishers’ Weekly, postage and mailing - o ‘ ‘ 63 29 
Nov. 17. Chase's Express, for treasurer....... ieewd Souls Wee -e6n seadeeu : 4 
Nov. 17. Newcomb & Gauss, stationery for treasurer. . onan peeceasednce » 5 
Nov. 17. C. F. Williams, circulars Chautauqua conference...........++-- pereaences 12 
1595 . 
Feb. 24. Gardner M. Jones, postage for treasurer... wT TveR TT CT Te 17 
Feb. 24. Daniel Low & Co., candlestick and express to > Re wfant Cc lub.... errr 1o 4 
May 2. Newcomb & Gauss, stationery for treasurer.............+.. Mstecwntenees 5 50 
May 20. William C. Lane, treasurer Publishing Section. ...........0.ceeeeeeeeeeees 500 oO 
June 28. Melvil Dewey, payment to Trunk Line Association. ...........0eeee se eeees I7 00 
June 28. Kate Emery Jones, clerical assistance to treasurer. .........6--.eeeeee8> 34 00 
June 28. Gardner M. Jones, postage, etc., for treasurer. ... onto ats atau as ecibatd 22 gI 
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Librar vas organized, Miss Cleveland having 
t n larg nstrumental in its organization. 
She was at that time appointed its librarian, 
which position she occupied until her death. 

Ms almer Webber, Librarian Jilis tat 


}. Helen Ware Rice (A. I 
the 


A. no. 
York State Library 
died at her home in Wor- 

Nov. 28, 1897 


she was on 


IITs, 1593) 


i graduate ot New 
School, class of 1893, 


Mass., of « 


the year following 


cester, mnsumption, 


graduation 


joston Atheneum; a warmer 


the 


then advised, she went to 


University of Virginia to catalog its library. 


> there she also made a catajog of a part 


Jefferson papers (Wr 7 : 


Winsor, LL.D 


1876), 1 


5. Justin 
A. no. gf 


Drarian ot 


president of the A. L. A, died at 


Cambridge Mass., Oct. 22, 1897. Mr. Winsor 
was born at Boston, Mass., Jan. 2, 1831; after 
three years spent in Harvard College and two 
years in Europe he settled in Boston and de- 
voted himself to literary work. In 1867 he was 
appointed a trustee of the Boston Public Libra- 
ry, and in 1868, upon the death of Mr. Jewett, 
superintendent During his service the num- 
ber of books was more than doubled, eight 
branches were established, the circulation in- 
reased sevenfold, the character of the reading 
improved, and the library steadily advanced 
toward the high position in the community 
which its founders anticipated. In 1877 Mr. 


Winsor was called to the librarianship of Har- 


vard | versity, and there for 20 years he¢ 
worked with extraordinary success to direct the 


growth of the library so as to meet the special 


eeds of each member of the teaching force, 
to place its collections freely at the service of 
the faculty and students for the new methods 


open its treasures to distant 


scholars, and to e resources by uniting 


nomize 


the main library with department and class- 
room libraries without interfering with useful 
independence. 


deeply 


Mr 


eral 


Winsor was nterested in the gen- 
methods in the 


the f 


improvement of aims and 


library profession; he was active in rma 


the A. L.A 


first 10 ye 


tion of and served as president for 


the ars of its existence In 1896 he 


was again elected to that office and accompanied 


the An 


tional Library ¢ 


the second Interna- 


at I 


erican delegation t& 


ondon in 1897 


onference 
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and 


moral 


Clear insight, sound judgment of men 


measures, administrative ability, and 


earnestness made Mr. Winsor a it librarian 


a deep-seated love « 


gre 
f learning, a life-long habit 
orke 


historian of 


of systematizing knowledge, w 1 with these 


| national 


qualities to make him a 


reputation and an authority in American histor 
ical geography and cartography. The list of 
his published works is long and covers many 
fields; but for librarians the first place is held 
by the monumental Narrative and critical 


history of America,” to which he contributed a 


very large part of the bibliographical apparatus 


w hic ives it peculiar and lasting value as a 
work of refere (W. H. Tillinghast.) 
6. William H. Lowdermilk (A. L. A. no. 935, 
1891). Born in Cumberland, Md., Jan.7, 1539 
lied in Washington, D. ¢ on Dec. 29, 1897 


known in library 


firm of W. H 


wel 


and a> 


cire les, 


Lowdermilk & Co one of the best-knowr 
booksellers in the c try He had been 
a member of tl Re: A, since 1891, and 
was one of the origir members of the Library 


Association of Washington 





served as a vice-president for two years. 
I , Jan., 18 
7. John S. Hayes (A. L. A. no. 1272, 1894 
librarian of the Public Library of Somerville 


Mass. Born in Durham, N. H., July 5, 1841 
died in Somerville, March 7, 1& In Apr 
1893, he succeeded Miss H. A. Adams as libr 
rian of the Somerville Public Library, whi 


under his management was largely reorgar 


ized Mr. Hayes had been a resident of Son 


erville since 1878, and for the 15 years prior 
to his election as librarian had been principal 
of the Forster Grammar School in that city 


Voted, Thi wort be referre 


Finance 


at the treasurer's re] 


Committee for audit, and that 


as aquorum of that committee was not preset t 


the president appoint an auditing committee t 
report at a later meeting 


Hill and Mr 
Foster — tt 


Che president appointed F. P. 
H. ¢ Wadle igh to act Mr 


only member of the Finance Committee 


with 


preset 


as an auditing committee on the treasurer's 
report. 
MeEtvit Dew! I move that, even in the 


pressure of this program, we express bya fr 


ing vote the sense of our | sss awakened by this 


necrology, especially of the loss of that man 
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appropriated ‘ t ‘ 
iment suggested by M | ’ I < P f ' 
MI ! ‘ ] Py er , 
y Mr. Elmendorf, | I t te t P 
mmmittee appropriate as large s ena t. N 1 
hould be available for the work of e framed withot ng C lu 
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riticism, and it has been suggested by one of the 
members of the committtee that this association 
ld assign to this or toa special committee 
e task of suggesting modifications of the 
sent bill or framing a substitute In view, 
wever, of the difficulties suggested, it does 
%t seem desirable to the other members of the 
mmittee to join in such a recommendation, as 
would be difficult to draw any bill which 
would not be open to some criticism, and per- 
haps no more satisfactory bill would have as 
good a chance of passage. The majority of the 
committee, therefore, recommend that the asso- 
ation again express its desire for the passage 
of the pending bill or its equivalent. 


Senator Lodge also presented, Dec. 18, 1897, 


an amendment to the Legislative, Executive, 
and Judicial appropriations bill, providing 

that the office f Superintendent of Docu- 
ments and all government publications in 
charge of said office be transferred to the Li- 
brary of Congress and placed under the direc- 
tion of the Librarian of Congress.” This 





nent was favorably reported by the 





Committee on Printing, but killed in the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations. It is generally con- 
eded that at least that portion of the work 
of the Superintendent of Documents which 
deals with the collection and cataloging of pub- 
lic documents, if not the entire work, should 
be transferred to the national library, and it 
s recommended that the association record 
itself in favor of such change. 

rhe Library of Congress is really the National 
Library, and should be known as such. The 
desirability of that change seems to be gen- 
erally recognized, and it is recommended that 
this association pass a strong resolution in its 
favor. It is also desirable that the National 
Library should be placed, like the Smithsonian 
Institution, outside politics, and its manage- 
ment intrusted to a permanent board, and that 
suggestion is made part of the resolution pro- 
vosed by this committee, in such shape that it 
can be easily excised by amendment if it is 

nsidered undesirable to express an opinion at 

s time on this point. 

Mr. Ranck’s paper on ‘‘ Need of additional 

pyright depositories,” presented at the Den- 
ver conference in 1895, was referred to the 
Committee on Public Documents of the suc- 
ceeding year, but in the absence of formal 
notification from the secretary this reference 
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was overlooked and no action was taken. Mr. 
Ranck called the attention of the present com- 
mittee to this omission, and his proposition 
was therefore made the subject of correspond- 
ence between the several members of the com- 
mittee and with the Copyright Office. Mean- 
time the Library Association of Central Cali- 
fornia (now the California Library Association) 
passed a resolution suggesting specifically that 
additional copyright depositories should be es- 


tablished at New Orleans for the south, Chi- 





cago forthe middle states, Denver for the west, 
and San Francisco for the Pacific Coast, the 


Congressional Library at Washington serving 





for the east; a that publishers should be 
required to send four copies of each book pub- 
lished in addition to the two copies now sent 
to the Librarian of Congress. This resolution 
attracted considerable attention in the press, 
which generally opposed the plan, one journal 
going so far as to treat it editorially under th« 


caption Library robbery.” Questions were 
also raised as to the specific depositories pro- 
posed, attention being called in Boston, for 
instance, to the fact that New England might 
fairly claim to have the Boston Public Library 
made such a depository 

It would, of course, be gratifying to the 
library interests that central libraries in several 
parts of the country should be authoritatively 
assured of copies of each book published, pro- 
vided their capacity and funds permitted the 
shelving and care of such books; but it is 
doubtful whether the great mass of books 
issued from the press would not burden such 
libraries without due return of real value t 
readers or students. The two deposit copies 
rejuired of publishers are primarily for record, 
and unless the additional copies were to be 
paid for, serious objection would probably be 
made against a tax-in-kind on books in ad- 
dition to the record copies. There have been 
alternative suggestions that a copy of each 
book published within each state should be 
sent to the state library or a library designated 
within that state; or that the second copy re- 
quired now for deposit purposes should be 
assigned to the state library. The practice of 
the Copyright Office is to keep one of the record 
copies in the archives of the Copyright Office 
and to deposit the other in the proper depart- 
ment in the Library of Congress for the gen 


eral convenience of the national public. The 
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Copyright Office emphasizes the importance of 
keeping one of these copies in special record 


leposit, in view of the frequent necessity of 


with copyright suits 


reference in connection 
and the danger of copies being mis! 
if swallowed up in the collections 
accessible to the public 

In view of these considerations 
mmend favorable 

and should the 
rther, 


referred to a 


tee finds itself unable t 
Mr. 


iation desire to act f 


re¢ 


> : . 
Ranck's plan 


action on | 


assoc itis suggested 


I 
os 


that the subject be special com 


mittee. 
recalled that on the 


It will be passage of the 


Public Documents act this association committed 
itself definitely to the proposition that a trained 
Dr. J. G. 


the work which had 


public servant, like Ames, should be 


kept in charge of hitherto 
been under his direction 
of Mr. Crandall 


subject « 


and the appointment 


political in its origin, was the 


f serious criticism. This criticism was 
concerned entirely with the method of appoint- 
ment, quite apart from the personal capacity of 
the appointee, and the work accomplished under 
Mr. Crandall’s direction has been cordially rec- 
ognized by the association and its members gen- 
ns taken t 


erally notwithstanding the excepti 


of his appx 


the principle 
Publi 


the post of 


jintment. On Nov. 17, 
d Mr. Crandall 
Docu- 
Doc- 


1897, the Printer reduce 


fron Superintendent of 
ments to the position of librarian of the 
ument Office, and an ‘‘ emergency appointment” 
the Public 

Dox 


A memorial 


made by 
Office of Public 


Louis C. Ferrell. 


was Printer placing the 


uments in charge of Mr. 
asking for Mr 


Crandall’s reinstatement 


was signed by many 
librarians, particularly those of depository li- 
nade 


by this 


braries, and efforts were by the officers of 


the association and committee to save 


this new and important bureau from the rav- 


ages of the After considera- 


‘spoils system.” 


ble delay, a vacancy was declared 


in the 


formally 
position of Superintendent of Docu- 
ments, and a Civil Service examination was held 
May 20, results of which have n 


1898, the t yet 


been 


announced It was hoped that, in view 
of the permanent character of the bill provid- 


ing for this officer, and under the protection 
of the Civil Service law, the post of Superin- 
tendent of Documents might be divorced from 


political appointment and have the benefit of 
continuous administration by a person who 


had shown capacity for the work and acquired 


SESSION, 
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xperience in it, itil there sl e de 
rea n for a hange i whatever the <« 
ne t c rex nt tan 4 c ess 
t y i his fr } pre i the 
futur 
Since the last report of tl I ttee two new 
olumes e regular inde lave bee sued 
I lex ’ " nt ' f 
i s Second Sess DD 
3, 18907 and the sa for t 
s First Sess M 5— July 
e first f hich w ied ir 
18 ‘ t eight nt nd the 
second on Jan. 24, 18908 st S n 
the « se of the per c 1 I € 
of ur a r read bie prom ss wl h 
sets good pace for future work These 
follow the plan of the previous volume, wit 
the additior f a numerica st of document 
and re rts, making it possible t cate ea 
by nu er, as we is by author, title, ar 
ject 
The Monthl atalogue has beer n 
tinued, a a measure is pending increas 
the edition fr 2000 to 40x 
The serie f pi ( é ents know i 
‘ Message and Doc ent ha eer t 
the documents < tained that f ‘ 
series ng fur he elsew he n mew hat 
clearer and better shape though not yet the 
best shape Che half-ref n this part ur 
emphasizes the importance of a thorough re- 
adjustment of the public cument confusior 
as to title-pages arid back-lettering 
The deplorable lack of effort on the part of 
many state governments to systemat llect 
preserve, and exchange the official publications 
of their several departments h ne lly 
home to many librarians and students who ay 
preciate the value of these records, especially 
important where, as in this « try ne state 


perien 


able in other states Much excellent work in 


this direction is being done by lual ate 
librarians and by several state histor socie 
ties, but this work should be carried on officially 
and systematically in every state through its 
state library The chief difficulty in the way! 
the too general custon f making the stat 
librarianship a matter of political preferment 
instead of profes nal advancement, which 


deprives the legislative body looking to the 
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state librarian as an official source of informa- 
tion, the people of the state and students 
throughout the country of that continuous 
service especially necessary in this field. A 
resolution covering this matter is submitted by 
the committee. 


During the past year, however, one most im- 





portant addition has been made to state bibliog- 


raphy inthe ‘‘ Publications of the state of Ohio, 
1803 — 1896,” compiled by R. P. Hayes, which 


presents in compact, semi-tabulated form a 


check list of Ohio issues, such as should be 
issued by every other state in the Union, unless 
more elaborate bibliographies are practicable. 
A ‘ Bibliography of Vermont," compiled from 
material collected by M. D. Gilman, was pub- 
ished in 1897, but this refers to books about the 
state, and only incidentally and imperfectly t 
State publications. Special attention may be 


’ 
tax 





called, also, to the bibliographies on 
and on municipal affairs issued from the Indiana 
State Library, although outside the field of state 
bibliography proper 

In relation with the list of state publications 
announced in connection with the ‘‘ American 
catalogue which list was to include, on the 


system hitherto adopted for the ‘‘ American cata- 


gut an extension of these entries backward 
to the beginning of each state full materials 


have been received from Massachusetts, New 

Hampshire, Maine, Ohio, Indiana, lowa, and 

Wisconsin; similar material has been promised 

from New York, and printed reports were sent 

is material by Pennsylvania and Michigan. 
, 


Reply post-cards indicating willingness to co- 


perate were sent by state librarians or other 
ficials of all states except New Jersey, Dela- 
ware, South Carolina, West Virginia, Tennes- 


e, Kentucky, Missouri, Texas, Arizona, and 
California, from which no replies to letters have 
been received. It is now proposed to issue 
that list in two parts, the first including, it is 
hoped, the New Engiand siates, New York, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, 
Illinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin, as the states 
from which most ample and best results can be 
secured, making this an example to the other 


states whose lists will be left for a second divi- 
sion. In this manner it is hoped to make at 
least a check list which would show to some 

xtent the valuable material concealed in state 
| 


locuments, and willalso give a convenient basis 


for noting and filling gaps. 


Another valuable field for public documents 
is that of the issues of the several cities — but 
this opens so wide a field as to be beyond pres 
ent possibility and intention. The interest that 
has been aroused in municipal bibliography by 
reason of the important political developments 
in city governments in recent years has pro- 
duced much result in this field, and particular 
attention should be drawn to the bibliography 
on municipal affairs, included in the initial 
number (March, 1897) of the publication called 
} 


Municipal Affairs, issued by the Reform Clul 


of New York. 
rhe following resolutions are presented 


Resolved, That the American Library Ass« 
ciation respectfully urges upon Congress the 
passage of the supplementary bill (S. B.2842) pro- 
viding for further improvements in methods of 
issuing government documents, or an equiva 
lent measure, in accordance with the general 
methods already approved by this association 
in previous conierences 

Resolved, That the American Library Ass 
eciative thanks t 
" ] } 


ation expresses its appr 
] opments which 


Congress for the recent « 
have assured to the Library of Congress the 
opportunity to take rank with the great national 
libraries of the world, and it respectfully pet 

tions that the true position of the library may 
be recognized by its formal! designation as the 
National Library; that it recommends that the 
general management of the library, under the 
d 


eve 





irection of Congress, shall be intrusted toa 

board of regents, assuring permanence of 
system in its control and methods; and that it 
approves the proposal that the collection and 
cataloging of the public documents shall | 


transferred to the control of the National Li- 
brary. 

Resolved, That the American Library Asso- 
ciation, emphasizing the great statistical and 
historical value of state publications, and recog- 
nizing the unsatisfactory methods of issuing 
collecting, and distributing such documents in 
vogue in many of the states, instructs the Pul 
lic Documents Committee to make official inquiry 
concerning the existing files of such docum 
for presentation at the next conference « 
association, and urges upon the several stat 
authorities that steps be taken for the more 
systematic collection and better preservation of 
their official printed documents and their wider 
use by the people, and that it proffers its « 
operation to that end. 





ent 
* +} 


R. P. HAyYEs I move that the first resolu- 
tion recommended by the committee be adopt- 
ed. 

F. P. Hitt. — These are very important res« 


lutions, and it seems to me that we want to be 


sure that they are in proper shape and hav« 
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FIRST 


time toconsiderthem. I move to amend that all 








the resolutions be referred to the Committee on 
Resolutions, and that these resolutions be print- 
ed and distributed within the next 24 hours 

J. N. LARNED Action taken on the final re 
port of the Committee on Resolutions is usuall 
taken hurriedly at the last of the proceedings 
when there is less than the present attendance. 
I doubt if there is much difference of opinion 
regarding the several points presented, and it 


5 
ri 


seems better that we s 


ild finish action at this 
time. 

H. L. It 
plan to have these resolutions in the 
of the 


it would 


ELMENDORI would be a good 


hands of 


every member association before they 


are acted on ; also be well not t 


post- 
pone action till the final resolutions are taken, 
bu 
for their 


t that the president appoint a definite time 


consideration after they appear in 


print. 
P. FP. Best. 1 will eliminate that part of 
my suggestion which refers the matter to the 


Committee on 
that the the 
Committee on Public Documents be printed for 
distribution. 

R. R. Bowker. — I would take the liberty 


asking in behalf of the c 


Resolutions and merely move 
| 


| 


} 


resolutions I 


as recommende: \ 


f 
yk 


mmittee that, as the 


resolutions should really have very careful at- 


tention, the subject be postponed till to-morrow 


morning, during which time, if possible, the 
resolutions should be put in print. I ask, there- 


fore, that they t ) 


e made a special order for t 
morrow morning. 

The motion pending was withdrawn, and 
there being no objection, the consideration 


the 


of 
Pul lic 


Documents Committee was made a special order 


resolutions recommended by the 


for Wednesday morning at 9.30. 


C. H. Gou_p made the following 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEI FOREIGN 
DOCUMENTS 
C. H. Gou_p. — In behalf of the committee 
I have to report that the list of French publi 
documents which Mr. Andrews has prepared 


t 
has been edited for publication by Miss Hasse 


and is now in the printer's hands. 
be 
adjournment of this conference. 

No additional work has been 
than the initial 


It is hoy ed 


that a final proof may received before the 


undertaken other 


j 


steps toward ing 


a (,er- 


man list of a similar nature. 
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I think that the mmittee is much indebted 
to Mr. Andrews and to Miss Hasse for compil 
ng this French list They have done all the 
work tailed ts preparation, and this has 
been no slight task 

Ihe committee desires to have this report 
considered as a report of progress 1 pted 

Metvit Dewey Miss Hasse did the final 
editorial work on this list of French documents, 
and we are printing it in Albany as a stat 

rary letin. 

Mrs. S. C. Fa HILD read the 

REI oO! MMITTE! LEM} 

A. L. A. CATALOM 

Your committee have carried on the work 

according to the plan outlined by the report of 


the committee at the Philadelphia conference 


for the preparation of a five-year supplement 


covering books published in the English lan 
guage, 1893-97, inclusive The following are 
the most important features of the plan 

An extension of the idea of securing expert 
udgment has been provided for by forming 
small committees of librarians and specialists 


on each important subject, each member exam 


ining each book on his subject and also taking 
the responsibility for his vote. rhe preface 
will contain the names of all co-operators, with 
the distinct statement that every book has the 


full approval of every member of the committee 


} 
} 


on each subject except as initials after indi- 
vidual titles indicate individual disapproval 
Chis will insure more thorough work than has 
ever before been secured in co-operative book 
selection 

An agreement on a basis of selection, both a 
general basis and a special basis for each sul 


ect, will maintain a desirable unity of plan, and 


; 


a statement of the basis of selection will add 
much to the value of the supplement. 

It is not difficult to secure the interest and 
co-operation of specialists. Dr. Nicholas Mur- 
ray Butler and Prof. F. H. Giddings, of Colum 
bia; Prof. George Harris, of Andover; Prof 
J. W. Jenks and Prof. Charles De Garm: f 
Cornell ; Prof. (¢ M. Andrews, of Bryn Mawr 
Prof. H. B. Adams, of Johns Hopkins; and 
Hamilton W. Mabie, of the Ou? represent 
the type of men who are already working for 
and with us 

In Philadelphia in 1897 the association vote 
tu isk the lublishing Se t publish the 
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supplement. In May, 1898, the Publishing 
Section accepted an offer of the New York 
State Library to print the supplement as a bul- 


of 
printed the catalog of the A. 


Education in 1893 
L. A. library for 
The supplement will contain 


letin, just as the Bureau 
the association. 


a classified and an author list. In the author 


list the class number by the Decimal and Ex- 
pansive classifications and the dictionary head- 
The bulletin 


ng will be given with each title. 


will be issued in November, 1898. 
SALOME CUTLER FAIRCHILD, Chairman. 
J. N. LARNED, F. M. CRUNDEN, 
C. M. HEwINn G. T. Lirrie, 
R. G. THWAITES, G. M. JONES. 


Me.Lvit Dewey. — While the committee has 
not promised to print annotations and does not 
find it practicable to undertake to annotate the 
entire list, we shall be glad to print and the 
committee will be glad to secure annotations 
as far as obtainable from competent sources, so 
that if have 


tions or notes and will send them to the com- 


any persons interested annota- 
mittee they will be used as far as practicable 
in adding to the value of this important work. 


In the absence of H. C. WELLMAN his report on 


BRANCHES AND DELIVERIES 


was accepted as printed in the preliminary 
papers. 
(See p. 8.) 
W. E. Foster presented the 


REPORT ON LIBRARY BUILDINGS, 
which was accepted as printed in the prelimi- 
nary papers. 
(See p. 13.) 
W. E. 
report we aimed also to secure an exhibit which 
As to this 


The gallery sup- 


Foster.—In addition to the printed 


might be examined on the spot. 


exhibit, look around you. 


plies an ideal place to exhibit the views and 
plans sent in; others are posted on the walls 
and along the stairway, and still others are 
in portfolios on the tables. We have also a col- 


lection of 400 slides of library views and plans, 


and I will simply add that this report will 
be concluded by an evening exhibit of these 
lantern-slides in this place. 

Dr. G. E, Wire's 

REPORT ON CATALOGS AND CLASSIFICATION 


was accepted as printed in the preliminary 
papers. 


(See p. 18.) 
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Miss C. M. HEwINns presented the 


REPORT ON CHILDREN’S READING, 


which was accepted as printed in the 


pre- 


liminary papers. 
(See p. 35.) 
Miss C. M. Hewins. — Iff a small room open- 
ing off of 


ceived from the libraries that sent answers to my 


this is an exhibit what I have re- 
postals. Only about one-third of the cards that I 
sent out were answered; and I should like toask 
now and here for reports, bulletins, or anything 
that any library in the country has done in con- 
nection with work with and for children. 
Miss C. M. HEwINs read a summary of Miss 
E. P. ANDREWS’ 
REPORT ON 


GIFTS AND BEI 


(See p. 52.) 
Joseru Le Roy HARRISON presented his 
REPORT ON LEGISLATION AND STATE AID, 
which was accepted as printed in the prelim- 


inary papers. 


(See p. 23.) 
JOHN THOMSON'’S 
REPORT ON OPEN SHELVES 
was also accepted as printed in advance. 


(See p. 40.) 


Adjournment was taken at 12.50 p. m. 


SECOND SESSION. 


(THE WALDMERE, TUESDAY AFTERNOON, JUL) 


y 5.) 


The meeting was called to order by the presi- 
dent at 2.40 o'clock. 

Successive reports were made by those na:ned 
below on 


LIBRARY SCHOOLS AND 
TERISTICS OF 


SENTED BY A REPRESENTATIVE O! 


rRAINING CLASSES 
EACH 


ITS FACULTY 


DISTINGUISHING CHARA( RE- 


MELVIL DEWEY "(see p. 59); Miss M. W. 
PLUMMER (see p. 60); Miss A. B. KRoOEGER, 
(see p. 62); Miss K. L. SHARP (see p. 63); 
Mrs. S. C. FAIRCHILD (see p. 66); Miss L. E. 
STEARNS (see p. 67); W. I. FLETCHER (see p. 
67); W. H. Brett (see p. 68); G. E. Wire 
(see p. 69); Mrs. H. C. WADLEIGH (see p. 69). 


W. I. FLercuer read a paper on 


INFLUENCE OF LIBRARY SCHOOLS IN RAISING 


rHE 


GRADE OF LIBRARY WORK. 


(See p. 70.) 














SECOND 


named below short ac ints of 


The se 


gave 
their experience in the management of 
ELEMENTARY LIBRARY ASSES } 

Miss C. M. Hewitns (see p. 71) 
DOREN (see p. 72); 


Miss H. H. STANLEy read a paper on 


' 
SUMMER LIBRAI A ASSI 
{4 Z } 74 } 
Successive statements, as follows, were made 
in answer to the question 
WILL THE INTER] ION BI 


W.1. FLercue 





is seems an innecessary 


juestion, because it is perfectly clear that we 
now have both a few well-equipped schools 
with strong faculties at central points and a 
large number of small schools and classes scat 


teredthrough the country. Why should we dis- 
cuss the question whether one of these would be 
better than the other, when we have both and 


ing to have more of 
ild enter a demurrer to the expression 
‘ the interests of the profession. We are not 
s the 
or to discuss what will promote the interests 
te the 
work 


Suppose is 


here to discus interests of the profession 


f 


the profession, but we are here to prom 


interests of ‘‘sawing wood and getting 


done By the term “interests” I 





meant the interests we are seeking to promote 
How can it be otherwise than that these will 
best be served by due attention to both kinds 
of schools and classes 

S. H. Berry.—The question of equipment is 


> around which this phase of the subject 
centre, and I am forced as I think of 


advocate the side of centralization. None but 


the largest and best libraries can have the 


equipment to illustrate the right and wrong 
way of doing things, and to show how to meet 
the various problems of a work full of prol 


lems. No others can have upon their staff per 


sons qualified to teach, for the teaching in 
should be by 


specialist in one or two points « 


various lines specialists, and a 


annot give the 
training which the work calls for 


The average is high in our profession, but the 
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t rise above the averags re the 
es who will Id the fort coming years 
The schools ha ot trained all the rarians 
the past; the schools w t train all 
librarians of the future t vill set the 
I Cher et e who learn their pro- 
fessi by the slowa sure proces experi 
e but he wil loes so learns aga t great 
ids and must spend a great an nt of time 
n unlear g what the student the class ha 
en taughttoa 1. But y nature, tr g 
nd taste he is led tot vork | 1 learn it 
ugainst any odds Ag », tl maller | ry 
can train assistants to the workt have to 
d n the way they are the h t of doing it 
but this is not educat t is lear f 
thing, but it not education 
Even the best training ler the most favor 
able circumstances ot prepare one to meet 
ill problems 1 every emergency; the first 
week of rk away from the class-room w 
bring up questions which the class work 
not anticipate, therefore part of thet ling 
s teaching ptabilit The best educat 
the world has ever known is the present-day 
educat ause it teaches the reason for 
things and the pr ple iderlying them 
Mere informat Ss not ! ti The 
tention may good when a rary with 1 
fficient staff and equipment offers to take 


students for a course, but a wrong has been 





lone whe 1 young man or young woman de 
Siring to prepare for a career of usefulness or 
of enlarged usefulness, with the legitimate e> 
pectat of a better income, is led by advice of 
those wl re posed to know to take a 
course of study which does not prepare them t 
pet essfully with the best work \ 
m¢ ny library has suffi t staff to take two 
thr students and pre] them to do toler 
y good work t the days are uy S, at 
the mmencement of the second decade of 
library I l work, when better tha erably 
Q 1 work is demanded of us 1 it i rising 
lence 
Miss A ke W 1 While f rary 
scl snow existing present cha ter ( ri 
ations each fills a spe want. Be e Ge 1 
eed t present o the est ele ry 
tra schools re 1 hy the I 
state sh 1 not ntinue its high gra 
strictly technical training Phe need fors f 


in elementary work is acrving ne 
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with us among a class who are beyond the A B 


Cs of literature. I refer to the large number of 
librarians holding office who have had no tech- 
nical training and yet who, by executive ability 
and good, common sense, have been enabled to 
manage their boards of directors, bring order 
out of chaos, and make the library a centre of 


literary activity. To such a one the summer 
school course of six weeks, which requires no 
civil service examination for entrance and con- 
fines itself strictly to the primary rules of classi- 
fication, cataloging, accessioning, shelf-listing, 
is a godsend, and raises the self-respect of 
Theref 


come to the conclusion, after study of the ques- 


etc., 


the conscientious librarian. re, | have 


that its answer is not cither class or school 


tion, 
alone, but doth. 
W. H. Brerr. —If this question is a practical 


one it implies that the schools now in existence 
are not adequate to meet the need, that there- 
the is likely to 
that this association should consider what form 


fore number be increased, and 
of school is best suited to the need and encourage 
the establishment of such ones. 

We have now in the country four well-estab- 
lished schools, three in the extreme east and 
one in the middle west, all doing excellent work. 
We cannot, 


such as those mentioned 


however, divide them into classes 


in the subject of this 


discussion, nor have we in the brief history of 


library education data which may bear upon 
the question — we may, therefore, take a les- 
son from experience in other fields of educa- 
tion 

Ohio is notable for the number rather than 


for the quality of its colleges. I think there are 


over 40 in the state granting degrees. Two or 
three at the head of the list fairly rank among 
the best colleges in the country. A few at the 
foot give a mere travesty of a college educa- 
tion. Most of them offer courses which, while 
they cannot be compared to the great universi- 
ties, still offer to their students breadth, culture, 
thoroughness. 

I believe that the criticism of any educator 
be that the 
Ohio has been on the whole a benefit. 


will multiplication of schools in 

A close analogy to the work of library schools 
may be found in those schools devoted to spe- 
cial training for teaching or other professional 
work. No one will question that the multipli- 
of normal schools and the bringing of 


of the school- 


cation 


special training for the work 
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room practically within the reach of all has 
While the 


training in our smaller normal schools does not 


been a great benefit to our schools. 


equal that of the older anc more famous ones, 
they certainly do give a fair preparation for 
their work to many of our teachers who would 
be otherwise untrained. 

Consider also the preparation for the law. 
Not many years ago the study of law in Ohio 
consisted of reading for a time in the office of a 
lawyer and then taking an examination which 
was merely a form. The young man had just 
so much preparation as he had been able to 
acqu practically unaided, and he began to 
practice law ard to learn his profession at the 


expense of his early clients. Now several law 


schools have been established, a much more 


thorough preparation is required, a state com- 
missioner examines the candidates and admits 
the successful ones tothe bar. At the last ex- 
amination, which was held recently, one school 
sent up 15 applicants, with one failure; another 
two others had 


32, with one failure; and one or 


the same small proportion of ill success; one 
school, however, sent up 18 candidates with 1: 
failures. I think we have here examples, both 
of the benefit and of the possible disadvantages, 
of the multiplication of the professional schools 
and we have also, in the work of the commis 
sion, the means suggested by which the possi 
ble disadvantages may be avoid 
When we consider the high standard 
and required by the New York State Library 
School, and realize that this is the standard by 
which the work of the schools already estab- 


lished elsewhere by graduates of the New York 


adopted 


school is measured, we cannot see that there ha 
been or is likely to be any dangerous tendency 
The 


the 


toward hasty and insufficient training. 

essential condition of good work is that 
smaller school should recognize its limitations 
and aim at thorough training in the funda 
mental things rather than 
larger field less thoroughly. 


attempt to cover a 


If, finally, an examining board could be es 
tablished which would give diplomas to candi- 
dates from all schools it would form a safeguard 
against superficiality. Under such conditions 
other schools might safely be established, as 
needed, and the largely endowed, fully equipped, 
ideal library school of the future may develop 
from one of the smaller schools of the pres- 


ent. 














= 
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SECOND 


Miss Epiru E. CLARKE read a paper on 


rHE LIBRARY OF THE LII ARY HOO AN 


ro steer a ship one must have a point to steer 
for; to train a librarian one must see clearly 
what the ideal librarian should be 

The three chief qualifications of a librarian 
‘7 


have been stated as, 1, business or executive 


ability; 2, technic knowledge; and 3, culture 


The first, while it may be aided, cannot be 
taught. Of course, knowledge and experience 
of the work of organizing and systematizing 
add to one's ability to manage a business, but 
the essential characteristics of executive ability, 
it.¢., force, energy, tact, industry, and judg- 
ment, are not included in the curriculum of any 
school. 

The second qualification, technical knowl- 
edge, is what the library school is expected to 


teach, and upon the equipment 





rests essentially its fitness for th 
school must possess three teaching agencies 
1,a faculty; 2, a curriculum; 3, an equipment 
for practical work. The lastis the present su 
ject of consideration. The library t 


library school a relation quite beyond and addi- 





to that which it bears to the school of 
law or medicine or theology; it is the labora- 


tory; the place where the student sees applied 


and applies himself the precepts and principles 
taught him. Taking as an instance instruction 


in cataloging alone, proficiency inthe art depends 


on how large a collection of books has come 
within the student's reach; in other words, in 


brary he has 


how large and how scholarly ali 
worked. 

The popular library, ranging in size from 
5000 to 40,000 volumes, comprises only works 
familiar in subject, title, and style. As the col- 
lection goes beyond the 100,000 volume mark, 
or in the case of a scholar’s library reaches 
50,000, it begins to include rarer, costlier, ab- 
struse and technical works, and as size and 
scholarship increase whole classes are included 
the existence of which is not hinted at in libra 
ries less large and scholarly, and which are a 
totally unexplored region to the cataloger whose 
experience is restricted to the popular collec 


tion. If this is true in cataloging itis true of 





ion of this paper to the pre 


* Owing to the special re | 





ceding discussion its essential points are here give 


Stract 
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ther process s work, she sting 
and loan work f g, above t sif 
tior r eference w Here a t C 
with ft gra gr 1 tothe racter of the 
library in wit the work ist ne! in 
absolute necessity \r bibliography is 
juaintance with books wit each isolated 
inrelated, distinct individual of the book w 
The more books seen, the wider kn e; the 
more scholarly the collection opentothe student, 
the more valuable and scholarly the bit gr 
ical informatior juired 

rhere is danger that the poy t nd may 
get the idea that techr ] pr sses may be 
taught by the rar sch sit with t 
knowledge and use of t iter t ‘ h 
those processes are to applied, that wit! 
out the books themselves Last winter th 


C., and at the very moment of its a liring 
merely a local habitatior i a name, without 
a ection of KS I ny kind . S an- 
nour i thata rary school would be open 

to who sl! apply From this extreme 


case of a library school without a library there 


ire Various gr tions of « ment among the 
various schools that now e t The essentia 
point is, therefore, that the library ld | 
recognized as a contr ng fact n the y 
of training which the library scl \ 
and which must, rt f eing ¢ ‘ : 
sult in a differes t in the preparation of 
graduates for library work or in a preparat 


for different grades of w 


The third ilification of the librarian | 
been stated as lture, that inward spiritual 
activity, with it haracteristi f right fee g 
of intelligence, of sympathy The techr l 
pre es may be mastere t the spir cing 
lacking a barren administration re ng in 








ial and moral influences of the library may 
result in one more mec! for the higher 
life the body s« al being rendered inert 
through the incapacity of itsadministrator. To 


develop this inward spiritual activity isthe duty 


of the teachers and of the school The agency 
by which the library disseminates tl culture 
is through the influence of literature f books. 
Culture cannot be cultivated as one raises mus! 
rooms or teaches multiplication. But by re ! 


ing some familiarity with the world’s literatur 


in the entrance examinations, by provi 
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‘ equipped rar I t ting na suff 
ntly R er 7 ; ‘ ‘ ur 
he library I ture which literatut 
t Ss ste ] 

Mt Di y rhis s ctof training 
be he most important topic befor 
rn ur shiy We want t l it 
re n the f Some time ago s ¢ 
went the history the ¢ War and was 
ones ed to fir ’ rt three excey s, 
t ea rk of that w was do y the 
¢ wh id eC tr 1 Vest Pe re 
Man rave mer vonderful t gs, butt 
essent vork of the Civil War w lone by 
g uate f our tr rv l D 
y el e that re 5 I t 
idemies scat 1 al t we should a 
! thr : : : ] tca fror 
I n a the s 1 where a 
t was masse and wher they |} it t 
supreme thing, ¢ tmosphere of e pla 
If y break ttle parties of five I 

r 12, 1 ca t ave the atr phere that 

you get wher r 200 earnest men and 
\ e P th best f the whol 
together; every brea they 
raw br mething of inspiration 

A profess i ucat that amount t 
anything means endowment, strong character 
the best general education; and this is abso- 
tely impossible unless we centr: - On the 
ther hand, it wou n absurdity to havea 
few ersities and t to ha the common 
schools. We want a training class in every 
library that can have one; it is a good thing 
s only to teach the nitors how to sweey 
ind dust better But when that ele ntary 
work ] 1 profess altr ng e mislead 
¢ I have said n y times regard 

t ges, that the n who graduates fron 
rta c t re sense of loyalty 
ends his y t t same « ege wh¢ he 
knows het ht f n to a better or m 
ts a crime in not sending that y to th 
| that will make his | argest and richest. 
Tt lifficulty with the O i Institute, r rred 
to by Miss Clarke, was si thatits orga er 
vere establishing nstitution and they said 

We will train journalists and seamstresses 

etc.,” and some one said, There are a great 


any young women in libraries; we will start a 


library scho and they did 


without, perhaps, 




















any conception of was. 
rhere are people w fuse rarianship wit! 
the elementary work of the clerk or the type- 
writer If any one wishes to start a school t 
teach peo; how t lo elementary work, we . 
and good ; but we want librarianship on the 
] c one rt rned professions Tha 
mears unive ty v nts la university 
atmosphere 

We ru r or lisadvantage in Albany 
and that is that we are not in a great teaching 
university hat is the rt t peful feat 
of the Illir sch l, which isal ry scl 
in a great university on the s plane as the 
ther schools I advantage that we ha 
Albany is that we have the first stat brary 


created an 


f the ries and an 
useful for st ents, t 
at sphere that is 

Mrs. S. C. Fau 
paid to library str 





we ha ir work 


me that this is the h 


ve 


1 mainta d by the stat 
tion to expend in beh: 
rgar ition that is ve 
t we lack this univer 
I rt t 
M Fletcher 
att t for whicl 
tt nstruction of th 
proved the t f 
braries I t is tru 
t si i ecog nize 
not g re than tl 
t beg 1 it see s 
e of tl roader fie 





which instruction is taking We ive 
recular sct ot aus , 
regular schools, our summer schools, I 
mal instruction in the larg iblic librarie 


and then 


classes for assistants, under the charge of t 
brarian Through all of these it is poss 
for every one n the rarv service t ome t 
have a knowledge and love of books, and, ; 


though technique is rtant and essent 
d ot believe we will ever do our best wor 
till every ne, from the head f the I 
down, knows books and loves books, so that 
is possible for them to ike others k \ 


books. 

H. L. ELMENDOR! 
f Mr. Dewey's. 

s wh 


one among u 


of one of these small 
was possible at one of 
n the other hand 


can be given in our ! 
must go without it ent 


of assistants, for we 


ould advise the 


is not, I fancy f 
tra 


classes when attendar 


nless 


raries in a small w 


the 


di 


irely for 


cannot is we woul 


Ly wi 
great mass 


ld 








und require every assistant to go t library 
school. These training classes and I s 
ire doing a wonderful work, not for t 
ssistants but for the professiot 1 f t 
y raries themselves One thing the larg 
scl S n do is to send experts ir ir 
rge libraries, to tea where they king 
tson h for the nefit those w I 
rarians elsewher a Strengthen 
f right proj nes t tl 
vidua rg rary I re great field 
for this work the future think there is 
t 1 this field t th th le at the 
great 
A recess was taken at 5.35 
TH1i ; ‘ 5 / A 
THe WA {ERE, WEDNESDAY M 
| y 6.) 
alle to order t President 
P 
unced that the spe 
order of the morning was the consideratior 








system 











its 


conti 











the first resolution, which reads as f ws 
Resi That the American Library Assi 
ation respectfully urges upon Congress t 
passage of the supplemental bill (S. B. 2842) 
providing for further impr nents in methods 
f issuing government a 1 nts rane liv 
nt measure accordance with the gene 
methods already approve y this associatior 
n previous conferenc« 
This resolution as framed and esented t 
the association has the cordial pport of the 
resent as well as of the recent Superintendent 
f Docun ts ] od 
R. R. Bowker The second re ! 
reads as follows 
Re Z, Thatt 
ation ex] esses t 
Congress for the cl 
have assured to t the 
pportunity to tak nal 
braries of the w et 
ns that the true nay 
be recognized by t the 
National Library; that it mmends that the 
general management of brary, ler the 
direction of Congress, shall be intrusted t 
board of regents, assuring permanence of 


and that 
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the student, and any new departure which would 


call off the energies of the library force from 
this task is to be deprecated I am, therefore, 
arly of opinion that the consideration of the 
resolution should be postponed 
4 FERRI Superiniendent f Docu- 
ments) On the subject of the proposed trans- 
er of part of the Office of Documents to 


the Congressional Library it would probably 
be lvantageous to postpone action for the 


resent, to see how the present plan operates. 


: : 

Chis office has only been in operation for three 
r four years, and everything is still in a trans- 

ition state, with room for improvement. I am 

disposed to co-operate with this association and 


with libraries all over the country in every way 
possi le 

I have now in mind a change on which I 
would like to say a few words, and that is 
in regard to the printing of the document cat- 
alog I should like to have the law amended 
so as to print biennially instead of annually 
that is, ¢t make the catalog cover a whule 
Congress. It would be much better to have 


catalog covering the 55th Con- 





gress than one covering the first session and 
ippearing perhaps in the middle of the next 
Congress. If a plan can be adopted for print- 
i 1 monthly catalog that will take the place 
of the document catalog, and that can be con- 
idated at the end of a term of Congress, 
it will enable us to have it printed within a 
few months after the close of that Congress. 
In order to get any such changes made I should 
ke to have the co-operation of the library as- 
sociation It has begun to be recognized that 
the library association has a controlling interest 
in matters relating to the printing and distribu- 
tion of public documents, and in the chairman 
of the Senate committee it has a stanch sup- 
porter. 

In regard to these resolutions I give my 
hearty assent to the proposed changes in the 
printing, binding, and distribution of documents. 
I do not approve specially of any particular 
bill, but I think the laws ought to be changed 
and shall give my hearty co-operation to any 
movement in that direction 

R. R. BowKER. Nothing, it seems to me, 
has better shown the tone of this association 
and the trustin the fairness of the association 
than the history of its relations with this 


important office of Superintendent of Docu- 
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ments. We have had occasion to criticise in 
two cases the method of appointment to this 
office. In each case the new incumbent has 
been caused to feel, and has, I think, sincerely 
felt, sure of a welcome and of a fair hearing 
from this association and from every librarian. 
I hope that we shall not lose Mr. Crandall from 
the library field; I think we have reason at this 
moment to congratulate ourselves that in the 
new incumbent we have also one who will sym- 
pathize with the purposes of this association 
and certainly do his best to co-operate with it 
when he believes it is in the right. A 

he motion that the resolution be referred to 
the council was carried. 

Mr. BowKER moved the adoption of the third 


resolution, as follows 


Resolved, That the American Library Asso- } 
ciation, emphasizing the great statistical and 
historical value of state publications, and recog- 
nizing the unsatisfactory methods of issuing, 
collecting, and distributing such documents in 
vogue in many of the states, instructs the Pub 
lic Documents Committee to make official in 
quiry concerning the existing files of such 
locuments for presentation at the next confer 
ence of the association, and urges upon the 
several state authorities that steps be taken for 
the more systematic collection and better pres- 
ervation of their official printed documents 
and their wider use by the people, and that it 


} Voted 


proffers its co-operation to thatend. | d. 


ADDITIONAL C YRIGHT DEPOSITORIES. 


R. R. BowKEeR. — The Committee on Publi 
Documents meant to indicate in its report that 
it could not give its support to the proposition 
of Mr. Ranck regarding additional copyright 
depositories, and that if the association dis- 
agreed with that course it would be preferable 





to refer that matter to a special committee 
Practicaily the committee reported against the 
plan, but tried to make it easy for the associa 
tion to disagree with the committee.” 

W. I, FLetcuer. — This seems to me a ques 
tion which has received considerable attention, 





and I should be sorry if by our present passing 
of this matter we should seem to be preventing 
an inquiry that is regarded by many as of 
considerable importance. 

Dr. G. E. Wire presented the 


FINAL REPORT OF THE W. F. POOLE MEMORIAI 
COMMITTEE. 


This committee, appointed at the Denver con- 
ference, consisted of : F. M. Crunden, librarian 
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ike a careful examination of the 
relations now existing between libraries a: 
schools 
(2) In t to pursue 
ts juiry of circulars 
ind throug ational and 
rary [ nform th 
argest possible number of school and library 
ple of s h things, now being done, as seem 
t ring al t helpful relations between schools 
ind raries 
3) To examine with care into such questions 
as the f wing 
1) Howt ndu i arians to acquaintt I 
eeds of the school-room ; and 
u teachers t make themselves 
ar with the possibilities of public 
en lrage n schools t 
uction in the use of books and 
induce high schools, colleges, 
s to establish ‘‘schools of the 
7?) How to promote the introduction of school- 
room libraries 
¢) How to induce more public libraries to 
pen special departments for children and 
teachers. 
(/) How to increase the interest of parents in 
the reading of their children 
( How to make more accessible for parents 
ind teachers select and annotated lists of books 
for the young, and how to promote their use 
(4) How to promote close relations, through 
| 


int meetings and otherwise, of parents, teach- 


ers, and librarians. 
(¢) How to encourage the careful treatment 
of books by young peopl 
(7) How to arrive at conclusions of value in 
regard to the treatment of young people, as 
far as reading is concerned, during the adoles- 
4 


cent period 





(4) How to convey to sch irds and 
teachers in fr te districts a sense of their 
needs in the way of g 1 books well used, 
and information as to how such books can best 
be secured 

A carefu nsiderat 
done leads your comr 
priation by the proper 
pe r ot vestigatior b 

Your ¢ mittee asks consideration of the 
ibove report and additional suggestions for the 

ymmittee's future work 

Respectfully submitted, 
|]. C. DANA, Chatrman 

S. S. GREEN, LuTi£ E. STEARNS, 

L. D. HARVEY, SUSAN F. CHASE, 

C. D. Harpy, LINDA A. EASTMAN, 

Mary W. PLUM™M! ]. E. RUSSELL. 

H. L. Etat RE Mr. Dana has said that 
this committee has no report as a committee 
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It 


luring 


has, 


the 


Li 


come to my 


Asso 


nowledve 
Know iedge 


of the American rary iation 


however, 


year, and very forcibly in the last six weeks, 


hat this committee has been active. Miss 
Chase, of tl juffalo Normal School, chose 
the suggestion of this committee for her thesis 


styling her subject, ‘‘ Reading 


for the adolescent In preparing this paper, 
under the suggestion of this committee, she 
ent questions to some 500 persons in school 


and library work and to a large number of 
young people The re t has been gathered 
nto this thesis, a synopsis of which is to be 
presented to the N. E. A. at its Washington 


meeting and which seems to me the most help- 


1ing that I have read on reading for the 


nd « 


rhe president read a letter from S.S. Green 


peration with the school 
regretting his inability t 
d stating his 
conference of the N. E. A. 
he A. L.A 


ymmittee on Co-operation 


» be present at the ¢ 


n- 


ference ar ntention to attend the 


ashington asa 
from t and a representative 
with the 
Nn. & A 

W. I. FrercuHer.—I move that the report 
read by Mr. Dana, which is to be presented to 
National Ed 


hearty indorsement of 


Association Voted 


the cational Association, has the 


the American Library 


XCURSION NIAGARA FALLS 
MELVIL DEWEY I move that the American 
Library Association go as a body to Niagara 
Falls on Saturday, on a special train to start at 


Voted. 


i.m. 
The subject of Other training for librarians 
and assistants was opened with the topi 
LIBRARY INSTRUCTION BY CORRI NDENCE 
)R THROUGH EXTENSION TEACHIN( 
W. I. FLetcHer. —Can any one here report 
j 


library instruction by « 


S. H. Berry The Y 


rrespondence 


M.C.A 


trong in libraries, but it is strong in having in 
all its branches a small number of books. All 
these branches need some library advice, and 


f the custodians come to me for such ad- 
In 


» instruct 


many 


vice by mail. several instances I have en- 
deavoredt them by correspondence in 
the principal steps they should take to make their 


books useful toall members. But I have found 
the questions in many instances so te hnical and 


y correspondence thata visit 


so hard to handle |! 






























th t lis ts ] ning 
i road possibk 
C haut 1 pr les for innocent 
stimulating of pation in literature 
art, and the gher forms of cial life 
pudiates frivolity, so far as practi le 
an ideal of a social life in which rational 
‘ ng t her will find delight, breadth, and 
nspirat It secks to permeate art, science 
literature, life, and society with the spirit of a 
sympathet ind « lic faith. Chautauqua 
never distinguishes between things s« lar and 
things sacred All things are sacred toa get 
uine soul whose purpose is high nselfis and 
vine 
Chauta 1 Sta for the« re of the peo- 
pie t all iSSs¢ the ricl and the j Or ex 
wl had a rtunity people 
Ww | e lack rtunity but who have in 
t r s for tl 1 won who 
have made t profoundest mark on the litera- 
tt t neces, and tl rt of tt ges are 
en and women w have come fron mpar- 
ively lowly and mble homes. Chauta 
ishes between 
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As a blacksmith, perhaps he does not, but as 
man he needs a college lucation, and Cha 
tauqua stands for the college education as the 
ideal toward which « ryt levery w 
in sh u ] Alr ‘ 

[his is a story which Herbert Adan f 
Johns Hopkins University tells: A young fe 
l f western New York was travellir 

country peddling s e smali cor “ 

tri\ He hear f the Chautauqua Liter 

ry and Scientific Circle He had alwa 
regrette ] tt ne had ] pe ¢ lucat 
The sn stitute ra ed tior : 
n e Cha a t was the prov 
Ss f a systema and rog sive cours¢ f 

nprehensive “we wi wy 1 sim] 
stimulat t the ege does, to persona 
ambition t tery 1 ss for know 

nd beir At I not give 

per r the pa nf , t is not 
compan by t | f ing.) Phat 
young fe wt ct I the CI ta ' 
jua Literary and t ( He stud 
Greek and Roman t he read outlines 























t genuine, to be re and then y may 
f thr gh tl hurried statement what I 
i have y lerstand as ining of 
{ ta jua 
\ r nt HA AH PP, TAME hen took 
é the regular program was cé 
t ed by tt sentation for discussion of 
the topte 
LI ARIE \ Mi I- 
E \ k NEE ETC. 
Mr Dt EY W have voted at Albany 
t egin asystem of alternat rt urses for 
rarians who wish to do s; il work in law 
medicine, a ed t We had at one time 
several ippl ations ! rarians, but had 
one i st gr who had paid 
special attent to that st t We w give 
th nstruction the regular two-year urs¢ 
n ternats ars f next year we take 1] law, 
the f wing year we ll take medicine, s 
that erson wishing t ilify in one of these 
ra es ay or mn three years have an op- 
t ra rse of special instruct 
Dr. G. E. Wirt [he main thing in special- 
atior ff sible, to know the science itself 
efore y take up library work in it. 
ist know s thing of w or c e be- 
re y n do real work in either fle 


| 
i 


hool and practically into every room in every 


hool-house and idressed the children I 
gan with the lowest grade, contrary to Dr 
smer, who begins with the high school I 


ld them briefl) 


e preventi 


| n of cruelty to children and t 


mals, etc., and th organize a 


r the prevention of cruelty to books 


t books told then tories and they appre- 


ted them, but they told me a story different 


ym any that they told others, for when the 


pared for publicati 
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me home to the library they told n 











some sad stories of ill-treatment. I had some 
books to illustrate the point, books marked a 
ver with lead-pencils, greas ks, and book 
hewed up by dogs My final word was that 
we weret ve t not because they wer 
ibrary books or st nging to the city 
but for their own sakes as th ost prec 
thing in this world, fr the book that we rea 
first, wl y case wa Mother Goose I 
remember, to the Bible which is our com 
inion through life [he children at once fel 
into the ¢ ght and resy led promptly t 
the le and wer lelighted with tl 
league pins After the league é 
I asked each teacher to give m« s 
three girls and three boys, each of wl were 


to write the 


best, and tell why they liked it, from the first 
grade up to the ninth. I received over 1 
papers, and the expressions, tl reviews, ar 
the opinions are really worth reading 

Papers on 

APPRENTICESHIP AS A MEAN I 

RAIN 

were read W. I. Fu ' | i 
R. G. Tiwa p. § 

Vice-president F. M. ¢ I took the chair 
and Miss H. P. JAMEs read a short paper on 


Library school courses consist necessarily, ir 


theory. At 


the clearest-headed stu- 


great measure, of instruction in 


their conclusion 


lent must have an inadequate conception of the 


even 





relative val d proportion of the different 





work, a more or less con 
of systems and 


lack of that 


teach so mucl 


requirements, and 


experience wW 


in sO many ways 


It is the practical, often humdrum, actual 


work of the library that must test the value of 


what has been taught in the schools. Espe 
cially is this the ase at the delivery-desk 
Here is the most practical means of learning 


the requirements of cataloging, of discovering 
how many ways there are in trying to “find 
out” about one poor topic; of learning what books 
are best worth buying, how to substitute a better 
book for a poorer one, and of realizing that 


* Abstract, 
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i rings to the test one’s habit of racy 
N atter what department of rary rk 
tends to select as their especial I 
et l rary students t f 
ssible i hance in some wide-awake 
yressive rary, ev ata very small salary, t 
rk att lelivery-desk for s f ths ora 
r Then the relative ilue many t ys 
ght in the schools w e¢ made apparent t 
student, and he will know, as he yt 
herwise have known the be ring eacl 
rt on the whole; and he willa know 
should he obtain at som ture t the 6 
I 1 of a library—the peculiar trials 


temptations, and opportunities of 


Miss then 


read Mrs. LAURA SPECK 


JAMES 
Mr. CRUNDEN 


AT rRAININ 


a library school training 


for 


one 


reparati the pr 





entering 


: i 
fession no one at all acquainted with library 
work will deny, nor that graduates are given a 
standing, in addition to their knowledge of the 

st ways and means, which it would take years 


prentice to acquire t 





yy experience. 





s theoretical learni 





ng, which iss 
h to be desired, is not sometimes a broader 

t k sacrificed to theory, are not details ar 
technicalities allowed t ire the end for 
which these theories were evolved, and is not 
the progress for which the library stands re- 
tarded The fewer the rules and regulations 


the nearer does the librarian me in contact 


the people for whom public librari 


but for these libraries would 


I e the means ort 


he opportunity get i 
struction or entertainment from the treasures 
tored on their shelves 

In public library work the personal element 


a great factor; human beings want 


pathy and interest, and no matter what else 
we possess as aids, personal ntact is most 
relied ind appreciated 

Without our card catalog we could not keep 


* Abstract 
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I t rought forward her issification 
und cat g f the ks give r, and 
S t tter eting every 
" \ e t only thout ks and 
trained a tant t we were also without 
e vithout policy So that a great 
ma 1 tior < ne I Gradually it iss 
ging ] iss at 1 devel pe 1 int 
Ta y ‘ f I \ h \ Ty i est ot 
] ut of rule that came up was con 
lere nd I found this of the greatest assist- 
setting the library motion rhe dis- 
ss ; instruct the tants ; they als 
nstructed the rarian ; and they provided us 
W } tter policy a d ly i rt s 
than we } therwise ha had 
Miss M. S. R. JAMEs read a paper or 
\ \ ATIONS ANI s FO ELI 
{PROVEMENT 
rt evelopment of assistants’ ass tions 
nd I n Eng 1 and in connection with 
the L. A. U. K. is the specific subject covered 
by this title The record is one of negative ac- 














tivity and potential work rather than of active 
work and nsequent attainment. The chief 
bstacle to a recognition of the importance of 
stematized training for assistants in Englisl 
braries is the fear that general training will 
ean a large increase in number of assist- 
ints ar nsequent lowering of the meagre 
ilaries now existing. A second difficulty lies 
n the fact that t sufficient pay now re- 
cive y ants s naturally lowered the 
grade of stants and prevents really well- 
] ted persons tron entering the ranks 
Unt W longed apprenticeship has been 
at t the y means of tr ng available t 
I sh assistant 
Since the |! ! of the I A. | K. the 
ning [ sistant has been a s ect of 
nsiderat the nly practical outcome of 
W 1 was the fe iti [an ¢ natior 
in that was not availed of by assistants 
In 1891 a report on this scheme was made in 
i thrary, 7 In 1892, at the Liverpool 
ectin two papers on the subject were dis- 
issed (Li/rary, 4: 312, 319; §:161 The re- 
lit the format n I special committee 
irrange for a summer school, which was 
c for a week July, 1893 (Ztérary, 347). 
* Abstract 
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There was an attendance of 45, prizes wer 
ffered, and the experiment is success! 
beyond all expectations Equally successf 
st s wer held 1894 thrar 6: 228) 
and 1895 (Ltérary, 223 At the latter tl 
Library Assistants’ Ass t was organized 
(Liébrar 7 8, 420) his association, while 
juite separate from the L. A. U. K., received 
the support and assist of the parent or 
ganization ; it held monthly meetings and ha 
a departme in thrar In January 
1898, the Library Assistants’ Associat suc 
the first number of Labs l fant, a 
small feurlleton which has e appears eac! 
onth as its theial orgar 








and conducted by the L. A. U. K., was opened 
( Feb. 28, 1898, under the chairmanship of 
Sir John Lut and proved entirely success- 
ul It was attended by 32 seniors, 19 juniors, 
and seven unattached st war 
the expenses was ide K 
and this with the students’ fees not only cov- 
ered all costs but left a sr l balance in the 
treasury. Thesuccess of this augural cours¢ 
will, it is hoped, lead to t establishment of a 
regular series of classes to be conducted duri: 
the winter months The reg rsummer scl | 
f 1898 will be held July 18-22 of the pres 
year, and will sist ain of visits t 
raries. 

(Vice-president HANNAH P. JAMEs in the 
chair.) 

Lik : a AM \ N AD CREDI riAl 

W. H. Bri Yesterday I spoke in regard 
to the examination of law students in Ohi 

is a marked rovement inthe prepara 

tion of those entering on the practice of law 


lue to the establishment of acentral examining 
board at the capital of the state, to which all the 
law schools of the state send their graduates 
for examination. Graduates cannotenter u 
the practice of law in the state till the seal 
of that board is set upon them and they are 
thorized to practise This holds a suggest 
f what it seems to me would be a good this 
in the library field To have a central sch 
board before which those wl 
1 for library work in any way 
it themselves for examination, re- 
ma or certificate that should be 





anywhere 


re 


curren in the country, would pre- 


























y | *} 
W N 
wn 
r pu 
wit it iving first I pre n 
t and second a p1 ma di 
For stance, in ed e every lid 
t tudy must first « plet hig 
rse hej isseS an eX tion on t 
vears’ work f the his h ] rse 
ecives a certificate of the Regents fhic 
f g him for a medical sch he is t 
red to take four years of nin ntl 
1 medical sch lt pa examinatil 
take a degree from the ir tution, w 
een registered as maintaining proper 
standards He m t then come back t 
e examined in the medical subjects, an 
passes he receives his license t pi 
There are many library trustees wl] 
they want ompetent assistants W 
icks in librarianship as in other wor 
here re peopl adv rtjsing then el 
yraduate ot rar sch nev 
tended a sessior If tt ry prof 
reaches the point, as it will, when people 
issurance f proficiency son re le 
cate should be given to students, so tl 
tees or librarians who have t time t 
in examination may know that the al 
as lly received proper training and 
petent to do certain work 
I move, therefore, that the exe tiv 
e requested to formulate a plan lookit 
ystem of library examinations and cred 
Voted 
GARDNER M. JONES read a paper on 
I ARY I Al 
This is an age of special tion, and ear 
fession has its own literature Books on] 
management are few, and most of our 
must be sought in periodicals These at 
ful in two ways 1, thr gh current n 
1 2, through back umbers. The f 
keep us abreast of the times, the latter 
the methods of library e« yinther 
rhere is more informing reading tha 
* Abstract 
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per s w hat 
y been x r I 
rt I } lly trusted my 
t ting the terary alue 
i allie { I 
rs of tw te ry peri 
: 
' them t tadown 
rt t¢ i] I ils of 
’ ’ ’ ’ } 


g t ey the benefit 

S First f ll. they 

{ i tne rari- 

tt ver jute aic; that 

‘ In't seem 

tors he report eemed 

writ for other rarians 
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‘ Pe] i ‘ j c 
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What does 800 mean I answer “* Lit- 
erature lid not mean very much to them. 
Library reports need reforming, and since 
the rarian is Jack-of-all-trades he should try 
to bring tle of the literary editorial tone t 
r upon his ann publications. The whole 
t f rary reports is thoroughly mechan- 
al and statistical You wisely lk about the 
preservation of historical matter, but your own 
ation is probably most cases the only 
which the student i trace the intel- 
tual development of towr and he would 
ive a hard time if he undertook to trace that 
evelopment tror t innual re rt f the 
brary You have this great club life going on 





about y and set forth with unction that s« 
nany lists were made for so many clubs; t t 
trace the c f these study clubs never seems 
to occur to you to set forth what intellectual 
forces are at work in your community, where 





they are tending, how lasting they are. W<« 
have the cl mania in this country; we uld 
know whether it | been a good ¢ 
thing, and the only people who could 





irate information that subject 


on 


ss it is to say, ‘‘ We assisted such a clut 

y tl reparation of such a list 
So far as these library records go to show, 
with re or tw eptions there not one of 
\ that seems to have looked below the sur- 








to what re work ur librar J fg Your 
y»k-card system reflects this fact Tw ) pron 
inent mer this ntry ave rece eer 
making a study of the reading of children 
hey had to accept staten ts from the schools 
with allowance for rge percentage of deceit 
be e children are naturally imitative an 
tak n outside suggestions in their answer 
papers They appealed to the librarians for 
nformation; tl isked the privilege of having 
th brar n rds that they might set to 


work to make deductions; and they were told 
that these were thr 


It is painful t 





the! periodicals of thiscountry are. They 
ire reading, unless one wants to know 
that the fict percentage is one-tenth less 
tha ast year, r that the circulation has 
reached such a figure, and yet underneath this 


ure the great real forces of character-making 

thatare reflected in your library and unnoticed. 

I hope librarians will take on a little of the 
I 


editorial point of view and try to make their 
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reports reflect more the di ed 1 intellectual 
side of t ks; I hope that we will not 
ve t at th iry periodical 
worth reading number three, but that they m 
r instead several ndred It ought to be 
that each annual libr: report should be wel 
worth reading, not on every member of 
the pr ession [ y rs 
Miss ¢ M. Ht N Librarians are n 
ilways entirely resy sible f their reports 
veing stupid. Librarians etimes work day 
and weeks over library reports, telling the 
most interesting things they 1 about all that 
ias happened int yeal The trustees ther 
work over these reports, leave a few statisti 
and a page and a half of gen and that 
s the library report 
F. me. NDEN. — Two or three years ago | 
made an examination of number of library 
reports and found the difficulty be as Miss 
Hewins says. The report was interesting, as 
rule, inversely to the proporti f the shar 
the trustees had in making it I remember 
writing about this to the LIBKARY ‘AI 
wz to librarians to insist on havir 
efore the { lic for the benefit 
low-workers in the r ssion and al 
for th nformation of the mmunity wl 
they serve 
Now that we are discussing rary reports 
would it not be a g 1 idea if the larger 
libraries sl 1 send promptly to the LIBRA 
NAL and /’x libra es statistics for the 
alendar year Some of ss ir reports 
so late that their usefulness is red; f 
example, my report forthe year endir Ay 
1897, came out st before | left home It 
was, of course, presented a year before, but 
we have to wait on the proceedings of the cit 
government rhere are other reports that are 
issued late, long after o1 lesires to know 
what the libraries are doing, and it might 
worth while for libraries of a certain class t 
send in their reports for the calendar year 
time to eg into the librar periodicals 
January or February. 
GARDNER M NES read a paper on 
rATE A HER |! Al. ( AND MEETIN | 
Members of the A. L. A. do not need reasor 
for attending library meetings Thes of th 
* Se Library repor y | M. Crunde I 
July, 1890, 1 198 


t Abstract 





wae 


FOURTH 














CHAUTAUQUA CONFERENCE. 


system of classification employe 




















now how to look upa_ versity library 
These are simply indi- he course is then divided 
t make the use of a Part I Historical gives a bri 
eneral mut the infancy of the book trade ar 
brary t stomake ervation and spread of literature 
is simple and easy t centuries of the Christian era 
llow Under the best following heads will indicate the « 
‘ mplicated machine Plaving cards; Early engravin 
omes and the more it St. Christopher and the Bruss 
s¢ ness, tl mor t shown facsimiles; Us f 
e to the average ma ooks; Block- ks; Aiblia paup 
nsults it. We strive t mortendt 
at every one will feel Prirt g fre movable type cas 
tintelligible toevery Gutenberg, Fust and Schoeffer 
mplete the library the i ntion controvers et 
It t istodo. This in gen of Nicholas v;: the 4 
the way of instruc- Mentz Psalter, etc., illustrate y 
rary rhe first thing, Spread of printing in Euroy Albrecht 
ery assistant is thor- ter, Schweinheim an nart 
f the catalogs and Caxton 
edin ea reference Briefa unt f f the 
book ure best t h ses of the 16th and th cent 
thing is to reach the Part 2. Definit f gray 
vork t work works and catalog 
reference tant y th English bibliograp! I Stat 
ry assistant and libra ter nd early yright ae 
ca nterest It is seun atalog of books to 164 Watt's 
“ry school te her and theca Britannica’; Lowndes’ ‘‘ B 
| working with the manua Low's “Eng h catalog 
terest and struct the lists of recent works, Allibon F 
rinstructthechildren; ‘‘ Catalogue of privately printed b 
nyms and pseudonyms 
n, in the I ARY \ corresponding ‘ Fret 
to the kind of instruc German bibliographies, and of 
rary work that United States and Canada 
! | ; Phat is Periodicals: ‘* Poole’s inde 
tthat the importance ces, the Royal Society's catalog 
use of the brary literature, et 
asized by such mem- D 1g the course a visit was 
to Washington and printing establishment, where the v 


rtment of the N. E. A. cesses of printing, linotyping, stere 


is f vS,a were shown and explained 
Ihe course was entirely optional 
Al . ‘ ; i] T 
number of facsimiles were used. 
e of a short course 


by the writer at Mc- 


hanges in the way of CHARLIE DAVIDSON (/nspector L 
ntroduced here, but she State of N. Y.). Che value of 


t the ven 


a 


to the general student is one tl 








into two { 








ted acquaintance with special student it is uite another 


part of students, the general reader comes to you seekiny 
emonstration on the ora book that he may assimilate 


an explanation of the and perhaps sometimes appropriat 
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s if th were | Ww Witt ] St t t ‘ 
student this is not the case; he f 
the d t n ett Ss ft £ ’ ¢ ¢ 
guis fa tis ‘ wishe « ar 
ing « ‘ ! $s ” P 
esca t nra rt tex I K tre « 
What in r tors ¢ ~ | 7 | 
What are tt needs 5 \ k : ' Vhy 
} et the ' ' shes b r ¢ c s 1 
t aut t \ " Sat Fe t { 5 grad 
ral reads \ rth r tha g e 
. a) I ire if 6 t I [ — KR > 4 * , 
fora f t g I q N £ ¢ r 
e char st r a age itis a { | g the r | 
task for the Villag arianto no t has been sa t t { 
€ lest 1 cc ' ec y P \ th trv It , = = on 
ne f the ree r ‘ vl ca s s nting f t t 
practicable to « Che ¢ t } Not alway he w r 
nection twee ur I Dra S al c I fre ent t ' e t 
s es that the est r a result of i 
t » may tu t s i ¢ { work ft c 
n pa f e f me their bs at ° 
bra the f ra f r tic t he t 
I I t st j ‘ W : et ' ‘ 
hange f books f this matt If tt I \ Dey 
herai tha t it t | ‘ a t t s s " | 
et t ‘ t th i ' e t ver fr ( 
t the 4 t 1 | n ers | , +} 
the librarie I ( t it tie t ge t W 
t tr that the an t ent ig t ’ | ‘ P 
ttle library ina " Ww f i ¢ me t 
work n an t I [ n ‘ | 
" | ef « | t 4 t re e ‘ P ’ is te 
Furthe f tior f that f 
latest wor n the t t te n he ' Ror 
undertaker n extend resear k aces r t I f 
unting fear that there is Ww later I ! f ! 
than that he has yet ta 1 \ i € f t n give 
ill hist f It is of prime e that ‘ t f t Ca 
he librarian s it n his hands th st we t e rs vay 
} Bevond this the genera ra ' uf tow P that 
not g If he Su} es £ h he | t “ c y 
the staple authorities, with the fi gray e {Ss i ‘ 
with the latest word, he is t g it the | and t I aith the Los 
student's task ha t begur With thise [ Tl t 
ment before hi particul f the ect is , 
ymne in literature, he must know the tive se 
ilues of the works and hou have : : ; 
graded bibliography. The gener rat : iden sais 
cannot give that. Hithertothe ur rsity pr 
, cmcr r 
fessor has been the one to w we have 
a r} —_ on ' pe ul 3 While ] I ta ( t 
But many of these outside students are not t tion © us x eges, it ye 


Iniversity students 
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s that the « r i versity are 
not the la to set it mot I ed tional 
ents e€ most gr t ments, must 
t fr bott 1 ferment their way 
I W teaching } to lear 
t greatly differ fror ther forces and i1 
c and if started with th rimary grades 
it blic s influences will be set in 
ind tastes will be reated that will 
forward wit r st weep, making 
t ess rvt at t t i er ed 
hall maint ‘ Pr ssorship of ks 
ind read fort \ r st t having 
arned the value f si assistance will ex- 
pect and and it, step by st on the way. 
Many ! irians | ed f 1 work along 
these lines " 1 do s etl y an occa 
nal address or d Stration t re scl ] 
r class, and the carr g out such work by 
Ame an lit 1 n this regard will save 
enough time w wasted by t student in 
seeking informati nthe wrong way, to equal 
tl idition of t three years t is school 
lays. It is worth the trying 
A report on suc struction as carried on 
nore 
Ww res¢ by M MMA L. ADAM itl 
t rea f ! epted ep. 84) 
Papers mila t tior 
In hich / 
were read by Miss ANNE S. AMES ( p. 86) 
Nk se p- ) 


and Miss JosEruiIne A. RATHBO 


G. T. Lirr_e read a paper on like instruc- 
tion 
In college 
(O¢e ja} 
Adjourned at §.35 p.m 
FIFTH SESSION 


AFTERN N, JULY 7.) 


THE PUBLIC MEETING 


The meeting was called to order by Presi- 
lent PUTNAM at 2.45 p.m In a few words 
Dr. GeorGce E. VINCENT gave the association a 
cordial welcome to Chautauqua, to which Mr 
PuTNAM responded briefly. Under the leader- 
ship of Prof. PALMER the Chautauqua choir, 
f about 100 voices, then sang the aria ‘‘ Honor 
the soldiers,"’ from Gounod’s “‘ Faust,” closing 
with ‘*‘ America,” in which the audience joined. 








CONFERENCE 


he afternoon program was begun with an 


address by Prof. R. G. MOULTON of 
rHE MANY-SIDEDNI F UNIVERSITY EXTENSI 

Prof. R. G. M LI I ha the privilege 
this afternoon of saying a few words to you 
P I is ect W eans ft some peo} r 
very little, but wl seems the greates 
need of the age — universit xtension 

Che idea that most | e have as to univer 
Sity exter is tl tis a piece of machinery 
for supplying lectures, a sort successor and 
literary executor to the defunct ¢ burea 
But by the term university extension I mean the 
change in the ideas regarding education that is 
coming over the public mind as gradually as 
dawn steals upon night. And t change | 
refer to is this hat whereas in old times 


education was considered to belong to particular 


classes and to particular kinds of life virtue 
of this change education is coming to be con 
sidered as belonging to all classes without dis 
tinction, to all period f t t exceptior 
and as being as much a permanent interest of 
life as religion or | tics. 

\ nay ask what right I have lescr 
this process of ¢ nge by t tert unive 
extens That term exactly t s it 
you look carefully at the wor versity at 
ulso at the word extension. Let us k at the 
word university Wt we still have imstit 
tions we call universities, the university proper 


belonged to that period which marked the con 


clusion of the Dark Ages and the beginning of 
the time we call the Middle Ages The univer 
sities of the Middle Ages—of Paris, Oxford, 
and Bologna were the centres for the learn 
ing of the world, and were inhabited by 1 


found ir 
way ol get 


ati 


times the number of students to be 


them now, for there was no other 


ting the elements of higher edu n but 


through the few universities where alone were 
the bor who c 


Then came the invention 


ks and the people uld read then 


of printing, and th 


was the first university extension, for, as Car 


lyle said, ‘‘ wherever there is to be found a 


brary there is to be found a university.’ 


But books, after all, are useful only to thos 


who can read them. What about those wh 
can but do not care to read We want the liv- 


ing influence of the teacher. Education is life 


and life can only be 


And so the 


nterpreted by the living 


next great university extension is 














FIFTH 


f 
a 


that whi 
lea of sending 


spreading them through the whole countr) 





that they may carry the work hitl 

ned t versities to every rner of 

nd 

Here are the two great phases of university 
xtens t there are others, not ofter ‘ 
by the name, but nevertheless carrying out this 
leal of us rsity extensior It e spok 

f the rary, but wit library goes the 
muse Ww t the lil ry is to books the mu- 
seum is to illustrations of ks. [Lhavespoken 


f the itinerant teachers, such as our university 
xtension systems send out 
ielphia, and New York; side by sid« 


achers yot n 


itinerant tez 





study, which is fairly t 
the institutions of university extension. Again 


Chautauqua is another of the 
rying out the ideal of university extension S 
ilso are the literary and scientific clubs to | 
found in almost every single city of this coun- 
seeking to work out the prot 
method of 


are anaiogous to 


try Chey ar 
lem of university extension by the 


mutual self-he ly ° Tt} y 





seminaries of our universities. Going a ste] 
further, we 1¢ to the musical associations ] 
do not mean musical schools, but the musical 


lucting 





good n and providing, in their magnificent 
[ perfectly t ilanced 


rograms, carefully devis« 
l 


and often rey 





performed, 
The art 


nnected 


als of a university course in music. 


gallery and the system of lectures 


with it perform a similar work, educating the 


spectator and not the artist. 
I 
institutions doing the work of 


All these are 


university extension, and there is one other in- 
stitution more widely disseminated than any of 
these. Thatisthe church. Ido not refer t 
the fact that many churches, as p 


ganization, have systems of secular lectures; I 


mean that the church in its 


f inviting people t 





questions of philoso; 

can ever entertain is itself one 

forms of university extension 
The 


ist has showr 


history of university extensi 


| beyond any contradict 
there is no class of the community that may 
not be intelligently interested in the subjects of 


rher education. University tension sets a 





SESSTON. 





strear f cat t g throug! t 
t r W | he s s 
g their lesires Tr} ¢ t 
s xt 5 TK t 
' . , in tlh ail 
sion of rsity t y f he w ¢ 
fa lifet t s | f watcl 
Ww t VOI s x 
tensi J | 
the of veg oat the w alone the 
t \ Sa ‘ S rs 
1 ¢ a Se¢ gl J I . 
st ther mea § Before \ y t 
Ss aros I r e i A 
Englis ersities; with the rise of c 
extensi I k rature m t he 
versity prog W , -_" mid 
ec c sul ts t e front I} ' 
n the street n I t te me 
politica tter t i 1 econon 
reas ng The 1 t niversity « ens 
began political ecor I me secor n 
literature 
I} we ( t e g rsity 
extension The t lea is ext edt 
ranks and <« ] I It 
tot h i ‘ fe ‘ . P 
other o ipations It tends ' P t ' } 
s he real ir sts of 
That is rsit extens " e 
spoken of the instit s whi eck t rr 
it t These titut s c < 
seeds flung br ast Itis t for us k 
nto the womb of e al which seed w 
grow d which w not Set the different ir 
stitutior at rk 1 let that ! t 
preva But very ce f vers P 
tension, arour v hic " rest t grouy 
themselves naturally t to be the libr 
Asir t t isa 
nt t e eye of r \ s the spi f 
ir cl he re perpetual remir ’ 
es for more ridsthan this; so w I 
the library be t rpetual v re er 
t t 1 in lite ts { € Ve 
work t w e¢ it is tl scl ] and e¢ work 
I that prepare man for tl readwinning 
‘ ae ne ’ ’ +} 7, ete 
t s of rsity ext that gatl re ! 
tt I ust look for tt ture w is 
by exter I e te t ill 




































y suggestion that university extension is the 
greatest thing of the age 
BA re EE read a paper n 
E } KLYN INSTI TE.* 
The Brooklyn Institute of Arts and Sciences 
s be rightly described as ‘‘the great 
t il stitution of the entire country."’ Great 
t is unmistakably, whether measured by the 
readth of its plan, the lume of its work, the 
brilliancy of its undertakings, its manifold ways 
f reaching the public, or its financial success. 
Ihis last circumstance is so rare in the history 
f educational institutions, especially those un- 


t P 


endowed, that this alone would entitle it to 
iniversal admiration, were not the extent and 
variety of its activities such as to excite the 
wholesome envy of other communities not pro- 
vided with so comprehensive a vehicle for popu- 


ir educati 


Ihe work of the Brooklyn Institute is solely 


lirected toward the popularization of knowl- 
edge It is an organization, and membershif 
n that organization is the one condition it re- 
juires It has been developed to meet the 
needs of a great population whose interests are 
f the utmost variety. It sums up in one or- 
, tion all the functions and activities that 
elsewhere are hampered by individual and sep- 
irated interests. It offers membership in 28 
societies at far less than the price of one, and 
t caters to every possible interest in a way no 
ngle society or group of separate societies 
Id lertake to do 
Its plan the most thorough illustration of 


the departmental plan we have in this country 


Chis plan, with 28 departments, corresponding 


many separate societies, obtains at once 


that universal support which it is quite impossi- 


le to have in an organization that is limited in 
scope in any way And with this universal 
interest combined the other great principle 
on which the institute has been developed, 
namely, that of giving a direct and complete 
return for all money paid toit. I have said a 
complete return; in reality the return is so 
imple as t ‘ verwhelming, and far more 
than any one individual could possibly avail 
himself of 

[he membership fees are $10 for the first 

* Abstr The facts presented Mr. Ferree’s paper 
“ be more fully give 4 rtl ning report of the 
ecretal r versity of the State of New York 
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year and $5 for each succeeding year. Forthe 
$5 paid last year each member could, had he 


nothing else to do and was he equal to the 


exertion, have attended 544 lectures and 
to 3 


though he would have to pay 


gone 
er gatherings, 


I4 special meetings or oth 


extra for some ol 


the latter; he could have visited the splendid 


museum building now in process of erection 
for the institute, free five days of the week 
he could have attended several public recep 
tions and great open meetings of the mem- 
bers; and for sundry small extra fees he could 


have had more than his fill of high-class special 


entertainments, concerts, and other extraordi 


nary features 


nated in 1823 as 





The Brooklyn Institute or 





alibrary. For many years it prospered in this 


form, its work inclu ly the circulation 


of books but the lectures. 





f public 


Gradually, however, it lost its original hold on 


} 


ugh 
the city, partly from the restricti 


the people, partly thre the development of 


yn of its work 


is a library. In 


the plan that has 


' 


1888 it was reorganized on 


. nll, —_ } 
so successfully matured, and 


not the least of its characteristics is that its 
present great work has been developed in s 
short a time. 

Membership in the institute is compose f 
three general classes: 1, Ilonorary, including 
honorary members, corresponding members and 


fellows; 2, life and permanent members and 
patrons; 3, associate members, who pay $5 a 


year and who form the great mem ber- 


body of 


ship. The privileges offered associate members 
are: I, admission for self and one other per- 


son to all anniversary meetings, public ad- 


dresses, and general lectures; 2, similar admis 


sion to each evening lecture; 3, similar admis- 


sion to each afternoon lecture; 4, admission for 


self and family to all receptions and exhibitions 


5, use of the library and collections, and admis 
the 


several departments 


sion to privileges of membership in the 


Ar- 


Chemistry, 


Che departments include Anthropology 


chitecture, Astronomy, Botany, 


Domestic science, Electricity, Engineeting, En- 


tomology, Fine arts, Geography, Geology 


Law, Mathematics, Mineralogy, 


x 


Mic roscopy, 
Music, Painting, Pedagogy, Philology, Photog- 
raphy, Physics, Political science, Psychology 
Sculpture, Zoélogy. N 

| 


required for membership in the de] 


extra fees or dues ar 
rtment 


and each member is expected to belong to 
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at least one department and y te \ I ra t ( 1Spris | 
three I nt rs work 
[The business f the nstitute lg 11. Mus ¢ ‘ \ y 
member } t t f 
pres t y i 
Pr W y t I the 
Hooper, to whom the success of r stitut I WW t I 
is directly due, is the present di t Che t tut Ase t y 
partments each have their endent ors ber { ee 
ization of officers and « ttees, their r | I n 
forming a central t rd Ww is tl " Ker ! and 
uncil, which also has it n officers ! 74 t i W i 
whose function is recommend e rd 18§ I 
of trustees measures that w fa ate the ge $4456.77 - > 2 t 
eral work of the institute 1 of its S$ pert f g . I und 
lepartments,” and ‘‘to directthe general work $332 $9 
of the body of associate member he v \ able fact the ra slig 
f this plan is evident; for as each member of the ratio of endowment to the a 
each department votes for t ff rs of tha f me l e from the permanent fund 
lepartment, each member tes for repr a ! ma r tior th innua 
sentative in the council, which ce t { I ther words, the titute is 
touch with the board of trustees More t 1 by ay t f its nual me 
is the work f ea lepartment is det be W tl city has WW led € in 
by its committees, subject to tl 7 al tit \ ‘ gment of a permanent home 
the council and the trustees, the men rship the larger pa ts wor lone it I 
has a definite voice in selecting the lectures a place ed and 
leciding on the partic ir kind vork t é t M f lectures ‘ 
indertaken. y nt ‘ ft Y. M. ¢ A.; many 
rhe gener schem f th st t ry be others lin f the Art As ation 
summarized as follows wi s ena rbed by the inst ‘ 
1. 28 departments, with montt meet ; t Sina mies, s Is i churche 
ind lectures Notwithst ling t lack of d te habitatt 
2. Exhibitions conducted | part titute has i to what t ry by 
ents ¢ microscoy mine r ge ‘ foret ght f nt tior 
graphical, photographic, et é cles that, less ) 
3. Schools nducted by the a ents ‘ r t d en I nt 
( , two art scl Is, day in eve! g; tw i 
summer art schools; school of | cal science. Dr. H. M é red an addr f 
These are organ 1 for ch urpose " 
I VID ¢ \ t 
small extra fee is charwed, and instit e mer 
bership is not required i extension 1 ement begun 
}. Expeditions and excursions f which tw Englar 1 the Chaut 4A movement 
were made last year by the departn t f ty ally A . e be t piration 
eography ind geology for tl It ectur nm nt . New \ h 
Popular entertainments illust qd City Beg ) t ly misg b 
lectures, readings, concerts, et ts growth and ‘ ive exceeded t i t 
Scientific and specialized work by separate b tation f its rters 
boards within the departments rhea hed the ectures ar 
7. Extension lectures on the versity exten ta ‘ NOFRING ‘ c 
sion plan, called institute extension lectures Che ture | rthe : are 


Library of 











road sense, and by use in this manner paving 


when in each assembly 
meeting- 


there shall be a municipal 


brary, reading 


room, and assem- 
bly hall 
In the season just closed lectures were given 


} . " 


n 41 different places; in all, 1,595 different lec- 
tures were given by about 175 lecturers, and 
the total attendance reached 509,000. Eight 
years ago 185 lectures were given in six places 
ind the total attendance was about 25,000. The 

ntinuity of interest, the demand for the lec- 
tures, the many expressions of pleasure and of 
benefit derived, all indicate that this scheme for 


adult education has come to stay. 


During last.season’s work the experiment 
was made of bringing the library into closer 


the lectures. Books relating 
the 


Free Circulating Li- 


connection with 


to the topics treated at various lectures 


were borrowed from the 


braries and lent to such of the auditors as de- 


sired to continue their reading. Never were 
there enough books to satisfy the demand, and 
any of the 


All the 


all the books were given without 


customary safeguards used by libraries 
books have been safely returned 

As a result of the interest awakened in the 
New York 


} 


ines 


a course on 


Boston; 


system of free lectures 


similar is already in operation in 


University of Chicago is doing like work; 
that 
several of the 


Hoboken, 


the 
follow; 
Newark, 


have adopted the 


it is possibl Philadelphia will 


and cities near by, 


Jersey City, and 
plan 

Looking toward the future, it is seen that the 
» give 1,00 


hi 1; 
i 


lectures each year, to have each individual lec- 


problem grows with its growth I 
ture interesting to a mixed audience, to main- 
tain a high ideal and still be popular, to express 
scientific truth and still aim at technicalities, is 
indeed a most difficult task. 


be found in the 


Perhaps the solu- 


tion can only calling into life 


f a body of men who shall devote themselves 


to this work of popular education. One thing 


can positively be said as a result of this lecture 


movement, that there is a constantly growing 
element in New York that is looking for intel- 
lectual and spiritual guidance, who welcome 
the knowledge of the scientist, are moved by 


the skill of the artist, are touched by the words 


of the orator, and inspired by all to loftier 
lives. And it seems that the men who spend 


their lives in accumulating knowledge, in add- 
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ing to the world’s treasury of wisdom, should 





find the greatest delight in its dissemination. 


Rev. JoserH H. MCMAHnON delivered an ad 


; 
dress on 


PAPER READ 


—If there is 
that 


and every 


McMAHON., any 


sucation 





mode of popular e demands the 


attention of every thinker teacher 





it is the education of the people by that estat 
which claims to be in reality the university of 
and forthe people—the newspaper 





is, among all the intellectual forces at 


I 

which 
work t 
form, greater than the pulpit, and greater than 


»-day, the greatest, greater than the plat- 


any rostrum held by any professor in any uni 


versity inthe land Great, good, and beneficent 


as are its influences when well exerted, there 


is no influence that can wreak so much harn 


bring so much desolation into the hearts and 


the minds and the homes of our people, asa 


newspaper press when once it has shaken off 


| 


reason, decency, justice 


the trammels of right, 
order, and truth. We have invented a term in 
urnalism whic! 


Phe 


ndicates that the 


this country to stigmatize that 


denotes everything that is dangerous. 


phrase ‘‘ yellow journalism’ 


journalism so characterized re« gnizes no sense 


of reason, has no regard for the rights of pri 


vate individuals, enters the home and holds uj 


before millions of people that which concerns 
| 


us and those that are dear to us, and for whicl 


the public has and ought to have no concerr 


whatsoever It is ‘‘ yellow journalism” that 


at the present time is jeoparding the plans « 


t 
: 
} 
i 


our military and naval departments by giving 


information to our enemies, and for the sake of 


money and notoriety is conducting enterprises 


that would be tolerated by no other civilized 
government in the world. The false ideals 


and the false ideas set forth by this journalist: 


are in a fair way to subvert high aims and right 


thinking in the minds of our young people an 


in the minds of the masses who are led by in 


pulse and not by reason. 


} 


Librarians have a clear and distinct duty in 


this matter of ‘‘ yellow journalism” and news- 
paper reading. While 


the 





recognizing the neces 


good 


who to a large extent control the reading 


sity for and power of journalisn 
they 
of the people should see to it that they check 


as far as lies in their power the harm that is 

















“ 
e Dé 








be end 








right t len 








ave a an h es r 
their servant and not their tyr But the 
very fact that they place him in this position of 
rust, that they recognize the value of expert 
educat i work, that tl ecognize 
the utility ( rary for the advance- 

; ent of | vledge t s 1 e 

rarian the corresponding duty scharge 
his trust in accordance with t wh we 
know is highest and best i e light a 
reason ; and in the light of that n reasor 
‘ an draw an ind t agains yellow 

rnalism n artist é t tual, and or 

ral grounds 

F. M. ¢ NI read a paper 

IE ENDOWED NEWSPAPER AS AN } ATIONAL 

rl rl . 

rhe daily and weekly newspapers re a 
greater number of | ple luring 1 nger 
period of their lives than any other agency em- 
l 1 for the iformation and persuasion of 
the public There is nothir that |} lers 
them from being the most potent ir ence in 
the world « pt the taint f mmercialisn 
that 1 poisons almost every activity 
ic 

The college reaches one-tent f one per 
ent. of the people dur a period f four 





years ; the high school exerts its ir ence for 
the same term on two per nt th mmon 
hools take in the asses for six years; t 
public library reaches all who do not avoid 
light; and the newspaper exerts a daily influ- 
ce on thousands who do not know or care for 
t rary or to wl the rary is unattals 
ible The llege is endowed; high schools 
and common schools are supported by the stat 
so also is the publ library I 10 W 
generally recognized as the most beneficent it 
stitution to which a rich man can give ri 
eath his wealth Why sh 1 not the ews 
paper, which could be made a re powerful 
gency than any yet found to carry t librar 
to the people and bring the people to the libra 


»wed 
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Miss Ha 1H P. JAMES Every librarian 
knows what annoyance the Youth's Companion 
causes in itS present form; it always comes 
folded and always tears. I would like to see 


this association send a petition to the publishers 


of the Youth's Companion asking them to re- 


luce its size one-half and print on better paper, 
and I move that such a request be made. 
MELVII I would like to make this 


resolution a little broader, so as to accomplish 


DEWEY 


more, making it an expression of the opinion of 


this association that it is highly desirable that 


the size of ers of this sort be reduced 


I move as an amendment, that the 


Co-operation Committee be directed to prepare 











a statement to publishers, pointing out the ad- 
vantages of adopting a smaller size which will 
go on the standard library shelf, and that this 
Statement be sent to representative journals, 
including the Vour Companion 

Che motion as amended was carried 

W. E. I rER read the 

KI R r THE AUDITING COMMITTEE. 

[The Auditing Committee, to which was re 
ferred the annual report of the treasurer, with 
accompanying vouchers, etc., reports that the 
items in the report have been compared with 


the respective vouchers and found correct, and 


that the balances reported are correct, as shown 
on the two bank-books accompanying. 
WiittaAM I 
P. Fo wae, 
Harriet C 


presented the 


FosTeRrR, 


WADLEIGH. 
I reR alse 


REPO! OF THE FINAD IMMITTEER. 


provisions of the con- 


Finance Committee 


> with the 


not only 


Stitution, the has 


pproved the bills submitted by the treasurer 


during the year, but has also acted in response 


to the request of the Publishing Section foran ad- 

litioral appropriation of $500 on May 20, 1898. 
TAMES L. WHITNEY, 
CHARLES K. Boron, 


WitiiAM E, Foster. 


Both reports were acceptes 


LANS OF THE ROYAL SOCIETY. 
rhe president read two letters from Dr. ]. S. 
Billings regarding the adjourned conferenc« 
to be held by the Royal Society for the further 
consideration of its proposed catalog of scien- 


literature, and recommending that the A 


tif 





CONFERENCE. 


the 


1 
work 


L. A. take action 
society and urging Congress to 


plan of 
the 


approving the 
aid 


through the Smithsonian Institution. 


Dr. HERBERT FRIEDENWALD. rhe British 
Government has asked through the Department 
of State that American delegates be appoints 
to a conference to be held in London July 14 or 
in October, the date being later fixed for July. 
The Department of State asked the Smithsonian 


nference with Dr. 


After « 
Billings, Mr. Langley and Dr. Adler were ap- 


to app« int delegates. 


pointed by the Department of State as the repre- 


sentatives of the United States to this confer- 


ence. They are now onthe way to the meeting 
Me.vit Dewey. —I that 


be referred to the Co-« 


move this matter 


peration Committee, and 


that the committce report action this afternoon. 
Voted. 
F, A. HuTcHIN read the 
REPORT ON TRAVELLING LIBRARIE 
(See p. 56.) 
R. P. HAyes The Birchard Library, at 


Fremont, Ohio, sent out travelling libraries ir 


1886-587 We sent them toa neighboring town 
in the same county, but it was a little earlier 
than the statistics given by Mr. Hutchins 


During this meeting a number of people hav« 
asked 
system. 


me how to start the travelling library 


The Wisconsin plan does not seem 
' 

available to them, and the New York plan 

more expensive than many of our states, 


especially in the west, can afford. In Ohio a 
year ago we had been experimenting with th« 
travelling library system for about six months, 
and from July 1, 1897, to July 1, 1898, we sent 
ut 280 libraries. There was no appropriatior 
for the commissioners, and there was no appro 
priation for the travelling libraries, yet our 


work has been very successful. If people in 
Nebraska, for instance, want to start travelling 
libraries they may in a few years be able to i: 

terest some of their citizens who will enabl 
them to start the Wisconsin system, and a little 
later on they may interest the state and start 
the New York system; but they can start the 
Ohio system to-day without any money. 


H. M. UT ey presented his paper on 
ROOKS FOR BLIND. 


(See p. 


rHE 

93.) 
This was illustrated with examples showing 

the various styles of print for the blind, which 


were passed around for examination. 
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confined to the blin ly We found that 
t people like to be treated as other I yple 
re treated, so at these readings the room is 


unted 275 
have at 


s not very large, but we hope to make 





the reading is held even if there 
In January, 1894, it seemed 
the blind te 


add some b ks for 
ur library Our state schovl uses the New 


think that 
the state 


York system,and I am inclined t 


for most libraries the system us« 
school should be the 


worth while to purchase books in a sys- 


system adopted; it is 


hardly 


tem not used by.the state school. We bought 
some 60 or 70 books at that time, and they have 
proved useful. There are never a great num- 
ber off the shelves, but a few are always out, 
showing that there is constant use for them. 


Finding that this use was steady, we added 
4 year ago 100 volumes, so that we have now 
i¢ ri17o volumes. The catalog of the Ameri- 
in Publishing House for the Blind is really 


risingly rich in standard works, not only in 


terature but in certain sciences and arts 


and itis surprising how much information and 





given tothe blind through the 
f thath se 
— We fi 


detained at home by age, 


iblications « 
DAVID HUTCHESON 
blind 


sickness, or by the impossibility of being taken 


yuund that many 


persons wert 


to the library, so that we send to all whom we 


an discover who want books, and g: 


for the 
books when they have been read. 
Mrs. S.C. Fat iI Mr 


is better 


Utley says that 
I itted to circulate books 
ther library. We 
New York State Li- 


distribution 


a state library 


for the blind than any have 
just begun that work in the 
brary and are now plannir 
oks throu 
books are expensive; the constituency is small 
We use New York 
is used in the institutions for the 


There were nearly 5000 


v for 





f these gh the state library. The 


ind scattered the 


point 
because that 
blind in our state. 


blind people in the state of New York accord- 


ing to the census of 1890 We propose to get 
the names and addresses of those people 
through the institutions for the blind and in 

ny other way, to enter into communication 


with them as far as possible, and to circulate 
books t 


or will learn how to read this type. 


as many people as know how to read 


Naturally, 
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we will be obliged to loan directly to individuals 


through 


probably 
uld be too mu 


instead of to institutions, 


some proper reference. It we 
work for them to enter into relation toa library, 
and there would not be libraries in all places 


where there were blind people 

Miss C. M. Hi 
Perkins Institution for the 
for sending out such books to libraries. We 
ooks for the blind as Dr 


— There is a fund atthe 


Blind in South Boston 


have about as many 


Steiner has, but we ave never bought on¢ 
Eight or 10 years ago we received our first 
books from the Perkins Institution, and only 


a little while since we had a letter from then 
books, 
st of those 


offering us a number of new and on 
making inquiry I found that the c 
books was provided for by special funds. In 
illustration of the expense of books for the blind 


I will that ‘‘ David Copperfield’ in the 


Say py 





Boston type is in five large volumes at $3 a 
volume, so that a library, unless it is very large, 
cannot afford to buy many such books But 
through the Perkins Institution and throug! 
some good friends we have books in the Boston 


type, in the Braille, and in the New York point, 


which supply the needs 
W. R. EastMANn, — 


New York Cit 


a New York Free Circulating Library for the 
slind, which has now 400 to 500 volumes an 
circulated last year 640. The books are all 


large, and one essential of the charging systen 


y of shawl-straps, in which every per 


1 
suDD 


isa PP*) 
son who takes a book may carry itaway. The 


library is doing an immense amount of 


grow 
beneficial ; its aadress is 121 


H. M. Ut! 


1 larger and 
West 


EY read a paper on 


an 


promises to 
yIst strect 


RESPONSIBILITY OF LIBRARI 


PUBLIC AGAINS1 NTI rWORTHY BOOK 


yr the librarian to be chary of 


setting himself up as a censor of the verity of 


f his library. He certainly is not 
public 
He is the custodian of the book 


the contents « 


charged by consent with any such r 


sponsibility 
But more than that, if he takes the right view 


of his opportunities he is also an educator; he 


Stir into pr 


his community 


may ogressive activity the intelle 


and he should be a 
the 


tual life of 


force in the work which library is 


strong 
bound to do. He will be wise to avoid jeopard 


ing this influence by undertaking to publicly 


* Abstract 
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advise arbitrarily what books may be safe 
read and what books ought to be avoid 

rhe uestion of what is ar intrustworthy 
book is a very large one. It is likely t 
solely one of opinion If a statemet f facts is 

estioned, if an author is accused of pervert 
ng history, it must be remembere that facts 
themselves are often in dispute and that facts 
not misstated may be so colored in their stating 
is to lead t widely differing ne ns 
Everything depends on the point of view 
Shall the librarian insist upon his own j t of 
ybservation and publicly warn all readers 
gainst the partisanship of the author wit! 
whom he disagrees It is altogether to 
radical for any one to say on the strength of 
his own opinion that the statements of a rey 
table author are not to be trusted 

But it may be said that by general consent of 
scholars and persons qualified to pass judg 
ment some books are notoriously untrust 
worthy. It is not necessary to warn the publ 
against these, for the librarian who looks care- 


fe.7) 
rully 


ifter the best interests of his library w 


No library car 


afford to buy all books, or even all books tha, 


not have then n his shelves 


ire considered highly desirable Under 


necessities of the case there must be selection. 


A librarian could not, therefore, be criticised 


for refusing to buy books that for any reason 


7 


10 not < | 


u ig- 


him 


ymmend themselves to his goo 


ment. In such case it is not necessary for 


to warn the public against untrustworthy books 


: 
in his library, for he has taken advantage of 
his opportunity to exclude them. 


It appears, then, to be not at all feasible o1 


for a librarian to make any general pro- 


wise 


nouncement respecting the character of indi- 


vidual books in his library. When his opinion 
is asked is time enough for him to give it. 


Even then he will do well to accompany it with 


the caution that there may be others better in- 


formed who would possibly take a different 
view In other words, if there is anybody wh 
thinks the librarian knows it all, such person 
should be candidly advised that this is not s« 


F.M.CRUNDEN read a paper by J]. N. LARNE! 


on the same subject, as follows: * 


raking this subject as it is stated on the 
program, I am forced to 


can be any such responsibility. 


that there is or 
No lil rarian 
assume it If he did assume it he 


* Abstract 


leny 
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N sim] g g proof of his inabilit 

lerstar what it n Understat b 
vhat it signifies, 1 { ear i under 
take to be re nsil f varning tl 
against untrustwort!l s I t f € 

| ties | the 1 I ties I 

kurope an Ame with tl brariar f 
both hemispheres throw n, cé Safely ¢ 
on this ertaking 

In t phrasing of this estion it is prot 
i that the w , , v nk- 
izly used, and that th ‘ is on 
that needs the w uu t t t 
word duty in tl matter t 
he a ed ef ‘ ’ ri ‘ eT? \ 
f librarians var aga rust 
vorthy ! KS eca e that 1s mething impos 
sible of performance t we may rea ably 
Say that it is the ty of bli raries and 
Drar st | their utmost infiue ‘ r 
eliort in ¢ ng and bringing to {| Cc k wi 
edge mpetent criticism of books; and that it 
s still more their duty t void, so far as pos 
sible, the offering of untrustworthy books t 
their readers rhe cons¢ sness of tl luty 
is giving support and et ragement to the 
splendid undertakings of Mr. Iles, which con 
template a systematic “‘ appraisal f literature, 
n its many departments y special students 
and scholars, each in his own field 

The estion in this topic refers to n emerit 
n books except that of being ntrustworthy.’ 
But the same disclaimer of responsibility an 
the same acknowledgment of duty should be 


made in the case of »%ks that are judged from 


other standpoints. A librarian cannot under- 
take responsibility for warning tl! | 
against books of perni Ss influence or literary 
worthlessness But what has a publ rary 
to do with these books except to ignore them 
Practically, the literature implicated in this mat 
ter is none but the ephemeral literature of pros 
fiction, which has no reas able m to a place 
in public libraric \ ‘ me determines 
which half-dozen of the countless novels of the 
day belongs either t isting literature or to the 
representative literature of the ag Give Time 
the opportunity to put the mark of his If 
ment on these books before public libraries even 
take them int nsideratior 

MELVIL DEWEY If the iestion had beer 


brarian to warn the 


books t 


‘The duty of the 


undesirable would 
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editions that we all know, 


that are ground t of book factories with im- 
perfect f-reading, broken type, no index, 
ur he aults, so that the book ought to be 
the paper-mill instead of being circulated. 

rh rarian is the public's adviser in regard 
t ks ; it is absurd to suppose that he should 
set himself up as an authority on all books on 
ill s ects, but so far as he knows he ought to 
warn the public against undesirable books It 
s th stinct duty of the librarian, if a reader 
mes to him and calls for a book and he knows 
that there is another volume that is more trust- 
worthy an sirable, to give the benefit of that 
expert knowledge to the reader. If we do not 
know more than the average reader we are not 
t to be librarians ; and if we are not willing to 
arning because we are afraid some 

ise I think we are lacking in the 





performance of our duty to the public. 
Miss T. L. KEeLso. Can any one say why 
the librarian’s judgment should not be exercised 


fore the b 


s onthe library shelves? Why 


not before the book is bought decide whether 


K 1 


in the hands of the reader or 


it is fit to place 
not 
Metvit Dewey. — Most of the books are 
probably bought before the librarian takes 
rffice 
rHE } N OF THE LIBRARY AS A BOOKSTORE. 
Me.tvit. Dewry.—I want to present some 
thoughts that I have had in mind for years but 


have never publicly expressed till within a year 


x two. We all believe that there is no better 
penditure of public money than paying the 
salary of a competent librarian and assistants, 


a public library shall spend time in 


helping to select good books and inducing peo- 
ple to borrow them and keep them from a day 
to a month. We all know that with the best 
books in the world —the literature of power, 
the literature of information while itis a great 
thing for a man to borrow a book and keep ita 
week, it is a vastly greater thing for him to 
ywn it, keep it on his shelf, and when the mood 
rikes him put his hand out and read it for five 

r 10 minutes If itis a wise thing for the li- 
rarian take time in lending books, it is a still 
r expenditure for the public to pay a libra- 
rian who shall help in the selection of books 
ind who shall bend his best thought and ener- 


gies to inducing people to own these books; 











CONFERENCE. 


the 
shall show them the different editions and in- 
and who, if the reader 


who, when the comes to library, 


public 


form them of the prices 
is willing to buy and pay for the book that 
would otherwise be lent to him, will sell him the 
book at wholesale prices, receive it, unpack it, 
and hand it out tothat reader. In other words 
the librarian becomes the direct rival of the 
bookstore, doing business at public expense. 
At first thought it will seem that this is inter- 
fering with legitimate trade and that we ar 
going to kill off the bookstores But bear in 
mind that the bookstore in the small town is a 


This cc has been de- 


veloping since the first library meeting in 1876, 


past ndition 


thing of the | 


it is only the larger 
rhe 


? co 
towns and villages 


and booksellers know that 


towns that can bookstore. SO- 


c alled 
merely 


support a 


kstores of small 


be 


are fancy g a competent 


liter 
1 it 


bibliographer o1 iser is almost un 
BF} 


known in them, an is only once in a while 


that you find a relic the old-time bookstore 


With mails, telephone, and cheap express it has 
become possible for a man in the remotest place 
I think it 


yond the wildest dreams of any one who really 


to buy books of the publisher is be- 


knows the facts to hope that a bookseller can 


le and successful bookstore in 


conduct a profitable 

the smaller communities of the country. It is 
because I respect the bookseller’s calling s« 
much, and because | believe he has an educa- 


tional function of the highest order, that I plead 
for putting that function under public patron 
age, so that the librarian shall have as his func 
books but the 


more important function of putting in the own 


tion not only the lending of 
woman, and child, and 
1 book for which he'can 


induce them to pay the wholesale cost. That is 


ership of every man, 


every home, every goo 
my thesis 
Miss Tt KEI If 


library is doing away with the 


sA L. oO. it is true that the 
bookstore, ther 
I think that one of the most important influences 
failed, because as thought 
o back to the fact 


t with — that people 


of the library has 


ful men and women we must ¢ 


that Mr. Dewey started ou 


must own books before they can receive from 


them the real good that lies in the influence of 


books. I do not believe that the bookstore is 
to be entirely suppressed in the future; but | 
believe that Mr. Dewey has contributed some 
what to the extinction of the bookseller in cor 


tending that a person who buys 12 books should 
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have the same discount as a person who buys 
1000. In spite of all, people must buy books 
and I do not believe we are yet socialisti 


enough to maintain public bookstores if 
library really is educating people and leading 
them to culture, they will want to own books, 


and no lending of books will ever take the place 


of ownership. If it does, it will be a sad day 
for all of us. 
I would like to 


responsibility of aiding book-ownership a little 


see librarians take up the 


more extensively ; instead of making lists on 
Spain to back up newspaper controversies let 
them print lists (giving prices) of books under 
such heads as *‘ Books suitable for birthday pres- 
ents,” or ‘* Books 
these 
themselves. If 


and 
the 


bookseller in 


com- 
books 


the 


for Christmas,” 


bine lists with exhibits of 
there is a 
same town, the librarian should purchase from 
that bookseller. Last year, in going over the 
purchases of books for the Christmas season, 
made in August, September, and October, by 
dozens of booksellers in small towns, it was 
painful to see the class of books that booksellers 
were certain they could sell to mothers and 
fathers in the towns, to be given as presents for 
It showed 


Christmas time. that the librarians, 


with their libraries and their consciousness of 
being literary advisers-in-chief of communities, 
had made very little impression on the mothers 
and fathers inthosecommunities. But youcan 
change such conditions: you can help to good 
book-buying by publishing special priced bul- 
letins, and in many ways. It seems to me that 
there is nowadays only the most prosaic ten- 
dency apparent in the purchase of books, and | 
think librarians could by such means as I have 
indicated both raise the level of selection and 
help the bookselling in their town. I should 
think that take Mr. 


Dewey's advice or believe that the bookseller 


be sorry to you would 


cannot survive in the same town with the libra- 


rian. If he cannot, something is wrong, for 


there should be a place for each. 
W. H. TILLINGHAST spoke on 


ENCOURAGEMENT OF RIVATE BOOK-BUYING. * 


If I should confine myself to repeating ‘* En- 
courage private book-buying, encourage private 
book-buying, encourage private book-buying ' 


for three minutes 1 should say about all that I 


have to say yet not quite all —for one may 


* Abstract, 
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without a 


buy books and be 


llege town complains 


lid 


is they did 50 years 


their llege years buying from 


intention of se 
Without at 


leliberate 


< 
= 


uring 
ies of the best writers 


any special importance to this particu- 


itvery pe ssible that while there 





may be no great lack of private book-buying 


there is less selective purchasing of good books 


for permanent possession —I will not say than 
there used to be, but than there ought to be ; 
and while I acquit the public library of any 
very important share in causing this, the fact 


is due, I believe, to manners of thinking and 


methods of life, of which the public library is 
one expression. 

As children we are taught the uselessness of 
the 


without a single specimen of the books we have 


buying books, and leave public schools 


used to put upon our shelves. If as we grow 


older we come into situations where the public 


library will not entirely satisfy our needs, we 


can buy products of the press, things in the 


shape of books, so cheay ly that we can afford 


not to take care of them to which, indeed, 


there is no inducement —and can replace with 
others when we have destroyed them, or lost 


them, or given them away. 


I believe that all who have influence in train- 
ing children, and all in positions to affect the 
thought this 
should endeavor to 
attitude of 


general and practice in matter, 
the con- 


the 


desire to own a library containing some good ref- 


create or to foster 


trary mind, should encourage 


erence-books, the best works of literature, and 


the best books of information in line of per- 
sonal interest, and encourage, too, the con- 
viction that a library is never finished, no 


than is a home, where there is 


obiect of 


more finished 


always some new use or beauty to 
be acquired, or something whose usefulness is 
exhausted to be replaced 

To this end teachers can do something, the 


} 


press might do much, and surely librarians can 


do something. I would press upon your at- 
tention this opportunity for good work, this 
duty which it lies upon you to perform toward 
the public. I close, therefore, as I began, by 
saying, ‘‘ Encourage private book-buying'’ 


the buying of good books in good editions, ata 


fair price, of regular booksellers, for permanent 
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possession. And if any of you see after care- 
ful thought no way in which you can exert 
this influence, give your attention to a careful 
avoidance of anything in your attitude to the 
public which can discourage private book-buy- 
ing or cause it to be thought that you regard it 
1s unnecessary because of the public library. 
M. D. Bisbee. 
people feei the necessity of having a fad—or I 
will say, instead, an accomplishment — much can 


-As wealth is increasing and 


be done by encouraging the owning or collec- 
tion of book plates, or by urging people to have 
at least one specimen of a finely bound book to 
be kept as a treasure. 

Miss H. P. James.—If I were willing I 
could sell hundreds of dollars’ worth of books 
each year. People continually come to me 
asking me to get books for them. Ido so now 
and then for teachers or personal friends, but 
I do not think it would be fitting for me to 
carry on a wholesale business through the 
library. 

Miss L. E. STEARNS. — It is our experience in 
Wisconsin that the travelling library movement 
stimulates the private ownership of books. To 
aid in this, the Wisconsin commission now sends 
out little annotated lists of all the books in the 
travelling libraries, telling something of their 
contents, and giving the publishers and prices 
of each one. 

Joun F., the 
agents of the different publishing houses come to 
Butte, the local booksellers tell them that, owing 


Davies. — Every year, when 


to the library, they cannot now sell any books ; 
yet, on the other hand, the booksellers tell me 
that they have never had such a demand for 
books as since the library started. 

Miss H. P. JAmMes.— The only bookstore 
that can really be called a bookstore in Wilkes- 
barre has improved in its class of books very 
much indeed since the library was started. 

Me vit Dewry. —In1876, when we started 
the American Library Association, some of the 
publishers of the country protested that they 
ought, instead of supporting it, to fight it, be- 
cause they said it would kill the publishing 
business. We know better. Weknow that the 
association has encouraged the publication of 
It may kill off undesirable pub- 


better books. 
lishers, but it strengthens strong houses. 

Mr. 
bility of book-owning. 
do about it? 


Tillinghast has pointed out the desira- 
What are we going to 
of fact, in many 


As a matter 
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communities the establishment of the public 
library has given the impression to many heads 
of families that it is no longer necessary to buy 
books ; that they could get them at the library; 
and we have in many cases made people believe 
that they did not need private libraries any 
longer. We ought to correct that impression. 

The thing I want to call attention to is this 
that in every phase of education, when the 
public recognizes that a thing is of great pub- 
lic importance the public begins to pay for 
it. The professional schools to-day are rapidly 
passing from the plane of private schools to 
the plane of endowed institutions, free from 
taxation and receiving large gifts. The work 
of the library is passing through this same 
phase, for the library has come to stay and to 
be supported by the public. We believe that 
people should be encouraged to own books ; 
the librarian is the person who can encourage 
them. Good booksellers will all find more posi- 
tions than they can fillas librarians; the poor ones 
can goto selling soft drinks or something of 
that kind. 
individuals shall get their living, but how the 


We are not discussing how certain 


public shall get the greatest benefit. 

In the absence of Miss MARY MEDLIcoTT her 
paper on 

MUSEUMS OF ART, HISTORY, AND SCIENCE 
was accepted as printed in the advance papers 
(see p. 96). A paper on the same subject by 
Dr. Cyrus ADLER was read by Dr. HERBERT 
FRIEDENWALD (sce p. 95). 

Prof. W. G. WARD spoke on 

PICTURES COLLEAGUES OF BOOKS, 


AS THE 


emphasizing the value of circulating collec- 
tions of pictures and touching upon the essen- 
tials of knowledge necessary to an appreciation 
of art. 

The meeting adjourned at 12.35 p.m., and a 
group photograph was taken on the Waldmere 
lawn,* 

SEVENTH SESSION. 
(THE WALDMERE, FRIDAY AFTERNOON, JULY 8.) 

President PUTNAM called the meeting to order 
at 2.50 p.m. 

THE CONSTITUTION, 


AMENDMENTS TO 


The president stated that final action would 


* Copies of this photograph, at 60 c. each, may be had 
of A. N. Camp, 207 Main street, Jamestown, N. Y. 














q ted 


be taken on the following amendment, ad 


at the Philadelphia meeting 


ad, That in $17 of the constitutior 
the councillors-at-large be increased from 20 t 
25 by altering the numbers 20, 4, and 8 to 25 
s, and ro, and by adding these words: ‘In ad 
dition tothe 25 members above provided for, 
each state or local library association recognized 
for this purpose by the council shall be entitled 





to one councillor of its own selection, and to one 
additional for each full 100 members.’ 
H. L. ELMENDORF. — This resolution was in- 


troduced at a late hour during the Philadelphia 


meeting and no discussion was had upon it, nor 
have [ever heard an official statement of its 
purpose. The council, from what I can gather 


from its members, has hitherto been largely an 


yrnamental body. It seemsto me that we should 


have an official statement of what the duties of 


the council are and what is p1 


more than it 


posed for it, for 

if it is going to do n has in the 

past it seems unnecessary to increase its size. 
MELVIL DEWEY 


This resolution originated 


1 ' 
ion 


because of the campaign carrie a year or so 
ago by some of the older members of the asso- 
ciation in the thought of restricting the mem- 
bership of the A. L. A 


but there w 


I had no sympathy 


with this movement, as a good deal 


of force behind it. There was strong feeling 
n the part of a number of old members that 
the old associati of 100 or 150 was more en- 


joyable, more workable, and a better body, and 
they suggested restricting the membership. I 
said then as I say now, that it seems to me ab- 
surd that after trying to increase the member- 
ship of the A. L. A. and to spread our influence 
by attracting people to these meetings we should 
Phere are, however, 
be 
ter in a smaller body, and the result of this 


now propose to restrict it. 
certain kinds of business that can lone bet- 
suggestion was the proposition to enlarge the 
The national 


try to build just as large as possible; if we had 


council. association we should 
10,000 members it would be a good thing 

The council was proposed some half-dozen 
years ago as a kind of roll of honor in libraries, 
to be made up of those who were considered the 
most prominent and efficient of American libra- 


rians. It was said at the time that we would 
Start at 20 members, but that we should un 
doubtedly have to increase to 50 or 100. I be- 
lieve now, as I believed then, that a library 


council of that sort would add dignity to our 
work, that it would be one of the most fitting 
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recognitions of conspicuous blic services, at 
ething that younger rarians would look 
forward an honor; that the election to the 
( cil w 1 strengthe t brariat n his 
vn community and w 1 be mn every way 
benefi Beyond that, the query of how muct 
th nc al o1s st af per ne Itnow 
has the funct s that no recommendation in re 
ga lt rary idan tration ain be pron l 
gated wit! t referer to it and that it con 
trols the expenditure f the r f ! 
er wment fun Ina case, [tl that the 
neil is too all for satisfactory results \ 
number of r members recog ed as leading 
men are not on tl to-day because there 
is no one on the council that could very well be 
dropped, and we have many more than 20 wl 
leserve that honor rhe proposition is to er 
large the council to 25 and to meet the demands 
from local organizations for representation by 
allowing any association, state r local, for 
mally recognized by the uncil as large e1 gt 
and representative enough to ele ne n- 
cillor, and a second councillor for each full 10¢ 


members. If this amendment is passed | shall 


move a vote these words : ** That the notice 
to the local associations of recognition by the 
council as entitled to elect councillors shall cal 
attention to the fact that only members of the 
general association are eligible as councillors 


expressed the opinion that 


[wo or three have 

we ought not to leave the res tion in h 

shape that a local association could elect a 
417 


councillor who himself was not a member of the 


association 


I move the adoption of the amendment as 
printed, which if adopted shall become a part 
of r constitutic 

F. P. HLL. — Notwithstanding the resolution 
which Mr. Dewey proposes to introduce, pro 
vided that we adopt the amendment, it seems 
to me that a local association would not be pre- 
vented from electing outsiders to the council 
If Iam right in that conclusion, it seems to me 
that the amendment ought not to be adopted in 
the shape in which it reaches us at this time 

F. M. CRUNDEN When this resolution was 


introduced at Philadelphia I thought that the 


method it suggested of enlarging the council 
and intrusting the business affairs of the ass 
ciation to that council offered the solution of 
our difficulties. But as I hear the amendment 


read now, I find that there is nothing said about 
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that at all. It simply gives us a cumbrous and 
elaborate council with no more duties assigned 
to itthan have proved insufficient to give the 
present council any particular reason for being, 
unless, as Mr. Dewey says, as a roll of honor. 
Later in the day I believe a motion is to be in- 
troduced to appoint a committee on revision of 
the constitution, and it seems to me that if the 
constitution is to be revised, then this matter 
had better be referred to that committee. 

I move, therefore, that the question be laid on 
the table till later in the day, when it may be 
properly brought up. 

JoHN THomson. — Would it not be better to 
refer it to a committee to be appointed by the 
chair? Then if this special committee is ap- 
pointed later in the day the chair would natural- 
ly, I think, refer it to that particular committee. 

The motions made by Mr. Dewey and Mr. 
Mr. 


motion that a special committee be appointed 


Crunden were withdrawn. Thomson's 
was carried, and the chair appointed as that 
Brett, 


Miss Plummer, and Mr. Solberg. 


committee Messrs. Crunden, Bowker, 


CONSTITI 


J. C. Dana, 
appoint a committee of five to prepare and re- 


rIONAL REVISION COMMITTEE. 


I move that the president shall 


port at the next conference a revision of the 


constitution. At least three months prior to 


the next conference this report shall be printed 
and a copy sent to each member of the associa- 
tion. Voted. 


F. M. CRUNDEN stated that the special com- 
mittee on A. L. A. council requested that the sec- 
tion enlarging the A. L. A. council be referred 
Adopted, 


The chair appointed as the special committee 


to the general committee on revision. 


on revision of the constitution F. M. Crunden, 


W. H. Brett, R. R. Bowker, Miss M. W 
*lummer, and Thorvald Solberg.* 
C. W. ANDREWS presented the 
REPORT OF CO-OPERATION COMMITTEE ON DR 
BILLINGS’ SUGGESTION IN REGARD TO THE 
PLAN OF THE ROYAL SOCIETY. 


he two members present of the Co-operation 
Committee, to whom were referred the letters 
of Dr. 


Royal Society of London for an international 


Billings in regard to the plan of the 


catalog of scientific literature, respectfully re- 
port that they recommend the appointment of 
of This 


Dana was substituted for that 


a committee three on the subject. 


f J. ¢ 


* Later the name 
Brett 


of W. H 
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committee should consult with the authorities 
of the Smithsonian Institution and prepare a 
memorial to Congress in favor of such action as 
may be necessary to enable the institution to do 
If approved by the ex- 
be 
to sign the memorial in behalf of the American 


its share of the work. 
ecutive board the latter should authorized 
Library Association and to submit the same for 
the consideration of the librarians individually. 
Adopted. 

H. L. ELMENDORF moved that the committee 
consist of Dr. J. S. Billings, Dr. Cyrus Adler, 
and C. W. Andrews. 


Voted. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


The president announced that the voting for 
be 
and that the polls 


officers for 1898-99 would conducted by 


means of a voting-machine, 
would be open from 3.15 to 4.30 and from 8 to 
10 p.m. 

ippointed by the chair as 
T. L. Mont- 


The following were 
tellers for the election of officers 


gomery, B. C. Steiner, J. N. Wing. 


INVITATION BUFFALO 


H. L. ELMENDORF extended invitation to 
Buffalo Public Li 
brary on the way to or from Niagara Falls; a 


an 


the association to visit the 


similar invitation was alsoextended bythe Buf 


falo Historical Society. 


PLACE OF NEXT MEETIN 


&. Miss ANNE WALLACE extended an invitation 
to the association to hold its meeting for 1899 
in Atlanta, Ga. She presented, also, assurances 
of welcome from the Atlanta Chamber of Com 
merce and from the Georgia Federation of 
Women's Clubs. 

MELVI1 that the association 


DEWEY moved 


accept the very kind and cordial invitation from 


the city of Atlanta to meet there in 1899 
"oted. 
OTHER INVITATIONS, 
C. H. Gou.p invited the association to hold 


its meeting in Montreal in 1g0o. 
F. M. CRUNDEN read an 
authorities of the Trans-Mississippi Exposition 


invitation from the 


to be held in Omaha in September, asking tha‘ 
the A. 
gress to be held under its auspices. 

Dr. J. K. HOSMER presented the 


L. A. be represented at the library con 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS. 


Whereas, At the end of a conference in a 
high degree successful and pleasant, during 











which all natural conditions have been espe- 
cially favorable, the American Library Associa- 
tion desires to thank heartily the human ager 

cies without whose co-operation the naiads of 
the lake, the dryads of the wood, and even the 
clerk of the weather would have wrought ir 
vain; therefore, 

Resolved, That we are thankful to the Board 
of Directors of the James Prendergast Free Li- 
brary, of Jamestown, and to the various local 
committees of whose kindness and efficient care 
we have had evidence at every turn; and in 
particular that we recognize the good service of 
Miss Mary Emogene Hazeltine, who we are as- 
sured has been the moving spirit of the local 
committees; and that in her work we see once 
more what we so often have seen before, that 
wherever the A. L. A. wings its flight women 
are quite likely to lead the flock, dux femina voctt. 

Resolved, That we are grateful to Mr. and 
Mrs. William H. Proudfit for the delightful hos- 
pitality enjoyed at their charming home. 

Resolved, That the A. L. A. is deeply grate- 
ful to the Chautauqua Assembly for the oppor- 
tunity given to see its beautiful seat, to come 
for a moment into its atmosphere, t 
its spirit by the noble address of its chancellor, 
and expresses the conviction that with such a 
sign on the Chautauqua banner the Assembly 
will always conquer — in hoc signo Vincent. 

Resolved, That we are grateful to the manage- 
ment of the Erie R.R. for their courteous treat- 
ment of us, alsoto the management of the Kent 
and Waldmere for their liberal entertainment. 


judge of 


[he report was adopted by a rising vote. 
rhe president in a few cordial words expressed 
association for the many 
local he 


brief responses were made by ELFEAZER GREEN, 


the appreciation of the 


courtesies extended by the sts, and 


f the James Prendergast Free Library, and by 
Miss M. E. HAZELTINE. 
ELECTION OF CHANCELLOR VINCENT. 


a recommendation 
Chancellor J. H. 
be elected an honorary member of the 
Voted. 
W. C. LANE presented Leo WIENER's 


presented 


The president | 


of the executive board that 
Vincent 


American Library Association. 


REPORT ON TRANSLITERATION OF RUSSIAN NAME 


(See p. 174.) 
Dr. G. M. GouLp read a paper on 


tHE UNION OF MEDICAL AND PUBLIC LIBRARIES,* 


the saving of ex 


the 


work of 


I wish to urge the justice, 
pense upon the part of the community, and 


pressing importance of uniting the 


public medical and public general libraries 
* Abstract ; 


Phila 


Dr. Gould’s paper appeared in full in the 


July 30, 1898 


Medical Journai, 
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vish to secure your indorsement of the plat 
and your « -Operation bringing ita t 

lo the physician a medical library, ¢ te 
bv « perative effort, well arranged, access 
ble, and systematically handled through the 
public library would be a boon. To the library 
there is advantage in increased usefulness, in 


enlarged influence, in the winning of the sup- 


port and interest of influential members of the 


ommunity, and in preserving 





most useful myriads of valuable 


cations that are now restricted in the 


wholly wasted. To the public such a 


ment would be of large indirect value in rais 


; 


ing medical efficiency and making the physician 


of the sm town 





or city as well supplied with 
the literature of his profession as his fellow in 
the metropolis 

As 


Denver 


has been shown by the work done i: 


by Dr. C. D. Spivak, it is 





little difficulty to establish union medical de 
partments in public libraries, and the results 
of such establishment are striking in their 
success Individual and local conditions may 


} 


modify the terms of union, the amount of pur 


chases, the ownership of special works. and 


journals, but these conditions cannot and must 


not be allowed materially to prevent the pro 


foundly important and growing need of unior 


and co-operation in library service between the 
medical profession and the general public It 
may be that the union as advised in small citic 


and in towns will ultimately turn out to be pre 
paratory and temporary, and that the medical 


library, distinct and carried on by the medical 
profession alone, will be the outcome wherever 


local 


wealth, 


the profession progresses in numbers 


and unity. Speaking individually, I 


doubt the wisdom and advisability of this ideal. 


he community owes a debt to the physician 


that can be paid in no better way than in the 


just and proper manner of purchasing and car- 


ing for his professional literature Phe com 


munity, the American Library Association, and 


public 
an entire willingness to aid the profes- 


for 


alcoves, or 


the trustees of general libraries have 


shown 


sion, to set aside a of their funds the 


part 
, to give 


distinct rooms for them, and to provide librarian 


pure hase of books Space, 


service for their care, et The plan does not 


prevent local professional control or the sup 


plementing of purchases by specially supplied 
funds, et In small places certainly the pub- 


lic library and the medical library could be 
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united with resultant good. In Denver 


the union has solved the problem and has 


great 


given the local profession a fine library, other- 
wise entirely impossible. 

If you are convinced of the advisability of 
the union plan I ask your indorsement of the 
following resolutions : 


** Whereas, The public library should be the 
means of stimulating all neighborhood intel- 
lectual and scientific progress, and of represent- 
ing the combined helpful forces, ethical, mental, 
and sanitary, furthering the well-being of the 
entire community ; it is therefore 

** Resolved, That in the opinion of the Amer- 
ican Library Association it is both possible and 
advisable, in the interests of the library, the 
profession, and the community, that public li- 
braries should have medical departments, and 
that physicians and medical societies be cor- 
dially invited to co-operate with the librarians 
and trustees of public libraries in establishing 
and maintaining such medical departments.” 


It was Voted, That the 
mended by Dr. Gould be referred to the execu- 
tive board with power to act.* 


resolution recom- 


PHILADELPHIA INDEX TO HISTORICAL FICTION, 


Joun THomson. — We are preparing at the 
Philadelphia Free Library an index to historical 
fiction, which we hope to make a general and 
successful co-operative work. This work can- 
not be accomplished without co-operation. A 
circular has been prepared outlining the plan 
proposed and asking the help of librarians and 
library assistants in reading the books to be in- 
dexed. There are about 3000 books to be read. 
Books and blanks will be sent to volunteer 
readers, librarians and assistants are 
earnestly asked to bring this matter before 
others likely to aid in the work, orto senda 
post-card to the Free Library of Philadelphia 
expressing their willingness to take part in the 
work.t+ 

Mrs. H. A. DAVIDSON spoke on 


and 


SPECIAL NEEDS OF STUDY CLUBS, 
reviewing the development of disciplinary study 
among such clubs and stating that the library 


for the study club should include 


* For action of executive board, see L. 3., July, 1898, p. 
29 

+ For account of this index plan, see L. j., June, 1898, 
p. 24t 

t Mrs. Davidson's paper will appear in full in one of the 
study club bulletins of the University of the State of 
New York 
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1. A full set of books containing the mate- 
rials for study, the complete works of the 
author, biographies, books giving reliable in- 
formation on the subject and related topics, 
etc. 

2. A few books giving a broad and general 
or theoretical view of the subject, one part ot 
which has been chosen for study. 

3. A few of the best books of a critical or 
philosophical character bearing upon the sub- 
ject. 

4. A sufficient number of duplicates of the 
books most constantly in requisition. 

5. Several small groups of books selected 
with reference to the study of special topics. 

Adjournment was taken at 4.30. 


EIGHTH SESSION. 


(THe WALpMERE, Fripay EvENING, JULY 8.) 


This session was opened at 9 p.m. with an 
exhibition of lantern-slides of library buildings 
prepared by W. E. Foster, but in his absence 
conducted by S. H. Berry. The views shown 
included the ground plans, interiors, and exte- 
riors of well-known American library buildings 
and a few European views. The exhibition 
lasted for an hour ; at its close the lights were 
turned on and the tellers announced the 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


The result of the balloting was reported as 
follows: 

President . 
81. 

Vice-presidents ;: Clement W. Andrews, 140 
Katharine L. Sharp, 125; John Thomson, 73 
(five others received votes varying from 35 to 
64). 

Secretary: Henry J. Carr, 177. 

Gardner M. Jones, 154. 
Helen E. Haines, 168. 
Cc. C. 


William C. Lane, 121 ; scattering, 


Treasurer 

Recorder : 

Trustee of Endowment Fund 
147. 

A. L. A. Council: J. N. Larned, 135 ; Han 
nah P. James, 135; W. H. Brett, 119; F. M 
Crunden, 118. 

Adjournment was taken at 10.20. 


Soule, 


This closed the last general session of the 
conference. 
The following day, Saturday, July 9, was 











spent at Niagara, and in the evening, at dinner 
in the International Hotel, President Putnam 
called the meeting to order for a few final an- 
nouncements. 


INVITATION TO NIAGARA FOR 1900, 


Invitations were read from the mayor and 
municipality of Niagara Falls, and from the 
trustees of the Niagara Falls Public Library, 
extending a cordial invitation tothe A. L. A. 


to meet at Niagara in 1900. 


THE LARGE 
ECTION meetings devoted to the consid- 
eration of problems met in the administra- 

tion of LARGE LIBRARIES were held on Tuesday 
and Thursday, July 5and7,in the Kent House. 


FIRST SESSION. 
(Kent House, TugesDAY EVENING, JULY 5.) 


The meeting was called to order by W. H. 
Brett, chairman, at 7.30 p.m., Dr. B. C. 
STEINER acting as secretary. 

MARTIN HENSEL read a paper on 


LOCATING BRANCH LIBRARIES IN SCHOOI 
BUILDINGS. * 

The first attempt to put branch libraries in 
some of the school buildings by the public 
school library of Columbus, Ohio, encountered 
a number of objections. The library committee 
was cautious and conservative, and took time 
for deliberation, but finally consented to let me 
try the plan in one building as an experiment. 

The building selected was about 244 miles 
distant from the library, in one of the poorer 
districts. The principal and teachers were en- 
tirely willing to co-operate, and most of the 
details were left to them. About the only 
advice given was this: Do not draw the lines 
too tight at first; give the children liberty to 
select such books as they wish — unless these 
are actually injurious— and lead them grad- 
ually to the use of better books by suggest- 
and otherwise. The issues were limited 
by the teachers to one book a week, that they 
might not interfere with the course of study, 
and were made to children only. 


ion 


* Abstract. 


LARGE LIBRARIES SECTION. 









































CONSTITUTIONAL REVISION COMMITTEE. 
The president also announced a change in 
the 


that Mr. Dana, who had moved the appointment 


constitutional revision committee, stating 


of the committee, had been omitted from it at 
his own request, but that it was hoped he might 
be induced to serve, and as Mr. Brett had re- 
quested to be relieved 
of J. C. Dana had been substituted for that of 
W. H. Brett. 


The conference was then declared adjourned. 


of such service the name 


LIBRARIES SECTION, 


This branch proved so successful that the 
following year — which is the present one 
other 
buildings, and in the coming year I hope to get 


three more branches were established in 


permission to establish several additional ones. 
As soon as the funds permit it these branches, 
instead of confining their children, 


should be made full branches, issuing to adults 


work to 


as well. This will bring the schools and parents 
into closer touch and will prove beneficial in 
many ways. At present there are virtually 
three public circulating libraries in Columbus, 
the extremes within two blocks of each other, 
two of which issue books to children (one to 
those over 12 years, the other without limit). 
Their location is about the centre of the city, 
which is nearly seven miles long from north to 
south and the same distance from east to west. 
There is therefore no question about the neces- 
sity of branch libraries or delivery stations in 
different parts of the city. 

F. M. CRUNDEN. 
the mice to get rid of the cat by belling the cat, 
but you must first catch the cat. In this case 
the cat is the teacher. The main difficulty that 
we have to get over is the unwillingness of the 


It is a desirable thing for 


teacher fully to co-operate in this work. There 
that the 


economical way of distributing books from a 


can be no question about it most 
free library would be through the schools, if we 
could only induce the teachers to meet us half- 
way and take charge of these books. It would 
involve no expense on the part of the library, 
or at least an insignificant one. It would place 
the books where they are most needed, and it 
would give that individual guidance to each 


reader which it is very difficult for the li- 
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brarians to give. There can be no question, 
then, that this is the most desirable thing todo, 
and I think it is well that we should bend our 
energies toward convincing the teachers that 
it is a desirable thing to do from their own 
point of view; that is, that it will give them the 
greatest help that they can possibly have in 
their school work. This is particularly the 
case in the lower grades, where the main pur- 
pose of the teacher is simply to teach the child 
to read. When the child has learned the rudi- 
ments of reading if you give him interesting 
books he will practise himself. The way fora 
child to learn to read is to read, and if you will 
teach him the rudiments and give him books 
he will do the rest himself. 

Miss Ex.iza G. Browninc. — There is not a 
teacher in Indianapolis who is not willing todo 
the work if we provide them with the books. 
We put 5000 books into outlying schools last 
year and in addition to that sent also travelling 
libraries. There was not a school of the 54 
public schools that was not anxious to get the 
books. They came and asked for them till we 
were actually unable to supply them. 

H. M. Lerpzicer. —In all large cities, es- 
pecially in the last five years, a great many 
changes have been made in the courses of 
study. These changes have made the teachers’ 
life a great burden and have taxed teachers’ 
powers to the utmost. The consequence is 
that every addition, no matter how meritori- 
ous, is viewed by the overburdened teacher 
with some anxiety. In the city of New York 
we have a fund now amounting to about 
$40,000 annually which is devoted to the pur- 
chase of books to be used in the schools only 
and not to be used for circulation outside of 
the pupils and teachers in those schools. In 
the administration of that fund the matter now 
considered is the appointing of one person in 
each school who shall have more acquaintance 
with literature adapted to various grades of 
school life than any other of the teachers and 
who shall have custody of those books and of 
the system of selection for the children. No 
matter how good a school principal may be, it is 
my judgment that a selection of books adapted 
to the child’s mind is in itself a fine art, and 
when that is recognized we shall have that true 
co-operation between the library and the school 
which all of us so earnestly desire. 

W. E. Foster.—My experience has been 
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precisely that of Dr. Leipziger. The teachers 
with whom I have come in contact are more 
than interested in co-operating with us. The 
number of new teachers coming into the teach- 
ing force each year necessitates constant effort 
on my own part in going about to the schools 
and opening acquaintance with the teaching 
force of the respective schools, a thing that | 
am glad to do. 

H. L. Etmenvorr. — In Buffalo we have had 
the system which Dr. Leipziger has spoken of, 
in expending state money for school libraries. 
This money, Iam sorry to say, has not been 
judiciously expended in years past. There 
have been selections made in different schools 
for the past 40 years that are hardly approved 
books. When the library in Buffalo was made 
public I offered to take the books of the schools 
and expend their money for them, add to it 
very largely, and instead of school libraries 
give them class-work libraries in all the schools 
of the city. It was thought injudicious to start 
on this plan the first year. I have taken to 
schools of the city, selecting those in which the 
principal was interested in the movement, and 
asked that their libraries should be returned to 
the public library and there be sifted. In some 
of the schools I found very good books; in 
others the percentage useful for children’s use 
was about two out of 50. Weare establishing 
a system which if it proves successful and is 
extended to all the schools of the city, as I 
hope may be the case, will place model libraries 
in every school. 

A. W. WHELPLEY. — The board of education 
of Cincinnati makes no provision whatever for 
books in the school and always relies on the 
public library. Two years ago the library was 
requested to place in each school that had an 
intermediate course a certain number of books, 
the selection of which was left to the superin- 
tendent of schools and the librarian, and the 
superintendent of schools kindly left it entirely 
to the librarian. I made a list of books cover- 
ing double the amount of money that I was re- 
quested to spend, and sent that list to each of 
these schools, I think about 24 of them. They 
made a.very good selection of books, were 
heartily in sympathy with the movement, and 
have assured me that the books were a blessing 
to the schools. Last year several teachers said 
they could co-operate further, and asked to have 
certain lines of books selected for their pupils 
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to use in connection with their studies. By 
that means they proposed to do away with the 
All 


those teachers were of the lower grades, and | 


indiscriminate reading of boys’ books 
gave them the privilege of making a list of 
books which I purchased. After two or three 
weeks they asked if I would send the books up 
from the library and let them do the charging. 
I consented to do so, and the results have been 
successful the 


movement in these three schools that I presume 


wonderfully good. So was 
next season a similar request will be made from 
20 schools. Since the close of the schools many 
parents have come to the library stating that 
good 
they saw such improvement in the manner in 


which their children read that they wanted me 


the teachers made such selections and 


to let the boys come to my office and have me 
Phat 
satisfactory thing that I have had in all my 


select the books for them. is the most 
years of library management, and I think that 
the movement, with the co-operation of my trus- 
tees, will grow to be a very large one. Mr. 
Chairman, I wish to add that this is the first 
year that I have been able to bring a trustee 
with me, and I would like to introduce to you 
Mr. Porter, the president of the board of trus- 
tees of the Cincinnati Public Library. 

W. T. Porter. — We are endeavoring to as- 
sist Mr. Whelpley as far as possible, and are 
perfectly willing to aid him as far as our means 
will go. Very fortunately, during the last year 
we have been given complete control of the li- 
brary in Cincinnati, which has heretofore been 
under the control of the board of education. 

F. M. CruNDEN. — My 
prompted 


remarks were not 


by entirely hopeless experiments. 
We are going along in a very hopeful way in 
St. Louis. We sent out this year to 40 schools 
about 4800 books, all of them intended for the 
lowest grades. We thought we would begin 
with the children even before they could read, 
and we sent out illustrated ‘‘ Mother Goose” 
stories for the children to look at the pictures 
and listen to the reading of the rhymes, and 
there have been very good returns from this. 
What I wanted to bring out was the fact that 
the chief difficulty in this work has been lack 
of hearty co-operation on the part of the teach- 
ers. But that difficulty is not insuperable, as 
the teachers are beginning to realize that this 
work is not adding to their burdens but lighten- 


ing them. I hope to publish in one of the li- 
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brary periodicals before long an article on the 
result of this experiment, with the returns that 


have come from 40 principals who have been 


asked certain questions and from whose an 


had 


the progressiveness of the teacher. 


swers I have a pretty good indication of 


Miss Frances A. BISHopP. -We have placed 


four stations in the schools of the outlying dis- 


tricts in Kansas City, and there is much jeal- 


ousy among the principals of the other schools 


because we cannot have a station in every 


school in the city. 


SHALL THE LIBRARY OWN OR RENT ITS BRANCH 


LIBRARY BUILDINGS f& 


This 
matter of expediency, and it is likely that the 
the the 


Unless there are special 


H. L. ELMENDORF. question seems a 


individual circumstances of city and 
library will decide it. 
circumstances, I should say that it were better 
for the city to own its own branches. One rea- 
son for my belief is that the rent of buildings 
comes out of the library fund, tending to re- 
duce the library income year by year, and few 
of us have incomes which will stand paying 
rent. If the buildings are the property of the 
city of course they are rent free and tax free. 
Any one who puts upa building for a branch 
have 


library must interest on his money and 


the taxes. Interest must be paid, in a certain 
view of the case, whether the city owns the 
But if 
bonds are issued, for instance, for the library, 
the 
general fund and the library appropriation re- 


buildings or whether they are rented. 


the interest on those bonds comes out of 
mains intact for the ordinary expenses of the 
branch and ?f the library. 

Another reason why the city should own its 
that 
should be in poor portions of the city, not inthe 


branch library buildings is branches 
best resident portions, even though these may 
the 


Residents of such a part of the town are 


be distant from main library building. 
well 
able to pay their car fare to the main library, 
and often prefer to visit it rather thana branch. 
Ihe branches should be located where the peo- 
ple not only most desire them but most need 
them, from the circumstance of not being able 
to go to the main library, and this is always in 
the poorer portion of the town. It is a mistake 
for a library to put up a branch inthe beautiful 
residence district of the town, even though that 
district considerable distance 


may be a from 
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the main library. Those people will come to 
the main library [he place where the branch 


s needed is where property is low and the city 


can afford to buy, and where no one, unless 
they have a long lease and a high price, is 
willing to put up a building suitable for a 


ranch library In such a portion of the town 


temporary buildings may be put up, because it 
is not necessary in a branch to have a fireproof 
building The books that we would put in 
wanches are books that could be easily re- 


placed, books of great value being kept in the 


main library. 


B. C. STEINER. Libraries in different parts 


of the country may hope in the future to re- 


ceive gifts of branch libraries from wealthy 


citizens [his would be a form of beneficence 


which should be sufficiently attractive and 


should be within the means of men not neces- 


sarily millionaires. If a citizen were willing to 
put up a branch it might be known in his name 
and placed in some section of the city where the 
city appropriation would be insufficient to put up 
one. When a building is erected there is con- 
stant expense for light, heat, and repairs, so that 
the 


library fund is not by any means entirely 


relieved of the expenses which come from rent. 
|. K. Hosmer. — We have in Minneapolis a 
branch which is owned by the library board. 


It is partly the gift of a citizen, partly built by 


the funds of the library board, and partly built 


by contributions from the district in which the 
branch stands It is a beautiful building, a 
model in its way, and immensely more satisfac- 
tory to us and to the city than the buildings 
which we hire for our branches. The hired 
buildings have to be adapted as best they can 
to the purpose they are to serve. They are 
inconvenient, and in the end I think there is 
economy in building. 

JouN THomson.— There is one point of 


very great importance that has not been referred 
A 


is needed in considering 


toin the remarks of the previous speakers. 
of 
whether you should try to acquire your branch 


great deal care 


building or rent it. In our experience we had 


two branches in two very poor parts of the 
city, neither of which has proved successful 
ind from both of which localities we are pro- 
posing at a very early date to transfer our 
branches. If we had gone to the preliminary 
expense of building those libraries it would 


have been impossible to have moved them, or 
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would have rendered our chances of doing so 


very difficult. Moreover, the gift of a branch 


donors is 


We 


have had presented 


even by munificent not always in 


the most suitable locality. are fortunate 


enough to us a magnifi- 


cent branch, not quite in the locality which we 


would select. We wanted to open a branch in 


the thickly settled part of the city, close by the 


shipbuilding yards. The experiment of send 


ing a travelling library there was first tried, 
and it succeeded beyond our expectations. We 


then approached some of the wealthy people 
interested in shipyards and other interests, and 
they have given us handsome donations toward 
opening a branch in lieu of a travelling library 
in that locality. 


branches are expensive operations, involving 


Our trustees said: ‘‘ Opening 


expense. Go slow; open a temporary branch, 
an experimental life 
be 


time enough to make up your minds to establish 


test it thoroughly, give it 


12 months; then it will 


of six or eight or 
permanently a branch in that place.”” Under 
such circumstances I think that large libraries 


would be benefited by using rented 


buildings 
for a considerable period and then getting per- 
manent branches. 


A. E. 


ence 


Mr. Thomson's 


precisely, and where we 


SOSTWICK. experi- 


has been ours 
out 
have been very 


been 


our branches, given to us by a wealthy citizen, 


have followed the principles he has laid 


down we glad, and where we 


have not we have very sorry. One ol 


proved to be in an undesirable location. In 


another case we operated a branch where the 


experiment has been successful, and we are 


now erecting a building there. The plan to be 
followed is to rent your buildings till you are 
absolutely certain that there is the place for the 
library. Mr. Elmendorf has spoken with re- 
gard to the city library, but there are other li- 
In New York there 


We 


braries than city libraries. 


are, properly speaking, no city libraries. 


cannot ask the city to erect us a building. 
We have to build out of our own funds, or 
we must rent and pay the money out of our 


appropriation. When we build it is therefore 


a matter of serious consideration whether we 


can afford to spend the money or not. 


Miss Ex1za G. BROWNIN In Indianapolis 


we started four branches at a time. One of 


those libraries was located in a wealthy section 
of the city, and it was such a miserable failure 


that we moved it into a poorer part, and I now 
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hink we shall have to put xtra 
) that building next year 
J. W. Suri I Syracuse the 
ying the anch experiment and 
shed a elivery stat to beg W 
pay for service but do not pay rent 
the three months’ trial it has receiv 
been very promising, and judging fr 
ulation, whi an nts to 20 I 
umes a month, I think by the e1 t 
willh ssued between 3000 and 40 
We iv nde1 nsideration the a 
f delivering books to the worksh 
reaching the working n wit ind 
ther books. If su | s | 
has been tried anywher shall t 
to receive advice 
Jo ‘ I 1OMSON ] nswer 
estion, I may say that in P ! 
an of Oo f the rge ste “ 
t e with the authority the firn 
would send books to the factor t 
I got there ery € iy in tne 
tat 5 or at night and did t fe 
t me out again inthe evening to fe 
We therefore sent them 100 volu! 
ar thes ire in cha f the rer 
res{ sible for them 
( ‘4 I — May | kK M 
vhat kind s he sends to tl 
tu g estal nent 
JOHN THOMSON. We sent rt 
f technical t ks that wer ked 
bulk were such books as Dickens 
a few historical books, biographies 
We made a very general selectior 
first submitted to the foreman and 
him, and we change the « ion 
months 
Adjournment was taken at 8.15] 
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not be row the umes f individual 
readers In ¢ I e. spec rea rs caraes 
Ww i t need nd the next pla the 
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me from the main library or from the branct 
15. ¢ STr , (Our systet yer 
what Mr Thor nc t t t r 
t t for W t y haver 
lelivery ut whe " ok vanted at a brar 
a rrower would either have to come to tl 
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central library or would have to wait till the 


custodian came to the central library, which 
happens twice a week, and have the book 
brought down. 


J. K. Hosmer. — At 


have collections of 4000 or 5000 each and we 


present our branches 


have a daily delivery. There are many incon- 
veniences and cqmplications connected with it. 
If each branch could have a collection amount- 
ing to something like 10,oco volumes, and were 
to a large extent independent of the central 
library, it seems to me it would be better. 

W. R. Watson. — We have yet had 
much experience, having recently started our 


not 


first branch, but it does not seem to me that it 
would be practicable to place 10,000 or 15,000 
branch. We to 
duplicate, at a very large expense, and in ad- 


volumes in a should have 
dition to the original expense of the books we 
would have the additional expense of caring 
for them, for the shelving, and for the catalog. 
At present we have a daily delivery for what- 
ever is demanded from the main library, but as 
has little We 
depend for reference work altogether on our 


yet there been very demand. 
main library, placing in branches merely ordi- 
nary reference-books, such as cyclopedias, dic- 
tionaries, etc. Any one who wishes to study is 
ordinarily willing to take the pains to go to 
some distance, and inasmuch as you cannot put 
a full reference collection in a branch even of 
10,000 or 15,000 volumes, it would seem to me 
better to put in that branch only live timber, 
and as soon as it is worn out or ceases to be 
useful to take it out and put it upon the main 
shelves rather than keep the branch shelves 
There would, I think, be no 


difficulty in establishing a daily delivery with 


loaded with it. 
10 or 1§ branches in any city, and the ex- 
pense of doing that would be more than off- 
set by the additional expense of duplicating 
copies and keeping a large collection in each 
branch. 


Miss M. L. ST1LLMAN. — We have two small 
branches of 700 or 800 books, but we send 
travelling libraries or boxes of books containing 


These 


left as long as they are needed, and the 


anywhere from 50 to 100 or 200 books. 
are 
record is kept in the same way as the record 
We 


well as branches, and the expense is no greater 


kept by the teachers. have stations as 


to supply branches than to supply stations. 


A. E. Bostwick read a paper on 
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HOW CAN CENTRAL AND BRANCH WORK BEST 
BE CO-ORDINATED ¢ 
(See p. 95.) 
H. L. Etmenporr. —I want to express my 


appreciation of Mr. Bostwick’s The 
situation in Buffalo in regard to branches is 


paper. 
rather unique. A short time ago a system of 
water-works was abandoned there, and there 
was much discussion for some years over what 
should be done. 
a good plan to give the proceeds to the public 


I suggested that it would be 
library fora branch. The proposition seemed 
to settle all the difficulties, and it was provided 
in the bill abandoning the water-works that the 
entire proceeds should go to the public library 
for a branch in the section in which the water- 
works were located. This will give us $60,000 
at least, and the plan is to build and opena 
branch. 
the building itself. 


Half the money is to be devoted t 
TI 
this branch from the central library. 


plan is to administer 
The idea 
of central administration in work, particularly 
such as cataloging and preparing lists, seems 
to me a good one, from the economy of having 
it done at the central library. 

A paper by JAMEs BaIN was presented on 


BOOKS IN BRANCH LIBRARIES. 
(See p. 100.) 
Miss GRATIA COUNTRYMAN read a paper on 


HOW FAR 


FOR 


SHOULD THE 


BRANCHES 


SELECTION OF BOOKS 


BE UNIFORM ¢ 


(See p. 101.) 


MARTIN HENSEL. —So conditions 
are varied uniformity is almost impossible, if 
Nor do 


remain as they are, but they change among 


as 


long 


not impracticable. these conditions 


themselves and in relation to each other. For in- 
stance, the Scandinavian district may be Scandi 
navian to-day; in a few years it will be Ameri- 
can. The Scandinavian people take up very 
naturally the English language, and the third 
generation is uniformly American. Thus whil 
you have a district of a certain character at one 
time, in a few years it will change, and hence 
the necessity for change in the branches. For 
instance, in Columbus some years ago we had 
quite a number of Germans; to-day the Germar 
language has died out. So that any attempt to 
establish uniformity will be futile in the end, 
because we simply cannot manage the con- 
ditions. 
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A. E. Bostwick. — Just one word in relation 


to the voice that custodians of branches should 


have in selecting books for those branches. I! 


ugree heartily with Miss Countryman in saying 


that it is impossible for any one in charge 


of a system of libraries to gauge accurately 
by himself the needs of all, and I believe 
that the custodian in charge of the branch 


should have the largest liberty in making sug- 


books to be bought; not only 


gestions regarding 
the kind of books to be bought, but also the 
better 


than any one else, being in direct touch wit! 


number of copies, because she knows 
the people in the branch, what books are most 
needed. 

In our own library we have a weekly meet- 
ing of the heads of the branches with the chief 
librarian. Every month the purchase of books 
is discussed. We buy books for all the branches 

Every librarian in charge makes 


list of the books wanted. 


once a month. 
out on order slips a 
Those slips are read and discussed at the meet- 
ing, and the order is practically made up from 
the suggestions made by the librarians in charge 
of the We find that 
plan works most excellently. 

H. L. ELMENDoRF. — Is 


different branches. this 


a separate shelf list 
kept for these different branches when the work 
is done at the central library, and if so, how is 
it treated ? 

A. E. Bostwick. diversity 


— There is great 


of usage. In our own library we have always 


We 


to that a union shelf list. 


had a separate shelf list for each branch. 

now have in addition 

We have no union accession-book. 
Miss Cor - We have 


cession-book for the central and forthe branches, 


NTRYMAN, - the same ac- 
but we have for each branch a separate shelf 
list, and in that shelf list is recorded the acces- 
sion number. 

H. L. ELMENDORF. — One reason for my in- 
that 


open-shelf department are treated in exactly the 


terest is our children’s room and our 


same way in which I should treat a branch. 


We keep separate shelf lists for each of these 


departments, using the same accession-book 
and keeping the union shelf list as well. While 
it increases the work the convenience is much 
greater. 

Miss LinpaA A. EASTMAN. — We have a com- 
plete shelf list at each branch, and also in each 


department in our main library. Then we have 


in our catalog department a complete shelf list 
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of the main library, and whenever there is 
duplicate ina branch i k in the ma 
library the main card is f wed by a special 
colored card, which is printed with columns for 
each branch, so that one card contains the shelf- 


list numbers and accession numbers of the books 
We have, 


the other 


the 


ks in the 


then, on two 


the bor 


in each branch. 


cards, one following 
the branches 
The partial 


custodians 


main library and 
B. C. STEINER, 


books by the 


selection of 
branch seems to me 


a very useful hint. In my library 1 found it 


impossible 


ist what 
uld 
the 


re- 


absolutely always to kr 


1 


was wanted in a given locality. There sh 


always be absolute power of rejection in 


Id 


j 


recommended by 


hands of the librarian. not hesitate to 


ect any book the custodian 


which does not seem to me desirable. Every 


Monday morning the custodians meet me and I 


talk with each one of them from five to 20 
minutes of various matters that need attention, 
and at that time they always recommend to 
me new books which they desire to have pur- 
chased 

Another thing to which I wish to say amen 
is Miss Countryman’s suggestion that the 


classification should be the same in every build 


ing of the library It is not soin my library 


When 
that in 


library was started it was thought 


the 


the 
the branches, as number of books 


would be smaller, a less elaborate classificatior 


When I came to 


about 50,00 


would be mere convenient. 
the found 


books in and I never felt 


library | there were 


branches ustified in 


changing the system rhere is one shelf num 


ber which means two books —in the central 
library it means one book, and in all the 
branches it means another, and people very fre 
quently get mixed. 

The difficulty of transfer is the result of 
variety of classification. I had that forcibly 
impressed on me two years ago. We built a 


new branch, and our superintendent of delivery 


went over our stock of books in the central li- 
brary, and we found that out of 100,000 or more 
books we could spare 2500 very easily. So I 
told her to take those from the shelves and 


that we would transfer them tothis new branch, 


and in so doing be able to open it with a con- 
We had toc hange 
of those books, 


had 


siderable saving of expense 
the bi k 


which would have been 


number of every on 


innecessary if we 


not had two classifications. 
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With reference to shelf lists for branches 
We have a union shelf list at the central li- 
rary. We have separate accession-books. 
When I first went to Minneapolis I had a con- 
troversy with Miss Countryman which resulted 
nthe agreement that both ways were equally 
good. 

I want to add what I have not heard spoken 
if this morning, and that is the advisability of 

If 


a separate shelf list for each branch, kept at the 


h has not only 


branch —a priced shelf list whi 
the title and book number but also the price of 
the book, taken from the accession catalog. 
[he reason for that is that books are lost fre- 
quently, and a person comes to the branch and 
says he has lost_a book and wishes to pay for 
it. If the man has the money and wants to 
pay for the book, and the librarian does not 
know what the cost is, he is a little indignant if 
he has to come around again the next week. 
Such a shelf list can be kept up very easily 
when it is once made, by copying into it from 
the invoice which we send with each shipment 
b oks. 

With reference to our card catalog of the 
branch books, we have exactly the same sys- 


tem as Cleveland, only we have the cards in 


} 


Iphabets. Wehave found it a little more 


two a f 
convenient to have our branch cards in one 
ilphabet and our central library cards in : 
ipNe é « ‘ é | one 
alphabet, but the system of having a union 
card catalog is an infinite saving of time and 


patience. 
TELEPHONES IN BRANCHE 


Miss M. L. STILLMAN. I would ask whether 
Dr. Steiner has telephone connections with his 
branches 

B. C. STEINER. — I would not have telephone 
connections with branches for anything. It is 
rarely that there is any difficulty that the cus- 
todians cannot solve themselves or put off till 
they can write to me overnight I believe in 
etting the custodians have sole charge of the 
ranch, and not by having a telephone come to 
lepend on the main library. 

Miss STILLMAN. In such matters as the loss 
1f a book which must be paid for, instead of 
having a priced shelf list at the branch we use 
the telephone and get the price from the main 

brary 

\. E. Bostwick. — When I first took charge 
of the New York Free Circulating Library no 





telephones had been installed. I strongly ad- 


vocated putting them in. Finally I succeeded 
in obtaining them, and now I think if those tele- 
phones should be taken out there would bea 
general riot. We find them indispensable, and 
we have not found the trouble Dr. Steiner fears. 
I do not think that any custodian has sacrificed 
her independence in any way. I do not think 
anybody ever refers questions to me by tele- 
phone that were not referred to me before, but 
it is simply an indispensable method of com- 


municating between the librarian’s office and 


the different branches, and between the branches 
themselves. We send out orders through the 
telephone, and whenever comparison of any 
kind is necessary we can do it by telephone in- 
stead of by messenger. The telephones mort 
than pay for their installation. In New York 
the telephone company allows us charitabl 
rates, which are half-price 

W. R. WAtTson. — Our experience at Pitts 
burgh tallies with Mr. Bostwick’s. Wedon 


find that the attendant at the branch refers any 


unnecessary questions to us over the telephone 
and we save immensely in time and labor 
B. C. STEINER. I do not find that it is 
than two or three times a year that we ha 
anything to telephone about. We do not hav 
a daily delivery at the branches; if we 
| 3 


circumstances would be differen I think the 





custodians are much more independent thar 


they would be if they could telephone to the 
central office. 
Joun THOMSON. I would not have a single 


branch without telephone connections if I could 
help it. We find them of the greatest practical 
benefit. 


SHOULD ALL CATALOGING, BINDING, REPAIRIN 
ETC., BE DONE AT THE CENTRAL LIBRARY 
W. R. Warson. — There can hardly be m 


question as to the advisability of doing the cat- 
aloging, in which I include ordering, shelf-list- 
ing, accessioning, etc., at the main library Ir 
the first place, the head cataloger will be at the 
main library, and all questions of cataloging 
should be referred to her. Then, too, all the 
books of reference which are necessary in cat 
aloging will be found at the main library It 
will be impossible, except at great expense, t 

duplicate these in the branches. If the cata 
loging is done by typewriter or other mechanical 
means, it would mean duplicating this at the 

















branch also There are a great many times 


when the cataloging of a which has al- 


ready been done at the main library can be re 


peated there at much less expenditure of time 


and labor. 
Mr 


ooks should 


lering, I believe, with Bostwick, 


lection of t 


largely as possible to the person in charge 


fthe branch. They are directly in touch with 
the people, they know what they want, and 
they know how much they want. But it some- 


times happens that they do not know the nat- 





ure of the book for which they ask. All the 
methods for finding this information should be 
at the main library. Whatever reviews are 


needed, whatever bibliographic information is 


needed, will be found much more readily there. 


I believe, therefore, that the list should be sent 


to the main library for the final decision of the 


brarian as to what shall be ordered and that 


the order should be sent out from the main li- 


rary, but marked as a branch order. In this 


way the bills can more readily be kept separate 


and the classification more readily made. 








Having received the books at the main li- 
brary, it is easy to do the accessioning there 
We use a separate accession-book for our 
branches, and in this way it is possible, if neces 
sary, torush a book through. We can acces- 
sion one or two books of a lot and send them to 
the branch without loss of time. _It is possible 


the branch li- 


the cataloging, but the 


the head of 


brary may be able tod 


that the at 


pers nm 


which make a successful branch 


nalif ion 
jualincations 


brarian may not include the qualifications 


which make a successful cataloger. Consistency 


is the great thing in a dictionary catalog, and 
if you have too many people working on it it is 
hard to secure this. 

I believe it is a good thing, as far as possible, 


£ 
ol 


to have the opinion two or three competent 
people as to the form of heading that should be 
used for a book; but this 
at the library than 
will give the entire catalog a unified 

be 


would probably 


can be better done 


main anywhere else and 

juality. 
he expense of would much 
at the 


mean another assistant and an additional room. 


cataloging 
greater branch, as it 
For libraries that print their cards, branch cata- 


loging is out of the question. Our method is to 
lo the cataloging at the main library, then put 
shelflist the 


0k over in this way. 


the 


that 


the card in book, and send 


I think, however 
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f there is time at the branch it is perhaps a s 
ible to let the pasting and lettering and 
hani deta Work ne there We iK¢« 
two shelf-list rds for e¢ I kK intended for 
the branch, one f us ut ti branch, the ther 
for the main rary, where it é the regu 
lar shelf list By using lifferent red card 
t easily stinguished from the main card 
We do not attempt to | ea f ird talog 
n the rat t takes ! t and 
st expensive We shall deper argely for 
the information that it w € 01 r " 
lists which we hope t ter 

[he repairing r ild t at the r h 
iS lar as pos \ ttle leftness goa 
long way it reserving the books W 

k becor ery much dilapidate however 

t is more economical to rebind it It ng 
separate lots books fr e branct t 
Save cartage t s¢ 1 the lit t t the 
branch t the binder, but tl record shoul 
sent to the main library, and all business 
regard to bills, styles of binding sh 1 be 
transacted with the main library direct 

B. C. STEINE As to repairing, we have 
three clerks who are entirely engage n re 
pairing t ks Our library |} een in exist 
ence now for 14 years, and the number of r 
books needing repairing is i rege We 
repair somewhere in the neighbor od of 
25,000 books a year At two of the branches 
the force is sufficiently large to do the repair 
ing At the others itis not sufficient: s« ne 
clerk goes one day to one branch and another 
to another, as there is need for her. In that 
way one skilled in the binder's art able to gx 
to the branches and do the more difficult part 
of the work We have ir ranch people 
taught by the repair-shoy lerks the various 
methods used, so that they can do in spare 


moments much of the work which is needed 


It is 


infinitely more convenient to have a 
the finances at the central building. The books 
should be received at the central office and the 
bills checked off there If the books are re 
ceived there it is a great deal easier to catalog 
them there 

Miss ¢ YTRYMAD While it very con 
venient to have all the cataloging done at the 
central, at the same time we con | the branch 





assistant to makea separate shelf list and a 


separate card catalog at the branch for her own 


use, and we do this not only for the convenience 
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but for the training. We have a theory that 
every assistant should have more or less train- 
ing in every department. If an emergency 
arises one assistant is not tied down to her par- 
ticular department, but can go into any other. 
The branch assistants ought not to be tied 
down wholly to branch work, but for their 
sakes and for the sake of the library they 
ought to know something about cataloging. So 
they make these catalogs, which are now and 
then revised by the head cataloger. 

Miss THeresA HircuHLer. — Another advan- 
tage in this is that the branch librarian becomes 
more familiar with books. If the books are 
sent to her already cataloged she is apt to pass 
them into the hands of her assistant and to 
know very little about them. 


WHEN SHOULD BRANCHES BE PREFERRED TO 
DELIVERY STATIONS? 


J. K. Hosmer. — Every city naturally and in- 
evitably divides itself into a centre, into sub- 
sidiary centres, and into sub-subsidiary centres. 
Of course, at the centre should be the great li- 
brary. Atthe subsidiary centres, north side, 
east side, south side, and west side, would 
naturally come the branches; and at the sub- 
subsidiary centres—that is, the little points 
where for some reason there is an accumula- 
tion of literary interest or where charitable 
considerations seem to require it— there would 
naturally come the station. I do not see that 
much more can be said about the matter. It 
seems to me that inevitably the branch falls 
into the subsidiary centre and the stations fall 
into their subordinate places. 

With us the distinction between the branch 
and the station seems very obscure. We start- 
ed out in this way: A branch was the subordi- 
nate place in which there was a library of 3000 
or 4000 volumes and a reading-room, and a 
station was simply a place where books were 
distributed. It has, however, come to be the 
case with us that we have what Mr. Well- 
man calls in his paper * the ‘‘ deposit system,” 
and I have come to feel that it is impos- 
sible to run a system of stations without the 
deposit plan. That is, to every station we send 
a certain number of books. The smallest col- 
lections number 30 or 40 and the largest collec- 
tions number at present from 700 to 1000. It 


* (See p. 8.) 





seems indispensable that we should have these 
collections at each station. They serve various 























































good uses. Perhaps the most important good 
use is this: it is inevitably the case that bor 
rowers who send in their lists are frequently 
disappointed, and it mitigates their wrath if the 
Station agent can say, ‘‘ We are notable to sup- 
ply your book to-day, but here is a collection 
of books from which perhaps you can make a 
selection till you can get your book.” This is 4 
only one of the uses which the collection may 
serve, but if it were the only one it would be 
enough. These deposit volumes go from the 
central library to the stations as loans, but the 
books when they get to the stations are very 
slow in coming back. We have books now at 
one of our stations which have been there for a 
year ortwo. So the station agent is beginning 
to havea library. It is very hard to see where 
the station ends and the branch begins. 

The matter of compensation for station agents 
is one which has given us some thought. We 
pay according to the Chicago plan that Mr 
Wellman gives in his report. We pay nothing 
till the circulation reaches 500 a month, then we 
pay $10 ; then nothing more till the circulation 
reaches 1000 a month, and then $10 more; then 
$1 per 100 for every 1000, with a maximum of 
$35. Mr. Crundenat St. Louis pays nothing to 
his station agents, and there is a strong compe- 
tition for each one of his stations. The statior 
agents feel that they are amply compensated for 
the trouble by the addition of custom that they 
receive in their stores. It seems as if there 
were a wide gap in these systems. 

We find another difficulty. There is no check 
upon the station agents. Itis, of course, to the 
interest of the agent to circulate a great many 
books, as he is paid in proportion to the num 
ber of books that he circulates. I have never 
had any reason to suppose that any of my 
agents was not honest, but it might be easy for 
a dishonest man by improper ways to increase 
the circulation or to appear to increase it, and 
so increase his compensation, and I have not 
been able to devise any satisfactory check. It 
does not seem to be good business manage- 
ment to let things go so. Ifany one who has 
had the same experience has devised a check | 
would like very much to know what of it. ; 

Miss STILLMAN. — I would like to know where 
the charging is done. 

J. K. Hosmer. — The charging is done at the 
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stations. We feel that our station agent ‘ 
een faithful and competent in the utter of 
harging. I visit the stations from t 
time and the station m to the ry 
In establishing a station a library assistant goes 
to the station and spends several days there 


nstructing the people 


such wi 


t They keep int 


and we feel that we can safely 


touch with them, 


trust the charging to the proprietors at the 
stores. We use the same charging system as 
the main library. 
Miss STILLMAN. Is the station agent re- 


sponsible for the collection of 


send to him 


J. K. HOsMEr. Yes; a caref list is pt 
f the books that are sent and it is expected 
that those books will be returned If a book is 
st he must help us to get it back 

Miss JOSEPHINE A. R [BON] I se the 
ok is not found is a collector sent t fron 


the station? Does the station 
of that work ? 
]. K. HOSMER. If the book is 


not found 


matter is finally put in the hands of the city 
uttorney. 

FRANK P, HILI Dr. Hosmer has asked if 
any one has had experience in having the cir- 
culation of these stations increase without prop- 
er use of the cards We have had that experi- 


ence at Newark and have been trying t 
vercome the difficulty, but without success 
For instance, I know one station where the 
cards and books have been returned day after 


day without going to the homes of the people 


] can find no way by which you, can keep the 


record straight. If the station-keeper wishes 
to be dishonest he has every opportunity t 
be so, and the only way out of it, it seems 
to me, is to change the location of the sta 
tion. 

There are one or two questions I would like 
to ask Dr. Hosmer: first, whether the books 
sent to the delivery station are duplicates of 
those in the library. 

]. K. Hosmer. — Ves; in every case the 
books that are sent to the stations are duj 
cates of those at the central library. They are 
almost entirely books of a popular character, 
to a large extent novels The purpose of the 
books is to tide over the disapr ted borrower 


by giving him something to 


an get the book that 





ks that you 
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Ww i best serv t ! se would ea light 
book. 

Miss ¢ ‘TRYMA While his order is being 
sent to the a ary he usually takes a 
t tatt station If he gets what suits 
him he s not nd t rd Hle can 
tah n tin any pla ind bring it back 
at I c Every station has a rtain 
book sli; t wn ft a certain « 7 3 that 
the n ¢ the k es back to us we 
know st wher t came fror Not only that 
but his rrower's card is stamped with a date 
Stamp wit! rtain letter which i cates the 
station fror which he took it [The book is 
immediately sent back to that stati 

A. E. B WICK I am surprised to find 


that what 
clatu 


re 


I thought to be the accepted nomen- 


snerally accepted It seems 


is not zg 


ussion has shown that it would 


me that this dis« 

be a useful thing if the association could rec 
ognize in some way the following terms for the 
lifferent kinds of stations: a édranch library is 


a library 
permanent stock 


is a place where 


having permanent or practically 
ks; a distri 


l | are depos ted 


ulin 





accor ne 


to what has been called a ‘‘deposit system,” 
and therefrom distributed i delivery station is 
a station where orders are given for books that 
are stored in some central place. Dr. Hosmer: 
starts t with having delivery stations and 
ends with having also distributing stations. 
His stations would not be branch libraries 
We try to use our branch libraries both as dis- 
tributing and delivery stations. If any branch 
library wants it we will deposit there a number 
of »ks not intended to be permanently kept 
there t simply to be distributed. It seems 
t e if this system or some other system of 
venclature could be recognized by the asso 
ciation it we 1 be a very good thing 
FRANK P. Hi An interesting question 
has been asked as to just how much responsi 
bility can be placed on or is assumed by the 
station-keeper With us we cannot get any 
station-keeper t responsible for the value of 
the book I would like to know whether others 
ire able make them responsible for the money 
valu 
] K H 1 Lhe est! has never 
ce n y formal way but there has 
i en th nderstanding that the books 
that we sent were under the care of the agent 
that he was responsible for them. If a 
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book has been lost, in our experience its loss 
has been paid for by the borrower who lost it. 
We have been able to trace all losses. 

r. L. Monrcomery. —As regards the re- 
sponsibility of the station agent, why should 
he be any more responsible than a branch li- 
brarian? Does the branch librarian pay for 
every book that is lost? 

Joun THomson, — I don’t know that it makes 
much difference whether you call it by any par- 
>» blocks of 


books lent to different places. They are de- 


ticular name, but we have over 9 


posited there and they are issued from those 
‘points for home use. If readers want the books 
they must first find some person who will sign 
a written guarantee for the due return of the 
books or to pay forthem. This plan has worked 
very well with us. 

Miss SuLA L. WAGNER. — We deposit no books 
at the stations. The books are charged at the 
main library, as they are in Milwaukee. The 
Station agent is not responsible for the books. 
Che borrower is responsible, and his card is sent 
with the list. If none of the books which he 
calls for are in, another selection is made. Of 
ourse, this is not always satisfactory to the bor- 
rower, but it is the best that we can do. We 
have had some difficulties about the misplace- 
ment of cards, but I think these have always 
been satisfactorily settled. 

F. P. Hit.. —I would like to know how it is 
that people are so anxious for those stations. 
Do the storekeepers think they get so much 
custom from the readers that it pays them for 
their trouble ? 

Miss WAGNER Sometimes we have in one 
vicinity half a dozen applicants for a station. 

F. P. Hriit. — What is the general nature of 


the stores that serve as stations ? 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL LIBRARIES. 


Miss WAGNER. They are almost entirely 
drugstores. We also issue books to Sunday- 
schools. I don't know whether that is ordi- 
narily done or not 

S. H. Berry. I am trying to makea 
specialty of that particular point. In my own 
church I have succeeded in getting them to dis- 
pose of about 600 volumes and to buy just such 
volumes as a public library would buy, taking 
it for granted that the people in the Sunday- 
schools have a little sense and want something 


that is of some use. 
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A. E. Bostwick. — The New York Free Cir- 
culating Library furnishes books to a number 
of Sunday-schools, and in two cases churches 
situated near branches have closed up their 
Sunday-school libraries and use our branches 
instead. 

Miss STILLMAN. — The Milwaukee Public Li- 
brary sends books to six different Sunday- 
schools, and they are making excellent use of 
the books. 

C. A. Currer. I have heard that an ar- 
rangement has been concluded, but not yet put 
in practice, in Pittsfield by which the Sunday- 
schools have given up their libraries to the pub- 
lic library, with the liberty of rejection, and 
hereafter are going to appropriate the same sum 
as hitherto, but pay it over to the public library, 
which will purchase the books selected by the 
Sunday-school authorities in conjunction with 
the librarian. 


ELIZABETH L. Foore. One of the last things 


I expected was to have the Sunday-school li- 
brary come up in a Large Libraries section. It 
has been one of my dreams that some time we 
might have a travelling library system for 
Sunday-schools. It isa good point that Sun- 
day-school libraries might become stations or 

f large libraries, because 


branch libraries of the 


there is a large class of people, especially 
women, who hardly get out of the house during 
the week, who do not go to the public libraries, 
but who do go to church and Sunday-school, 
and who depend on the Sunday-school library 
for their reading matter. I hope this move- 
ment will spread and that Sunday-school l'bra- 


ries will become branches 
STATISTICS AND ACCOUNTS 


W. R. WATSON. Statistics are of course of 
no use whatever unless properly kept, and it is 
sometimes a good deal of a problem to devise 
a book or a sheet of convenient size on which 
all the necessary facts can be shown. 

There are four sets of statistics which should 
be kept in connection with branch work : acces- 
sions, circulation, fines, and classification of 
accounts. We have had an accession stamj 
made which bears at the end a letter which 
represents each branch. In this way the book 
are easily separated in case they become mixed. 
he statistics of circulation, periodical readers 
etc., we have combined in one book, giving the 


adult circulation, juvenile circulation, use of 
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the reference-rooms, et and the monthly t 
f these facts for each branch A fine-l < is 
kept at each of the branches, and in the t < at 
t nain library is put the monthly footing f 
each branch. expenst nts should 
classified and made accessible in some } 


ynvenient form as a ledger, so thatthe amount 


expended for any branch, or any de 


COLLEGE AND 


S law College Section of 


two meetings on Thursday ily 7, whict 
were devoted to a consideration of LLEGI 
EFERENCE LIBRARY WORK. 
FIRST SESS \ 
Tue WALDMERE, TH DAY M« JULY 7 
rhe meeting was called t rder by the act 


chairman, G. W. 
H. GouLp 
Mr. H 
the A. L. A. in Philadelphia last year it had been 


lecided to the Col- 


HARRIS, at 9.45 a.m 
was ap] 
ARRIS explained that at 


form a section to be called 


lege and Reference Library Section rhis sec- 
tion should cons'st of all members of the A. L. 
\. interested in the work of college and ref- 
rence libraries, and a committee of three had 
een appointed to prepare a program for the 
present meeting. This committe: nsisted of 


Richardson, Mr. F 


present 


the speaker. 
prepared by 
Dr 


the 


Dr ster, and 
The had 


the two latter members, owing t 


program been 


Richard 


son's absence in E urope, and [or Same rea- 


on Mr. Harris was obliged to act as chairman 


W. I. FLetcuer read Dr. E. C. Ricnas 
paper on 

A CAN tARIES AN rik Y 

ANCIENT MS 
(S¢ I 102.) 

In the discussion that followed Dr. Fr ’ 
WALD said that the Library of Congress was 
about making a collection of mss. and repro 
ductions of mss. which would be of purely 
paleographical interest. Hitherto the manu 
scripts in the Congressional Library had been 
chiefly of later date and dealt mainly with the 
history of the United States. It was also in 

* This report of the first session is from the full and 
areful notes taken by Mr. Gould 
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atic rT ¢ a rary Al © « \ 
iS¢ t A is a i fied in i 
proved | rariatf for g ot 
tre is rer I 1 e ye | { it ne | ‘ 
‘ c 4 I A ec} “ t ts 
i tisfa ay is iv a separate t Nn 
for ra i i ary 

Adj f trl 0 
Y-RENCE SECTION 
ter 1 to « ct talogs of lectior f 
mss. that cot hye hye ‘ 

Mr. FLercut t ght that arrangement 
should ade lookis toward the pi lity 
f aloaning syst etween the ( gre na 
Library and any other library that was anx s 
to do tom work in palwography 


paper or 
ELATION SI ARY EPAKTMENT 1 

i \ i sE NEI VIVE Ty 

ARY 
fe Tf I } 

An interesting scussion followed It was 
opened by C. W. ANDREW wi id that 
while he agreed with the opi n expressed in 


er that the system of large departmental 


libraries will if continued as at present — ulti 
mat break down of it wn weight, yet it 
must not be forgotten that certain classes of 
students, namely, those engaged in laboratory 
work, | fte half-} I while waiting 
foras n to be low for instance dur 

‘ they were fr to read and would 
read if the were t hand They could 

t, howe r, go t a general library to d 
tl there would not be me, nor would the 
students take the trouble [The speaker felt 
however, that eve n cases like ti latter care 
h ld be taken to keep the collection within 


reasonable limit He t ght that 


is to size. 


yn the whole the greatest benefit w 1 be de 
rived fror 1 strong central « ection, with 
small special ctior for certain depart 
ments 

W.C. LAN} 1: Besides the lary ollect 
belong the professional schools, there are 


two kinds of departmental or « 


Harvard. F 
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subjects as philosophy, history, the social 
sciences, etc., in which the tendency is to restrict 
the books to duplicates of certain volumes in the 
central library. Inthe scientific departments, 
on the other hand, the tendency is to gather 
into large departmental libraries all the ma- 
terial relating to the subject, allowing what re- 
mains in the central library simply to duplicate 
portions of the complete collection in the de- 
partment. A third class of departmental li- 
brary is neither complete in itself nor does it 
consist entirely of duplicates. The difficulty of 
administration in this latter is similar to that 
arising in the case of gifts of books under the 
condition that they shall all be kept together. 
As it is the gene?al experience of librarians 
that it is not advisable to accept gifts with such 
conditions attached, so small departmental col- 
lections, partly duplicates of the central collec- 
tion and in part not, introduce similar difficulties 
of administration. There are also other col- 
lections, such as those of the law and theologi- 
cal schools, which have become so large as to 
constitute separate libraries under separate 
management. 

In reply to a question, Mr. LANE said that 
long sets of periodicals, being generally of use 
to more than one department, were kept chiefly 
in the main library. 

M. D. Bispee said that some 2000 volumes 
relating to history had recently been withdrawn 
from the central college library at Dartmouth 
and were now under the control of the profes- 
sor of history. He asked what safeguards, if 
any, existed in other libraries under like con- 
ditions. 

W. C, LANE answered that in Harvard stu- 
dents entitled to use a particular departmental 
library receive keys, the libraries being locked. 
An attendant from the general library visits all 
department libraries two or three times a week, 
to see that they are kept in order and are being 
duly cared for. 

The speaker added that if a comprehensive 
departmental library was to be formed on any 
subject care should be taken to see that the 
books in it would be as well cared for, as safe, 
and as accessible as they would be in the main 
library. He dwelt upon the point of accessi- 
bility, the departmental libraries frequently 
being open less continuously (especially in 
vacation) than the main library, and being more 
difficult of access. 


CONFERENCE. 


W. H. TILumncnast said that there was also 
to be considered the question of protection dur- 
ing the summer. This was a further difficulty 
at Harvard, where the books were sometimes 
taken back to the central library during the 
summer. The class-room or departmental li- 
brary at Harvard grew up at a time when the 
service of the central library was inadequate. 
This encouraged the establishment of depart- 
mental libraries. 

Various speakers now took part in the discus- 
sion. The question of responsibility for losses 
from departmental libraries was taken up, and 
it appeared that in some cases the professor 
was personally held responsible and in others 
the appropriation for the department, but in 
general not the central library. 

The condition of departmental libraries in the 
University of Upsala, Sweden, was referred to 
by Mr. JOSEPHSON There the departmental 
libraries were quite distinct and were under the 
charge of the prefect and the students of the 
seminar. They contained periodicals and sets 
of transactions, etc., as well as monographs. 
The key to the room was accessible to students, 
who might also withdraw books overnight. 

The difficulty of controlling loans, which, in 
deed, were in principle out of place in a de- 
partmental library, but could not be wholly 
avoided ; the temptations to overdo, with the 
growth of new buildings, and the difficulties ir 
administration, were all touched upon, one of 
the speakers suggesting that the A. L. A 
should warn librarians of the difficulties insepa 
rable from the system of departmental libraries. 
Another difficulty that was mentioned was that 
students are apt to be content with the re 
sources of the departmental library and to for 
get that much of value is to be found in the 
books of related departments. They also thu 
lose the advantage of familiarity with a large 
and comprehensive collection. 

The chairman said that at Cornell they had 
now no large departmental libraries except 
those in chemistry, civil engineering, and archi 
tecture. The professors of mechanical en- 
gineering and of physics had returned almost 
all the books of their departments to the general 
library, saying that in this they would be more 
useful to the students. There had been re 
tained in the libraries only a small collection of 
working books. 

The feeling was generally expressed that 
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departmental libraries wherever retained s! ld 
be kept open at least as many hours as the gen 
eral library, and it was found to be the almost 
universal practice that the management of th 
central library should have at least a control 
ling voice in the nduct of the departmental 
libraries 


Dr. FRIEDENWAI 


LER’ paper on 

ELATION OF THE PUBLISHIN EPARTMI 

OF A IVE} rO ITS LIBRARY 
(See p. I 

In the discussion which followed the chair- 
man said that no uniform practice obtained at 
Cornell. Some of their publications were issu 
by outside houses, and the editors either turned 


ver a certain number of copies of their own 


publications to the library to be used as ex 


changes or, using them so themselves, eventu- 
ally turned over to the library the exchanges 
thus obtained. 


w.C 


that university publications, if supporte 


LANE said that it had been pr 


adequate funds, should be 


change by the library, a much larger discount 
being allowed on those copies which were to be 

sed for foreign exchanges, as this use inter- 
fered less with the sale of the publications than 
those exchanged in this country 

W. J. JAMEs read a paper on 

HAT I . ITS . IS A EGI 

] RAI Ik D IN I 
RENT PERIOI 
CS 107.) 

The balance yf opinion of the members 

seemed to coincide with that expressed by Mr 


sunt of money spent on 


James, viz., that the am [ 


publications would probably reach one third to 


one-half of the total appropriation for books and 


periodicals, and would be relatively less in 
' 
' 


arge than in a small lib 
The 
| 


expenditure for periodicals in one appropria 


relative merits of in 


tion or dividing it among 
for the several departments 


and it was pointed out 


were discussed, 
that in the latter case, 


owing to changes of personne! in the depart 


ment, a continuous policy in regard to the pur 


chase of periodicals was less likely to obtain. 


rhe opinion of the professors was naturally the 


controlling element in the matter of purchases, 
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I Ca Ww nK ‘ “aS 
sw r iced t 
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FF I re a paper 
b MA ' 4 
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W. I. FLETCHER pointed out the fact that a 
library n t keep and use to advantage ever 
the cards referring to periodicals r ned by 
the library itself, as it was likely that the peri 
licals 1 be Dtaine eisew eifd red 
Mr. LANE agreed that s e of the t 
s, the catalogin, W I t c 
might well be dr 1, as suggested by Mr 
Andrew unt of thei nited fie 
In case it should prove desirable t ncreas¢ 
the tt any t lerable extent, he ‘ ted 
t that some way must pr | { whic! 
t resent s ! t ghe lis their 
ript s s way if desired, and t 
| that the pe might be led int 
a imber of gr [ ne { gener societic 
nd per s, and others of publications de 
voted to spe al fiel if history, trave 
nomic and t Scic! fine rts era 
ture and | \ h | et ind that 
subscriptions s} 1 be taken for either | 
which case het ht it w l | ble t 
issue toas er t rds f t ¢ 
lical na l gre | n t i { the 
selected titles fron e general gre wl h be 
long to the f the special gr 
He ked for in x ess »f t 
tw est > ild rt art s y le 
th [ , tt S} j ttempt be 
let ae for ea t ect hea 
ing No for iv Vas lake tthe general 
feeling seeme to be that t , wer ¢ hot} 
estions should be the affir é Che 
lificulty of making the byect he gS cor 
sistent wit t greatly adding to the labor of 
preparation was pointed out, but 1 yt ight 
that even an imperfect systet 1 be useful 


extending the plar ri " ther directior and 
flering to furni Cat ror I { ) 
periodicals or for books of te iracter 
such as the collections often pul hed abroad 


in celebration of anniversar 
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rk on this line and carry out any that can 
ymmand sufficient support. 
he chair named Messrs. Fletcher, Root, and 
James as a committee on nominations to report 
at the evening meeting. 

Mr. Lange spoke of the necessity of revising 
the system of transliteration for Russian names 
adopted some years ago by the association and 
presented a paper by Leo WIENER, instructor 
n Slavic in Harvard University, on 


HE TRANSLITERATION OF RUSSIAN 


In transliterating from a foreign language 
two methods are possible: 1, the phonetic, which 
liscards etymological spelling and renders the 
actual pronunciation in so far as the translit- 
erating alphabet permits of such an approach; 
2, the etymological, which neglects the pronun- 

ation but preserves the form of the foreign 
words. The first cannot be avoided in lan- 

uges in which the alphabet vastly differs from 
our own, as in the Chinese, Japanese. In all 


; 


ther cases, where by diacritical marks the Ro- 


man alphabet can be made to serve the condi- 


tions of the foreign spelling, the second is alone 
permissible. Thus, all of the European lan- 


guages and many of the Asiatic dialects ought 
never to be attempted in the phonetic form, 
rhis is practically admitted by our libraries, 
but for some reason an exception is made inthe 
case of the Russian alone. Our large libraries 
agree in transliterating Servian, which uses the 
same Slavic alphabet as the Russian, etymo- 
logically, but when they come to Russian they 
uttempt a hybrid mixture of the two methods 
from which nothing but chaos can arise. In 
novels and other literature such a translitera- 
tion is to be tolerated on the ground that the 
Roman alphabet must be used without diacrit- 
ical marks, lest the public be perplexed by them. 
But this will not hold in scientific translitera- 
tion (and the catalogs of the large libraries 
yuught to be conducted only in this manner), 
ince we are compelled to preserve the diacrit- 

il marks of the Bohemian, Polish, Slavonian, 
Croatian languages, and by common consent 
Servian is written in the transliteration pre- 


dia- 


sely as Croatian, of which it isa sister 
lect. Bohemian spelling hardly differs from 
Croatian, and Slavonian is practically identical 
vith it. It was therefore natural for the sci- 
entists to adopt the Croatian spelling also in 


the transliteration of Russian and Bulgarian, 


and there is no reason why our large libraries 
should not follow this good example by which 
all Slavic languages become comparatively uni- 
form. The gain by it is a twofold one: it elimi 
nates a knowledge of the language from which 





one transliterates, and it makes the spelling 
more uniform with that of its related languages. 
The British Museum approaches the etymo- 
logical spelling in so far as it uses correspond 
ing signs foreach Russian letter; it departs fr 
the scientific method in that it gives the unde- 
sirable compounds 44, ch, etc. The latter be- 
ing removed and substituted by the correspond 
ing diacritics of the Croatian, the spelling will 
become unobjectionable. The spelling in vogu 
in America is an unfortunate mingling of ety- 
mological and phonetic spellings entirely un- 
suited to the cataloging in large libraries. I 
therefore suggest that the spelling used by V. 
Jagic in his ‘‘Archiv ftir Slavische philologie, 


} 


with probably some sli 1 


ght modifications, shoul 
be adopted by all such libraries as may have 
considerable department of Russian books. 

It was Voted, That Mr. Wiener’s paper b 
presented at a general meeting of the confer- 
ence, with the request that it be referred to a 
special committee. 


Adjourned at 11.40. 


SECOND SESSION. 
(THe WALDMERE, THURSDAY EVENING, JULY 


The meeting was called to order by W. E. 
FOSTER at 8.15 p.m. 


ADVANCES IN METHODS OF ASSISTANCE I 
READERS. 


W. H. Brett. —I would like to speak of or 
thing with which I have been strongly in 
pressed in our own work, and that is the sub- 
stantial unity of the work of the referenc« 
librarian and the work of the librarian of th 
circulating department, and the fact that t! 
important work of the library is that depart 
ment, circulating or reference, in which w: 
come in contact with the people and in wh 
we seek to supply their wants. 

In a library in one town in which there is a 
large amount of club work done there were 
last winter not less than 30 clubs whose pr 
grams were brought to the library in the sum 
mer or early fall as they were printed. These 
were taken by the reference librarian, and in 

















} 


leisure hours al 


1) ' 


l the references serviceable 
those clubs were looked up, a card was made 
for each subject, the references for each b 
were filed in a little box holding the ordinary 
P card, and a orner of an aicove wa s 
signed to the clubs, with a writing-desk and 
table, and here the material was collected for 
each club member. This was a great saving of 
time for the workers in the library and for 
the club members The clubs included lit 
erary clubs, art clubs, clubs for the study of 


various special subjects, and one Sunday-sch¢ 
class which was taking a special course of 
study outside the regular lessons. Any organ- 
ization of any sort which had any sufficient 
reason for using the library would have been 
welcome. 

But in the work done the assistance to the 


clubs would have been greater if references had 


been made to the circulating department as well 
as to the reference department. Another year 
the work of the two departments will be brought 
together so far as it deals with the clubs 

I would also speak of another matter sug- 
gested by a remark of the president of the as- 
ociation as to the difficulty of interesting peo- 
le in special study and the greater readiness 
with which the users of the library interest 
themselves in general reading. It has seemed 
to me that while that is probably true there are 
few who come to the library who have not 
some special topic of interest, something for 
which they have a particular liking, and that if 
we want to dothem most good the important 
thing is to study the readers as wellas the books 
to discover as far as we can what their taste is. 
We all know how much more we get from what 
we read with a definite purpose. 


HE ROYAL SOCIETY'S PLAN FOR AN INTERNA- 


PIONAL CATALOG OF SCIENTIFIC LITERATURI 


C. W. ANDREWS This is a matter that 
ought to come before the section from some 
ne in a position to present it with more au- 
thority Dr. Billings has suggested that the 
Smithsonian Institution would have to ask Con- 
gress for $10,000 to carry out their part of this 
plan, and I certainly should hesitate to propose 
any action before ascertaining the wishes of the 
nstitution. Since, however, the president has 
asked me to present the matter, and as Dr. 
Billings’ letter has given me at least an intro- 
duction, I would state that the committee of the 
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SECTION 





Royal Society appo ! 1896 to study th 
] t is relating to the propose nternati a] 
atalog ha recently ude a lat ate and 
tailed report They hav e to the t sior 
hat there are a t4 ‘ I “ Ww 
ha to be indexed annua nf g their 


work to pure science, ignoring entirely the ay 
tions rhe subjects which they propose t 
analyze or to index are mathematics astronomy 
meteorology, physics, crystallography emis 
try, mineralogy, geology, geogra ‘ 
tology, zodlogy iding ar botany 
physiology (including pharmac and ¢ 
perimental pathology), bacter y sychol 


gy, and anthropology. 


most comprehensive one, including industrial 
occupations, arts, customs, administration, and 
sociology, as well as archeology heir as 
sumption that three subject cards, as well as 
one author, would be required for each article 
makes the total annual issue of slips 1 


and they ask the people to whom the report 


was addressed to consider the fol! wing ques 





tions 

1. Apart from all questions f cost, how 
many private scientific workers w e willing 
to subscribe to a subject lex slip catalog ir 
volving (in the case of most of the sciences) the 
reception, arrangement, and storags f from 
100 to 400 slips per week ? 

2. How many institutions and academies wil 
be willing to subscribe to the same sul t in 


dex slip catalog involving the reception, ar- 
rangement, and storage of about 3000 slips per 
week 

3. If there is a desire for such a slip catalog 
are the prices above mentioned, viz., an average 


of about £3 $s. for a single 


n 


ac mplete set, pr hibitive 
1, If, on account of the expense, the project 
for a slip catalog is to be abandoned, should it 


be replaced by a project for an issue either of 





primary slips only or of a 
book form, or by any similar 


s. Is it proba that a sufficient number of 





r 
institutions and individuals wil e found t 
subscribe a sum amounting in all t about 
£6000 a year to meet the annual ¢ tof the! k 
catalog, the selling price being £16 for a com 
plete set of single volumes at ar erage of {1 

per volume 
But even supposing the complete slip catalog 


an never be expected to pay expenses, the 
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question arises whether the advantages of such 


a complete slip catalog are not so great as 
to justify steps being taken toward raising 
2 ‘*sustentation " fund to meet the deficiency. 


juestions place the gist of the matter 
the value of 


he 
Though we re 


before us ognize 


a comprehensive international catalog of scien- 


tific literature and the desirability that the 
work of our own country should be adequately 
represented therein, still are we prepared to de- 


le offhand on the advisability of recommend- 


ing a subvention of $10,000 a year for our part 


f the work, which afterwards will require 
$30,000 a year for the expenses of a central 
bureau, and will involve the payment by each 
subscriber of about $350, exclusive of the cost 


of arrangement and storage of 160,000 slips 
annually 

Ww.C 
ord likely to 
n the separate sciences, mostly in 


LANE. — How much better is this rec- 


be than the yearly volumes now 
published « 
German ? 


C. W. ANDREWS Itis rather presumptuous 


fora man to give an opinion on a plan of this 
magnitude when he has not seen the report un- 
til within the week. I can answer only for 


chemistry. I do not believe that the proposed 


atalog would contain many more titles than 


are now represented in the Chemis Central- 


Blatt, the weekly reference organ of the chem- 


Every library catering for a technical 


+ ] 


school or for a university with an active depart- 


f chemistry would have the Chem 


tral-Blatt and similar publications, and they 


would cover the ground probably nearly as well 


is the proposed catalog ; indeed, in some re- 


ts more satisfactorily, in that they include 


spe 


the applications of the science and give abstracts 


fthe papers. Moreover, the classification and 


the form of the slips in chemistry and mineral- 


ry are such as would make them a burden. 


They are planned almost as an index to give 





every clement or substance mentioned in the 
cles of these peri dicals. That is practi- 
lly a hopeless undertaking. In one case 10 
entries are given for one article, and the mere 


physical burden of such cards would be in a 


few years intolerable. We should probably 
arrive at throwing them aside whenthe annual 
»k catalog came, and I am inclined to think 


from the tone of this report that the committee 


} 


of the Royal Society anticipate a negative an- 


swer to the question of a slip catalog and an 
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affirmative answer as to the advisability of the 
annual book catalog. 
W. I. Fu 


CHER presented the 


REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE, 


Lane, C. W. An- 


be appointed an 


recommending that W. C 
and Miss Olive |: 


drews, nes 
organizing committee charged with the direc- 
tion of the section for the year 1898-99. Voted. 


. ae 
AUSTEN on 


JAMes read a paper by WILLARD H 


NDENCI oO} 


DEI 


CATAI ANL ¢ 


ING 


108.) 


PRINTED PERIODICAL CARDS, 


that I think is of 


librarians 


W. C. LANE. A subject 
real interest to all college is that of 
the printed periodical cards. I ask 


you to let us know what suggestions you have 


want to 


to make in regard to additional periodicals to 


be included in our list ; also in regard to other 


developments of the work. One thing that 


might be useful would be to print the titles for 
the whole set of some periodicals, going back t« 
the beginning, such as the bulletins of the Geo- 
logical Survey, or the publications of the Agri- 


cultural Department, or the in the re- 


ports of the American Historical Association 


papers 


If you will make your wants known the Pub- 
lishing Section will gladly take up the work if 


it can reasonable prospect of getting 
enough subscriptions. 

One other similar thing which I should be 
glad to have the Publishing Section try would 
be to make cards for the composite volumes 


which are issued from time to time, made up of 


see a 


articles by different authors, such collections a 
are frequently published in France and Ger 
many as complimentary testimonials to a pro- 
fessor when he reaches his 7oth birthday. These 
articles by well-known men 


contain 20 or 30 


on interesting subjects —subjects that ought 
to be brought out in our catalogs. 
10oo years of American 


Mr. Depew edited a few 


A similar 
composite volume is “ 
which 
If eight or 10 libraries would like 


commerce,” 
years ago. 

to have cards printed for the articles in such 
books I think we could do it. The machinery 
for doing it would have to be something like 
this : After you had made your suggestions we 
would send out a postal card to the libraries 
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likely to be interested, asking if they wanted 
cards for such and such books at such a price, 
and then we would print cards for those for 
which there appeared to be a sufficient demand 
To do this effectually we ought to 
send out the notices promptly and for one 


be able to 
rtw 


books at a time, and in order not to waste our 


ummunition I think we should have to say that 


we would send them only to those libraries 


which asked to be placed on our mailing list 


pay Say 5 


and would ») cents a year to receive 


the notices. If you will keep it in mind to sug 


gest such books to us we can serve you more 


efficiently. 
FOR ¢ 


CLASSIFICATION OLLEGE LIBRARIES. 


W. C. LANE. The other subject on which |! 


wanted to say a few words is the question of 
old 


we have threshed out pretty well in years past 


classification. That is an subject which 


and have not heard very much about lately. 
It seems to have been generally accepted that 
either the Decimal Classification or the Expan- 
sive Classification is the one to use, and few, 
I think, have courage to undertake anything 
But from 


frequently, and from conversations which I have 


different. letters which I have had 
had with a good many members at this confer- 
ence, it seems to me that there is a good deal 

fd with both of those 


for a college library. 


ssatisfaction systems 


I am not speaking of 
public libraries at all; but there are certain dif- 
ferent conditions and questions which come uf 
in a college library which a public library does 
What 


department libraries and 


not have to deal with. was said this 


morning in regard t 
of a library into dey 


the 


the breaking up irtments 


has a strong bearing on case, and shows 
that it is necessary, or at least very desirable, to 
base the classification of the library primarily 
mn the divisions of the departments of instruc- 


The 


printed classifications is that they do not do this 


tion in the college lifficulty with the 
lake, for example, the material relating to Italy. 
The Decimal or the Expansive gives us history 
in one place, politics in another, constitutional 
law in another, manners and customs in an- 
ther, biography in another, bibliography in 
another, travels and description in another, lit- 
erature in another, literary history in another. 
But all of these (and I 


language also) are equally and simultaneously 


subjects might add 


wanted by the professors and students of the 
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Italian department and ti be far more con- 


veniently consulted if they are all side by side 





on the shelves It is the same with American 
history and literature, English history and lit 
erature, German, French, and all the others. 
That is to say, as a rule the books relating t 
all the historical, des« riptive, ind literary as 
pects of a country are best placed side by 
< On the other hand, in the scientif 
the artistic, the philosophical, nd the so 
logical fields the subject is naturally made 
the primary division and the country subordi- 
nate. I think it would be profitable for us if 
we could work out something al these 
lines. * 

W. I. FLercuer I have been engaged in 
some of the conversations to which Mr. Lane 
has referred, and these have been in line with 


other conversations that I have had from time 
Keenly the 


ion and the Expansive Classification, 


to time as I appreciate Decimal 


Classificat 


I have been led to conclude, from the results of 


my own attempts to put our library in as 


' 
I 
ble, that any one 


own 


good shape as possi who wants 


to arrange a library for college work must, if 


he attempts to use either of those classifications, 


use it with a great deal of freedom. It has 
been suggested that this college section might, 
through a committee or otherwise, map outa 
plan that would help those who wished to 
make a very free use of the Decimal or Ex- 
pansive classification, adapting it to college 
neeJs 

*/1l regret that I was n t present at the sessi The re 
corder allows me to write here what I should have said 
there 

The notation of the Expansive Classification isso much 
more elastic than any other—thanks to the happy 
thought of using letters to denote non-local subjects and 
figures for countries — that almost anything can be done 
with it by a little contrivance In the seventh classifica 
tion of Language and Literature, of which two sheets are 
already in type, a method of making the desired disposition 


is given which requires only short marks, is very simple, 


and, so far as I can see, entirely satisfactory. This scheme 
provides for the grouping, under the untry, not merely 

f language and literature, but of art, geography, his 
tory, law, commerce, and of all their subdivisions — in 
fact, of any subject the librarian desires to include 
whether broad or minute, if only treated locally rhe 
notation allows the widest liberty. This arrangement 


may be adopted for all countries or for a selection of 
countries All subjects or a selection of subjects may be 
sotreated. The selection need not even be the same for 


different countries, though, of course, there are obvious 


treatment 
( A { TTR! 


reasons tn favor of uniformity of 
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I should like to have a show of hands from 


those who have used to some extent one or the 


other of these classifica 


tions for college library 


purposes and have found them unsatisfactory, 


so that they would like some such plan as I 
have spoken of. Something is wanted with 
suthority back of it to meet the demand of trus 
tees who prefer adopting a classification having 
recognized standing. 


10 hands were raised 


G. T. Lirrie. — It seems to me hardly fair to 
put these two classifications, which have been 
used by many of us, to quite so severe a test as 


this question puts them to. I use the Decimal 


I feel that it is not exactly whata 


Classification. 


ge library wants, but I do also feel strong- 


colle 


ly, and I have had occasion to advise one or 
two college librarians, that it is better to use 
either that or the Expansive rather than attempt 
to prepare a classification for one's self, and I 


should want to see the proposed classification 


Mr. Fletcher has mentioned tried before I should 
be willing to advise any one to try it. 

[he following question was put 

llow many who have been using the D. C. 


r E. ¢ 1 


are generally satisfied with them fora 


college library Six. 
W. I. FLeTcues 


I will repeat here what I 


ELEMENTAR 


“7 wo section meetings were held by those 


interested in ELEMENTARY LIBRARY WORK 
n Tuesday and Friday, July § and 8, respec- 
tively. The meetings were under the direction 
of Miss Katharine L. Sharp,* but owing to 
the limited time given for advance preparation 
ind the pressure of the other sessions of the 


was found impossible to treat the 


subject as fully as had been hoped 


conterence it 


FIRST SESSION. 


(Kent House, TurspaAy EveNnrinc, JULY 5.) 


The meeting was called to order at 7.30 p.m., 
ind a vote was taken as to the size of the libra- 
rhe that 35 
persons present represented libraries of 10,000 


ries represented result showed 


olumes or more, and 13 persons present repre- 
sented libraries of from 5000 to 10,000 volumes. 


* Report prepared from notes furnished by Miss Sharp. 
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remarked in a conversation the other day, that 
as it seemed to me desirable for some libraries 
to have an authoritative system that they could 
show their committees, and as the Decimal Clas- 
had l 


mmend it on general 
principles long before 


sification much to c 


it was ever made in its 


present form, and in that form is so very wide- 


spread, that if anything were done to provide a 
n better adapted to the college libra 


the ge 


classificati 


ries it should hav: neral outlines of the 


Decimal Classification. I mean in particular in 


regard to notation. In regard to the actual 


ld say that it would be pref- 


the 


classification, I shou 
erable to follow the general outlines of 


-xpansive, because most of us will a e that 
Exy nost of gree th 

the Expansive Classification is better, simply as 
classification, than the Decimal. 


I do not think 


hications are 


that it is because these classi- 


not good enoug 


something different, but our tl 


that we propose 
ight is to have 


1 ; 
e college point 


something more distinctly from th 


r 
of view. 
A. S. Roor read a paper by S. S. GREEN on 
INTER-LIBRARY LOANS IN REFERENCE WORK 
which will appear hereafter in the LIBRARY 


JOURNAL. 


Adjourned at 9.50 p.m 


Y SECTION. 


The topics on the printed program were as 


il q 2 } 


follows: Book selection; Book-buying; Enlisting 


public interest; Newspapers and newsrooms 


Shelving, fittings, and supplies; Cataloging and 
classification. 
disre- 


fhe printed program was, however, 


garded, and questions handed in by members 


were instead read and discussed, the needs of a 
library of 10,000 volumes being taken as a 
standard in answering the questions. 
Question 1 

In a town having no public library how may 
interest be aroused and a library established 

rs the 


Library Commission, was invited to speak on 


Hutchins, of Wisconsin Free 


this topic. He said the first thing to do was t 
interest the children in the work and in good 
books, because it is through the child that the 
parents are reached. To illustrate this, he told 


of the great success of the libraries sent into 
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farming distr 


ing the library withir 














CHAUTAUQUA CONFERENCE. 


TRUSTEES’ SECTION OF THE A. L. A. 


“T°HE Trustees’ Section held one meeting in 
connection with the Chautauqua confer- 

ence, which was called to order in the parlors of 

the Waldmere at 8 p.m. on Thursday, July 7. 

This section meeting was, in the minds of 
those who attended it, one of the most interest- 
ing and profitable of the conference. The dis- 
cussions were informal, prompt, and to the 
point. Mr. Dewey called the meeting to order, 
and Dr. H. M. Leipziger, of New York, and 
Miss Merica Hoagland, of Fort Wayne, Ind., 
were elected, respectively, chairman and sec- 
retary. 

EXPENDITURES. 

Library expenditures were first discussed. 
Mr. Dewey said the proportion paid in salaries 
for the kind of service rendered was too large. 
He advocated a most efficient head with a large 
number of assistants. Dr. Leipziger was of 
the opinion that until the librarians meet the 
same requirements as teachers they cannot 
command equally large salaries. He reported 
that in the Aguilar Free Library the cost was 
roc. per vol., and that out of an income of 
$42,000 per annum $10,000 was expended for 
books. One librarian present said it cost 6c. 
per vol. to shelve and circulate each book in her 
library ; this included interest on indebtedness, 
expense of service, etc.; that out of $40,000 per 
annum received by the library about $13,000 
was spent for books. Another reported that 
half of her library's income went for books. 

Mr. Porter, of Cincinnati, stated that the 
public library assistants of that city received 
salaries varying from $450 to $800 per annum, 
with an average of $600; that for services 
performed in the evening and on Sundays 
the assistants received from $100 to $200 per 
annum. 

HOURS. 

Mr. Hutcheson, of the Library Congress, ad- 
vocated a change of work so that there would 
not be a day or night force, but that all would 
be conversant with the various duties, so that 
they might work interchangeably. 

Miss Browning, of Indianapolis, stated that 
in the Indianapolis library on one evening each 
week one of the six heads of departments was 
on duty, so as to divide the responsibility of 





the evening work. Mr. Porter said that in 
Cincinnati the evening and Sunday attendants 
were the same, and that they were promoted 
from such service to regular day-work. 

Mrs. Wadleigh said that the hours of service 
in the Los Angeles library extend from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., and from § to 9.30 p.m. On Sun- 
days and holidays volunteers from the assist- 
ants were paid for their services. 

The number of hours of service required 
varied, seven, eight, eight and a half, and nine 
hours being reported, with an average of 
eight hours. 

VACATIONS. 

Trustees and librarians reported that the 
vacations varied in length from two to four 
weeks’ vacation with pay; that vacations were 
not granted until a year's service had been 
performed; after three years’ service three 
weeks’ vacation with pay was granted as- 
sistants. Frequently an extra week without 
pay was granted. In cases of illness, if 
absences amounted to 30 days half the regu- 
lar sum paid for services was granted. 


A. L. A. CONFERENCES. 


The trustees present expressed themselves 
strongly in favor of granting librarians time in 
addition to vacations to attend the annual li- 
brary conferences, also that the expenses of the 
librarian attending the conference should be 
paid from library funds, since it was a most 
profitable: investment of them, bringing more 
efficient service to the library. 

Mr. Crunden stated that in the St. Louis 
Public Library the expenses of the librarian 
were paid and time to attend allowed any as 
sistants who were willing to pay their own 
expenses. 

R. P. Hayes remarked that if such expenses 
were paid and time allowed the librarians 
should be expected to attend the sessions of 
the conference and not treat the meeting as a 
mere pleasure trip. 

A number of the librarians present stated 
that it was a difficult thing for them to ask 
their trustees for time and money to attend the 
conference; that in many cases they would 
rather pay their expenses and take the time 





























out of their vacations than suggest that the 
trustees grant such a request. 

The opinion was expressed that if more trus- 
the A. A 


attend ne Me 
send libra- 


tees could be induced to 
they would not wait to be asked to 
rians to the conferences. 

R. G. Thwaites introduced the following 


Resolved, That the Trustees’ Section of the A 
L. A. recommends that a circular addressed t 
library trustees shall be issued by the A. L. A. 
before each conference, setting forth the 
vantages of the conference, inviting the trustees 
to attend, and urging them to send their re- 
spective librarians and to grant them the time 
and pay theirexpenses. Voted. 


ad- 


TRUSTEES OR LIBRARIANS 


ORDINATES ? 


HALI APPOINT SURB- 
In the appointment of subordinate employes, 

Dr. 

trustees and librarian. 
Mr. W. R. Watson, of 


most trustees were willing to be relieved of 


Leipziger advocated hearty co-operation of 
Pittsburgh, said that 


such appointments. 

Miss Jackson, trustee of the North Adams 
(Mass.) Public Library, said that qualification 
should not be the only factor; sometimes it is a 
question of temperament which renders it im 
possible for a librarian to work harmoniously 
with certain assistants. 

Mr. thought 
might be left to the librarian, since he was held 


Crunden such appointments 
for the 


ut that 


responsible by trustees and the public 
kind of service rendered in the library, |! 


the ideal was reached when the librarian’s 


ap- 

pointment was approved by the board of trus- 
tees 

Mr. Hutcheson said that in the Library of 


Congress the librarian appointed all assistants, 
and that these were chosen after two or three 
months’ trial. 


COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS. 

Mr. Crunden was of the opinion that to insti- 
tute a system of examination was a good way 
to dispose of undesirable candidates. 

Miss Linda A. Eastman reported competitive 
examinations in the Cleveland Public Library. 

Mr. Porter, of Cincinnati, thought competi- 
tive examinations were a great relief to trus- 


tees who were beset by candidates and their 
friends. 

Dr. Leipziger said a good way was to ap- 
point assistants from those who first acted as 


substitutes, that trustees should act as trustees, 
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and not shift the responsibility devolving upon 


them. He thought that the personal equation 
should be considered in selecting an assistant 

lite as much as the technical knowledge which 
the candidate might show examination 


Miss Theresa Hitchler re 


ported a success 

ful apprentice class, conducted at the New York 
Free Circulating Library, where the candidates 
served two, three, and four mont! without 
pay. Mr. Crunden thought that the graduates 
f library schools were better qualified for their 

work than were the average graduates of nor- 


mal schools 


P. Hayes said that too often the libra- 


Mr. R. 
rian selected the books and the trustees agreed 


to their purchase, but that the better way was 


for the book committee and librarian to c 
operate in the selectior 
Mr. Crunden thought it a good plan for 


heads of departments in a large library to work 


with the librarian in preparing the lists, which 


should be submitted to the book committe« 


Mrs. H. C. Wadleigh reported that in the 
Los Angeles library the lists prepared by « 
1 classes were of great hel 


perts in the several cl 





Mrs. Sanders, of Pawtucket, and Miss Ad- 
ams, of Plainfield, said that the librariar pre 
pared the lists and submitted them to the con 
mittee. Dr. Leipziger stated thatin the Ag 
lar Library the book committee meets once a 
week. 

Miss Hoagland described the plan followed 
at Fort Wayne, where four men selected by 
the board of school trustees and four womer 
elected by the Woman's Cl Leag mprise 
the public library committee This mmittes 
meets once a month and considers lists of books 
submitted by the librarian, the patrons of the 


1} 


Che 
* are thus marked 


library, and those prepared by themselves 


lists for ‘‘ immediate purchase 


rhe 
ranged in three groups according t 


and ordered at once. ther lists are ar 


) desirability 
and are marked 1, 2, and 3, and purchased in 
that order. 

Though the hour was late, some desired to 


prolong the discussions, but it was de« ided te 
adjourn, to meet again on Friday at 8 
[The trip to i 


Jamestown prevented 
meeting of this sect 


p.n 


a second 


Secretary 
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STATE LIBRARY SECTION. 


\ MEETING of the State Library Section 


f the A. L. A. was held on Thursday, 
y 7, at 9.30 a.m The meeting was called 
ler by W. E. Henry, state librarian of 


Indiana; Johnson Brigham, state librarian of 
lowa, was chosen chairman. 

F. A. Hutchins, secretary of the Wisconsin 
Free Library Commission, at whose suggestion 
the meeting had been called, then explained 
the object of the section. C. B. Galbreath, 
state librarian of Ohio, spoke on the work of 
the Ohio State Library since it had come under 
the jurisdiction of the state library commission 
Since Aug. 1, 1897, 250 travelling libraries have 


been sent out. An annual appropriation of $4000 


has recently been made for this work by the 
state legislature rhe state library serves three 
irposes —a popular, reference, and document- 


ary library. Miss Martha T. Wheeler, of the 


j 


state library of New York, brie 





ly explained 
the workings of that library, aiming, as it does, 


to reach all classes through its general and 


reference libraries, travelling libraries of mis- 
llaneous and special collections, and books 
nt directly t ndividuals R. G. Thwaites, 
cretary of the Wisconsin State Historical So- 
ety, then gave a short description of the li- 
brary of the society While it was purely a 


reference library, books were occasionally sent 


it, such as genealogies, local histories, etc. 

The sentiment of the meeting seemed to be 
toward liberality in the circulation of books 
from state libraries. 

Miss Merica Hoagland, of Fort Wayne, Ind., 
referred to the efforts being made in her state 

ward the establishment of a state library 

mmission. It is hoped in this way to remove 
the office of state librarian from political con- 
trol by having the commission elect the libra- 

in, to serve during good behavior Johnson 
Brigham, of Iowa, stated that the office of 
tate librarian in his state had passed under 


} 


control of the judges of the supreme court 
really constituted the state library commis- 

n. Mr. Brigham asked for the opinion of 
the audience as to the wisdom of such a body 
ting as such commission. The danger was 
expressed by Miss M. E. Ahern, formerly state 
librarian of Indiana, that library interests might 


be considered as of secondary importance by 
such a judicial body. Miss Thayer, assistant 
state librarian of Illinois, stated that the secre 
tary of state was the state librarian ex-ofici 
in Illinois, it being the custom for this officer 
to appoint some one to serve for him. This 
arrangement led to frequent change in office 
Arthur H. Chase, state librarian of New Ham, 
shire, said that the librarian in his state was 
chosen by a state library board of three trus- 
tees appointed by the governor from the stat 
at large, the governor being an ¢x-officto mem- 
ber of the board. 

Mr. Thwaites then stated that however a 


librarian might be chosen, the collection of 


local history in its various forms should be on 

f his cardinal principles. A discussion wa 
then entered upon concerning the collection of 
local newspapers Mr. Henry, of Indian 


stated that his library subscribed to the leading 
papers of the state. J. I. Wyer, of the state 


library of New York, said that his library kept 


files of about 25 of the leading dailies of th 
stateandcountry. Mr. Thwaites explained that 
his library never paid for a paper, editors ha 
ng been found glad to donate them. H 


library preserves 275 of the leading dailies 
the country and the weeklies of the stat 
Ihree years’ numbers of the weeklies are bound 
in one volume, and six volumes a year ar¢ 
made from the dailies. 

Upon motion a committee of three, consisting 
of W. E. Henry, C. B. Galbreath, and A. H. 
Chase, was appointed to confer with other stat 
librarians concerning the exchange of state and 
legislative documents and the indexing thereof 

The matter of the state librarian’s report was 
then taken up. The suggestion was made that 
where state library commissions do not exist 
state librarians should incorporate in their r 
ports the library history of the state, togeth 
with the proceedings, in outline, of library 
meetings, with tabulated statistics showing the 
growth of the library movement. 

It was Voted, That the executive committee of 
the American Library Association be requested 
to continue the State Library Section next year. 

Adjourned. 

L. E. STEARNS, Secretary. 
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“THE Chautauqua meeting specially empha- 
sized professional training for librariar 

hip as one of the two topics about which a s 
papers d scussions were grouped 

It is interesting, therefore, to note the pi 
played at A. L. A. meetings by the graduates 
nd students of the library schools and their 
at lance and work at this conference. 

Of the total conference registration of almost 
soo, one-fourth were students fromthe four lead 
g libraryschools. When itis remembered that 
the first class from the parent school at Albany 
was graduated but 10 years ago the significance 
f this statement is creased, and it seems 
probable that after a few more decades of such 


progress the ranks of librarianship will be chie 
filled t 


The 


was naturally from the 


the work 
at Chautau 
f the New Y« 


of wh 


y those specially trained for 


largest representation 


i ¢ 


ly 1 
1iumni 


State Library Scho less than 7 


no 


r one-third of the living matriculates 


of t 


fly 


jua 


rk 
m, 


he 


chool, were present Every one of the 12 
usses was represented, and two large meetings 
f the alumni association resulted in the election 
f a strong board of officers for the ensuing year 


rhe alumni of the Pratt Institute 


Library 


School and the Illinois State Library School, to 
the number of about 20 from each, held pleas- 
int reunions, and each company dined together 


at the Waldmere, while the students of the 
ter perfected an alumni organization. 
Eight old the Drexel Ir 


students of istit 


but no meeting was held. 


Library School were present at Chautauqu: 


lat- 


ite 


i, 








CHAUTAUQUA 


ATE LI ARY 
y id la ? 

he first ecting the | s State | 
School Ass tion w h att W é 
Lakewoo N. ¥ lul 5 ISQe Tt I me 
was called t rder bythe t ,M Saral 
Dickinson, of the John Crera " Chicas 
who made a report on the forma ng 
held at Ev ston, Ill ng the Interstat 
library conference 

Phe object f th ass tion ar l 10 
tion of social inter« rse and the ancer t 
the interests of the Il is State Librar ] 
A constitution modelled after that of the New 
York State Library Sct As tion wi: 
adopted. The association is to be called t 
gether annually during the A. I A. meet 
ing. 

The following officers were ejects Pre 
dent, Miss Irene Warren, librarian Cook ( 
Normal School, Chicas Ist vice-president, 
Miss Grace Edwards, Illinois State Library 
School ; 2d vice-president, Miss Elma Warwick 
Illinois State Library School; Secretary and 
treasurer, Miss Cornelia Marvin arian Sce 
ville Institute, Oak Park, III. 

Miss Katharine L. Sharp, Mrs. Dyclt for- 
merly Miss May Bennett, of Evanston, I] ind 
Miss L. E. Stearns were elected h rary 
members. 

After the business of the day the association 
adjourned to the dining-room of the Waldmere 
where the school dinner took place 

( ELIA MA ecrvelar 
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A. L. A. EXHIBIT AT 


BY J. 1. 


"T°HE A. L. A. 


conference 


exhibit at the Chautauqua 


was the largest, best, most 


suggestive and practically useful which has 


ever been shown. Lakewood chapel was filled 
with illustrative material which overflowed into 
every available gallery and room at the Wald- 
mere. 

The of the exhibit, which 
found expression in a half-dozen of the most 


dominant notes 
notable exhibits, was the picture and its use by 


the library as an effective educational agent 


both in the library proper and in the school. 
The Helman-Taylor Co., of Cleveland, showed 


120 Scribners sent an 
interesting collection of original drawings made 
for their magazine. Pratt Institute Library, the 
Aguilar Free Library, and the New York State 


Library School each sent large collections of 


Braun carbon prints. 


picture-bulletins as used in the children’s room; 
while the Home Education department of the 
New York State Library sent roo of the pic- 
tures which are sentto schools, libraries, and 
study clubs. These four exhibits were specially 
noteworthy for their high artistic merit, the 
care and thought spent in their preparation, 
and their broad conception of the effective possi- 
bilities in the best picture work with children. 

rhe leading publishers were represented by 
ies of their latest books, samples of cover 


OF 
designs, and catalogs of libraries on special 
subjects. 12 or 1§ prominent public libraries 
were represented by attractive exhibits, notably 
the Boston Public Library, with a collection of 
its book-plates, publications, and administration 
blanks, and the Philadelphia Free Library, with 
a complete set of its desk appliances and 35 
large photographs of interiors and exteriors of 
the library and its 11 branches. 

rhe Book Co. filled 12 shelves with 


nearly 300 specimen volumes of different Eng- 


Boston 


lish and American periodicals, each volume 


representing a complete set in stock, The 
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Fenton Manufacturing Co. showed a two-story 
section of its latest electric-lighted steel stack, 
with samples of reading-room tables and metal- 
lic catalog cases. 

Two tables were filled with samples of style: 
and materials for binding shown by Boston and 
Buffalo binders. 

A suggestive corner of the chapel, challeng- 
ing studious attention, was the space devoted 
to the New York State Library School and the 
Home Education department of the New York 
State Library. The former brought, among 
other examples, a representative collection of 
the notes and samples gathered by a student 
during the two years’ course; a selection of 
theses and original bibliographies, and a full set 


of the New York State bulletins 


Library on 
bibliography. The Home Education depart- 
ment contributed the first travelling library 


ever sent out in the state, full sets of its reports, 
blanks, 
pictures used in the extension work through 
New York state. 

At the Waldmere the 
lery were filled with the 


and bulletins, and several hundred 


walls of the great gal- 
largest collection of 
library pictures and plans ever shown at any 
conference, gathered and arranged by Mr. W 
E. Foster. Miss Hewins, of the Hartford Pub- 
lic Library, filled an entire room with printed 
matter from all over the land showing the 
growth and extent of library work for children 
The Library Bureau had its usual exhibit of 
publications and fittings, while a large collec- 
tion of lantern-slides furnished an evening 
study of pictures and plans of library buildings 


The large 


the hearty appreciation 


conclusively 
It wa 


attendance proves 
f the exhibit. 
visited, not once, but two, three, and more times 
by the same persons, who came not for hurried 
sight-seeing but for study and note-taking. ©r 
Monday afternoon alone nearly 500 people vis- 
ited the chapel. 











rHE SOCIAL SIDE OF THE 


conference this year kept up its reputa- 


6 hae 


tion for knowing how to enjoy every spare 


minute. When some of the members arrived 


at Lakewood at noon on Saturday, July 2, 


found at the Waldmere a group who had taken 


the earlier train and had six hours’ advantage 


f them in acquaintance with the place. It was 


d the se and everybody 


the 


the hottest day of ison 


was glad to sit under trees on the sloping 


lawn or go out in little steam-launches to enjoy 


one of the sunsets and moonrises that are 
the greatest beauty of Chautauqua Lake The 
late train brought a large party from New York, 


glad to find a resting-place after a day of un- 
usual heat, dust, and discomfort. 
On Sunday the Massachusetts party arrived 
little after noon, and both the Kent and Wald- 
mere were rapidly becoming full to overflowing. 
On Sunday evening there was a song service at 
the Kent, where friends from Jamestown, under 


George W. 


the leadership of Mr. and Mrs 
Tew, lent their voices, and Mrs. Richmond 
Fletcher's fine contralto was prominent rhe 


service ended with prayer by Rev. 


quiet Fourth of 


Mr. Brown, 


f Lakewood. Monday was a 


uly, only an occasional firecracker, let off by 


the junior member from St. Louis, disturbing 


the silence. Groups with hands full of water- 


lake. 
Other parties went to the golf links near the 


lies, white or yellow, came from the 


Waldmere or cycled over the hills, while the 
exhibit of library appliances, books, and auto 
types in the chapel attracted many visitors. In 


the evening there was an informal 


rece} tion 


at the Waldmere, followed by fireworks on the 


lock, 


rain, bursting 
Manila. The 
evening ended with dancing, and the A. L. A., 


ind 
Paderewski-haired fid- 


with showers of golden 


shells, and the destruction of 


whose motto is, ‘‘ We never sleep,” spun aro 


the floor till the poetic 
dler and his fellow-musicians stopped from sheer 


weariness. 


On Tuesday, when the sessions opened, the 


hall was decorated with daisies and hemlock by 


the kind hands of the Reception Committee 
who ably aided the ‘maiden of the lake” in 
her welcome tothe association and sent flow 
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ers every day It is the first time, and may it 
be the last, that a war bulletin has been read in 
the meetings In the evening the A. L. A. was 
invited toa theatre party at Celoron the Coney 
Island of Lake Chautauqua The steamer was 
gay with Chinese lanterns, and outlined against 
the dark sky was a most picturesque object 
The theatre is well lighted, fresh, and pretty, 
and the performance, with its acrobatic broth 
ers, negro songs and dances, and Vanishing 
Lady, was so inspiring that trustees, heads of 


libraries, and members of library commissions 


were seen to skip down the railroad tracks with 


the stage step, ‘‘ ride a-tiger-hunting, mounted 
on a thoroughbred giraffe,’’ pose as Una on a 
try t 


from bars. 


lion, or emulate the acrobats in swinging 
Ihe grass and trees outside the hotel tempted 
the 


Anti-work Section 


members next day to 


that 


some ot organize an 


met out-of-doors, but 


some of the best work of a conference is often 
done away from the meetings 
On Wednesday evening at supper at the 


Waldmere all the A. L. A. who 


members of 


were at the London conference last year sat at 
a long table where there was much merriment 
and some informal speaking. In fact, the joy 
ousness was So apparent that it excited envy at 


another table, where a party rganized to 
i trip to Hoboken 
Mr. and Mrs. 


ifit threw open their beautiful 


was 
make speeches in memory of 
by ferry. That 
William H. Prou 


grounds at Sh 


same evening 


adyside, on the lake shore, where 


half a dozen cottages belonging to members of 


the same family stand in the middle of a park 


Over 2000 Chinese lanterns, hung between the 


] 


trees, gave a fairy-like airt the scene, and be- 
fore the sunset light died away the view from 
the pier over the lake was enchanting Our 
kind hosts and hostesses of Jamestown aided 
Mr. and Mrs. Proudfit in welcoming us, and 


1 ] 


charming dames and damsels stood at the tables 





where ice-cream, cake, and lemonade were 
served. A great pleasure for the guests had 
been prepared in the singing of Madame Belle 
Cole, whose beautiful voice was heard half a 
dozen times from the veranda with piar 
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companiment, and once by request was joined 


by the voices of the audience in the chorus of 
the ‘' Star-spangled banner. 

It was so early, only ro o'clock, when the 
guests retired to the Waldmere that a cake- 
walk seemed a fitting frolic to introduce the 
dancing. A placard was written and the revel 
ers from the Kent were summoned. The 
cake-walk was to slow music (‘‘ How many 
times do you want to go round? We're ‘most 
lead already,” said one of the musicians) and 


led by a distinguished trio 


the head of a large city library, the former head 


was ce mposed rf 


of another large library, and a western cata- 


loger They were followed by members of the 
executive board “and council and joined by 


others of equal distinction, who circled around 
the room until the music stopped and thecake, 
a very small one, was brought in on a silver tray 


and presented 


with appropriate ceremonies. 
Thursday was the Chautauqua day, when the 
A. L. 


grounds on one of the lake steamers, and was 


A. was invited to go to the assembly 
welcomed by ‘‘ My country, 'tis of thee,” on the 
Chautauqua chimes. Here a meeting was held 
in the great amphitheatre, where some A. L. A. 
and 
tigers to come from their lairs and rend us, the 

lace looked so like ‘‘ Quo Vadis” or ‘* Dark- 


Afterwards we were taken to 


members said that they expected lions 


ness and dawn.” 


the Hall in the Grove, the Model of Palestine, 


and the Museum, to say to the ‘‘ winged beast 


from Nineveh 


* School-foundations in the act 

Of holiday, three files compact 
as a fact 
Connected with that zealous tract 


Rome, Babylon, and Nineveh,’ 


Shall learn to view thee 


ind to look at the Egyptian wall-paintings and 
the Eastern costumes on figures that suggested 
Bluebeard’s wives and tempted the more frivo- 
lous guests to steal them for use in charades. 
After 
When that 


guitars, 


ur return, 


night of gliding dance, of laughter and 


Was emptied of its music, and we watched through lat- 


ticed bars 


rhe silent midnight heaven moving o’er us with its 


tars,”’ 


listened to stories brought from the Savage 


chief among which is the narrative of the 


Scotchman who ‘“ counted the sax million hair- 


pins sax times and found seven missing.” 
On Friday the session closed early, for elec- 


were to take us through 


tric 


cars waiting 
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Jamestown. Every car was in charge of two 


or three members of the reception committee, 
who pointed out places of interest while we 
went through shaded streets of handsom« 


Lake View Cemetery 
building of 
Prendergast Memorial Library, where a 
us. It 


houses to the gate of the 


and then to the beautif the James 


lawn 


tea was waiting for gave every on 


much pleasure to see the excellent condition of 


the building in which Miss Hazeltine does her 
remarkably efficient work and the evident ef- 
fect of her children’s league in the care « 


books and furniture. 


That evening was given Mr. W. E. Foster's 


exhibit of lantern-slides of exteriors and inte- 


riors of library buildings, and plans of libraries 


not yet erected. Afterwards the floor was 
cleared and the dancers spun about till after 
midnight, then separated only because there 


was to be an early breakfast the next morning. 
The the 
Kent on alternate evenings. 


dancing was at the Waldmere and 


rhe Niagara party went off in the morning, 
and the left-behinds spent the day on their bi- 
lake. 


Rocks; another 


cycles or on the One party rode to the 


Panama gr boat t 


up took 
palmistry parlors,’ 
uld 


and 


Celeron and went to th« 
he 
rich, that they would 


they w never be 
that they 


had travelled or would travel with friends hav- 


where they ard that 


live t I, 





ing A. E. and N. in their names. They were 
warned against various Willies, Franks, and 
Kates, but scoffed unbelievingly, and went on 


to buy peanuts and have an orgy of feeding 


yarrots, macaws, bears, deer, raccoons, rabbits 
I 

and. fowl. 

The number of A. L. 


wn much small- 


Sunday was a quiet day. 
A. members in the hotels had gr 
er, but there were enough left fora large and in- 
terested audience while Mr. Faxon. of the Boston 
Book Company, showed lantern-slides of A. L. 
A, post-conferences from Fabyan’'s in 1890 t 
Lakewood in 1898, wherein we recognized many 
familiar faces and figures in observation-cars, on 
burros, or on tops of coaches. Afterwards, for 
the evening was cold, we gathered around the 
fire in the hall of the Waldmere, gossiped, and 
to Monday bi- 
cycle and lake trips, and by Monday evening 
most of the A. L. 


listened stories. was given to 


A.’s were on their way home- 


ward. Post-conference, properly speaking, 


there was none, although a fortunate few re 


mained to enjoy the peace and refreshment of 


the ‘‘rest week.” 
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ker, George Iles; Nina E. Browne, assist- Hewins, R. G. Thwaites, F. M. Crunden 
ant secretary. G. T. Little, G. M. Jones 
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Chicago Barnwell, James G., Ln. Library Co., Phila 
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EDW. G. ALLEN’S 
London Maency for Umerican Libraries 


28 HENRIETTA STREET, COVENT GARDEN, LONDON. 


FOUNDED IN 1856. 


PPOINTED London Agency for the Libraries of the United States and 
Dominion Governments, and for Several First-class Public and Uni- 
versity Libraries of America. 
Relations long existing with all the Booksellers and Publishers of Great 
Britain facilitate the prompt execution of orders for Books, Periodicals, and 


Scientific Serials, with their continuations. 


Scarce Books Found. 





Sets Made Up. 





Binding of Every Class. 





‘* We have been, for the last twenty years, personally cognizant of Mr. Allen’s faithfulness to 
the interests of his American customers. When a resident in Washington, ten years ago, we 
found that the immense Congressional Library largely supplied its shelves through Mr. Allen's 
London Agency. Many of the extensive libraries belonging to the Universities and Colleges in 
the East have also secured their Foreign Books from the same source, and we have heard from 
the officers of these Institutions frequent testimony to the scrupulous exactness with which 
their orders were always filled. 

‘*We cannot, therefore, do a greater service to the Colleges and Universities of the West, 
to which these presents shall come, than to advise that they employ this inexpensive agency 
for replenishing their Libraries with English Books.”—PRESIDENT WELCH, /owa State Agri- 
cultural College. 

** No better endorsement of Mr. Allen’s Agency is possible than the list of leading libraries 
that continue to use it. For 30 years, strict integrity and unexcelled facilities have held the old 
and made new patrons. The very large business built up demands only a small commission. 
A library can safely entrust all its London orders to Mr. Allen without getting other estimates 
and feel sure that it is not making a mistake.”—MELVIL Dewey, State Library, New York. 


EDW. G. ALLENS AMERICAN LIBRARY AGENCY, 
28 Henrietta Street, Covent Garden, LONDON. 


Member American Library Association. SPECIAL TERMS FOR LARGE ORDERS. 
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Our facilities for supply 
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LIBRARY DEPARTAMAEN T_e 


A. C. McCLURG & CO., Chicago. 


( UR LIBRARY DEPARTMENT is devoted exclusively to the requirements of Public, University, 
College, School, and Club Libraries, and every endeavor is made to fill all orders completely and 
promptly and with the greatest care 
Our stock of Standard and Popular Books is unusually large and complete, and we are therefore in 
an exceptionally good position to meet promptly and satisfactorily the wants of libraries 


e are continually receiving from our agent in London large consignments of Foreign Books— those 
for Public Libraries being imported free of duty—and we make a specialty of picking up both domestic and 
foreign books which are out of print, or which for other reasons are difficult to secure 

Librarians are cordially invited to correspond with us and, when possibile, to visit us and make use 


facilities of our store and Library Department in making their selection of books 


A C. McCLURG & CO., Chicago. 


f the 





ESTABLISHED 1879. 


Library Bookbinders, 


7 EAST 16th STREET, 
Near Fifth Avenue, NEW YORK. 


We make a specialty of the correct arranging and lettering of works in 





foreign languages. 











a “ “ T 7 ry = 7 ."y 7 “ . 

KEGAN PAUL, TRENCH, TRUBNER & CO., Ltd., 
PUBLISHERS AND LIBRARY AGENTS, 
Paternoster House, Charing Cross Road, London, Eng., 
Having extensive experience in supplying PUBLIC LIBRARIES, MUSEUMS, GOVERNMENT 
INSTITUTIONS, etc., at Home and Abroad, with Miscellaneous Requisites, Books (New and 
Second-hand), or Periodicals im ai] Languages, offer their Services to LIBRARIANS, SECRE- 
TARIES, AND OTHERS. Careful attention given to every detail. Exceptional Facilities for 
BINDING OF EVERY DESCRIPTION UNDERTAKEN. feriodical 


obtaining Foreign and Scarce Books. 
Books Shipped to all parts of the World at Lowest 


and Newspapers Promptly’Supplied as issued. 


Rates. 


TERMS ON APPLICATION, ALSO LIST OF LIBRARY APPLIANCES, HANDBOOKS, ETC. 





-G. P. PUTNAM’S SONS, 


NEW YORK: ~ LONDON: 
27 and 29 West 23d Street. > 24 Bedford Street, Strand. 


LIBRARY ACENTS. 


ESSRS. PUTNAM have peculiar facilities for handling all library business in- 
telligently and to the best advantage of their customers. 

Their Branch House in London (through which they receive English orders for 
American books) enables them to supply, promptly, English books, without the com- 
mission usually paid by American dealers. 

Their extensive miscellaneous and retail business makes it practicable to buy all 
books at the lowest prices, to carry a large stock of standard books in every depart- 
ment of literature, and to keep in touch with the current publications of the day. 
Their business experience covers more than half a century. 
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CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS, 


153-157 Fifth Avenue, New York. 

Librarians and others will do well to communicate with us before placing their 
orders. 

The latest publications of all-the leading American and English publishers are 
kept in stock, thereby enabling us to fill orders with utmost despatch, 

Special attention is asked to our facilities for importing books free of duty 

Correspondence solicited. Send for catalogues and specimen copy of 
THE Book Buyer, a monthly magazine devoted to books, authors, and literary affairs. 


EM. TEROQUEM, 
Paris Agency for American Libraries, 


ESTABLISHED 1877, 
31 Bis BOULEVARD HAUSSMANN 31 Bis 


PARIS. 
French and Continental Books purchased at the lowest | Auction sales orders attended to, also orders for private 
terms. libraries offered en déloc before auction. 
Orders carefully executed for out-of-print and new books. | Mr. Em. Terquem, being the appointed agent in Paris of 
Binding for books in constant use a specialty of the firm. many libraries, colleges, and universities, can furnish 
Estimates given on application on ail orders. references in almost every city in the United States. 
The ** Catalogue de la Librairie Frangaise”’ mailed free | Correspondence and trial orders solicited. Small or large 
monthly as well as catalogues of second-hand book- shipments every week either direct or through his 
dealers of every locality. agent in New York. 


LIBRARIES. 
\ \ JE solicit correspondence with bookbuyers for private and other LiBRARIES 


and desire to submit figures on proposed lists. Our topically arranged 





Liprary List (mailed gratis on application) will be found useful by those selecting 


titles. 


THE BAKER & TAYLOR CO,, “"iocrs* 
5 and 7 East 16th Street, New York. 


coomen,owon. LL. SOTHERAN & CO., ‘iiicoce 
Booksellers, Bookbinders, and Publishers, and General Agents in Europe 
for Private Bookbuyers and Public Institutions in America. 


With exceptionally long experience in Library Agency, they can promise the best care, 
diligence, and discretion in everything relating to it, and in small matters as well as great. 
Established 1816, 


A Monthly Catalogue of Second-Hand Beoks. Specimen Number post free. 


140 Strand, W. C., and 37 Piccadilly, W.: London. 
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Whitaker's Reference Catalogue 








OF CURRENT ENGLISH LITERATURE, containing the full titles of English 
books now in print and on sale, with the prices at which they may be obtained, and 
Index containing upwards of 100,000 references to the books catalogued. 


In two volumes of about 5000 pages. Half Leather, net, $5. 


This work is published by J. WHITAKER & Sons, London, in a limited edition 


only. Booksellers and librarians who 
place their orders at once. 





wish to secure copies will do well to 
The American market is supplied by 


Che Orrice of Che Publishers’ Weekly, 59 Duane Street, New York. 


The e Reform Self- Binder, HENRY, err, 


DIRECTIONS FOR Bi VDI NG 

Without punching Holes through back of paper. Take 

adjustable stub, wet the connected mamed fold and 

fasten on same projected section of magazine, etc., or if 

single leaves in same way. Stub holding one or more 

gummed folds according to subject. The surplus back 

slides in on the back cover, in this way placing additions 
in complete book form shape. 

Copyright and Patent No. 656,759. 

“BP YSTS By 0/1 a 13)4)15) 18/2025 § 
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WEL CATIONS AN®? 
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VCOVULMEACES OF ANY 
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aeviee Wei nererir, 
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: GAA PAC 
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NEWSPAPER S @322! loo 
MAPS. DESIGNS sre 43, eh04 
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‘A”’ gives prices for ro adjustable Stubs. Same can be 
ord Gned from one fold for stitched Pamphlets, or if single 
leaves, limited to 10 gummed folds each. Order Binder 
Stubs after number on cover above through 

WM. FELDMANN, Sore Acenr, 
90 Market St., Chicago, Il. 
Liberal discount to the trade or public institutions. 


If desired, 


we can furnish our Adhesive Parch- 
ment Paper in sheets, any size up to 
eight by twenty-two inches, giving the 
same number of square inches as if 
the regular size were ordered. Our 
Paper lies flat while being cut, does 
not roll up or crackle. Why? That's 
our secret. Try it and see. 

Sample envelope for 15 cents, post- 
paid. 


GAYLORD BROS., Syracuse, N. Y, 








LISTS OF WANTS. 


I offer to supply with reasonable promptness and cost 
articles from magazines 7 reviews, upon any topic It 


lists are made by the aid of ** Poole s Index,”’ please ob 


serve method therein conta nined. 


MAGAZINES. 


I will undertake to supply any magazine or review 
published, at a price per copy depending upon its market 
value, or the cost of finding same, if not on hand. I have 

considerably over 500,000 magazines in stock, and the 
assortment is as varied as the production of the periodical 
press for the last one hundred years. A Business-like 
query with list of wants will be met by a prompt and 
business-like reply. 


A. S. CLARK, Bookseller and Newsdealer, 
174 Fulton St. (Opp. St. Paul's), New York. 


AMERICAN COLONIAL TRACTS. 
{SSUED MONTHLY. AN INDISPENSABLE 
AID TO THE STUDY OF AMERICAN HIS- 
TORY PRIOR TO THE REVOLUTION. PRICE 
TWENTY-FIVE CENTS. THREE DOLLARS 
A YEAR. SEND FOR DESCRIPTIVE CIR- 
CULAR. GEORGE P. HUMPHREY, ROCH- 
ESTER, NEW YORK. 


SITUATIONS WANTED. 


A YOUNG MAN (age 24) who will graduate from a 

full classical course in June would like a position as 
assistant or employee in a public or private library. Best 
of references as to ability and business capacity. De 
sires to get experience and some money in order to attend 
the N. Y. State Library School in 1899. Address J. L., 
care LipRARY JOURNAL. 


SPECIAL NOTICE 


ATTEN TION, A. L. A. !— Photographs of the A. I 

taken at Lakewood, N. Y., July 8th, are now on 
sale. ‘. addition to the large group I have two interior 
views of the chapel showing exhibits, and a view of the 
Prendergast Library, taken Friday afternoon, with the 
librarians on the lawn. Price, 60 cents each. Sent to 
any address, postage paid, on receipt of price. 

A Camp, 207 Main St., Jamestown, N. 


I have seen the photographs listed above and know 
them to be good. I also guarantee that Mr. Camp is a 
Mary Emocene Hazetine 


reliable dealer 





— 


¢ 








; August, '98] 


' ‘Bibliographic 


THE LIBRARY JOURNAL 2 


Publications. 


For all American books as they appear, take THE PUBLISHERS WEEKLY; for an hour's 


| glance each month at the important books and magazine papers, take LITERARY NEWS; 
| for library matters take THE LIBRARY JOURNAL; for magazine articles in general, consult 
| THE ANNUAL LITERARY INDEX; for books in print or issued of late years, see THE AMERI- 


CAN and ANNUAL CATALOGUES 


THE PUBLISHERS’ WEEKLY.  Estab- | THE ANNUAL LITERARY INDEX, includ- 


lished in 1872, with which was incorporated the Amer: 


can Literary Gazette and Publishers’ Circular (estab- 
lished in 1852.) Recognized as the representative of 
the publishing and bookselling 
| weekly record of American pub 


monthly 


interests in the United 
States. Contains fu 


} 


ications, with indexes, etc. Subscription, 
$3.00 a year, postpaid ; to foreign countries, postpaid, 
$4.00 a year; single numbers, 10 cents, postpaid. 

LITERARY NEWS. A Monthly Journal of 
Current Literature. Contains the freshest news con- 


cerning books and authors; lists of new publications; 
reviews and critical comments 
sketches and anecdotes of 
references; prominent topics of the magazines; portraits 
of authors, and illustrations from the newest books, 


Subscription, $1.00 a year, postpaid; single 


characteristic extracts; 


authors; bibliographical 


etc., etc. 
numbers, 10 cents 

THE LIBRARY JOURNAL. 
of the Americana Library Association. Chiefly devoted 
to library economy and bibliography. Established io 

Published monthly. Subscription, $5.00 a year, 
postpaid ; single numbers, so cents. Price to Europe, 
or other countries in the Union, 20s a year; single num- 
bers, 2s. (Lirerary Nuaws és sent free te sudseribers of 
Tue Liprary Journat.) 
in the **School Number” 
each year 

THE AMERICAN CATALOGUE of books in 
print and for sale (including reprints and importations,) 
July 1, 1876. Compiled 
Levroipt) by Lynps E. Jones 
half morocco, $15.00. 
out of print.) 

THE ATSERICAN CATALOGUE, 
1884. Books recorded (including reprints ar.d impor- 
tations.) July 1, 1876-June 30, 1884. Compiled, under 
the editorial direction of R. R. Bowxer, by A. I 

[Out of print.) 


Official Organ 


1876 


Teachers may be interested 
published in the spring of 


(under the direction of F 
Subject-volume, 4to, 
veiume 


[A uther-and-titie is 


1876- 


Aprieton. 4to, half morocco. 


THE AMERICAN CATALOGUE, 1884-90. 
Books recorded (including reprints and im; ortations,) 
July 1, 1884-June 30, 1890. Compiled, under the edi 
torial direction of R. R. Bowker, by A. I. Appia ton 
and others. 4to, half morocco, $15.00. 

THE AFERICAN CATALOGUE, 1890-18095. | 
Books recorded (including reprints and importations,) 

18g90-June 30, 1895. Compiled under the edi- 
torial direction of R. R. Bowker half morocco, 
$15.00. 

THE ANNUAL ASERICAN CATALOGUE, | 
Being the full titles, with descriptive notes, of all books 
recorded in Tue Pustisuers’ Weexcy during the cal- 
endar year, with author, title, and subject index, pub- | 

Pub- 

half 


July 1, 


4to, 


| 





lishers’ annual lists and directory of publishers 
lished annually since 1886, 
morocco, $3.50. 


8vo, met, sheets, $3.00; 


P, 0. Box 943. 











ing Periodicals, American and Er glish; Essays, Book- 
Chapters, etc., with Author-Index, F graphies, 
Necrology ’ Dates of Principal Events 
Edited, wit eration of members of the Amer 
can Library Association and of 7he / rary urmal 
staff, by W. I. F Her and R. R. Bowker 
cloth, $3.50. 
THE PUBLISHERS’ TRADE LIST AN- 
NUAL. Contains: The latest catalogues of nearly 
200 American publishers, contributed by themselves 
and arranged alphabetically by the firm-names and 
smaller lists at the end of the volume These lists, all 
bound in one volume arranged alphabetica r ready 





reference, with marginal i 
once to the right letter, 
cenvenient and time-saving a working-too 


dex, guiding the finger at 
present in their combination so 
as to make 
it indispensable to every one who has any interest in 
the purchase or sale of books 


plex Index," cloth, set, $2. 
THE AMERICAN EDUCATIONAL CATA- 
LOGUE, Contains a of all 
the United States, arranged alphabetical 
author's or 


Large 8vo, with ** Du- 


price-list the text-books in 


use in y by 


editor's name, and a detailed subject- 


index, referring from each specific subject to authors 


of books on that subject. 8vo, leatherette, so cents. 


THE ENGLISH CATALOGUE [Annual 
giving full titles classified under author and subject in 


one strict alphabet, with particulars of the size, price, 


month of publication, and name of publisher of the 
books issued in Great Britain and Ireland, in the cal- 
f the * London” 


London: Sampson Low, 


endar year, being a continuation « 
and “ British” 
Marston & Co.) 


CaTAL¢ 


Catalogues 
8vo, paper, met, $t.5s0. Tus ENGiisn 


Guge and Twe ANnNnvuAt American CaTALoGus 


bound in one volume, half leather, $s oo 


LIST OF AMERICAN PUBLISHERS, 


1800-1895. 
case, and the abbreviation un 


The street address is given in nearly every 


ler which the firm’s books 
are entered 
4to, pap., $2 oo 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT PUB- 


in the “American Catalogue,"’ 1890-95. 


LICATIONS. July 1, 1800 to June 30, 189¢ Com- 
piled, under the editoria! direction of R. R. Bowxegr, 
by J. H. Hicxcox. Go pp., 4to, pap., $1 so 

THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL LIBRARY, By 


Rev, A. E, Duwnine 
THE PROFESSION OF 


a handbook 
bookseller 


16mo, cloth, 60 cents 


BOOKSELLING : 
of practical hints for the apprentice and 
By A + Managing editor of Tus 
Weexty, and author of *‘ 


GROWOLI 


Pustisners’ ‘A Bookseller's 


Library,’ ‘* Book-trade Bibliography in the United 
States in the XIXth Century," etc. Pts.1r anda. 124 
p. Large 8°, bds., each, $2.00, onciuding partin 


preparation.) 


Address the OFFICE OF THE PUBLISHERS’ WEEKLY, 


59 Duane Street, New York. 
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PARIS: 76 Rue de Rennes. 


LONDON: a Star Yard, Carey St. W. C. LEIPZIG: Hospital Str. 10. 


GUSTAV E. STECHERT 


is the only importer in America who employs no Agents, but has his own offices at : 
LONDON : . 2 Star Yard, Carey St. W. C. 
PARIS: ‘ ‘ - 76 Rue de Rennes. 
LEIPZIG : ° ; . - Hospital Str. 10. 
where experienced clerks and assistants attend carefully to the orders from New York. 
That such orders can be filled better, cheaper, and quicker and with less trouble 
and work to the Librarian than if the books were ordered from European Agents, 
can easily be seen for the following reasons : 
I. Iam in direct communication and account with all European publishers and dealers. 
Il. Therefore I need not pay any commission to Agents, but always get the bottom price and 
often an extra discount. 

The Librarian saves the correspondence to various European firms and has to keep only 
one account. 

As shipments are received Weekly: ‘‘Mondays from England and France and Thursdays 

rem Germany,” no order, large or small, needs to wait for accumulation of material. 

If books from England, France, and Germany are ordered, these books will congregate at 
New York, from where they will be sent in one shipment, thereby saving the expense 
of packing, freight, consular fees, Custom House charges, cartage, etc. 

Of all publications appearing in consecutive volumes or parts, a list is kept here and 
abroad and continuations are sent as soon as published, without a reminder from the 
Librarian. 

Being provided with a large Bibliographical material of all European countries and with 
a collection of Catalogues of second-hand books, I am enabled to give quotations on 
nearly all European and American publications, new or old. 

Special attention is given to the procuring of second-hand books and Sets of Periodicals, 
of which I keep a large stock on hand, constantly refilling by buying whole Libraries 
and by attending auction sales. 

Binding is done carefully in Europe under supervision of my clerks, and pattern is kept 
of the binding of every first volume, so as to ensure a uniformity of the succeeding 
volumes. 

Periodicals supplied cheaper, quicker, and in better shape than if ordered by mail from 
Europe. 

American Publications at lowest rates. 


Ill. 
IV. 


V. 
VI. 


VII. 


The following is a list of some Sets of Periodicals on hand: 


American Journal of Science. Froehner, W., Terres cuites d’Asie de ia 
1818-1896 — 2 ullien Grean. With rao plates. 1386 
Annales @’G@ygiene publique et de Mede-~ | _ 2 VO!S. Doards. 
cine legale. From beginning of Series I. to Series | Gremier et Godron, Flore de France on de- 
IIT. Vol. 28, 1829-1892 and two indexes ; in 66 vols., half scription des plantes qui croissent na- 
cloth, new, rare. | turellement en Franc etem Corse. 1545-5¢ 


Anmnalen des Deutschen Heiches fuer Ge- vols. Half calf. Very scarce. 


erculanum et Pompei, Recueil general 
cotapenens Verwaltung und Statistik. res zes. . 
ed. Hirth. VoL 1-27. 1868-1894. Half cloth. dee peintu » bron y mosaiques, otc. 


Complete from 


Ed. Roux and Barré. 8 vols. 1875-77. Boards. 

Archives neerlandaises des sciences ex- Tr. with Com- 
actes et naturelles, publ. par la Soctete 
Hollandaise des sciences a Mariem. Vols. 

1-24. 1866-92. Half cloth. 

Lo Art, Revue bi-mensuelle tlustree 1875 
to 1895. Complete set, 55 vols. Newly bd., half mor. 

Aruch Completam, ed. Alex. Kohut. 8-vols. and 
supplement. 1878-92. 

Berichte d, Deutschen Chemischen Gesrell- 
schaft zu SGerlin. Jahrg. 1-XXIV. 1868-91. 
Half mor. Fine set. 

Blactter, Malakozoologische. Ed. v. S. Cles- 
sin. Vol. r-25. New Series Vol. 1-9. 1854-87. New. 

Bragech, H., Hieroglyphischdemotisches 
Weoerterbuch. 7 vols. 1868-82. 

Castelnau, Expedition dans les parties 
centrales de PAmerigque du Sud, de Bio 
Janeiro a Lima, et de Lima au Para. 
New text and atlas. 12 vols. 1850-1861. Half mor. 

OCentralblatt £f. Physiologie. Ed. Exner and Gad. 
Vol. I.-VIII. 1888-1895. Partly bound in half mor. 

Eekhel, J., Doctrine nummorum veterum. 
g vols. Cum VIII. tabulisaen. 1792-1839. 


La Place, Mecanique Celeste. 
ment by Nath. Bowditch. 1829-39. 4 vols. Bound 

Lois omaines. Traduction trangaise. 16 vols 
1805-10. Boards. 

Miimd. Vols. 1I.-VIII. 1876-83. Half mor.; also com- 
plete set bound. 

Natare. Vols. 1-54. 1870-1 

Prisse d’Avennes, EK., L°’Art Arabe. « vol 
text and 3 vols. Atlas. 1877. Half mor. 

Proceedings of the Academy of Natural 
Sciences of Philadelphia, 1852-1864 and 1871- 
1891. 31 vols. Bound. 

Shaw, Geo., General Zoology of systemat- 
le Natural History. With plates from the first 
authorities. 28 vols., incl. general index. 1800-1826 
Half calf. 

Verlagen en Mededeelingen der Konink- 
lijke Academic van Wetenschappen. Na- 
tururkunde. 42 vols. 1853-1889. 

Wagner's ahresbericht ueb. d. Fort- 
schritte d. Chemischen Technologie. 

ony: 1-34 and 2 Register to Vol. 1-20, 1856-1889. Vol 

1-20 half mor., rest unbound. 

Besmonewss f Bauwesen. Vol 

ono. 


6. Bound in half leather 


31-40 1881-90 





GUSTAV E. STECHERT, 9 


East 16th Street, New York. 





“Kay PrintinG House, 66 ano 


66 CenTre Sraccr, New Yorn. 














